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TO THE RIGHT VVOR- 
|SHIPEVLL; HISVERY GOOD 


2 Ir, I having been often and much ſol- 
pres with variety and liſts _ 
importunitie, to publi 

Jer paiſe lato the eye of this cen- 
5) ſorious world, theſe, the very firſt 
DE! fruics and effaics of mine imploy- 
— ment and bufinefle in the Miniſte. 
ry; did apprehend and imbrace this ſeaſon with ber- 
eer contentment, and with more cheerefulnes addrefle 
and compoſe my ſelfe thereunto; becauſe I did'ſee 
opportunity offered thereby, to let appeare abroad 
my thankefull acknowledgement of your reſpeR- 
full, and more then ordinary favour unto mee ; and 
a publike ceſtimony of your worthy and exem bary 
| integritie, indiſcharging your hands, and Falnhfu - 

ly diſpoſing that portion of the Churches pa-| 

 Attpoltng P 
trimony committed to your truſt and conſcience. An 
affaire(though in theſe deſperately finfull crimes, feare- | 
fully and accurſedly abuſed) of high & wai ghty con- 
ſequence,and of great power; as it ſhall be diſchargec 
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{* Will a 

| man ſpoile 
his gods ? 
ycr have 


ye ſpoyled 


me ; Bur 
yee (ay, 
wherein 
have wce 
ſ[poyled 

| thee ? In 
tythes and 


offerings. 


-1 Ye are cur- 


ſed with a 
curſe. for ye 
have {poy- 
ed me, c- 
ven this 
whole na- 
tion. 
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with conſcience,or corruption:cither further to ruinc 
' our Church, and bring it to more miſery and deſola- 
| tion, or to repaire and advance it to better ſtate, and 
more happineſſe. For mine owne particular, it hath ſo 
pleaſed God to guide your heart in this buſineſle, and 
to bleſſe me with his providece, that wheras t00,ma- 
ny Patrons now adayes, either by deraining Sacrile- 
piooſly Gods portion, againſt all grounds of equirie, 
both divine and humane ; or by furniſhing Church- 
livings Simoniacally and corruptly, doc certainely 
pull upon their owne heads, ſolles and bodics, goods 
and poſteritie,a heavy and horrible * curſe z and ſhall 
thereby make thcir account to bee without favour at 
the laſt day : and whereas many worthy men (after 
they have wearied and waſted their bodies and 
minds, their ſpirits and patrimony in ſtudy, and 
worn out their hopes with long and tedious expeRa- 
tion, purſuite, and dependance) come at length with 
much adoe,to no great matters;and when all is donie, 
it is well if they eſcape all galling and gaſh of conſci- 
ence, ſuch is the ſtrange iniquitie of the times ! yer I 
ſay, ſo worthily have you dealt with me, and ſo up. 


Mal. 30,9. 


| rightly in che Churches cauſe , that upon your owne 


firſt motion you ſent unto mee, to accept the place I 
now enjoy from you ; and offered mee a faire, a free 
and camfortable paſſage to the exerciſe of my Mini- 
ſtery abroad ; (which next anto the ſalvation of mine 


owne ſoule, 'I hold moſt deare and precious) when I 
| neither ſought after , nor thought upon preferment, 
| This your rareand ſingular bounty , did at the very 


| ficſt affet me with a ſecret ſenſe of an extraordinary 
| obligation , for all inward affeRionateneſle ; 


and 
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with | 
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very 
| heart-ſtrings,and toſucke out the inmolt bloud, and 


| 


| darke places and dry foules in this land; 


| 
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with adeſire of repreſenting ir in ſome viſible forme | 
of outward teſtificarion. Buc when I did (after) fur- 
ther conſider, firſt, how thar Sacriledge and Simony, 
that damned couple ——_— like two rave- 
nous Harpics,'and the two inſatiable d; of the 
Horſ-leech, had feazed even upon the of our 
Church, ready to rend and teare in pieces her ver) 


—_—_—_— — 
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laſt life of ourdeareſt Mother : when'l looked above 
me inthis famous Vaiverſtcie, where I have lived, and 
ſaw many reverend and learned men, full ofthe light 
of diviae truth and of the water of lifezable plorioul- 

ly and comfortably to illighten gand refreſh many 
ready co ex- 
pire and powre our their ſoules in che'boſome of this 
their famous Nurſe; not brought up by her todyeat 
her breſts;but (if they might have honeſt and lawful 
paſſage) ready and addreſt -ro enlarge Chriſts Kiog 
dome abroad, and to oppoſe with all their power; a- 
gainſt the bloody torrent of Popery, and rageof An. | 
tichriſt : Laſtly, when I weighed with my ſelfe mine 
owne naturall declination and reſolved unfitneſle, to 
make a noiſe and ſtirre inthe wor!d for preferment, I 
did find, that as theſe confiderations did before give 
(mall hope of changing my ſtation; ſo now t 
were of power yet turther to double the impreſſion 
of your worthy and extraordinary  goodnefe unto 
me,and freſhly to renew the thankeful devotions and 
apprehenfions of mine heart. Out of which hath | 
ſprung in mea thirſtiog carneſtneſſe and contention of 
ſpiric, ro returneunto you, for theſe temporall\fa- 


hey | 


vours (fo farre as the nature of that high miniſteriall 
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 funRion, wherein I ſtand, ſhall guide mee ; and the 


a. 
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power of my poore ability can reach) the Bleſlings 
of Heaven,and comforts of a better wortd. To which 
end, I here preſentunto you this Treatiſe ; which I 
have intended tobe (fo far as my gracious God hath 
given mee nnderftanding in the poynt) as it werea 
looking-Glaſſe or Touchſtone, to whomſoever it 
ſhall plcaſe to rake thorow notice thereof, for rhe dil- 
cerning and trying, in ſome good meaſure, whether 


[great myſtery of Godlinefſe, and diſacquainted with 


healready be of che number of thole few which truly 
live the life of God, and under the Scepter of his 
Sonne;or lye as yet enthralled in the invifable chaines 
of damnation and death, and under the large and 
powerfull raigne of Saran. For I am perſwaded, that 
in this glorious noone-tide of the Goſpel, many 
chouſands deceive not onely the world, and others, : 
but even themſelves and their owne ſoulrs, about 
their ſpirituall ſtate: thinking , if they finde in them- 
ſelves a freedome from groſfe and notorious finnes, 
fairencſle of conditions, civill honeſty, a formall pro- 
tcſſhon of Chriſtianity, ourward performances of re- 
ligious ſervices, that then their caſe is good enough 
tor Heaven : though there bee wancing the ſaving 
power of inward ſanRification, and the truth of a 
{ſound converſion : though they bee ſtrangers to the 


aconſcionable and conſtant courſe of Holinefle in 
their lives and aQions. But wee muſt conceive thar 
over and bcfides theſe degrees of goodnefſe, with 
which millivos of men content and deceive them- 
ſelvesz yea, and quite beyond, ' and utterly withour 


the compalle of all worldly glory, all viſible pompe, 
Ye ; the”. 


| 


— 


| Rions and ſufficiencies attaineable in theNare of un- 


| more ſober conſideration , will acknowledge and 


| 


| and, without repentance and forſaking their 


DE 


 rious {finer : for (methinkes) in theſe dayes of light, 
cepely inwrappe | 


| 


| religiouſneſſe, they may perſwade themſelves thar 
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the moſt admired and ſufficiency v 
earch, for which a'great part of the world cxchiigh 
the everlaſting happineſſe of their ſoules ; there'is a 
paradiſe of Chriſtian comforts, a Royall Peculiar , a 
victorious Simplicirie, a neglected Innocency, amar- | 
yellous Light, an inviſible Kingdome, an Heaven 
upon Earth;which I call che ſtate of Gracezand labor 
io che enſuing Diſcourſe to difference from all perfe. 


regeneration. [ meddle not purpoſely with thenoto- 


there ſhould none ſo wilfully and d 
himſelfe in darkenefley bur that in his cold bloud,and 


confeſſe, chat the ſtate of notorious fiafulneſſe, 'is/ the 
ſtate of wretchednefle and of death. And that there is 
no hope ſor the Drunkard,the-Swearer, the Lyer, the 
Vſurer,the Vacleane perſon,the Sabbath-breaker,the 
Sacrilegious , Simoniacall , and ſinners of ſuch infa- 


mous ranke; bur a fearefull looking for of arr -cnorgn 
rnnes, at 


cternall ſeparation both. from all poſlibilitie of 
grace, and ſound comfort in this life; and from the 
fruition of the joyes and bleſſednefſe of heaven here- 
after. I therefore endevour and defire to comeneerer 
and cloferto mens conſciences; and to tell them, that 
our of a conceit of their morall honeſty, and outward 


they are rich and encreaſed in ſpirituall ſtore, and 
have need of no more for the attainment of heaven; | 


when in deed and truth , as concerning the power of 


ſaving grace and figcere exerciſe of religion, they are 


A 4 _ - wretched, 
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wretched,and miſerable, and poore, and blind, and 

naked. Intheſe luke-warmertimes , many there are, 

who with the fruits of a temporary faith, and ſome 
light of the generall graces of the Spirit, make a faire 

| ſhew,, and winge good reputation for their ſpirituall | 
ſate,both with their own hearts,and with che world 
abroad;when to the eye &f heavenly wiſcdome,and in 
truth, they are butonely Blazing-ſtarres, and earthly 
minded, not fixed in the ſame firmament. with the 
"Sunne of righteouſneſle , nor of an heavenly ſtampe. 
And if they riſe not higher in their affeRions and con- 
verſation from carth and earthly vanities , when 
their rootleſſe graces ſhall bee withered and waſted 
away,their fall will be ſudden and fearefull;and their 
former vaniſhitig flaſhes of vaine hope for future hap- 
pineſſe, will be turned into horror, &extremeſt mile- | 
ries of deſpaire. Moſt behoofefull then is it for every 
man,in time,to ſearch and examine himſelfe, whether 
Chriſt leſus be in him or no. And it is one of the wor- 
thieſt and nobleſt imployments of the ſoule,to refle&t 
upon ir ſelfe ; and with an undazeled and undiſlem. 
bling eye thorawly to try and deſcry clearely itown 
ſtate: whether ir be already waſhed with the blood of 
Chriſt, and enlyved wich a ſupernaturall vigour and 
life of grace; or yet lic pollured in it owne bloud and 
under the power of the firſt death. I wonder how any 
man can bearreſt and quiet, untill he be affured and 
ſecured ia this.poiar, {ich upon it depends his everla- 
ſting eſtate in another world ! Nay , {1cheven in this 
world, every uoregenerate man, let him be otherwiſe 
never (o great, or adored aboveothers,never {o abſo- 


lute in all other excellencies and pertections whatſo- 
eVcrs; 
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 verſaries ; of all creatures. They onely are truetyand | 
 (aundly perſwaded by the ſweet and ſecret teſtimony 
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cver;yer being out of the ſtate ofgrace;is a.very limbe | 
of Satan, a child of darkenelic,and one of the family 


of Hell. The wrath aud vengeance of God, allthe fs. 
ry of the kingdome of darkenefle, the rage of all the 


creatures ( h he lictlechinke uponit). are every 
houre ready and addreſt ro ſeize upon him, as a tray» 


cor and rebel tothe higheſt Majeſtic, andto d 
downeinto the bottome of Hell. Whereas the ſtate of | 
true-Chriſtians, and Gods faithfull ones, 1s moſt 
comfortable and: glorious. cven inthis life, in this 
vale of teares, and in theſe Tabernacles of clay.' For 
their comforts are not fading and earthly, ſpringi 

out of the ſinfull pleaſures and cranſicory glory ofthe 
world z not faſtned unto honours; greatneſie and pol: 
ſeflions ; to the increaſe of Corne', and Wine, 'and 
Oyle:but they are of a right noble and heavenly tem- 
per, framed and emplanted inthe ſanRified ſoule. by 
the Spirit of all comfort ; and therefore everlaſt 
and unconquerable, able to keepe a man in heart 
reſolution'againſt the malice and cruelties of all ad- 


of the Spirit, and by the evidence and: experience: of | - 
their owne holy life; that afcer theapproaching,and 
much longed-for period of a few andevill dayes,they 
hall raigne with God Almighty, the holy Angels & 
glorified Safnts, in unutterable and endlefle pleaſures 
for ever and ever : and therefore caſily and reſolutely 
(with much indignation and contempt) over-looke 
and throw out of their hearts all worldly thoughtful 
neſle; al exceſive defires of carth andearthly vanities; 
all reſtleſſe aſpirations after tranſfirory honors, = | 
n 


—_— —— 
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noble miſcries of this wretched life. They alone have 
[faſtned the eye of their minds;illightened from above 
with faving faith, upon the unvaluable preciouſneſſe, 
and laſting beauty of their immortall crownes in hea- 
ven; and cherefore all the glittering and golden re- 
tions, with which the flattering world hath 
formerly deceived and dazeled their eies, apeare to 
be nothing butdarkenefſe and defolarions. Their glo- 
ry (indeed) here upon earth doth not confiſt in out- 
ward pompe and ſtate; it doth nor ſhine to 'carnall 
eyes,it isundiſcernable to the ſharpeſt ſight of world- 
ly wiſedome and policic : but inwardly and wich ſpi- 
rituall fairenes,their divine graces make them fo true- 
ly honorable and lovely,that ſomewhere in Scripture 
they are called the glory of God, and are as deare unto 
him as the precious ball and apple of his owne eye. 
They are in ſo tygh eſteeme and account with An. 
gels, that thoſe excellent creatures with much joy & 
alacritie become their Guardians, and ſerviceable un- 
ro them with extraordinary care and rendance. All 
the creatures groane, and dcfire to bee delivered into 
their glorious liberticg and in the meane time, with a 
ſecrer and inſenſible reverence, they adore the ſacred 
charaQer of divinity that is ſtampr ups them. All the 
Saints acknowledge them to bee more excellent rhen 
their neighbors,of the houſe. hold of God,and heires 
| ofheaven. Nay,the wicked themſelves, many times, 
are confounded, and ſtand amazed at the height of 
ſpirit and reſolution that poſſeſſerh their hearrs ; and 
at the ſober and undaunted majeſtic that ſhines in 
|their faccs. This, anda thouſand times more then 
this, is the blisfull ſtare of Gods children evenin _ 
ife. 
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life. Howſoever they bee 


ment of God himſelfe,the bleſſed ſpirits, and all men 
of true worthindeed, 
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I and trampled up- 


on by the world and wicked men yer in the judge- 


they are the onely Angels upon 
earth, and the royall citizens of this ki of 
Grace. The proſecution of this point would be com- 
fortable, bur ſo I ſhauld be more tedious. Nomore 
but this cherefore at this time: Certaine it 1S,if a man 
were crowned with the royall ſtate, and imperiall 
command of all the kingdomes upon earth if his 
heart were enlarged to the utmoſt of all created 

city, and filled with all, the exquifice and unmixed 
pleaſures,that the reach of morrtalitie , and moſt am- 
bifions curioſitic could poſſibly deviſe ; and might | 
(without incerruption and diſtaſte) enjoy them the 
length of tac worlds duration; they were all nothing 
ro the enjoyment of the precious and peereleſſe com- 
forts of the ſtare of Grace, but evea for an houre. I 
ſpeake the truth, I uſe no Hyperbole, the Spirit of all 
comfort, and conſciencecs of all true Chriſtians. bea- 
ring me witneſſe, Good Sir,let me humbly entreate 
you with a proportionable zeale and fervency,to cn- 
cline andenlarge your affeRions to the parſuit and 
praQiſe of ſo excellent and glorious an happineſſe, 
Which chat you may do, I will continually proſtrate 
and powre our my (oule in prater, before the Throne 
of Grace and mercy : And reſt 


Tonr Worſbips to be commun- 
ded ever in the Lord Teſwe, 
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AN ADVERTISEMENT... 
| TO THE READER: | 


P 22S ÞHriſtian : This Diſcourſe,” 

F4 bbs. 2h abort was 
delivered in five ſeveral Sernumns, 
but ali to a moſt judicious and intel- 
ligent Audjtory ;. therefore there is 
' 4 continuance of matter, coherence, 
and ftile, I muſt: intreat thee; out 


of thine ingenuons diſcretion , to 877 fingasſ the ris 
the direFion of 


| wherethey were preacht, «s thou ſhalt fin 
" eech and ſome particular ap 6 5-oy more naturall 


neceſſarily with indivi 1 $25uve 

| claw The nifinody why I ſpent the moſt of parns _— 
| tions, and ſtick ſo long in de Som and deciphe 
ſtate of formall hypocrifie (for therein I have trod a = 
thing uncouth and anufaatp ath) arethefe : | 
Firſt , I conſidered that ls thi full light of the Go 
| 4 great number of men applaud and content:the 
with a fuperficiall gliſtering of a formall pr SE 
| ward conformity to the "Miniſtery of the 

ſome falſe flaſhes of an unſound perſwaſion that they are - 
the ready and right way to Heaven; when 4s indeed it | 
hath not inwardly inlightened their underitandings s with 
ſaving knowledge, heated their affettions with true zaale, | 
Fees their fi "fall thoughts, and noyſome luſte with the 
power 


i. 


mm. 
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To the Reader. 


| power of grace , nor [0 ined and ſandified te Mares 


to yeeld a cheerefull, ſincere , and univerſall qbedience 
 thereumts. CAnd ſo afier a few miſerable dayes ſpent in 
| 4 proſperous ſecuritie, they fall into the jawes of hell, be- 
he pc 
fore they miſtruſt any ſuch matter ; and the pit of deſtru. 
| (Tion ſhuts her month upon them, before they know and ac- 
| knowledge their broken and bankrupt-ſtate in ſpiritual 
things. therefore deſire and endeavour to awake them out 
| of their golden dreame of imaginary future happineſſe; 
| that nib op eyes they may ſee their preſent ſpiritual po. 
| vertie, and ſo betimes prevent theanger to come. 7 hope 
| in the Lord, and wiſh heartily , that by a diſpationate and 
| tharow peruſallof this Treatiſe, '#) may take ſome ſcant- 
| "ng of their owne eſtate with Goa , and entring a ſerious 
and impartial ſearch and examination of their conſcien- 
ces, diſcover and reveale themſelves unto themſelues , 
and ſo if they helonug unto the everlaſting covenant 
of grace, ſtep forward into the ſtate of grace, the paradiſe 
of true Chriitianity, and prattice of holineſſe; that their 
| deare and precious ſoules may bee ſaved in the day of the 
Lord Teſwe. 

Secondly, 1 did conceive, that there s a threefoldcord, 
three maine and capitall caſes, that violently hale downe 
upon us from Heaven many both corporall and ſþirituall 
plagues; and bindthem faſt to the bowels, and principal! 

arts of this Kingdome , and doe daily yh, and more ri- 
pen thejuſt wrath of God , for the powrim uh of his laſt 
Vengeance upon this ſinful Nation, They are theſe : Firſt, 
the overflowing torrent, and unbridled rage of many cry- 
mg ſinnes,fearcfull abominations,and deſperate prophane- 
neſſe. Secondly, a ſenſible declination from their firſt love, 
und decay of tale, even in Chriftians. Thirdly, aluke- 


£ warmeneſſe | 
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| To the Reader. 


warmene(ſe and want of thorowneſſe and ſincerity in for- 
mall profeſſors. 

A's for the firſt : By our horrible finnes and hatefull 
ingratitude for mercies without weaſure, and miraculoxs | 
deliverances, we grow ſo heavy upon the Lord, that wee 
preſſe him, and the bowels of his tengereſt compaſſion, as A | 
cart is preſſed that is full of ſheaves ; ſo #548 it & imm- 
poſſible,but that ſhortly, (without great humiliation and ge- 
nerall repentance) we ſhould wreſt out of his hands the v1- 
als of his laft wrath,and force him to come againſt us with 
the beeſome of utter deſolation. It « tobe feared ( ſo grie- 
vous and enleſſe s the impiety and impenitenty of this 
land ) that hu forbearance in the meane time, u not for 
any hope he hath of us (for what good hath a durable and 
extraordinary plagee done upon us ?) but onely by reaſon 
| of the cruell and implacable inſolencic of our enemies ; be- 
M7 cauſe hee « loath to make ws a prey to the wolves of Rome, | 
and matter of triumph to ſuch a merciles and murtherous 
generation. Whe knowes but that the Match had reached | 
wnto the Powder, had not the Lord (out of the bottoms- | 
leſſe depth of hu unlimited mercies ) layd hold upon his 
owne Argument 2 Deut. 33.26,27.1 have faid,l would 
ſcatter them abroad , would make their remein- 
brance toceaſe from amongſt men ; ſave that I feared} 

the fury of the encmie, leſt their adverſaries ſhould 
| wax Droud:Lef his and our adverſarics,(theſe breathing & 
devils the Gun-perder Papiſts\ſhould too proudly and bar- | 
barouſly have inſulted in the ruines of his people , andthe 
baniſhment of his glorious Goſpel. The Lord give ws un- 
der ftending hearts to conſider theſe things in time, leſt hee! 
come upon us with his wrath, never more bee appeaſed,| 
and teare ws in pieces, when there is none to helpe. May 

any 
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To the Reader. 


any man drive away an hungry Lyon in the wood © = 


Or queach the fire in ſtubble , when it hath once bc- 
gun to burne £ May one turne againe thc arrow that 
is ſhot of a ſtrong Archer ? If the Lord once whet hu 
elittering ſword ; and his hand take hoid on judgement, 
with purpoſe to root out a ſinfull and rebellious nation ; 
there i no power or policy, no multitude of men, or magni- 
ficence of State, no armour of the mighty, or arme of fleſh, 
ſhall ever be able to grus any ſuccour , reliefe, or delrve- 
rANCE. 

Concerning the ſecond : Certaine it s , that our bleſ- 
ſings of peace, and ſtrength of State, breed (by accident) 
much abatement of forwardneſſe, and zeale in godlineſſe, 
ſecret indevotion, and coldneſſe even in many true Profeſ- 
ſors,careleſneſſe in obſerving their wayes ; wearine(ſe and 
Jab ood” in doing good, Ong oly an- 
ties, unpreparedne(ſe in comming to diuime ſervices, reli- 
giows exerciſes,and the Lords Table ſlightnes and unpro- 


-| fitableneſſe im prayer meditation, Chriſlan conference,and 


daily examination of their conſciences; neglect of opportu- 


ity in winning their brethren unto the feare of God, and 


of working upon, and prevailing with their kindred , ac- 
nance, familiars and families, Thus wickedly and 


ſonne, and ſuffer our temporal happrneſſe to waſte and con- 
ſme our ſpiritual blefangs. Andthe more we are ſecured 
in our outward ſtate, the more heartleſſe we are inthe ſer- 


| vice of God,aud the aff arres of the life to come. But let us 


twoke unto it : for as the lowder and crying ſinnes of this 
Lana, are the great and ſtrong cart-yopes ; ſo undoubtedly 
theſe (a leſſer cords) bave their part, and ſome power in 


| 


drawing upon us heavy judgements , and in preparing 
{farther 


— 


banked, turne we the mercies of God into occaſions of 


| 


| 


——— 
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farther vengeance , except we amend , and returne 10 ow? 
| firſt love. Would to God that we would keepe freſh in ouf 
| minds but this one conſtderation : T hat the ſame God, 
| which (4zain#t the expetation both of heaven and earth, 
| of Rome and hill, of devils and Papiſts) turned our feares 
| and amazements at the death of that glorious Saint , the 
| Late Queene, into ſafety , aud a ſure foundation, by the 
, moſt happy ſucceſ.on of our gracious Soveraigne , 
ha Royall ſeede , can (ont of bis ſuſt judgement for our 
' uwnthankefulneſſe and ſecaritie, in the very _—— = 
' hand and cloſing of an eye) daſh all our hopes ; : 
| up the whole Body of this flouriſhing Kingdowe in the 
' pit of irrecoverable deſtruttion, 1It had beene dane, had 
| Faux fired the Powder : aud who knowes what thoſe bn- 
fie and bloudy heads are even now hammering in the 
| ſame kind? Beſides theſe two now mentioned, there is. 
| another capitall cauſe of Gods heavie diſpleaſure , which 
thouzh it make no great noiſe, nor bee much taken notice 
| of upon earth, yet it s much loathed of God Al. 
| mizhtie, and cries loud in heaven for vengeance UPON Ws * 
| It 6 4luke- warmene(ſe, unzealouſneſſe; a cold and care. 
| leſſe mediocrity in [þirituall matters,and(as it were) antu- 
| trality betwixt notorious ſinfulneſſe and ſaving ſinceritie. 
' When men (perhaps) with diligence,willingneſſe,and for- 
| wardneſie, ſubmit themſelves to the hearing of the Ward, 
but ſubordinate the power & pradtice therof, to their eaſe, 
honours, and worldly contentments : When they will needs 
bold an outward correſpondence with the world, andyet 
inwardly mainteine and noariſh hope of ſalvation in 
"themſelves : When they ftraine their wits, and ſtrive to | 
| partake both of the comfortable favour of God , and cor- 
| rapt faſhions of the times, both of the pleaſures of their 
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To the Reader. 


{ſweet ſinne,” and the ſweerneſſe of the true peace of conſce. 
ence, which are 4s mcurrent 41 two parallel lines , and as 
rncompatible as lizht and darkeneſſe Theſe men, though 
(1n the worlds opinion) they be of civill homſt carriage of 
mod:rate ſþirits,and of a ſtaied temper in religion; and (in 
tbeir owne concerts) rich and enriched , and want no- 
thing ; yet indeed they are meere ſlarvelings , and flarke 
beggers in reſpett of the true riches, and laiting treaſures 
of ſaving grace;and in the very caſe of thoſe(except inthe 
meanc time they buy of him gold, garments, and oyle ) 
which ſhall never ſee Chriſt leſwus in his kingdome to their 
comfort for Amen, the fairhfull and true wicnefle bath 
vowed it that he will ſþae ſuch out of his mouth . and wi- 
[heth much rather that they were key-cola, then ſuch for- 
mal Chriſt12s: Hu ſpeech imports thus much: I had rather 


| you were Pagans and Infidels, then Profeſſours without 


zeale Now my chiefe and ſpecial aime t (with all bumble: 
ſubmiſon to better judgements, &+ the cenſure of the Pro- 
phets)1o lay ope the ſtate of theſe men;becauſe(beſides their 
fearefull deceiving of thetr own ſoules and particular cer. 
teine damnation if they ſo continue) they mightily incenſe 
the Lords wrath againit this Land, with an inſenſible aud 


|wnackwowledged provocation;end mainely hazard the con- 


tinuance of hu glorious Goſpel amongſt us. It © common- 
by conceived indeed,both of themſetves, and of the world, 


| #hat if they be morally honeſt, and outwardly conformable 


ro the Miniftery of the Word; ſo that they be hurtleſſe and 
innocent in reſpett of humane juſtice; that they are alſs(1 
enow net how) harmeleſie and guiltleſſe before the Triba. 


| nallof God Bus the Evangelif tels ws, That that which 
fis bighly eſteemed among men, is abomination in 


the ſight of God : And God himſelfe by Iiaiah , That 


—— 


_— ION _ 


| | 
his! 


— 
i. 
= —— 
. , | —_ - " _ R _ "uw _— 
: _ wu 4a "» > 's hte Ee dF O xm 08, 7 Y "RT IF A, * 4 * ” et wy 3 T7: > % I ” * », >» 
"+ A warty. a <> a DOE Io < "4% wo... ; TD . - L VF 
w , CEPT 1 Þys Fa, ” eg WS < hs he 2 ae > oy Yr ». "iy Ya 2 4" » l Ss. - 2% 6 
* YT 2% = % 7 Io s : ” > þ bo = © 
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| waics Our waies, For certainly the ſtate of the luke-warm- 
| neſſe and formalitie in religion, howſoever it may be ful of 
| worldly applauſe and happines, & beare away the bell apon 


| 


| 
| 


| 


| the removal! of our Candleſticke, and the glory of his Gaſ 


: 
, 


| 


| and hand in drawing down all manner of plagues upon the 


| ſonnes of men : but this hath a peculiar and Perron 
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his thoughts are not our thoughts, neither are his' 


earth ; yet it © as burdenſome and hatefull unto God, as 
luke warme water, or the moſt loathſome potion to the ni- 
ceſt tomacke : and deth with a more naturall importunuie, 
then other ſinners knocke at the gates of divine juitice, for 


pel from among it us. All kinds of finnes according to their 
natere, meeſure, and ripentſie, have proportionally a part | 


power in haſtening that particular & greate(t of all judge- 


without ſpecialt indignation , that his Word, which «u hu 
| power wnio ſalvation, ſhould recevve ſuch limitation and 
preſcription from mens wiſedome, that it ſhould worke no 
further upon them, nor beget more change and holineſſe , 
then may conſiſt with the enjoyment of their worldly con. 
tentments,reputation,cs the pleaſures of their beloved ſin. 

He cannot abide, that (mendiſcontented with the ſtraitnes 
of the gate of grace,and 3s ng of a ſtri6t courſe of goa- 
lineſie)ſhould labour to find ont, and follow another "_ t0 
heaven then that which « ſanttified by bus word,er which 
hath and maſt be trodden by all thoſe that will ever ſeethe 
| Lord, Knowledge and profeſſion of Gods truth , without 
| ſandtification and zeale, are but meanes in the meane time 
#0 put out the glory of Iſrael; & w:ll hereafter but emcreaſe 
| the nember of ſtripes , and adde waight unto endleſſe tor- 


ments, the famine of the Word. For God cannot endure | . 


ment. In thename of God therefore let all luke- warme and 
| formall Chriſtians becontented to take notice of their Fe 
| B 2 
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an1 before the Sunne goe downe over the Prophets, ſuffer 
thur hearts to be thorowly heated with true zeale , and be- 


the Spirit to entertaine that ſpecial ſaving and ſantthfying 
grace, which only can ſave their ſoules, and prepare them 
for the glory that ts to be revealed. Leſt now at length ( for 
he hath borne with us miracalonſly) oar juſt God cauſe our 
| Sunne to goe downe at noone, and datkenelle 19 ſur- 


peace, 45 the anworthieſt, and unthankfulleſt people under 
heaven , and let out his vineyard to other Husband- 
men, Which will deliver him the fruites 10 their ſea- 
fons. And the more ſecure and feareleſſe we be (as wewere 
never more, )the more ſudden & inevitable s like to be our 
ſurprizall and deſtruttion. For as Gods mercies are then- 
moſt magnified, when they reheve the extremeſt miſery, 
and ſhine into the depth of diſcomfort and darkenes, when 
all other helpe is utterly deſpaired of: ſo his judgements are 
moſt glorious, when they ſtrike at the beight and toppe of 
pride aud tanpenitency ; while they thinke themſelves moſt 


fleſh, end policie of man. 
The third reaſon and motive, why I inſiſt ſo long in the 


mine Auditonrs ; who being of deepeſt underflandzng, are 
naturally apteſt and ſtronglieſt tempted, to miſtake and un- 
dervalne the myſtery of godlineſſe,and to decerve their own 


ſokles in the gh point of ſalvation. For men of greateſt 


mobleneſſe and pregnancy of ſþirit, of moſt rich and ani- 
verſall endowments of mind, without the power of grace, 


| aud 4 ſanttified humilitie (the fatreſt branch ſpringing 


thence, | 


——_——— 


— 


ſides their outward reformation,and generall lightnings of 


prize us in the cleare day : Leſt he root us out of this good 
Land, as afruitleſſe nation ; turne us vut of our houſes of 


ſure, and with greateſt confidence repoſe upon the arme of 


point of formall hypocrifie,was taken from the condition of 
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thence, and the true crownt of Chrift1anity) are readieſt to 
make au 1doll of their great ſufficiency, with a aiſdainfull | 
prejudice to paſſe by the 7 pt of the $ aints; and out of 
a flattering concett of thei 


— 


ir one hearts to thinke theix [þ1- 
rituall ſtate 4s good a5 the beſt, and moſt bleſſed from God, 
when as yet they have no part inthe firſt reſurreRion, For 
when they find themſelves far above others in all other ex- 
cellencies , and whatſoever remarkable worth the world 
takes ſpeciall notice of ; they conceive alſo, that in aproper- 
tionable congruitie (4s indeed it ſhauld be,) they are iwft- 
riour to none in theſe ſacred apprehenſions of heaven, and 
taſte of eternall life, Y pon this conſideration,I was bold,out 
of a Chriitian jealouſie, to treat on this argament, being 
perſwaded of their great wiſedome and gracious humility 
to liſten to any heavenly meſſage, which might either diſ- 
cover or prevent ſpiritual danger. 


Thine in Chriſt Teſus, 


Roz rar BoL Ton, 


| 


A DISCOVR:SE. A-A 
BOVT THE STATE OE -- 
TRVE HAPPINESSE, 


PSALME 1. 

I. Bleſſed the man that doth not walks in the connſell of the 
wicked, nor ſtandin the way of ſinners, nor fit in the ſeate 
of the ſtornefull. 

2. But his delight is int the Law of the Lord, and in by Law 
doth he meditate day and night. UPGy Dn 


greater encouragement, 
or ſtronger motive to ſtirre a man 
toancager and earneſt purſuite 6f 
the meanes, theri to propoſe unto 
him an end wherein at length his 
heart may repoſe; as in a concur- 
rence of all comforts and content- 
ments. To which, there is nopoſ- 
fibility of attainment, bur by pure- 
| neſſe of heart, holineſſe of life, conſtancy in courſe of ſan- 
| tification, which onely leade unto the face, and preſence of 
| God; where,and with whom alone 1s the higheſt perfe&tion, 
| of bliſk, a river of infinite pleaſures,che well of life, arid end- 
| leſle ret of all created dehires, For the capacity of mans foule 
cannot poſſibly bee” filled with the ſufficiency of pay 
creature z no not with a world of creatures: for they are all 
- | nothing tothe worth of a mans ſoule;Chrift himſelfchaving 
preferred it 1a yaluation, What ſhall it profit a man, 't "hee | 
| $2:426 72034 B 4 ſhould 
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| Mat.16.26 | bowld winne the whole world, if hee looſe bm owne ſoule ? And | * 
therefore can never be free from motion and vexation:untill | _ 
it reach unto (either in certaine hope, or aCtuall fruition) an 
objeR,infinite;as well in excellency of nature, as duration of 
time. Blefled then was the wiſedome of the Diſpoſer of 
| | theſe heavenly ſongs of David; whether 1t was himſelfe,or 
Ezra, or whomſoever, in that hee prefixed this excellent 
Plalme,as a Preface to all the reſt ; wherein 1s propoſed, and 
comprized a matchleſſe happineſle, whereby the godly man 
may even inthis life flouriſh like 4 P alme tree, and grow like 
a Cedar in Lebanon; refreſhed continually with rivers of 
joyes,and comforts, ſhed into his heart by the Spirit of God : 

and may ſtand like mount Zion, un-aſtonithed and unremo- 

ved, atthat great and fearetull day ; when the wicked ſhall 

call for the mountaines to cover them,and wiſh they had ne- 

ver bin, What ingenuous mind would not be inflamed with 
zeale, to the proſecution of thoſe meanes which leade unto 
anend as full of happineſle, as the Sunge is full of light, and 


the Seaof waters > What heart not poſleſled with an iron (i- 
new, would not thirlt, and long after ſound and undifſem- 
bled finceritie ; even as the Hart brayeth after the rivers of 
water, and as the dry ground gapeth for drops of raine? fith 
by it alone we purchaſe , and put on an unconquerable reſo- 
Is trom an aſſurance of being in Chriſt, and from 


the cleareneſle of a good conſcience, whereby we may walke 
even as bold as Lyons, thorow this valley of teares, amid the 
mercileſſe vexations of prophane men z nay wee may walks 
upon the Lion and CAﬀpe,the young Lyon and the Dragon we may 
tread undey feetey and hereatter be ſure to be ſatisfied with the | 
fulacfle of joy in che preſence of God, and with pleaſures at 
his right hand tor evermore. | 

This happy man is here deſcribed unto us by many argu- 
ments. | 

Firſt, are laid downe his markes and properties, negative, 
and affirmative, inthe two hirlt verſes. 

Secondly,his happfneſle is lively ſet out by a limilitude,in 
the third verſe. 

_ Illuſtrated 


4 Diſcerſeof true Heppizeſſe, | 


Illuſtrated by an oppolition of the miſery, and unhappy 
condition of Sea wicked in the fourth and fhfth verſes. | 

Coacluded with the cauſes of them both, to wit, of the 
happineſle of the godly, and vengeance upon the wicked, in 
che laſt verſe. 

The negative properties in the firſt yerſe are three : Hee 
doth not watke in the comncell of the wickgd;, Hee doth not ſtandin 
the way of ſinners; Hee doth not fit in the ſeate of the ſcornefull, 
amplified with a threefold gradation in the perſons, a&ons, 
and obje&ts of the ations. The gradation in the perſons, the 
wicked, ſinners, and ſcornefull, implics all ſorts of ungodly 
men. "The gradation in the ations, wake, ſtand, and fir, all 
manner of commerce and correſpondence with them. The 
gradation in the objeRs, the counſel, way, and ſeate, all kind 
of 1n1quity ; inward corruptions, or outward 1mpleties. The 
whole verſe laboureth with an emphaticall exaggeration, to 
ſetdowne his bleſſed forbearance of finne, and communica- 
ting with ſinfull men. 

The ſecond verſe containing his imploymene in pietie, 
ſeemeth to anſwer in eppon, the three negatives, with 
three affirmatives. Hu delighting in the Law of the Lord, is 
oppoſed to the counſel of the wicked. Hi meditation, and ex» 
erciſe in the Law, to the way of ſinuers. Day and night : there 
ra his conſtancy and habit, oppoſed to the ſcate of the ſcorne- 

Il. 

Why then,ler the prophane and flattering world ſay what 
it will; let ſenſuall, and unſanRified men judge as they liſt, 
That man,and that man alone istruly, & everlaſtingly bap- 
Py, T hat walketh not in the comnſell of the wicked; thatis, that 
doth not delight in their vaine imaginations, finfull affeRi- 
ons, luſtfull deſires, ſpeculative wantonnefle. In their proud 
and ſwelling thoughts; which conceive miſchiefe,aud bring 
forth a l1ezchaffe,and bring forth ſtubblezthe wind,and bring 
torth the whirle-wind. That doth not pertake with their im- 
potent —__ unhallowed policies ; their exorbitant, and 
' 8 indirect projets, for their pleaſures, honours, and 


; | Whole ſoule defires not to come ingo the ſecret of their cru- 
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ell conſultations , and malicious deſignements. In a word, 


whoſe heart hateth, and abominateth all venome of inward 
pollution, that hath either fountaine or feat in any power of 


the ſoule. 
That ſtardeth not in the way of ſinners : That is, that brea- 


keth not 1nto open prophaneneſle ; that 1micateth not their 


| ations, and converſation. W hole mouth 1s not full of bitter- 


neſk and lying; whoſe lippes are not infected with the poy» 
ſon of Aſpes; whoſe hands are not full of bribes and talfe- 
hood ; whole feete are not {ſwift to run atter miſchiefe, yani- 
tie, and lewd companions. 

That fitteth not in the ſeat of the ſcorneſull, That 18, that 
contineth not lumſelte to the chaire of m1quitie; that con- 


| firmeth not himſclfe m his malice and hardnefle of heart ; 


that doth not make a mocke of tinne, and jeit with the fa- 
cred Word of God; that doth not dire& the poyſonous ar- 
rowes of a ſpitefull tongue, even atthe apple of Gods owne 
eye, his deareſt Saints and ſervants. That, with the ſcorner, 
doth not dare the higheit majettie of the Almighty, to whet 
his glittering ſ{word,and take hold on judgemen: ; to put on 
his habergeon of righteouſneſle, and the garments of venge. 
ance for clothing : ſaying as itis Iſa. 5. 19. Let him make 
ſpeed': let him haſten his worke, that wee may ſee ut ; and let the 
connſell of the holy one of Iſrael draw neere, and come, that wee 
mAy know it. 

Thus far his forbearance of finfull actions. Now followes 
his practice 1n ations of Piety. 

But bus delight ts in the Law of the Lord: that 1s, the whole 
doctrine divinely inſpired,is the very joy of his heart, and de- 


I:ght of his foule. It 1s {weter unto him then hony, and the |, 
| hony combe.It 1s more precious unto him then gold, yea the 


much fine gold. Iris more worth unto him then heaven and 


' earth. And when the heart 1s once enkindled with love,there 
| the imagination imbraceth with deareſt apprehenfion; the 


; thoughts are 1umpatient of any other object ; all che powers 


of the 1foule are united ina {trong endevour of the attaine- 


| ment, The whole mind mult needs bee poſictt with medita- 


MY 
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tion, If he delight in the Law of the Lord , hee muſt need 
meditate therein, And this fervency of the heart,cannot pol. 
fibly bee incloſed within the compaſſe of the breſt : it will 
ſpread 1t ſelfe in ſpeech and ations : as isplaine, Pfal. 37.30. 
The month of the righteons will ſpeqke of wiſtdome , and his 
tongue will ralke of judgement. The reaſon followes, For the 
Law of his God ts in his heart, And Plalme 119.167. Ay 
| ſoule hath kept thy T eftimonies : for I love them execeaingly. 
"And this love, delight, meditation, and exerciſe in the Law 
of God, of this happy man, 1s not as a morning cloud, and as 
che morning dew , before the Sunne : bur like the light of 
the Sun,that ſhineth more and more,unto the perfe6t day. It 
1s not for a ſtart, for feare,upon reſtraint, for reputation, for 
advantage; or to cover the terrors of conſcience, for a while, 
with a few flaſhes of deceiveable comforts, out of ſome milſ- 
applied promiſes in the word of God : but 1t is out of a free 
reſolation, and with undaunted conſtancy, = and neg bt. 

But give me leave, I beſeech you, betore I proceed to the 
explication of the reſt; or deduGtions of dodtrines from theſe 

articulars z to propoſe unto you this generall Doctrine, 
which hath his ſtrength from the body of the Palme, and 
the maine ſcope of the Spirit of God. 

There 1s in the Booke of God propoſed and offered unto 
us, an happineſk, ſtanding in oppoſition to all the vaine feli- 
cities, which ancient Pluloſophers deviſed out of their deepe 
ſpeculations ; or __ men trame out of their corrupt af- 
tections : not conſiſting in pleaſures, riches, honours, great- 
neſle ; in civill honeſty, tormall hypecriſie; or the whole poſ- 
hbility of nature : but in ſupernaturall grace, and the bleſſed 
conſequents, 

The whole booke of Eccleſiafter, Salomons ſacred retra- 
Ctations,is a large and ſound demonſtration of this Do&rine. 
Salomon was ſonne unto the worthieſt King that ever ſway- 
ed Scepter upon earth ; and he was predeceflor'in the royall 
line unto the Sonne of God ; and ſo martchleſſe for nobility, 
iftrue happineſle had conſiſted therein. He was King of Ie- 
ruſalem, the Lady of the world, the pefeRion of gr” 


| 


od Diſcourſe of true happineſſe. 


the joy of the whole earth, Hee gave ſilver ag ſtones, ang 
gave Cedars as the wilde fig-trees, that grow abundantly in 
| theplaine, He built him houſes, and planted Vineyards. He | 
| provided him men-lingers, and women-lingers; and the de- 
lights of the ſonnes of men, W hatſoever his eyes deſired, hee 
| with-held it not from thtm , and with-drew not his heart 
' from any joy. For wiſedome and + hee had a 
large heart, even as the ſand that is on the fea ſhore. In ſpe- 
culative knowledge, hee excelled the wiſedome of all the 
childrenof the Eait; and all the wifedome of Egypr, Hee 
| was able to diſcourle from the Cedar tree that 1s in Leba- 
| non, even unto the Hyſope that ſpringeth out of the wall. 
In wiſedome of policy and governement, there was none 
like unto him before hum, neither after him ſhall ariſe che 
like unto him, So that Sa/omon was the molt fit and abſo- 
luce man that ever lived, both for ability 1n underſtanding, 
' abundance in poſſeſſion, and delire 1n ſearching to take an 
' exact meaſure, and the utmoſt extent of the worth and 
| ſufficiency of all creatures: and to raiſe from them the beſt | 
| contentments they could poſſibly affoord. Yet when he had 
| wearied himſelfe 11 the variety of paſlages of this life : and 
in the Booke of Ecclefiaftes,becomes a publike penitentiarie 
to the whole Church, and to all poſterity ; ſee his judge- 
ment : heutterly diſayowes and diſclaimes them all, as mi- 
{erable comforters, as meere ſhadowes and dreames ; where- 
inthere is no more matter of ſound comfort, then there is 
light in the greateſt darkenefle, or taſte in the white of an 
Eccleſ. 2.2. | egge. Hee {ayes of laughter, T how art mad; and of joy, What 
u this that theu doeft ? And whereas wiledome and know- 
ledge, are the moſt incomparable treaſures this tranſitory 
| world hath; he ſaith, that 5» the nueltitude of wiſedome ts much 
griefe : and hee that increaſeth knowledge , mereaſeth ſorrow. 
And of theſe, and all other things under the Sunne ; yea, and 
if tothe glory of all created natures, were an addition of ten 
thouſand excellencies, that never man ſaw or enjoyed ; hee | 
| had pronounced of them all , in reſpect of true hap- 
| pineſle, and divided from the grace and feare of God, and a |» 
ſanCtified | 
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fanRified heart;thac they are all vanity. And if he had f 
there,it had becne well z thatargues buta paſſive impert 
on, and a weakeneſk of being in the things chemſclves; 
they are vexation of ſpirit. Nothing 1at xemlelyes, yet full | 
of power and aRtivitie, to inflict yengeance and vexation 
upon the ſpirit ofa man. The ſpirit. of a man bring lope 1n 
linceritie, and ſeconded with a good, cohſcience,, 1s able;to 
beare out his infirmities, and all the miſeries incident to ls 
|-nature: Iris able to paſle by, with a reſolute and contented 
patiexce, th: lying imputations of the prophaneſt malice : It 
1s able, by the grace of God, to encounter with the terrors 
of death, ang] the fearefulneſle of the grave; yea, to endure 
with gracious humilitie, eventhe preſence of God and A 
gels at that great Day. But a wounded and afflicted ſpirit 
Who can beare > If the eye bee darke, How great 1s that 
darkeneſſc?If the fpirit of a man, which ſhauld refre{hall the 
faculties of the ſouls with comfortable. cheerefulneſſe, and 
fill the whole body with a lively vigour ,. bee..it ſelfe woun- 
ded with vexation and terror; How comfortleſſe 1s that 
man ? If his ſtrength were the ſtrength of ſones, and lus 
fleſh of brafſez yer would the torment of a bitter affliched 
ſoule grinde him to powder ; and melt. as the dew before 
the Sunne ,. whatſoever he accounteth ſtrongeſt, and moſt 
powerfull to relieve his heavineſſe; 18 would turne all tas 
choiſeſt anddeareſt pleaſures into wormewood and bitter- 
neſle. And this vexation, with which riches, honours, or 
- what other vanitie defireable in this life doth afflidt che un- 

regenerate heart, is twofold : In the very purſuite of them. is | 
much anguiſh, many grievances, feares, jzalouſies, diſgra- 
ces, interruptions, diſcontentments. But after the u t1- 
hed enjoying of them, tolloyes tha ing of canſcience, that 
will everlaſtingiy vexe the ; 4 which. is the. yery.carneſt 


of the Are of hell ; 7 which a man doth exp & with uncon- 


celveable horrour, the conſummatian. of thewrath of God, 
(which burneth farre hotter , and more unquenchably, then 
any fire, though, augmented with 5 a1 of brig 
Rone) to be powred upon his body and foule for, evermare, 
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in the world ro come. How then poſſibly can there bee any 
happineſle in theſe vexations ? W herefore Salomon having 
prooved rhe negative part of my dottrine, concludes the po- 
fitive inthe laſt chaprer : That to feare God, with reverent 
regard to keepe his commandements , 1s the onely way to 
be poſleſt of true happineſk ; ro find peace of conſcience, and 
aſſurance of the favour of God. For leta man, while he will, 
in this world of vanirie, either ſport himſelf- in the ſoft, and 
greene way of fading pleaſures; or pleaſe himſelfe in che 


| _ miſcries of honours and high places; or tire him- 
c 


Ife in the toyles of inſatiable greedinefſe; or brave it in 
his oathes, blaſphemies, and — of powring in ſtrong 
drinke; or tread the fearefull deſp:rate path of con- 


ritie of his Saints : all the while, when he 1s at the beſt;he is 
bur as the raging ſea, that cannot reſt. For ſo 1/aiah com- 
pares the wicked, Chap. 7.20. The ſea, you know, 1s not 
onely many times toſſed and tumbled up and downe with 
windes and tempefts ; but ever inwardly diſqui-ted, even 
| with her owne motions, cafting up continuall mire and 
dirt upon the ſhore, and breaking into foame her proudeſt 
waves againſt the Rockes: Even fo the heart of that man 
which hath repoſed his aff: ions upon the glory of this life 


| 1s not onely many times diſquieted and caſt downe with 


outward croſſes and occurrents; as with loſle of friends,dif- 
countenance of great Ones, diſappointment of his hopes 
and prefermentsz with wrongful] railings, and diſgraces; 

with looking upon the day ot his death, and vengeance up- 
onthe wicked; with diftarbers of his ſecurine in his plea- 


erm 


ſures and digniries : but isalfo, befides the reſtleſſe rorture 
| of his conſcience, ever from within, foaming out his owne 
ſhame, che diſhonour of God, and the vexation of his bre- 
thren. Butt 1s not ſo with him that holds the feare of God 
| for his ſureſt ſanQtuary; that hath reſolved to reſigne up him» 
fſelfe in holy obedience to the will of God. Hts heart 1s like 
' the upper part of the world, which is ever full of ſerenitie, 
conſtancy, and brightnefic; be the aire below never fo trou- 
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temprs of the power of Religion, the truth of God,and fince- | 
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bled with ſtormes and thunders; or the earth with commo- 
tions and rumults : For lct there bee about him the devour 
ring ſword of the Tyrant, the confaming tlames of perſecu- 
tion, the keene razors of lying tongues, the mouthes of Ly+ 
ons, the cruell combinations of his enemies; nay, let che 
earth be moved, and let the mountaines fall into the middeſt 
of the ſea : yet his heart is joy full, patient, reſolute, and con» 
tented. | 
> Butto deſcend more ſpecially to the particulars of the ne- 
gative part of my Do&rine : let me adde ta the many and 
{trong reaſons of the ancient Philoſophers, and late Schoole- 
men Trnvinh pleaſures, riches, and honours ) theſe chree; 
which will for ever utterly difable them for claiming any 
ſhew of intereſt in mans happin le. 

Firſt, thy cannor poſſibly fill the unlimited d-fire of the 
foule. For aithough che treaſures, the greatneſſe, the delights 
of all mea living, were in thepreſent poſſeſſion of one : yet | 
ſome whart beſides, and above all this, there would {hill bee 
ſought, and carneitly thiritcd for. Nay 1t.is certrine, if one 
man were not onely- crowned with the ſoveraigaty of all 
the Kingdomes of the earth, but beſides, were made Com- 
mander of the motions of the Sunne, and the glory of the 
Starres ; yet the reſtleſſe eye of his u+{atished underitanding, 
would peepe and prie beyond the heavens, tor ſome hidden 
excellency , and ſuppoſed felicitie, which the whole com + 

of thus created world cannot yeeld. So unquenchable 
1s the chirſt of mans ſoule, untill it bathe it ſelfe1n xhe River | 
of life, and in the immeaſurable Ocean of goodnefle and 
wiſedome. So impoſſible is it, that this matcriall world 
| with all her perfe&10ns,, ſhould bee a proportionable objeR 
| toſoprecious a nature z or that ſo diyine a ſparke ſhould 
ceaſe riſing and aſpiring , untill.it yoyne it felte to thar 
_—_ flame of glory and majeſtic, from whence it firlt 1f- 
ued, | 
Secondly , they cannot ſecure the Conſcience diftrefſed| 
- | with the apprehenſion of the wrath of God, or prevent. his 
| Jadgements. Memorable is that horrible amazement, rhar 
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| ſurpriſed che heart of Be/Gazxzar, amid his greateſt jolities, |? 
| Melting hee was in pleaſures , and deliciouſneſle; fojacing | * 
| himfelfe amongſt his wives and concubines; carouſing in 
the golden and filver veſſels of the Temple. But when there | 
ared fingers of a mans hand, which wrote over againſt | 
the Candleſticke, upon the plaiſter of the wall '(a remem- | 
brancer unto his conſcience, how contemptuouſly , and ſa- 
crilegioully hee had diſhonoured the higheſt Majeſtic ; and 
that the vials of Gods heavie vengeance were ready to bee 
powred upon his head) all the joyes of his royall pompe va-= 
niſhed as the ſmoke : For then the Kings countenance was 
changed, and his thoughts troubled him, ſo that the joynts of 
his loynes were looſed, 'and his knees ſmote one againſt the 0+ 
ther, And now, one pang of his wounded conſcience Hid * 
much more torment him,then the kingdome,majeſty, glory, 
and honour , which hee received from his father Nebauchad- 
#ezz4r ould ever comfor him: So, I doubt not, but many 
times, the hearts of many glorious Ones in this life, that are | 
not in trouble like other men; but ſpread themſelves as | 
| greene bLy-trees : when they heare the certaine judgements 
of God, denounced out of his booke by his Miniſters, againſt 
thoſe franes, to which (by long cuſtome and yowed reſoly- 
tion)thiey have faftened cheir affetions, becauſe thereon des | 
pend their pleaſures, honours, ſtates, reputations, contented : 
paſſing the time, or the like : T ſay, that many rimes (except |. 
their couſciences bee ſeared up with a hot iron, againſt the 
day of vengeance,and then their caſe'is unſpeakably wofull) 
their hearts tremble, even as the trees of the forreft, that are 
ſhaken with the winde : Amid their laughing , their hearts 
are ſorrowtfull : Or if their mirth be entire , ic 1s but like the 
woyſe of the thornes under the pot. Thornes under a pot, you | - 
| know, make a great cratkling, and a noyſe for a little time : 
| they blaz? faire and bright, butare ſuddenly extinct, and} 
brought to nothing. Neither are thoſe cold comforters able 

| to quench Gods hery jelouſie , when it breakes forth in| 
| plagues and judgements againſt a ſinfull people. Witneſle|* 
the Prophets : Zephan, chap. 1.17. 18. The blond ſpall bee| 
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powred out as duſt, and ther fb as the dung. Neither | 
ver, nor their rw b ber re rented the| 
Lords wrath, Lo the whole land ſhall be devenred by the | 
his jealonſie, Ezech. 7. 19. their filver and their gold ean- 
wot deliver them in the day of the wrath of the Lord; they ſhall nos 
ſatisfie their ſoulet neither full their bowels z for this ruined ts for 
their iniquitie. Obad. T hough thox exalt thy ſolfe as the Eagle 
1d makes thy neft among the ſtarres, thence will I bring thee down, 
{aith the Lord. It is not then any wedge of gold, or height 
of place, can priviledge, or prote& usz when our finnes are 
ripe, and ready to take the flame of Gods fierce 'wrath and 
indignation. vs 
Thirdly,they cannot ſtretch themſelves unto etermicie. For 
there are no contentments of this life ( whether they lye in 
honours, riches,pleaſures,friends,or the like) letthem be ne- 
ver ſo many in number,ſo potent in the world,or in our own 
perſwaſions,ſo exempt from mixture of diſcomfort; that can 
poſſibly bring us further,then our death-bed, It may be for 
a few and wretched daies of our life, they have detained us in 
a fooles paradiſe, yet full of Vipers and Scorpions; It may be 
kay have left ſome obſcure prints of unſound joyes in our 
paſages : but then, at their farwell, they are utterly _ 
led of their weake,and imaginary ſweetnes: and are wholly 
turned into wounds, and wormewood, into gall and vexati- 
on. They leave a ſting indeed inthe conſcience, that never 
dies; but themſelves die all at our deaths; and liedown with 
us in our graves. Why then, when the immortall ſoule, be- 
ing diſlodged from this tabernacle of clay, ſhall now be- 
gin toenter the confines of eternity z what ſhall comfort it, 
through that endlefſe duration ? For if it looke backe to this 
inch of time, which it conſumed in yanity,it may aske:Wh 
have I beene troubled about many things > Why have dif. 


— —— 


quieted my ſelfe in vaine? Why have I inſolently inſulted 0- 
ver innocency,and accounted finceritie madneſſc? What hath 

de profited me ? or what 'profit hath the pompe of riches 
rought me ? Andit may be anſwered : Al thoſe things ave 


paſſed away like a ſhadow, aud as 4 P oaft that paſſeth by: as @ 764 | 
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that paſſeth over the waves of the water, which when it « gone | 
by, the trace thereof cannot be found, neither the path of it in the |+ 
: or 44 birds Horny rank gar mann | 
token of ber e, but onely heare thenoyſe of her wings, 
inks Wt; partin he ayre eve 7 a 
of her going, and flyeth on Baking her wings, whereas afterward 
no token of her way can bee found, It then the expiration of all 
worldly comforts be molt certaine and inevitable,at the fur- 
| theſt at our departure from this life z it is impoſſible there 
ſhould be any abſolute joy found in them : for there 1s wan- 
ting the very life and accompliſhment of true happineſle, aſ- 
ſurance of perpetuity. Imagine therefore a man to be abun- 
dantly encompaſled even with all the delires of his heart ; 
let him waſh his paths wich butcer; and let the rocke powre 
him out rivers of oyle;let him heape up ſilver as the duſt,and 
gold as the mire 1n the ſtreets let him decke himſelfe with 
majeltie and excellency, and array himſelfe with beauty and 
glory; let him drinke up the pleaſurcs of this world in as 
great abundance as Behemoth the river lordan ; yet all is no- 
thing,himſelfe being covered with corruption, and mortali- 
ty ; and the fruition of them with vanity and change. One 
generation paſleth away, and another generation commeth. 
He mult at length neceſſarily make rehgnation of al into the 
hands of a new ſucceſſion : and hee ſhall take nothing away 
when he dies ; neither ſhall his pompe or pleaſures deſcend 
[after him. Yetifa man beſides an entire and interrupted poſ- 
ſeſſion of his worldly contentmentsz which 1s never to bee 
looked for in this life, for,as /ob ſpeakes, # hile his fleſh is upon 
bim, be ſhall be ſorrowfull z and while bus ſoule is in him, it ſhall 
moxrne ; yet, ſay, if belides he were able coextend his life to 
many mill1ons of yeares, the matter were a little more tole- 
rable, Bur alas, the life of a man at the moſt is but a hand- 
bredth, or a ſpan long; and that which makes it much more 
miſerable, he knowes not in what part of that ſhort ſpanne, 
how ſuddenly, or how ſoone he ſhall be cut off trom the land 
of the living ; and goe, and ſhall not returne, even unto the 
| Land of darkeneſle, and ſhadow of death. For the rejoycing of 
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the wicked # ſport , and the joy 
T hough by exce Deas 
reach unto the clowds : yet ſoall be periſh for ever, like biiung 3 
and they which have ſcene him, ſhall ſay, where is be? Hee fhall 
flee away 45 a'dreame, and they ſpall not find him , and ſhall paſſe 
away 4s 4 viſion of the night. So that the eye which had Jerne 
hirs, ſhall doe ſo no more and his place ſhall ſee himmno more. And 
in this reſpe&t, mans condition is far inferiour to other crea- 
tures. One generation paſlech,and another generation ſuccee- 
deth : but the earth remainerh for ever. The Sunſeemes every 
night to lye downe in a bed of darkenefle; but he riſes in the 
morning clothed with the ſame glory and brightneſle; and 
rejoyceth as a Giant to runne his courſe : But man(aith Tob) 
is ſicke, and dieth,and man periſheth,and where u he ? As the wa- 
ters paſſe from the ſea,and as the flood decayeth, aud dryeth up; [0 
man fleepeth,andriſeth not : for he ſhall not walks againe, nor bee 
raiſed from h1s ſleepe,till the heaven be no more. 

Tolet therefore theſe wretched vanities paſſez as'unwor- 
thy to be infiſted on thus long. For howſoever, the worldly- 
minded man, wanting utterly the eye of faith, and having 
his eie of reaſon dimmed with miſts, that rife fr6 his tumul» 
tuous and fiery paſſions, groſſe ignorance,and wilfull malice, 
(ſo that he only looks upon the honours, riches,and pleaſures 
of this life, with a carnall and ſenſuall eie) may ſeeme to ſee 
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| in them ſome glimmerings of happinefle,and thereafter con- 


forme and proportion his deſires, endeavours, and projects ; 


| becauſe he hath his portion only in this life: yet certainly,the 


truly generous mind may cleerely,our of the very apprehen- 
fion of nature and light of reaſon,diſcerne them all to bee no | 
better then a broken (taffe of reed; whereupon if a man leane 
it will go into his hand,and pierce it, yea,and ſtrike his heart 
too thorow with many ſorrowes; and that in the time of 
troudle,they will all prove but as a broken tooth, and (liding 
foot. To let them therefore paſſe, and die and periſh, I come 
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to two other branches of the negative part: civill honeſty, 
and formall hypocriſie 


Theſe indeed are the two great engines, by whichin this 
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full light and glorious noonetide of the Goſpel z the prince Þ 
ofthis world . Bac many multitudes into his ſnares 1n |: 
this life, and into chaines of darkenefle in the life to come. . | 
| Sweetnefſe of nature, lovelineſle of diſpoſition, fairenes of |: 
conditions, a pleaſing affability in carriage and converſati- 
onz anunſwayed uprighetneſſe in civill abtions, and negott- 
ations with men, make a goodly ſhew. But if there be an ac- 
ceſſion of profeſſion of the Goſpel, of outward performance | 
of religious exerciſes, of ſome correſpondence with the ſer- 
vants of Godz why then the matter is ſtricken dead: There 1s 
the perfeftion. W hatſoever is above, is proud hypocriſie, 
vaine;glorious ſingularity, phantafticke preciſeneſlez when | 
( God knowes)there may be all this,and yet no power of Re- |. 

igion, no life of grace, notrue happineſle, no hope of eter- | 
nitie, To the demonſtration of which point before I proceed, 
let me prevent two objections. 

Firſt, I'deny not, but that morall vertuouſneſſe is good, 
and excellent 1n it ſelfe the outward performance of religi- | 
ous duties, and the exerciſe of the meanes of our converſion, 
are neceflary. But1f moral vertuouſneſſe were able to put an | 
che greateſt magnificence and applauſe, that ever it ancient» 
ly enjoyed amonglt the preciſelt Romanszwhereby it might | * 
| worthily draw 1nto admiration andjult challenge,even thele | - 
times: of Chriſtianitie: yet in reſpe& of acceptance with 
God, and conformitie to his will ; and being not guided and 
ſanRified by ſupernaturall grace, it is but at the beſt the very 
flchineſſe of a menſtruous clout, And outward ations of | 
Religion, be they performed with as glorious a ſhew and 
| undiſcernable pena ever they were by the moſt tor- |. 
mall Pharife; yer ſevered from a ſound and ſanRikied heart, 
(the fountaine which gives life, ſweetneſle, and acceptation 
to all outward ſervices) they are but all, as the cutting off of 
a Dogs necke, and the offering of Swines bloud. -Þ 

Secondly, I doe not heare by any meanes purpoſe the dif- 
comfort of that man, whoſe ſoule 1s yet wraſtling with the 
grievous afflitions and terrours of conſcience, in the ſore tra- | 
vell of his new-birth: I wiſh unto him the ſweeteſt combo 

$!. 


iii tt FP. A. A Fig. oo 


Mo 3 4. 


er ms 


——— 


—— 


A Diſcourſe of true happineſſe. 
that either he in his greateſt agonies can defire,or the bowels 
of Gods tendereſt compaſſions are wont to powre into bro- 
ken and bleeding hearts; and that the joy full light of his Sa. 
viours countenance may breake foorth upon his cloudy and 
drooping conſcience, wirh farre greater brightneſle then e- 
ver the cleereſt Sunne upon the face of the earth. Neither 
doe I purpoſe the diſcouragement of him who hath happily 


paſſed the fearetull,but neceſlary pangs of remorſe for ſinnes; 


and hath already (by the grace of God) laid hold uponthe 
merits and mercies of Chriſt,by a true,though a weake faich. 


'I wiſhthat his ſoule (as a new-borne babe in Chriſt) may be 


couched with the ſmootheſt hand of the moſt wiſe and cha- 
ritable diſcretion; and that it may bee nouriſhed with the 
{weereſt milke of the moſt gracious and comfortable pro- 
miles, I ever eſteemed 1t molt bloudy cruelty to quench the 
ſmoking flaxe, or breake the bruiſed reed, or to adde ſor- 
row to him whom th= Lord hath wounded; and therefore 
rather infinitely deſireto turne the ſmoking flaxe into a bur- 
ning fire of zeale; to refreſh the weake and wounded heart, 
with ſofteſt oyle of Gods deareſt mercies z to make the 
bruiſed reede a pillar of brafſe, that it may tand Rrong, and 
ſure at the day of tryall. Whereupon, I pronounce out of 
moſt certaine grounds of Gods eternal truth, unto the weak- 
eſt faith, 1f true and ſound; that the gates of hell, with all 
the furie and malice of the prince and powers of darkeneſſe, 
ſhall never prevaile againſt it. That neither Angels, 
nor /principali:1es, nor thingspreſent, nor things to come, 
nor depths below, nor heights above, nor the creatures of | 
tenne thouſand worlds, ſhall ever be able to worke a ſepara- | 
tion of 1t from the infinite love of God, which firſt plan- 
ted it in the heart; or a disjunRion. of it from Chriſt, 
which inſpires it continually with life, ſpirit, and motion. 
It is not difference of degrees and meaſure , that takes a- 
way the nature and being of it. A ſmall drop of water is as 
well and truely water, as the whole Ocean: a little fparke is 
as truely fire, both in eflence and quality, as the mightieſt 
flame: the hand of a little child may receive a Pearle,as wel 
C 3 as 
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A Diſcourſe of true happineſſe. 


as the hand of the greateſt Giant, though not hold it ſo 
(trongly : a weake faith may be a true faith, and ſo a ſaving 
faith, as well as the full perſwaſion and height of aſſurance. 
This onely I mult adviſe in this point; that if this graine of 
multard-teed, watered with the dew of grace, grow not to- 
wards a great tree : if this ſparke, enkindled by the Spirit of 
God, ſpread not into a big flame : if this ſmall mealure of 
faich be not edged with a longing fervency after fulnefle of 
perſwaſion,and ſeconded with an afſliduous and fertous en- 
deavour after more perfection ; it was no ſound and ſaving 
faith, but onely a counterfeit ſhew, and a deceiving ſha- 
dow. But yet tor all this, I cannot (without a wor) ſpeake 
good of evill,andevill of good: I mult not pur darkenefle for 
ight, and light fcr darkenefle : wile Salomon hath taught us, 
Pro.17.15. | that hee that yuſtifieth the wicked, and nee that condemn: th 
| |the juſt, even they both are abomination unto the Lord. And 
theretore I mult tell you, that a man may be greatin the eye 
of the world, and in the judgement of the greater part, for 
his civill honeſtie, and folemne performances of outward 
duties of Religion (to which many thouſands never art- | 
taine; ) and yet himſelte be not only a ſtranger from the life 
of God and right happineſle,and holden faſt under the power 
and tyranny of the firſt death : but alſo by accide, bes» 
ing puft up with a conceit of an imaginary perteEtion, be- 
come a violent oppoſite to the power of Rel1gion and true 
godlinefle. The reaſon whereot may be this : Oar corrupt 
nature (as in matters of underftanding and opinion) wor- 
keth in any man a too too much love of his owne inventt- 
ons, and concluſions; all oppoſition 1nflames the affei- 
'on, and ſets on foote the wit, to find out arguments for 
their proofe, leſt he ſeeme to have beene too weake of judge- 
ment 1n framing them, or too 1nconſtant 11 not defending 
chem : even ſoalſo in matters of life and converſation ; and 
{the more plauſible a mans courſe is, and the more glori- 
ouſly 1t 18 entertained of the world, the ſtronger is his re- 
ſolution to continue in it, and the more impatient hee is 
af all coarrolement and contradiction. So that morall ho+ 
neſtie. | 
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A Diſcourſe of true happineſie. 
neftie, and outward religiouſneſſ,being in themſelves good 
and neceſſary, and a good ſtep to Chriltianity : yet by acct- 
dent are many times a ſtrong barre to keepe men fromthe 
power of godlineſſe and unfained ſincerity. Becauſe, when 
chey contider their preſent courſe is in good acceptance 
with che world, and that 1t may well confilt with the free 
enjoy ment of their honours and pleaſures, at leaſt arifing 
from their beloved and ſecret finnes, they willingly and pe- 
remptorily reſt and repoſe upon it; contented with a proba» 
ble errour of being 1n the ſtate of grace, and with aplauſible 
paſſage unto eternall death. And the rather, becauſe _— 
know full well, if they ſhould ſtep forward unto forwar 
neflc in Religion, and that inward holinefſe, without which 
they ſhall never ſee the face of God, they ſhould not onely 
raile up againit themſclves many thundring tempeſts, of the 
worlds infolent, falſe, and ſpitefull cenſures zbut alſo even 
from the bottome ot hell, many diſturbances & fearefull cea- 
tations. For I amperſwaded, while a man lies ſecure in the 
courſe of unregeneration, if the divell'can procure it, he ſhall 
enjoy his hearts deſire, he ſhall bring his enterprizes to paſle, 
and not fall into trouble like other men. Hee onely then be. 
gins to beſtirre himſelfe, when a man begins to ſtir cowards 
grace; or that by his traines, hee hath brought him to ſome 
point of advantage, to ſome dead lift, to his death-bed; that 
he may have a full ſtroke at his deſtruCtion, that he may ſud-| 
denly and certainely ſwallow him up, body and ſoule ; and 
then he payes lum home with a witneſle; for either through 
ſenſeleſneſle,or deſpaire, he finkes him downe irrecoverably 
Into the botrome of hell. 

Theſe two objections thus prevented;I come tothe proofe | , 
of the point 1» hand. And firit, theſe reaſons following may |/ 
demonſtrate, that hee which reaches but to civill honeſty, | 
comes farre ſhort of being 1n Chriſt, and conſequently, of 
true happineſle. 

Firſt, ſome of the Heathens (out of thoſe weake notions 
and 1nclinations to vertuouſneſſe, which corrupted nature 
contuledly imprinted in their minds) atcained a great mea- 
C 4 ſure, 
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ſureof morall perfeRtion. This Elegie the * Hiſtorian gives | 
of the Roman Cato. Cato was « max which aid anmare the || 
ns ſpeculative image .of vertne with lively executions and | 

| incorporated into bn 
honeſt mind,that bee d14good, not for reſpetr and reſervedly, but | 


| 


prattice. Grodneſſe was ſo habitually 


be ou . 


/e. Ion 


becauſe hee could poſſibly doe no ot 
cie was the rule of bus 


ons ; xv time , hee was the ſame man, and hada free com- 
over his paſſions, both in time of acceptarion and diſgrace. | * 
rted of Fabricins,, thata man might Jlooner | | 


It is furcher repo 
turne the Sun from his courſe,then to ſway Fabricius ( by re- 


vinity,to'be bur © glorious ſins beautifull abominarions. Auſtin, 
* that great diſputer, and worthy Facher, confirmes it unan- 
ſwerably; eſpecially from that;ground 1n the Epiſtle to the 
< Hebrewes : Without faith it is impoſſible to pleaſe God, Leta 
mans works in ſhew bee never fo good, fo magnificent; fo 


by a lively faith, and pure from an evill conſcience, hee is but 
a painted ſepulchre, or whuted wall. But yer take this by the 
way; if theſe Heathens (in the twilight of reaſon) became 
ſuch admirable lights of uprightneſle and honeſty ; and yer 
Ciriſhans 1n theſe dayes (when all the beames of Chriits 
blefſed Goſpel are ſhining and ſhed round about them) con- 
tinue till in darkeneſſe,cold and frozen 1n prophanenefle and 
_— ; certaigely, as it ſhall beeeaſier tor 7 yrus and Sidon 
xt the day of jadgement,then for Corazin and Bethſaida: ſo it 
ſhall be eaſier for many Heathens (chough to them impoſli- 


andintegritie. Caro-and Fabricius at that day ſhall riſeupa- 
gainft many luke-warme Profeſſors of our times, to their e- 
'ternall fhame,confukon,and condemnation. 

The fecond reaſon 1s grounded upon the words of Saynt 
Paul, 1 Corinth, 2. 14. T he natarall man wveth not the 


things of the Spirit of rod; for they ave fool1ſhnefſe wnto him : 
I hnow them, 


4 
attions ; and bring free from the corrupr> | 2 
ſpeRs) from honelt and ingenuous dealing. And yetalitheſe |- : 


excellencies of moralitie are juſtly and truly cenſured by Di- |. © 


charitable z except the heart bee purged from dead workes | * 


ble) then for thoſe Chriſtians, that paſſe not them in vertue 


arſe they are ſpiritually Raf | 
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even a man con(idered with the whole compalle ofthereaſo- 
nable ſoules poſſibility, And mans reaſonable ſoule, by that 
ſtrength it yer retains((ince it was by God juſtly.difinherited 
of al ſpiritual patrimony, for Adems rebellion) may purchaſe 
ſome kind of perfedtion. Firſt,in it {clfe ir may be excellent, 
if endowed with a ſharpe wit,a quick apprehenſion, aſtrong - 
mind,a piercing judgment,a faithful memory,a more 
rate will,and milder affe&ions, But it by induſtry and Artie | 
furniſh and fill every ſeverall faculty with thoſe ornaments 
and qualities,of which they are naturally capable, the perfe- 
Rion 1s much more admirable. And yet beſides thele excel» 
lencies in it ſelfe, it may ſhine gloriouſly to others,it may go 
further,and enable it ſelfe by abtion,experience and obſerva- 
tion, with ſuch an univerſal wiſdomezthatac may not only be 
fic & qualified for notable offices of lociety &.entercourfe in 
politicke Bodies, bat alſo rcach unto that depth of foreſight, 
and large comprehenſion of circumſtances, that it-may bee 
worthy imploy ment in affaires of State, and in thediceQion 
and guidance of whol kingdomes. All theſe perfeftons may 
concur upon the ſoule, and yet it remaine ſarke blind inthe 
my lteries of Salvacion. I __ them al jopntly in one man, 
and 1n the higheit degree of perfection andexcellency , of 
which unſanctified moralitie 1s capablezand let them bee ne-- 
verſo much admired,and flattered of the world; yee without | 
the ſalt of grace toſcaſon them, & the life of grace to animate 
them, they are but as gay and rich attire 
dy ; as jewels, chaines, and bracel-ts, upo 
carcaſe, Letno man-then deceive his owne heartzhe may\be 
enriched with ſingular nancie of all the faculties of the 
ſoule, he may be ſtored with variety of the choiſeſt and pro- | 
foundeſt learning,he may expreſſe in ation andcivill hone- 
ty the abſolute portraiture of Ariffor/es morall vertues; hee 
may be as politicke as Abirophe/; hoſe comſeltawinchhe coun- 
ſelledin thoſe daigs, was like as one had athed counſell at the 
WEL Oracle” 
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| and ingenuous man; Iamfure hee was a great man, and a Þ 


| comes from teaching,a 
| to be examined in the praGtice and experimentall feeling of ; 
| - .* * - + 
theſe graces of regeneration upon his owne ſoulez why, hee: 
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Oracle of God : and yet without ſupernaturall illumination, 
and the divine of faith, love,zeale, ſincerity, ſpirituall* 
wiſedome, a {an6tified contention of ſpirit, in making to«' 
wards God in all kind of duties z which only put a man into 
poſſeſſion of crue happineſſe,and fit him for a blefſed afſociati- 
on with God, Angels, and holy men ; I ſay, without theſe 
ſupernaturall graces, he cannot onely not perceive the things 
of the Spirit of God, but (which is an horrible and fearefull | 

 eurſe) even eſteeme them fooliſhneſſe. : 
| The third reaſon ſhall be taken from the example of Nice- 


| dens, lohn 3. Nicodemus, I am perſwaded, was an honeſt 


Teacher of Iſracl ; yer when he comes out of his civill hone- | 
| ſty and naturall wiſedome, to reaſon-and confer with Chriſt | 
about the ſalvation of his ſoule andeternall happineſſe; hee | 
is ſtrangely childiſh and a meere infane. For when Chriſt cels | 
him ; Except 4 man be borne againe, hee cannot ſee the king dome |: 
yo ; hereplyes : How can a manbe borne which us old ? Can |: 
enter into his mothers wombe againe and be borne ® A reply, | j 
which may breed an aſtoniſhment in all chat ſhall everreade |: 
this ſtory underſtandingly unto the worlds end : nay, it | 
ſcemes to ſeeme ſtrange to Chriſt himſelfe, by his interro- |” 
gative admiration afterward; Art thou a Teacher of 1/3 ael, | 
and knoweft not theſe things ? And no marvell ; for who would { 
think, that one of the beſt of the Phariſes,a ruler of the Tewes, Py 
a prefeſt DoCtor in the Law and the Prophets, and one care- | 
full to fave his ſoule, ſhould bee ſo groſſely and palpably'ig- |: 
norant, in a moſt materiall and neceſlary point of ſalvation ; |: 
eſpecially , having many times, no doubt, read it in Moſes |: 
and the Prophets? Amongſt many places,he might ſee, Ezee. | 
36. 26, 27, moſt clearely laid downe the great and glorious | 
worke of our new birth : A new heart alſo will I give you, and |” 
« ew ſpirit will ] put within you. 1 will take the ſtony heart out | 
of your body and 1 will give you a heart of fleſh,c5c But when he |* 
x "57 of this and the like places, | 


talkes' 
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calkes of a man thatis old, entring againe into his 


| 


wombe : from whence he ſhould certainely returne witha 
doubled pollution and corruption of natures, and once more | 
the child of Satan then he was before. But ſo it is, where the 
| heart is not ſeaſoned with ſaving grace; let the underſtan- 
ding be never ſo great with ſwelling knowledge 5 pmngee 
call powers of the ſoule never ſo pregnant with wiledome 
and policy , and perfeed with morall vertues; yetthere 18 
nothing to be expeCted from that man in matters and myſte- 
ries of + rh but darkenefle and bhndneſſ;, childiſhnefle 
and ſtupidirtie. > 
Fourthly, the young man in the Goſpel may bee'a fitin- 4 
ſtance for our preſent purpoſe, He was unreproovableinthe | qu 1, | 
externall juſtice and outward obſervances of the ſecond ta- 
ble, wherein civill honeſty doth principally confiſt;but how 
fafre he was from inward ſanQification, the ſtate of grace, 
and happineſſe of Gods children, appeares in the ſtory. For 
| when the ſacred and powerfull words of our blefled Sayiour, 
had infinuated into the ſecrets of his ſoule, and ſtucke at his 
ſweet ſinne of covetouſneſſezthe young man 1s preſently caſt 
into a fit of melancholy : Chriſt 1s too preciſe a Preacher for 
him, he cannot digeſt ſuch a tri and ſevere courſe ; he will 
not abandon his pleaſures of worldlipefic, his Palaces, his 
poſſeſſions, to follow Chriſt the Lord of heaven and earth 
1n this life,though he aſſure him of the rich treaſures of eter- 
nal bleſledneſle 1n the life'to come: When the young man beard 
that ſaying, hee went away ſorrowfull for he had great poſſeſſi- 
017. W hereby we may ſee, that a man. may be crvilly honeſt 
and uncenſurable in outward workes of juſtice, and yet har- 
bour and -nouriſh ſome cloſe corruptions, and ſweet finne in 
his heart : from which rather then hee will part,hee will loſe 
n1s part in Chriſt, the bottomleſſe fountaine of endleſſ joyes 
and comforts, and his portion of unvaluable glory in the 
new Ieruſalem, | 
| Thispoint being thus manifeſt, for concluſion I will lay 
downe certaine differences, betwixt the righteouſnefle of 
faith and GanRification,and the righteouſneſle of Sony; 
"fie, 
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ſtie, thata man may have ſome direRions to examine his 

ſoule and conſcience in this reſpet. 
Firſt,che founcaine and originall ofrighteouſneſle of faith, 

is the ſanRifying Spirit of God:T cal it the ſanCtifying Spirit | 


becauſe the Spirit of God may by a generall influence con- |* 
curreto the illumination of the underſtanding with know- |” 
ledge, and civill reformation of the will even in the unrege- |? 
nerate : but the ſanifying Spirit by the miraculous opera- | * 
tive of ſaving grace, doth purge acd mortifie the inmott affe- |? 
Rions,plant juſtifying faith 1n the heart,renue al the powers | : 
of the ſoule, & reigvelt the (in ſome good meaſure) with the | : 
bleſſed image of holineſle and integritie which they loſt in | 
Adaw. But the cauſe and fountaine of righteouſneſſe of ci« | © 
vill honeſtie, may be goodneſle of conſtitution, and ingenus- | *? 
ouſneſle; whereby a man may not beſo apt and inclinable to | 
notorious finnes,or want of tryals and provocations,or feare | - 
of lawes and temporall puniſhments, or defire of reputation 
and rifing, or a vaine hope to ſtxy Gods judgements for in- 
ward corruptions by civill outwardneſle, or at beſt, the re- 
ſtraining Spirit of God : by which he doth onely repreſke the 
furies and outrages ofthe wicked, and reduce them to ſome 
moderation of. honeſty, for the quiet of his Ele, and con- | 
ſervation of Kingdomes. For if God did not put his hooke | 
into the noſtrils of prophane men, and his bridle into their | - 
lippes,every one of them (ith every man hath in his corrupe 
nature the [reds of all ſinnes that ever have, are, or may bee 
committed) Iſfay eyery one of them might become a cruell 
Senacherib, rayling Shemes, a traiterous Indas, a bloudy Bon- 
er,an helliſh Fawkes, fierce Woolves and Lyons againſt the 

filly and innocent Lambes of Chriſts fold. 
ndly , rightcouſheſſe of civill honeſty, in outward 
ations, may make a colourable pretence of piety and up- 
rightnes;hut indeed hath many ſecret relations to pleaſures, 
| to friends,to profits,to preferments,to revengement, to paſſi- | 7 
cs and eyents, and ſuch like by reſpects; not ea» |'> 

fly diſcerneable, but by him whoſe eies are tenne thouſand |? 
times brighter then the Sunne. But righteouſneſk of _ 
h : 
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hath in all aRions, for the maine ſcope and prinaipall end,the 
lory and honour of God: and if infirmine doe 
Jiſtaine them with ſome mixture and adherence of relpe 
(for when ,N Or ar ey CLOnS 
are mixt w1 ice of corruptions ; } | 
faithfull ſoule much griefe, ſorrow, firiving againſt, repen». 
Thirdly, righteouſneſſe of faith, doth labour watchfully, 
religioully,$& conſcionably in that particular calling, where» 
in Gods providence hath placed a man, and inall the 
and ſpeciall duties of godlinefſe and obedience. But civillho» | 
neſtie wanders in the generalities of religiony and many 
eimes ia impertinent; unſetled and unlimited courſes. 
Fourthly, righteouſneſle of faith doth ftrive with greatelt | 
earne contention of ſpirit for ſpirituall comfort, 
and a good conſcience before God. But civill boneſtie is ful- 
ly and finally ſatisfied with credit and plauſiblenes ameng(t 


Fly, drill honalts makhte 02 gram nag of ſmal- 
ler finnes as lying, le (ence, UE LOPER jeſting, 
1dlenefle , dams onchy Sabbath day, and the like, Bur: 
righteouſneſle of faith having aſcnſible feeling of the heayy 
waight of finne, a mer 7 hr Ie; the conſcience 
felt before the effuſion of faith z, and being 4 ung with | 
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ot Diſeouſe of wee bapineſs || 
ready to tread upon a ſerpent, and to ſtart aſide like a broken |? 
Bore, Bur righneouſaſ off doc ſand out for the ho- | 
| od, and ordinarily goes thorow-ſtich, in good | © 
ho Aaparr yawn eoantrat. 1574; Sap | —_— 
report or evill report, men or dtvels. it 15comp ar» | 
med with confidence of future bappineſle, and hath rasd Sc 14 
eye upon the crowne of immortality; which if heaven and 
earth conſpired,they were not able to oy t out of his hand, | 
that reſerves itin the heavens, for all thoſe that fighta good | © 
fight, that keepe the faith,and run with conſtancy the race of | _ 
ſanQification. 

The next point of the negative part of my doftine, is for- 
mall hypocriſfie. Which that you may mote cleerely under- 
ſtand, conſider with me three kinds of hypocrike : privy hy- 
pocrifie, grofſe hypocriſie, formall hypocriſie. 

Privie hypocritie is that , by whicha man makes profeſſi- 
on of more then is in his heart. And this ſometimes doth 
mixe it ſelfe even with the faireſt and moſt ſanRified ations 
of Gods deareſt children; and doth ſooneſt infinuate into a 
heart ſtored with the rich creaſures of true godlineſſe, For 
Satan, if he cannot detaine a mans foule in notorious (inful- 
nefle,in meere civill honeſtie, or formalitie, but that by the 
ſacred inſpirations of Gods good Spirit,it is pulled out of the 
mouth of hell, from the (lavery of tin, and courſes of darkes | : 
nes,into the glorious light & liberty of Chriſts Kingdome | * 
he is inraged with fierce and implacable fury , and doth ever 
certainely with eager purſuit perſecute that ſoule, both by 
his owne immediate malice, and by the cruell agencie of 
prophane men. And if ſobe he cannot procure a Cendalous 
relapſe into groſle ſinnes ; yet that hee may in ſome meaſure | - 
worke the diſhonour of God, and the diſcomfort of his no- 
bleſt creature, the two maine ends of all the policies of hell, 
hee doth labour to diſtaine the pure ſtreames of divine grace 
in the foule puddle of our corrupted nature; and at leaſt to 
faſten the ſpots of privie hypocriſie upon the beſt a&ions , 

and the very faceof innocency. This hypocriſie (as I take it) | * 
ariſeth from ſpirituall pride. For when a godly man, by the : 
__ great ['Þ 


et. 
— 
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; Go? hbexr ; as indeed he 1 

worlds eſtimation be otherwale: I . 

limme of Satan, receiving from him the curſed influence c 
foule pollutions,of uncleanneſle and lying, of malice and re- 
venge,of pride and profaneneſle, &c. The others _ a 
bleſſed member of Chriſts myſticall body,continually inſpi- 
red with holy motions and the life of grace. The one lies 
polluted in his owne bloud, incompaſled with the menſtru- 
ous clouts of loathſome corruptions ; of all natures, except 
onely the Diyell and his angels, the moſt wretched and 
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2 1 forlorne z of the family of hell , heire of horrour and deſola« 
1: tion:The other by the immortal ſeed of the pure and power- 
"13 full Word of God,is made partaker of the divine natsre ;clo- 
thed with the rich and unvaluable _=_ of DR __ ; 
2 guarded with an invincible troope of heavenly Angels; juſt- 
h ly intituled to a Kingdome of atoll) glory , and 
s pleaſures more then the ſtarres of the firmamentin number. 
a1-3 The one is a wrongfull uſurper of the riches, honors and 


ferments of this life; for which hereafter he muſt be condem- 
ned to chaines of eternall darkeneſſe, and dungeon of end- 
leſſe miſery and'confuſion: the other, whiles hee continues 
in this world, is a rightfull owner and poſſeflor of the earth, 
and all the creatures and bleſſings of God; and when hee 
departs hence,he ſhall be made a glorious inhabitant ofthoſe 
ſacred manhions, where conſtant peace, unmixed joyes, and 
bleſſ:d immortalitie even for ever and ever dodwell, Which 
great difference when the godly man p?rceives,and his own 
prerogatives;heg is filled with a ſtrange and joyfull amaze- 
ment and admiration of his owne happineflez which Satan 
ſceing, who is perfetly experienced 1nall advantages and 
opportunities for ſpirituall aſſaults; and working upon the 
rel1ques of mans proud nature, doth ketomny whan 
advance above that whichis meete within himſelfe, "in his 
owne opinion, the worth of his owne graces and” vertats. 
Which that he may convey and preſent tothe view of the| 
world, with anexcellencie proportionable to his owne over- 
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” FEB A. Diſconrſe of true bappineſſe. 
——— | weening conceit, he is forced to admicthe ſecrer and inſenſ 
be poplon of privy hypocriſie ; which hee doth more aſily 
at the firſt entertaine, becauſe the peltilence and bitternefle 
thereof is not diſcernable by reaſon of the inancie 
and ſweetneſſe of the freſh preſent graces of Gods Spirit in 
his ſoule. But when by affliftions or diſgraces, by ſome ex. 
traordinary tentation os particular checkes from the Mint- 
ſtery of the W ord, the ug of it is diſcovered to his con» 
ſcience; he for ever abhorres it, as a conſuming canker, that 
would fret out the very heart of grace,andextinguiſh the life 
of finceritie; and therefore with much humiliation and fer, 
vencie doth pray againſt it, ſtrive againſt it, and by the mer=} 
cies of God prevale againſt it. 

This kind of hypocrifie belongs not to my preſent pur«. 
poſe z onely by the way let mee give adyertiſement to the: 
child of Ged (for to him onely I ſpeake in this point, to the 
end he may keep his heart unblameable in holinefle, and pre»! 
ſerve the true reliſh and ſound joy of good aftions entire, 
and undiſtempered) that he would ftrongly fence his heart: 
| with a gracious and unfained humilitie, againit privy pride. 
the mother of-this hypocrifie ; as again deb undermis 


ning, and a moſt dangerous enemie; and the more feriouſly 
and watchfully for theſe reaſons : partly drawne from the 
nature of fin : and partly from the Rate of his ſoule. From 
the nature of the ſinne : Gag 
Firſt, other ſinnes roy from poyſonous and peſtilent 


rootes ; as Adultery, idlenefle; Faftion, from diſcon» 
rtent;Murther,from malice lefting out of the W ord of God, 
from a prophane heart ; the Killing of ſoules,from Non-reſis 
dencie; Envie and flattery,from a baſe and unmanly weake 
nefſe of mind; Violent ambition, from a diſtruſttull inde 
rang 97; nGod; Scorning of godlineſſe, from a repro» 
ate ſenſe : but this fin ſpringeth from a faire and unſuſpes 
Cted fountaine , even from zeale, godly duties, and goa 
Secondly, other groſle ons tyre themſelyes univer 
| fally over the whole corrupt maſle of all the ſonneg of men 
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A Diſcomrſt of true Happineſſe, 
bur this dothſingle deere One: key'L hi 
| ſeat inthe ſanfti 'fou /3%8 #15 $3 ef! miley 51 mo ry | 
Thirdly, this finne doth uriavoidably windeitſelfe into * 
| che heartofa man, witha (ly and peculiar kind of infimia- ' 
| tion. For whena godly man for a good aftion 'or in | 
grace doth ſeeme to diſclaime \priden' his' conſcience ,' he 
may bee proud that he is notproud,even of his kuymility;and | 
that he is able todiſcry his pride and corruptions more then 
others can doe. So endleſſe are the mazes of Satans cirealar 
| rentations, Þ 
Fourthly, there is no depth of knowledge,no'meaſureof 
| grace , no eminencie of zealecan bee exempted from hazard 
| of ſurprizall, by this laſt and moſt cunning encounter of Sa- 
| tan by privy pride. Pawl,that great inſtrument of Gods grea- 
( teſt glory, in whom there was a martchlefſe concurrence of 
divine graces, atid 'variery* of all” manner of aMittions, no-. 
table meanes to keepe the heart of maniin hurmlitie; yer left 
he ſhould bee exalted out of meaſure through theabr 
of revelations, there was given unto him a pricke in the fleſh 
the meſſenger of Satan to buffethim. | 
- rw taken from the ſtate of the regenerate ſoule, are 
theſe : bt « . | 
| Firſt,letthe beſt and moſt mortified man turne the eye of 
| his conſcience from the fruitlefſe and dangerous fpeculart- 
on of his owne worthinefſe; and faſten it a while apon his 
| corruptions and infirmities, upon many his deficiencies in 
| rel1gious duties and executions of his calling, wants and 
| weakeneſſes in prayer and inward devotion, ts dalnes and 
uncheerefulnes in religious exerciſes , his omiffionis of ſeryi- 
| ces & occafions for the enlarging of the kingdome of Chriſt, 


his cold and ſometimes c proſecution of good cau- 


ſes, his now and ther flinking from a bold profeſſion of fin- 
cence, for feare of the vaine and wretched impucations of 
worldlings,&c. and out of this conſideration, hee will be ſo 
farre from ſelfe conceited:eſſe, and a partiall overyaloing 
| of his owne gifts and vertues, that hee will find: mth tnat- 
| for and juſt cauſe to renew his repentance, r6 ftarid upon 
is D his 
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his agaipſt ſpuineniincive, to:continue and increaſe 
his humiliation, to double his zeale-and-refolution- for chi 
glorifying of God, and ſubduing: his-owne ſecret corrup» 
£1008, | EY W376 <od 
} Secondly,let him confider, how before his calling be mar» 
ched furioully and deſperately under Satans colours, in ty 
pork of pleaſures, vanities and. worldly honours; with. 
ow reſolute hatred and contempt he oppoſed againtt fince- F 
ritie and faving grace, as againit needlefle preciſenefle and 
folly; how feareletly and how farre he ran in the paths of in» 
iquity,and the (irifu[l paſſages of the kingdome ot 'darkenes, 
where no reward was to be expeCted but ſhame and miſery, 
But after it pleaſed the Lord ta place his Angel in the way | 
co ſtopthe torrentofhis impierties, & to ſer lus ſacred WordF 
before his eyes,as a glorious light to dirett him1n the wayes | 
of righteouſnefie : - let him remember how. often hee hath | 
harted alide for falſe and imaginary feareghow often he hath | 
ſtumbled even in the even path, through his owne heedlef- F 
neſſe;how often he hath Rood ſtill in his way , either gazing Þ 
on the painted and lying glory of the world , or liſtening to | 
the allurements and deceitfull charmes of his-owne fleſh: | 
Nay, how ſometimes he hath been enforced to retire by fome 
cunning traine and malicious ſtratagem of Satan. So that | 
' | (fince his converſion) he hath but runne* faintly and flowly, F 
and wonne little ground in the. grace of godlineſſe; alchough F 
there be fet before bim the price of the high callingzthe bighe | 
elt advancement of the ſoule, fulneſle of joy,and the precious | 
treaſures of immorralitie. And if he demurre a while ſoundly | 
[uponthis point,he may for ever feare leſt a ſelfe- likinggfhis 
owne excellency, be juſtly plagued with a'ſcandalous fall F 
into ſome groſſ (in ; which (les it owne particular ſtingy 
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will unto lis great diſcomfort awake the old ſinnes of his 
unregeneration; like ſo many '\{lecping Lions, with ope 
mouthes to charge afreſhupon the confeience with newrers} 
rors and tearefull vexations. | 


Thirdly, let che godly Chriſtian looke up at the 11 


of God, which out of the bottomleſle 
depth 


and merafull han 
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depth of his owne bounty hath reached unto him, whatſbe- 
ver gifts hee hathz whether of body'or mind, of honourtor | 
outward poſicſſions, of nature or grace : an hee 1h -finde 
farre greater reaſon to bee continually grieved and humbled, 
that the bright and unſpotted beames of (Gods fanctify 
Spirit, are foully darkened and leſſened in his body of death; 
then to bee exalted in his owne conceit, in that it hath plea» 
ſed God of his meere and free mercy to illighten the darknes 
of his heart ; without which ſupernatural 1]lumibation, hee | 
ſhould have lived in blindnefle and miſerably untill death; 
and after this life beene caſt out into utter darkeneſſe and re» 
| medilefle deſolation. ES. 

Fourthly, let him take heed how he harbors and nouriſhes 
this viper of ſpiritual pride in the boſome of his ſoule;leſt it 
taking unſeafonable heate and warmth from his zeale, en- 
danger the whole frame of his new man : Eivher by perfwa- 
ding him to imbrace ſome groundlefle fingularity of un- 
warrantable opinions z which by reaſon of tnx vertues will 
{ ſpread more plauſibly,and by conſequent more dangerouſly. 

or a perſwaſion of 1ntegritie is not onely a motive to roote 
an opinion deepely in a mans owne apprehenſion; butalſo a 
meanes to make it more currant and paſſable with the admi- 
| rersof his graces, Or elſe this ſpirituall pride may (by Gods 
| juſt AT 07mg draw upon him adeadnefle of heart}, a dul- 

nefle of zeale, an intermiſſion of operations of grace z which 
the child of God doth infinitely more feare,then any affliti- 
on or crofle that can poſſibly befall him fromprophane menz 
either upori his body,or ſtate,or good name. '-_ 

Theſe reaſons may juſtly moove every faithfull Chriſtiap, 
| with much earneſtneſſe and prayer tO labour after, and ſettle 
furely in his heart, a true and undiflembled humiliriey as the | 
onely ſoveraigne 'meanes to' preſerve the life and yigour of 
his graces in his owne ſoule, their fruit and benefit toothers, 
their bleſſing and GER with God : and with-the 
watchfulleſt eye of his ſpirituall wiſedome,to holdir ; 
tuall jealouſie the cunning flei windings -« 

prey 
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A Diſtourſe of true happineſſe. 
may be kept outof the ſoule, and the paſſage may be ſtopt eo 
privie hypocriſie; with which, Ltold you before, Satan doth 
endeavour with might and maine todiſcomfit and diſgrace | 
the ations and exerciſes, even of the child of God, 

The ſecond kind of Hypocrifie is grofle hypocriſie ; by 
which a man profeſlerh that which is not in his heart at all, 
and ſo deceives others,but not in his owne heart. And this is k 
molt properly hypocriſie : for the Greeke word imric, fig-Þ 
nifieth a Stage-playerz who ſometimes putteth on the robes | 
and majeſtic of a Prince, himſelfe being of a baſe and neg- | 
le&editate: Or the gravitie and wiſedome of a Counſellor, þ 
himſelfe being of rogiſh and diffolute conditions : Somes | 
times he repreſcnterth a chaſt and modeſt loyer, higowne life f 
being a practiſe of uncleanneſle : Sometimes hee aflumeth a : 
good and honeſt vocation, his owne being accurſed and uns || 
warrantable. Even ſuch is the goth Hypocrite npon the f 
tage ofthis world,a very painted ſepulchre and whited wal ;Þ 

lorious indeed in outward faſhions. and. ſolemnities, in | 
| Sai and repreſentations to the eye of the world ; but if it 
were poſſible tor a man to make an exaGt enquirie into the | 
cloſe and hidden paſlages of his heart, hee ſhould finde many | 
blacke and bloudy projets, tor compaſling revenge evea | 
upon ſurmiſed oppolites z many ambitious ſteps built upon | 
flattery and diſſembling, baſenefle and bribery for his riling | 
and preferments; many ſtinging ſwarmes of fiery luſts and Þ 
impure thoughts, which are either ſpent 1n ſpeculative wan» | 
ronneſle and the adulteries of the heart, or. elſe, for. feare of | 
the worlds notice,breake out onely into a ſtrange and ſecret] 
filthineſe, Ina word, under $be vale of his outward religi-f 
ouſnefle, hee ſhould ſee a perfect anatomy ofthe infinite and Þ 
decz3rfull corruptions of the heart of man, and many plaus 
l:bie awd politique conveyances. to.vieare the eyes of theF 
| world; bowſoever wretched man upon. his owae filly, and 
forlorae ſoule he certainely drawes an exceeding waight of 
vengeance. This kind of hypocrite is more miſerable; and af 
lefſe hape.then the open fianer... - 178 

Firſt, becauſe be linnetb againſt the light of his couſci hes 
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oplue lms, wn Re okdirhew | 

ory moſt moderate curveardly, whenin- 

wardly they boyle meit inteniperacely in malice; 

contempr of zealous fimplicicie, and in other ak 

tions ? How ſhould che brightnes of wiſedome ſhine, where |- 

mY windoweottheſelconsSiarclods EP andupoy 
e? 

obs reaſon of the ſhining [ of an ourward 

profeſſion, howſoever he wantthe dots 1nhis heart, 

hee fo dazles the cies of men, that he barres hi of thoſe 


reproofes. and wholeſome admonitions 
ſinner is many times confounded gurat botarn, 210 > 


ence, humbled and'caft downrin hindſel(d, andtapyi wes 
cluimed axiconreired, 5 


Thirdly, alt 'pubhike henſions and advertiſements 
from the Miniſtery ofthe Word, although they beas ſons | 


ny loud cries ſoundingin his eares, co awake him ourofete 


Jcadflumber ot hypoccifn} hee either interprets ro-ptoceed 
from ſome particular malice, or indiſcreete arcs and ” 


bers over with a bitter and 
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bation, or outward: fervices and imploy ments; how much | 
mote:tlie God ot heaven andearth; .vwho ſeeth cleerely wnto | 
theznmoſt cl6ſerof the heart For: kelb and geſtrattion are | 
before the Lord; how much more the hearts of the ſonnes of | 
men? I ſay, how much more muſt hee needs duubte his inh- | 
nite hatred of fin againſt the double 1niquitie of: hypocrrhe'F |, 
| bow mull his ſonle:abhovre thao wrercned' creature,/ which | 
beares the world in hand, and-makes a ſhew unto men, that || 
he ſtands for God, and hrs honour and ſervice z butindeed is} 
aclole tattor for Satan, lus owne pleaſures, and the powers |: 
of darkeneſle? And asthe hypocrite 1s ſubject co Gods extra«|! 
ordinary hatred; ſo 1s hee lyable to an extraordinary werght|| 
of vengeance; For whlien the wrath of che Lord 1s once 1n- | 
| kindledagainſt himt is powred our like fire, & burnes even | 
to the bottome of hell. His feare commeth like an horrible | 
deſolation, and his deſtruction like: a-whirlewtinde. Terrors | 
ſhall cake him /as waters, and a tempeſt ſhall carry bim a- | 
way by night : And fo: certaine ate theſe plagues , that as 
though the hypocrite were already turned into a Dev1ll.; or 
into the very hery lake; itis ſaid inthe Goſpel, of other ſin- | 
ners, that they ſhall have-cheir portion with the hypocrite, | 
where {hall-be weeping and goafhingoftecth. : 

Good Lord,.itis firange and fearetull, chat ſo noble and 
excellent a creature as man, enduedwith reaſon and vnder- 
|Randing like an Angel of God ; having (beſides the preci- 
ouſneſie of the holy'Booke of God) thoſe great and univers 
{all motzyes,-the immortalitie of the ſoule, the refurre&ion | 
of the dead,the joyes of the kindome of heaven, tlie endleſſe 
parnes of the: wicked, winch except he be a Yamned Atheiſt; 
hee dotla certainely believe; and whereas hee mightlive on | 
earth with unconquerable comfort, and ſhine hereafter. as | 
kv of the firmament; beea companion of Saints 

Angels, and Rand jn the glorious preſence of the highs | 
SN pattic for ever and ever: yet for all this, will even wils| 


y again ths light of us conſcience, and wich the cers| 
Faine kno wicdge of his heart; by tis grofle hypocri fie;-dee} 
cer abomunations and uncleanneſle,privieprattiſes for. fomel, 
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| will come againit him , even with whole armies of plagues 
and vengeance, asagainſt the molt hatetull objeQ of his re» 
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| eyes of God (howſoever he deceive men)” TW wan > 
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devill upon carth; and afterthis Tife, juitly, beapeupon' 
body and ſoule, all che horrours'and deſparres ,./ torrures and: 
plagues, which a created nature is capable of! | » + 
Oh that the hypocrite would conſider theſe things: in 
time, leſt the wrath and fierie jealoutie of the Lord breake 
forth upon him ſuddenly and inevitably, like forrowes upon 
a woman 1n travell, and tearehimin pieces .when therebee 
none that can dehver him 1 Well may hee carry the matter 
{ſmoorhly for a time, and by his jugling diſſimulatzon caſt a 
miſt about him, and inwrap hamſelfe 1n darkeneſle from the 
eye of the world; yer.let him know, that 1n the meane time 
his finnes are writing by the hand of Gods Tuſtice, with the 
point of a Diamond, 1n the regiſter of his conſcience;-and 
when their number and meaſure 1s accompliſhed, the Lord 


venging Iuftice; the moſt baſe. aud unnaturall Oppoſite of fo : 
pure a Majelſtie, and the moſt notorious and tranſcendent in- 
{trument of Satans deepett +5 1908 - 

' This kind of h re. belongs not to; my preſent. pur- 
poſe; and ending F leave him (without Gurl nadeianity 
repeatance) to ſome ttrange and markable judgement; even 
in this life: Or if he paſle theſe few daies honoyrably and pro- 
ſperoully (as 1t 1s many times the lot of the wicked) let ho 


{oned with helliſh malice and cruelty, 'to be faftned deepely 
12 his ſoule; and ſuch pangs and anguiſhof conſcience; that 
w1ll poſleſle him of hell betore hand. Or if hee oupat 
this world withourt ſcnſe of has fanne,or elſe at the beſt; with 
{ome formall and pertunctory-{hew. of penitencie; yet ler 
his heart tremble for the frares that it ſhall feare at the great 
and texrible day of the Lord : when the vizard of his-bypo- 
crife {hall certainely be pulled off his face z and he aſhamed | 
and confounded in the preſence of the blefled Trinitie, of 
Angels, and all the men that ever were ; and arrecc 
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| bandoned from the face of God, and from the fruition of his. 
joyes,to the molt conſuming flame of che fire of hell, and the | 
tothſomeſt dungeon of the bottomleſle pit. 
3 The third kind of hypocrifie is formall hypocrifie, by | 


which a man doth not onely deceive others with a ſhew of Þ 
ety and outward forme of Religion; but alſo his owne | 
| 9w66. with a falſe conceit and perſwaſion that he is tn a hap- | 
pie ſtare, when as intruch his foule was never yer ſeaſoned” 
| with ſaving grace,andthe power of rel1gion. And I beſeech | 
you marke me in this point : K is of greateſt conſequence to-þ 
every one for a ſound tryall and examination of the ſtare of 
his conſcience, whether he yet live the life of God, and ſtand 
in the ſtate of grace, or lie enthralked in the ferters arid flaye- 
ric of fin and Satan. For herein TI muſt tell you how far a man. 
may proceed in outward profeſſion of che Truth, in ſuper» | 
naturall decreaſe of linfulneſſe, in ſome kindes and meaſure-| 
of inward graces, and yet come utterly ſhort of true happi- 
neſie and without an- addition of the truth of regeneration 
and a ſound converſion, ſhall be cut off for ever from all hope- 
of ummortalitic, and ſhall never bee able to ſtand firme and, 
fure inthe day of the Lord Ieſus, 
For a more perſpicuous explication of this point, conceive | 

| with-meethole perfeions which may befall a man, as yer | 
unregenerate and in the ſtate of damnation. 
We may ſuppoſe in him, firſt, all thoſe gifts which the | 
{lbility of nature can conferre upon him, all ornaments. | 
of Arts and knowledge, of wiſedome and policie : notonely | 
that which w purchaſedby tence, obſervation, and im- 
ployment in points of State; bur alfo the ipiric of govern- 
| ment, as Sevthad. To theſe wee may adde gentlenefſe, and | 
fairenefie of conditions, an exattneſle of civill honeftie and | 
morall juſtice, immunity from grofſe and- infamous ſinnes. | 
And thus farre the Heathens may goe : And thus far we pro-. 
ceeded 1n our laſt diſcourſe. But in theſe times of Chriſtia« |: 
mey, are re may: goe farre futher then ever the moſt|. 
| innocent Heathen that ever lived could poſſibly ;, though 
| ſome of chem were admirable for their milde and mercifull{- 
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exquilic tortures. For to albtheſe he may adde a glorious pro- 
feſlion of the Golpel, a performance of all outward duties 
and exerciſes of Religion,many works of charity and monu- 
ments of his rich magnificence. Nay,betides all this, he may 
be made partaker ot fome meaſure of inward illumination, 
of a ſhadow of true regeneration; there being no = ette- 
Qtuall wrought in the faichfull, whereof a reſemblance may 
Rot be fonnd 1n the ate. Thus laſt point will moſt | 
clearely appeare of the 8. of Luke, and the 6. to 
the Hebrenes. 
In the eighth of Lake, the hearer reſembled unto the Rony 
ground, is the formall hypocrite; who there 1s faid to believe 
fora rime,and therefore by the 1nward,though more general 
and inferiour working of the Spirit, may have a temporarie 
faith begor in him. ln which-farth we may conſider theſe de- 
grees. 
Firſt, hee may be endued with underſtanding and know. 
ledge in the word of God. 
He may be perſwaded that it 18 divinely inſpired,and that 
it 1s molt rrue. | x] 
He may ſee cleerely by the Law of God, the grievous in- 
tolerableneſſc of his finnes, and the heavie judgements due 
unto them, 
He may be amazed and terrified with fearefull horror and 
Row of —_—_— tor his linnes. ” 
may give aſſent unto the covenant of grace in Chriſt,as 
molt — and ſure; and may conceive,that Chritts merits 
are of an invaluable price, and a moſt precious reftorative to 
a languiſhing ſoule. he. 
He may be perſwaded 1n a generalicie and confuſed man- 


the members of his Churchzand that he will pleneifully per- 
forme all the promiſes of happineſle upon his Children, - 
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'  Rions, with reluRation and ſcruples before the commiſſions 
| of linne, out of the ſtrength of narurall conſcience, ſeconded 
wich a ſervile apprehenhon of divine vengrance, but eſpec; 
| allyillighrned with-ſame glimmerings of this temporarie! 
* faith. Much adoe was there even with Plate, inward trouble 
| and tergiverſarion,betore he would be brought to give judge 
' ment on Chriſt. Herod was ſorry, betore hee beheaded /oh 
| Bajtift. Andtheſe men, I hope, were farre ſhort of the perfe-}| 
Qtions attainable by the formall hypocrite. f 
Afﬀteralin committed, beſides the outward formes of hu-Þ 
' miliation, by the power of this temporgpie taich, hee may be} 
' inwardly touched and afteted withfome kind and degree of | 
| repentance and ſorrow ; Imeare not onely that, whichisaÞ 
| preparative to deſpaire and hell:{h horror, but which may 
lometimes prevent temporall judgements, as in Achab, and] 
; with a flumbring and ſuperficiail quiet, ſecure the conſcis þ 
| ence foratime. And from this faith may ſpring fruites: Some] 
| kind and meaſure of hope, love,patience, and other graces. It] 
15 ſaid inthe E vangeliits, that,that hearer (which we call the} 
 formall hypocrite) recet ves the word with joy; whence may 
| be gathered : | 
Fir, that with willingneſſe and cheerfulneſle, hee may 
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ſubmit himſelfe to the miniſtery of the W ord. | 
With forwardneſle and joytulnefle he may follow and fre- 
« quent Sermons. 4; 
W ith a diſcourſe of the ſufferings of Chriſt,he may be mo- Þ 
vedeven unto teares for compaſſionate indignation ; that ſo. f 
; glorious and infinite 1nnocency ſhould be vext with all man- 7 
| ner of 1ndigmities and torments, tor the grofle and walfullF* 
| 1mpienies of finfull men. \ 
He may love and reverence, give countenance and patro= | 
nage tothe Miniſters, when he heares with gladneſle, For it} 
; 1s The nature of man, to be kindly and lovingly affected un-F; 
/ to humthat brings him a meſſage of joy and comfort. . - | 
He may efteeme the negligent,o: no hearers of the Word | 
. of God, asprophane and of feared conſciences, . which doe 
| not onely abandon the neceſſary mean:s of ſalvation, bue 
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that they may with more ſecuricie and abſolutene fie reape in 
chis red {ſenſuall profit or pleaſure ſoever the , world 
yieldeth, endeauour to baniſh and extinguiſh all chought 
and notice of heaven or holineſle, re} tawottx 
| The Wordot God by this temporary faich and other gra. |* 
| ces.may worke ſuch a _—_— hum, " rg 09 n 
| firits,going out of 4 may > Mat, 12.43. 4 fixing from the polinti> 
—_— oa : 2 Pet. 2,20, A waſhing : 2'Pet. 2,22 And| 
may have ſach power upon him,that he may do manpthings 
Fad pies 1s ſaid to have P_— to bave heard 
him oladly,and to have done many things : «JO«: 3147101111 2 
: To 4. tor A et.and becauſe wee are hereafter to 
confider their differences from a true, entire and univerſall 
ſanCtification;we may adde thoſe five degrees incident to the | 
reprobate : Heb. 6. ens £0 
Firſt, hee may bee 1illightened in his underſtanding; with 
ſome gly mpſes of heavenly light. Se Sh dhaern 
Secondly, he may have ſome taſte in the heart of the hea- 
yenly gitt. | 
Thardly, he may be made partaker of the holy Ghoſt, the 
author and fountaine of all graces. | — 
He may in ſome meaſure enjoy the good: Word of God; 
the glorious inſtrument of the converſion of ſoules. 
He may have ſome taite and teeling even of the powers of 
the world to come, FP | 
Nay, and beſides all theſe, that which nailes him faſt unto 
formalitie,and makes hum with comtentment to walke ina 
plodding courſe of outward profeſſion, 15 a-perſwaſion that 
he is already inthe way of life, when as yet hee never entred, 
no-not the very ſtep unto it. For, indeed hee; may; bee pers | 
{waded.(though trom faiſe and miſtaken grounds)that oa 
rich in heavenly thzags, and hath need of nothing z \andthat 
he 15alceady poſleſled of the Kingdom of grace, and intituled 
to the Kingdome of glory z and yer bee.moſt wretched and 


miſerable, and poore, and blind, and vaked-;, His Gate in'ghis 
caſe being natunlike the dreame of a. poore or hupgry;mans 
which 11 his lecye fillerh himfelfe with variety of dainties; 
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| or tumbles himſelf amid his rich treafores and heaps of gold: | 
# | but when he awaketh, behold, he 1s faint, his toule longeth, ; 
| and heembracech nothing buremprineſſe and aire; yea, and | 
| belides,thevery imaginary fruition of his ſuppoſed happines, | 
when hee is awaked, encreaſeth his languiſhing, and dou- | 
| > Ti.3-5 btegthe ſenſe of his neceſſities. Even fo the formall hypo- | 
|  crite in this tife dreames much-of comfort to come, makes | 
| | ſure of heaven, thinks hymſelfthe only man, his wipgeone tories: | 
| | as the Apottle calles it,his forme of Godlineſſe in his conceit, is | 
| | the onely true ſtate of ſalvation z whatſoever 1s ſhort of him, | 
| is prophanenefle ; whatſoever is above him, is preciſenes. Bur | 
| when upon his deaths-bed hee awaketh, and hath his conſci- | 
ence ill1ightened, and his particular fins revealed untohim,in |- 
| ſtead of catching a Crowne of glory, which he hath yainely | 
| poſſeſt in his hopefull ſecuritie;he graſperh nothing bur feace | 
| and amazement,anguiſh and forrow. Yea, and now his for- 
' mer falſe perſwaſion of his happy ſtate enlargeth the gulfe of 
his deſpaire, and makes him more ſenfible of his preſent and 


| 


unexpeQted miſeries. 
| Give me leave, I beſeech you, to enlarge this point and co 
| acquaint you with ſome reaſons of this perſwaſion. Fora 
' falſe perſwaſion of already being in the ſtate of grace, is a | 
barre that keepes thouſands from the ſtate of grace indeed. 
| The good ſpirit of God (you know) doth perſwade every 
regenerate man by a ſweet & filent inſpiration,out of a con» 
Gheration of an univerſal change and ſantification,and pre- 
ſent finceritie in all the powers and parts of his ſoule and bo. | 
| dy,and calling,that he is moſt certainly in the Rate of grace, | 
| and heire ofheaven. W hence ſpring perpetually whole Ri- 
vers of unſpeakeable comfort , that moit then refreſh his 
| foule, when he is neereſt to bee overwhelmed of the maine 
Ocean of the worlds breterneſſe and preflures, IN 
 Inalying reſemblance to this ſacred worke of the holy |. 
Ghoſt in the hearts of Gods children, Satan, teſt bee bee wan- |- 
tmg to his, pats on the glory of an Angel of light; and infi- |* 
| nuateth inco the Ymagination of the formall te fome | 


; Laſhes of comfort and conceits that hee isin "ny {x 
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oy and ſhal be ſaved. Whence iflues a curſed ſecuritie,a wretch- | 
ed oppolition to more fincericie then. hee finds in bimſelfe, | 2. 
a (lumber and benummedneſle of conſcience, an lmpaticns 
cy of having his formality cenſured by the miniſtery. of the 
Wor; a neglect of a more ſound ſearch into the ſtate of has 
ſoule. For Satan (in his Angelicall forme)tels him,that more 
ſtricteneſl? and puritie is but onely a proud hypocrifie and 
| pretence of ſuch as affect a tranſctndency above the ordinary 
degrees of holineſle ; and bids himtake heed of beezng too 
n, | bulic and pragmaticall in taking notice of every {mall cor- 
a | ruption and 1nfirmitie : for- teuderneſle of conſcience, anda 
; | roo nice apprehenliveneſſ: of every licele ſin, will uncomtor- 
n i tably enchaine him to Melancholy, Vnſociableneſſe, and 
y| ſome degrees of deſpaire. And howloever (faith Satan) ſome 
e Preachers of preciſer humour, out of their unhollowed zeale 
a | and cenſorious aulteritic, breath out nothing againſt thee 
if but fire and brimſRone, indignation and wrath, damnation 
4 | and horror ; yet take not theſe things to heart, buc let ſuch 
peremptory comminations paſle as malicious thunder-bolts, 
- diſcharged trom too fiery ſpirits, begot by indiſcreet heate, 
5 and directed to private ends. Thus this wyhe Serpent cries 
a peace, peace unto his ſoule z when (God knowes)there is no 
ace towards, but noyſe, and tumbling of garments 1n 
bloud, and burning and devouring of fire, The couſtience 
y indeed may be allcepe for a whale, like a fierce wild bealt ga- 
"e thering vigour and puiſlance, that beuſg awaked by the hand 
A ot (30d,at the approach of (icknes or death, may more umpla- 
my cably rend, deyoure and torment for ever. wits] 
5 But 1 come to the grounds of this pertwaſion. 1 told-ye 
_ before, that the Spirit of God aflares his Children that they, 
wn are 11 the (tate of grace,out of a conſideration of an univerſal 
4 | finceritie in all their wayes, Bur Satan for his childrenhath 
y : Cther reaſons, whichT conceive tobe ſuchas theſe; - ; 1 B+ 6&4 
Ml - Firſt, the formall hypocrite 15 notably confirmed that bis x 
2.1% ſtate 1s good, when he compares himſefe with choſe: whih! . 
MN are more {infull : as Murtherers, Adulterers, Drunkazds;| | 
Ee 7 Prophaners of the Sabbath, Viſurers, Swearers, OT | 
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ſters out of the word of God,and fellowes of ſuch noterioug [7 
.# ranke.Butif (beſides the diſclaiming of theſe) his conſcience 
be able toinforme him of his civill honeſty,externall juſtice, | 
ſome workes of charity,&c.Why then, the matter is put out | 
' of all comroverſie, w: he preſently canonized for a Saint 1n | 
' his owne conceit, Y ou may ſee his pifture in the eighteenth | 
| of Luke: O God, [ thanke thee, that I am not as other men | 
| are, extortioners, wjnſt, adalterers, or as this Publicen. There | 
'is his exemption from common prophaneneſle. I/aft twicein| 
the weeke, 1 give tithes of all ths T peſſeſſe : There 1s his ouc- | 
| ward juſtice and religious ſolemnities. But you muſt not c6- | 
ceive that the formall hypocrite doth proclaime this in pube |; 
| like, with ſuch groſſe and palpable oltentation: Nay, (per-}; 
haps) when it ariſeth, hee lets 1t not reft long in his owne | 
choughts, left by this vanity his vertues loſe their grace; and | 
he his comfort. But certaine 1t1s, a conſcionſnes ot his being | 
free from impious impieties, of his morall honeſty, perfor- | 
mance of outward duries of Religion, and ſome inward, in | 
ſome meaſure (though notuniverſally, nor tothe degree of | 
the children of God) is one of the beſt grounds hee hath for | 
his aſlurance of being in ſtate of falyation. Parallel to this of | 
Luke, is that, Prov. 30, verſe 12. There wa geveration that | 
are pure in their owne conceit, and yet are not waſhed from | 
their filthineſſe. That 1s, they imagine their temper of Religt» | 
on, their pitch of holineſle, their formall Chriſtianity, to bee |: 
the very right path to heaven: when indeed they were never | 
| truly humbled with a ſenſe and fight of their ſins, our of the | 
Law and Indgements of God. They were never acquainted | 
with the pangs of conſcience in a new birth, or che myſteries | 
of ſalvation:bur within are full of hollow-heartednefle, luke- | 
' warmeneſle,and much bitterneſle againit true godlinefle and | 
the power thereof. © 
The ſecond reaſon whereby the formall hyppocrite is mo- | 
| ved tothinke [11s itatc ro be good, and the way of his life to F 
be right, 1s a prequdice which hee concetves from the impu- Þ 
tations which the world layeth upon the children of God: | 
| ſuch as are Pride, Hypocrifie, Singularitie, Melancholy,; 
| S1mplicity} 
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Simplicitie & the like. But before I deſcend tocheſe partigu» 
! © unto: you the fpuntaine and 
ound of them, which I take to bee tha great and eter» 
nall oppoſition which 1s naturally berwixt light and darke- 
neſſe; the life of grace, and adeath inſinne; finceritie and 
prophanneſſe ; the children of of God, and the wicked. 
Gods children, you know, in this world live as ſheepe a» 
mong wolves: In the ſtormy times of the: Church, cheir 
erſecutors are indeedeven wolves in the evening, for their 
inſatiable crueltie , and unquenchable thirſt, 1n drinking up 
the bloud of the Saints; And in the Halcyon daies and fai- 
reſt times of the Church, yet they have thoſe which will bee 
prickes in their eyes, and thornes in their ſides. If they can- 
not vexe them in a higher degree, yer they will bee ſure to 
lay on loade with baſe indignities, diſgraces, {landers, and 
lying imputations. And their batred 1s of that ſtrange na- 
ture and qualitie, that it ts diſcharged even agaialt the 
goodneſle of the goodly, their zeale, their forwardneſſe in 
Religion, their faithfalneſſe in their calling, and the like, as 
againſt its proper object. This is plaine in /eremie + lerenne 
acither borrowed on uſurie, nor lent on uſurie; hee was free 
from all colour of giving offence, or doing wrong : Nay, his 
gracious heart was wholly melted in compaſſion, that hee 
wiſhed that his head were fall of water, and his eyes a foun- 
taine of teares , that hee might weepe day and night for the 
deſtruction of his people. And yer of that people every one 
contended againſt him z there was not a man but hee curſed 
him. The onely reaſon was , becauſe whatſoever the Lord 
ſaid, that he faithfully ſpoke, and kept nothing backe, but 
ſhewed them all the counſell of God.It is yet more plaine in 
David, Plalme 38. 20. They alſo that reward evill for good, 
are mine adverſaries, becanſe 1 follow goodueſſe. The word 
taere in the Originall inſinuateth ſuch an extreme and dead- 
ly hatred, that from thence comes the Divels name, . Sata. 


| So that howſoever this enmitie betwixt the world and. the 

children of light, bee many times bridled by the reſtraining 

Spirit of God, ſometimes by the ingenuouſneſle of the cry 
- I 


—— 
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ked, or their morall vertue or policie, or ſome by-reſpe&, or : | 


+ 


by accident bee turned into love; becauſe by the preſence | 
and prayers of the Godly , they many times eſcape judge- | 
| ments and receive bleſſings. Yer, I fay , howloever itbee 
thus bridled, in it ſelfe it 15 more then ordinary or naturall, | 
| and hath init ſome degree and mixture of helliſh virulency.} 
| Ordinary hatred expires 1n the downe-fall of his adverſary ; | 
| Nay, any one of generous mind (out of the intereſt he cha- 
| lengeth 1n the common ſtate of humanity) will commiſerate | 
| the diftrefle and affliction even of his greateſt and baſeſt e. 

nemic; burmuch more of one of noble ſpirit and eminent | 
| worth, and morethen that, of one that hath followed him 
with all offices of kindneſle and love : yet the flame of this; 
hatred 1s ſo fierce and fo ſet on fire by hell, that it 1s not ex-| 
tinguiſhed even with the bloud of his ſuppoſed Oppoſite, 
but barbaroully ſports in his miſeries, and with 1nſolencie}] 
tramples upon his defolations. This appeareth cleerely ur the | 
example of David, Pfat.35.1 5. But tn mine adverſitie they re« 

joyced, and gathered themſelves together : the abjetts aſſembled 

| oaſtves againſt me, and 1 knew not; they tare mee and ceaſed 

vor. Who without indignation can thinke upon thefe lewd 

companions, and baſe drunkards, that with the falſe ſcoffers 

at banquets gnaſhed their teeth, and cruelly inſulted over the 

miſery and diſgrace of that man, that was a man after Gods| 
owne heart, ot incomparable exccllencie, and fo kindly affe-] 
&edcowards them, that when they were hcke, hee clothed | 
himſelfe with a facke, he hambled his ſoule with faſting,and} 
mourned as one that mourneth for his mother ? You ſee then! 
the fountaine both of the greater floouds of bloudy perſecus} 
tions, and the lefler ftreames of inferiour vexations, as flan*} 
ders, raylings, and falfe impurations. To ſome particulars} 
| whereof of now come : j 
Firſt for Pride. It is moſt certaine thar Pride truly ſo cal} 
led, is the moſt peftilent and incorruprible Oppoſite that} 
Grace hath : and therefore he that rs moſt ſanihed, moſt 
fights _ it, For befrdes rhat, rhis fiery dart is deepely 


i 
| 


| 


impoytoned 1n their corrapred nature, Satan knowes out'of | 


| 


| 


| of their innocency and independencie ; whereby _ 
| the ns | 


| they bee yee affr aid of their rebu 


| 


| 
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his own experiEce, how to mana e it with notable cunning | 


dence, that after it is broken upon the ſhield of faith, yet hee 
labours with might and maine to faſten ſome ſplinter or - 
cher, even inthe ſoule humbled for fin, and vowed unto the 
ſervice of God, as I told you in the firlt partof privie hypo» 
criſie. But I appeale unto the conſciences of the childrenof 
God, whether many times the world doth not interpret that 
eo be pride in their a&tions 6& AE, which 1s nothing elſe 
but a gracious freedome of ſpirit,arifing from a conſciouſnes 


| and he followes this weapon with ſuch and conſt 
fol | 


abled ro Rand with courage againſt corrupt: | 
of the time, to follow good cauſes with boldnefſe, with reſo- 


lution to defend a known and warrantable truth, and indeed 
to preferre the ſalvation of their ſoules, before the gaining of 
che whole world. Innocency makes them as bold as Lyons : 
The wickgd flet when none purſuerb : but the righteont| are 
bold as a Lion : And their warrant is out of 1/a.5+t .verſc918; 
Hearken unto me yee that know righteouſneſſe, 'the prople tn 
whoſe heart is my Law, Feare yee not the reproch of men, nei« 
be. Foy the moth. ſhall eate them 
ap like a garment , and the worme ſball eate thews like wool: 
but my right rouſneſſe ſpall bee for | ever , and-my ſalvation from 
generation to generation. Independencie holds their hearts 
upright in all cheir ations,that they are neither ſwaidawry 
by parrialities , or ſecret relations to wrong ends. Þ means 
not independencie 1n reſpeCt of lawes,. governmenc;, autho« 
rity, charity, unitie with the Church or the like, I meanie no 
ſuch independencie : but in reſpe&t of baſeneſle, flattery,cor- 
ruption, temporizing, indirect profecation of their honours 
and preferments, &c, which are fetters of Satan, by which he 
confines many to a wretched flavery even in this life, and 
(without repentance)to enlefle miſery hereafter, 
Secondly, hypocrilie is many times by the world unjuſtl 
aid unto the charge of the children of God. David had hl 


full portion in this 1mpucati6,as appeareth in many Pſalmes: 
The cauſes for this time I conceive to be two z 4 | 
E The 


Pro,z8. I, 
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| ; The firſt may bee ſuſpiciouſneſle, an argument ever of 
worthleſneſſe and importency. For inſufficiencie 1s moſt ap=| 
prehenfive and ſuſpicious. I know there is a godly jealoufie, | 
and a 72g of (tate ; but I meane that ſuſpicion which is} 
oppoſed as an extreme to that imperfect vertue, the Mora=| 
liks call immunity from ſuſpicion;by which a man doth caſt 
the worth, a@ions and affections of another 1n his owne| 
mould, & thinks every man obnoxtous co all the infirmities| 
he finds in himſelfe. Hence it 1s,that he which 1ndeed 1s truly| 
an hypocrite, and never paſſed the perfection of the Phariſe, | 
doch moſt confidently brand the childe of God with that] 
name 2 hoping thereby to give ſome poore ſatisfaction to his| 
own thoughts, that would gladly reſt un a formality; and no-l 
tice to the world, that howloever there may be preteaces, yet | 
indeed there is none better then himſelfe. 
The ſecond cauſe is difabilitic, and blindneſi in the na» | 
eurall man of difcerning and acknowledging the operations} 
of grace. For let a man be otherwiſe never b eminently or | 
| univerſally qualified;yet without the experience of the pows- | 
er of godlinelle upon his owne foule,hee cannot ſee,hee will 
not bee perſwaded of the aCtions of grace in another man gz, 
and therefore interprets them to bee nothing but hypocrite, 
and onely pretended, vaine-glorioully to gaine an opinion of | 
more then ordinary piety. What the conceit of an unrege- 
nerate man is of the ſtate of grace, 1s platne out of the confe- 
rerce of our blefled Saviour and Nicodemwm. Nicodemms was | 
a great Rabbi 1n Ifracl, a famous Door inthe Law and che | 
Prophets, in which no doubt he had many times read the do» 
Arine of regeneration : yet when he comes.to bee examined | 
of the power aud praiſe of it,he holds the new birth (with-}} 
out which no man can ever ſee God) to bee as impoſlible, as. 
for an old man to returne into his mothers wombe and bee. 
borne againe. Even ſuch is the judgement of others in hs 
Rate, of the fruites, effets and courſe of ſanRification. And: 
thesfore I marvell that any child of God will affli& his { 
hang downe the head , or remit one jot of his zeale in godds! 
neſſe for unjutt ceaſures.1n this kinde : fith bee knowes that* 
' natural 
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nacurall nen theugh never ſo wiſe, ſo learned, or glori 

in the world, want fpirituall ſtate, 'and therefore cannot rel 
liſh the fruits of the ſpirit, are blinde and cannorſee or judge 
of the light of grace, are in darkeneſſe and cannot compre- 
hend it, 

Thirdly,the formall hypocrite doth ſettle himſelfe with 
| more reſoluteneſſ: in his opinionof being in ſtate of grace, 
when he ſees the world account the children of God but a 
companie of fellowes, who, out of a proud fingularitie, di- 
| vide themſelves from the common taſhions and cuſtomes 
| ofthe world, not confidering, that if ever hee meane to ſave 
| his ſoule.he muſt be ſingular to in holineſle and fanCtification 
| ( for I meane not in unwarrantable opinion, or ſeparation 
| fromthe Church, ) Except his ths ey exceede the 
| righteouſneſle of the Scribes Phariſes, what ſingular 

thing doth he ? thatis, except to his civill honeſtie and out- 
ward performance of religious duties,therebe added a fingu- 
larity of ſaving gracezande beſides all other ornaments | 
of mind, if it were poſſible, pofleſt in full perfeFtion, there'be 
yet moreover inſpired that bleſſed and precious vigour that 
| ; ans 60 to eternall life, he cannotenter into the King- 
ome of heaven. 
This note of ſingulantie hathin all ages beene imputed 
| tO thoſe, that with a good conſcience have laboured to keepe 
themſelves blamelefſe and pure in the midſt of a naughtie 
' and crooked generation. Behold (faith Iſaiah, chap. 8,ver.18. 
[ and the children whom the Lord hath given mee, are as fignes 
| and wonders in Iſrael , by the Lordof Bhs, which dwelleth in 
CHMonnt Sion, It had beene no wonder, had they beenonly as 
{1gnes and wonders among the enemies of God , and na- 
| tions of nncircumciſion; but that they ſhould bee fignes and 
\ wonders in Iſrael ! God had choſen him bar one little vioe- 
| yardamong{t all the ſpacious forreſts of theearthy out of the 
| glory of all the kingdomes of the world hee had choſen him 
It one handfull of peoplez and yet inthat vineyard, his 
faithfull Ones are bur as the berries after the ſhaking of an 
Olive tree, two or three in the top of the oem boughn,and 
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foure or five inthe high branches. 'In that little people, his | 
children are bur as the firſt fruits : ſothat even in Iſrael they | 
are become as monſters and fpeRacles of amazement. Then | 
fot is indeed, that a man drawn out of the darkenefle of this 
world,and ili;ightened with grace,is like a ſtarre new created | 
in the skie, that drawes all the world tv gaze upon it. Nay, 
& he draws not only the eies of men upon him, but 1s an e1e- | 
fore unto them. For thus ſpeaketh the wicked ot the r1ghte- 
ous man ; Wiſd.2.15.16. /r grieverhwns alſo to looke upon him, 
for hus life is not like other mens : his wayes are of another faſhion. 
He counteth #4 a4 baſtaris and be witharaweth bumſelfe from ony | 
| wayes 4s from filthineſſe, he commendeth greatly the latter endof 
the juſt, ani boaſteth that God us his Father. 
Poenkl y, the formall hypocrite 1s well pleaſed with his 
preſent ſtate, and very unwilling toembrace more forward-. 
neſſe ; becauſe it is commonly thought, that the Rate of a | 
true Chriſtian indeed, is a life full of uncomtortableneſke, | 
melancholy, auiterity, and ſadnefle. The heart of man is na- 
turally greedy of joy and contentment, and is either weake- 
ly or Rrongly refre{hed,according to the vanity or ſoundnes | 
of the comtort 1n which 1t repoſerh, but it muit either enjoy. 
f it in ſome kind and meaſur-, or 1t will waſte and conſume tt 
ſelfe. Hence it 1s, that thoſe who want inward and fpirituall 
joy, arifing from the teſtimony of a good conſcience, from 

| an aſſurance of remiſſion of their ſinnes and the favour of 
God, hunt after worldly contentm-ats and carnall joyes. Ae 
bome intheir owne bearts they finde hetle comfort, rather 
much terrour, if their conſciences awake ; and therefore they | 
{ceke to refreſh themſelves amid their treaſures,honours,and | 
ſports; as Playes, in Tavernes, with merry company , and{ 
| many other ſuch miſerable comforters z.nay, they had rather] 
| be neceſſarily imployed then ſolitarie, not ſo much to avoid] 
adleneſle as batings of conſcience. Yea,ſfome had rather ceaſe 
to be men, then that their confciences ſhould awake upon» | 
them z and therefore they labouy to keepe it afleepe, and to] 
| drowns ſorrow tor finne, with powring in of ftrong drinke# 
But let thentlooke unto, thoughit goe downe FOO yet| | 
ecrerly il | 
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ſecretly andinſenfibly it ſtrengthens chorage, and ſharpens 


| the ſting ofthe worme that never dies , againſt the day of 
their viſitation; for in the end (faith * Salomon) it wil bite like 
4 Serpent, and hurt hike a Cockatrice. 
This ourward and worldly joy, becauſe the children of | 

God doe not purſue; becauſe they ' will not” relie 1 
| choſebroken tives of reed, they are eſteemed the onely 
| melancholike and diſcontenced men, But I marvell when, or 
| with what cies the worldlings looke upon the faithful | 

| Chriſtian ? 
le may be, while hee is yet in the fore travell of his new- 

birth, and humbled under the mi \ghtic hand of God with af- 
AiRion of conſcience for his ſin. If ſo,then they ſhould know 
that men muſt mourne for their ſinnes, as one _ mourneth 

| for his onely ſonne : and be ſorry for them,as one is ſorry for 
' che death of his firſt borne. There muſt bee 1117 him'a great 
mourning,as the mourning of Hadadrimmon,in tlie valley of 
Megiddon : as it is Zach,12.11. And this ſorrow is a bleſſed 
ſorrow, for itbrings forth immortality. Andeither them- 
ſelves have a partin it,or they ſhall never be made par- 
takers of The fulnes of joy at Gods right hand. Wharthough | 
the Child of God hee fora night inthe darkenefle of ſorrow 
and weeping for his ſinnes ? marke awhile, and the day will 
dawne, and a day-ſtarre will arife1n his heart;that will acres 
ſer, untill it hath conducted hinruntothelight that no man 
can atraine unto : The Sunhe of righteonſnefſe will preſemly 
appeare, and will dry away his teares, and with everlaſting 
I1ght wilt ſhine upon him for evermore. 
-- But it may! be'the meme 
whole courſe andbeſtflate of the Gol anPpereay 
ſeensthing therein” bypieorderrts peg arid fad 
auſterity. - But then T-muſt tell chem; they looke onely —_—_ 
tum with carnal cies and'd eiye them ves: for ſo) 
tre doth not appeate a $s Nimrod; or dif ponkcin 
= OS ratitits tne delicaties of tht viotldy Hat? 

ns revellers, who having firil #tices/batbſee- 

ding conſciences ; xfarbin M53 nem rithinnockitig'bu ] 
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heart is forrowfarll. But if they were abled with 1]lightned 
ould ſee within, Hope already feaſting upon the joyes of 


| 


eternity : they ſhould lee Faith holding taſt the writings: by 
which che kingdome of heaven is conveyed unto his ſoule, 
ſcaled with the precibus bloud of the Sonne of God; that 


not man nor devili is able to wreſt out of its hand : They | 


ſhould ſee the white ſtone mentioned 1n the Revelation, 
wherein there 1s a new name written, which no man kriow- 
eth ſaying bee that regeiveth it. W hence ongnd ſuch a 
ſtrong comfort and high reſolution in the aftaires of heaven, 
that no ſword of the Tyrant, no flame of cruelty, nor the 
combination of hea ven and earth ſhall ever be able to amaze 
abate, or extinguiſh, | 

Fifthly, the formall hypocrite doth more confidently 
continue in a ſelfe-liking of his owne ſtate, though che ſtate 
of unreg<neration; becauſe he ſceth thoſe that (belides his 
outward forme of Religion) are indued with.an inward and 
anfained linceritie in all their waies, tg, be reputed but as the 
off- ſcowring of all things, the ſimple fellowes aM preciſe 
fooles of the world. They have nf been ſo accounted in 
all ages. For the hearts of wicked men being ſtutt with pro» 
phaneneſk and earthly pleaſures,being ſwelled with ambiti- 
on. and worldly wiſedome, eafily bring forth pride ,aud 
contempt ; And therefore they looke a farre off at the Chal. | 
dren of God,as at fellowes of baſe and neglected condition, | 
of low ſpirits,of humble reſolutions,of weake minds, unable 


to mannage affaires and occurrents for. their preferments; of 


no. dexteritie to plant themſelves in'the, face and glory 
the world; when ( God knowes ) 1t they:could perſwaded 
that there were no heaven but upon earth ; and that the pow 
er. & exerciſe of godlineſle were nothing but an unneceſſary 
precaſeneſſe; if they” would enlarge; their. conſcaenges prog 
pornongbly to the, vaſt gulph of. che games corguptionsy] 
if they durit make a covenant with.death, and.an agreement} 
with hell, and pur the evill day farce from them; ſure ON ) 
might 
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rottenneſſe and prophaneneſle, much laughing when the || 


eyes to pierce into the inward parts of Gods Child, they | 
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might out-ſtep many of thoſe great Ones in their Projetts of 
policie,and the precedencies of the world : but fith they can- 
not, they dare not, they will never by the grace of God bee 
ſoperſwaded; they are well content with their continuall 
feaſt, a good conſcience; while the others are fatred with 
their wine and their corne, andcheir oyle, againſt the day of 
fAaughter: And then at that day they wil change their minds; 
For goe, I beſeech you, into the ſanCtuary of the Lord, and 
anderſtand their end; they are now upon the ſtage of this 
world in their full glory ; but were they as mightie as Levia- 
than,as cruell as Dragons? could they reare their honours to 
' the height of the clouds ? nay, advance their thrones above 
befide the ſtars of God ? yer they muſt downe,they have but 
' one part toplay, they muſt make their beds in the duſt; and | 
then when they are once diſroabed of their greatneſle and 
' glory,and ſtript naked of their honours and preferments, and 
' without all mitigation by worldly comforts, leftanto the 
| full rage of a ſtinging conſcience; then they change their 
| note, and alter their judgements, and ſigh for griefe of mind, 
| and fay within themſelves : Theſe are they whom we ſome- 
| time had 1n derifion,and in a parable of _ wee fooles 
| thonght their life madneſſe, and their end without honour, 
| Howare they counted among the children of God, and their 
portion 1s among the Saints ! Therefore we have erred from 
| the way of truth, and the light of righteouſneſſe hath not ſhi- 
ned unto us,and the Sun of underſtanding roſe not upon us 
we have wearied our ſelves in the way of wickednefle and 
deſtruction,and we have gone thorow dangerous waies : but 
| we have not knowne the way of the Lord. 
But here by the way I muſt give this caveat, leſt I be mi- 
{ ſtaken inthis laſt point, or that which followes: I doe not 
| divide (by neceſlary and inevitable divorce) greatnefſe and 
; godlineſle, holinefle and high places; God forbid : I make 
| betwixtthem no other oppoſition then David doth in the 
| 73. Pſalme, himſelfe being moſt holy and moſt honorable. 
| Trather infinitely deſire to inflame the noble and worthy 
| ſpirits of all thoſe whom the Lord hath advancedin gifts,in 
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reatneſſe, in honours, in government, or any kind of prece» 2 
, hog above their brethren, to a proportionable excellen= | 
cie of zeale and fanGification. For certainely as power, polt- 
cie,authority, being abufed, and not ſanctified to the owners, | 
become in the meane time, ſtrong pillars for the ſupporting | 
of the kingdome of darkeneſſe,peitilent inſtruments of much ' 
| miſchiefe, and hereafter ſhall bee ſoundly paied home with 
an anſ{werable degree of extraordinary vengeance, horrour; 
and torment : ſo,great wiledome, great knowledge,great ho» 
nours, being imployed impartially, reſolutely, and unreſer- 
vedly, in Ting and furthering the cauſes of God, in 
ſtrengchening the cold and larguiſhing ſtate of his Religion, 
1n retreſhing the hearts of his Saints, which ordinarily are 
oppreſt and diſgraced by the cruelries of prophane men, pros | 
cure 1nthe meane time,great honour to his great name,great 
goed unto his Church,great joy unto his Angels, great com- | 
tort unto the ſoules of the owners ; and fairer and brighter 
crownes of glory to- their heads in the world to eome. And 


{o I come tothe | 
Third reafon, whereby the formall hypocrite doth falſe- 
ly per{wade himſclte to be 1n the (tate of true happineſle and 
| ſalvation : and that is an outward happineſle and ſuccefle in 
worldly mazters,much plenty and proſperitie in his outward 
ſtate. For thus hee reaſons 1n his owne _ and playes 
0 


the cunning Sophiſter to deceive his owne ſoule. The Lord, 
thinkes he with himſelfe, hath marveilouſly encreafed me in 
riches and honours, he hath {trangely continued unto me m 

health and hearts deſires : The ſecret influence of his ble 

ling hath ftill followed and proſpered mee 18 all my buſi- 
neiles and aftaires;z therefore doth he conclude, undoubtedly 
I am protected from above , my ſtate is the ſtate of grace, | 
theſe many loving favours mult needs argue, thatI amin 
high favour with God, and theſe outward bleſſings are] 
lignes that my ſervices are ſanCtified and accepted of him. | 
But inthe Schooles we ſhould tell him, chat this is a fallacie || 
| Awon cauſa, For all outward happineſles are for ſpeciall rea+ | 
ſons, and by particular indulgence moxe often , and very} 
plencifullyÞ 
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plentifully in this world vouchſafed to the wicked and pro- 
phane. This appeares, /er.1 2.ver,1.2+ Wherefore doth the way 
of the wicked profper * Why are all they in wealth that rebelionſly 
tranſpreſſe ? Thou baſt planted them, and they have taken rovte ; 
they grow and bring foorth fruite. Mal. 3. 15. Even they that 
works wickedneſſe are ſet up, and they that tempt (rod, yea they 

are delivered, lob 21.7, &c. Wherefore doe the wicked love and 

waxe old, and grow in wealth? T heir ſeed %s eſtabliſhed in 
their ſight with them and their generation before their ees.T heir 
houſes are peaceable, and the rod of (704 is not upon them, They 
ſend forth their children like ſprepe, and their ſonnes dance. They 
rake the T ubret and Haype, and rejoyce in the ſonnd of the Or- 
ans. Let him therefore, that thus concludes the happineſſe 
of his foule from his worldly proſperity, know and confader, 
that as the end and reward of the godly and wicked 1s diffe- 
rent in place and nature (the one being the higheſt heavens, 
and the higheſt advancemenc of the ſoule, to the fulnefle of 
glory and bliſſe; the other the loweſt hell, and the very ex- 
tremity of the greateſt miſeries and vexations, whach a crea- 
red nature can poſſibly endure :)) So experience ofall times 
teacheth us, and heavenly Iuſtice requires a contrary manner 
of paſlage and proceding to theſe ends. | Pins 
The wicked in this world doe eafily runne up without rab 
or interruption, many times with acclamations and applauſe, 
all the golden ſteps of honours and preferments; bur upon 
che higheſt Raire they find the molt ſlippery ſtanding, and 
the top of their earthly felicitie is the moſt immediare and 
certaine deſcentunto the greateſt downfall. They are roy- 
ally mounted heere upon earth, and gallop hnikdy over the 
faire and greene plaines of plenty and pleaſures; but arthe 
end of their race they are overturned horſe and man, and 
| tumbled headlongneo the pit of deſtrution. They: fairel 
glide over the ſea of this world with full ſaile, withm 
calmeneſle and ſerenitie, and richly laden; but in the brigh- 
| teft Sunſhine, and when they leaſt ſuſpett ir, they ſuddenly 


| and without recoyerie, fGiake into the gulfe of darkeneffy and 
| defolation, [42199006911 
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| Butitis juft otherwiſe with che children of God, for chey 2 
| many times 1n this their pilgrimage, fticke faſt 1n the mirie | 
clay of poyertie and contempt; ſometimes they are incloſed | 
even ina horrible pit, David ipeakes, of feare and terrour of | 
of conſcience for their finues. They are by the way compas- |. 
| nions to Dragons aml Oltriches, they walke among Rebels, |- 
| thornes, and Scorpions, that rent and teare, and ſting them | 


with many oppreſſions and cruell flanders. Neither 1s the 
| danger in the way all; they have perſecutors which are 
| ſwitter then the Foglt of the heaven, who purſue and hunt 


| 


| bloud. Nay, yer beſides all thefe vexations from the world, 
| the immediate malice of hell raiſeth many tempeits of ten- 


tation againſt them, and ſometimes even all the wavesand | 


| ouds of God himſelfe goe over their. heads. T his 15 the way, 

| the race, and the evening of Gods children in this world; 

| but joy comes in the morning, their end 1speace,their reward 

| 1s a bright morning-ſtarre, their haven 1s endleſſe happineſſe 
and life eternall. 

| The reaſons of this contrary ſtate and condicion of the 


 rſhing of the wicked, 

One reaſon may be,the notable cunning and policie of Sa» 
| tan,in plotting and contriving the proſperity ot thoſe, whom 
| he perceives & hopes it will 1n{nare, & in whoſe harts it be- 
| gets hardnes,pride,inſolency,and forgetting of God. For we 


| muſt underſtand, that the devill ever proportions his traines 


| and tentations moſt exaRl y, even at a haires breadth, to the 
- tempers, humours,and diſpoſitions of men. 1f he meerte with 
an ambitious and working ſpirit, he 1s well enough content 
to lighten him the way to hell, with ſogge {ray or beame of 
all that great glory of the world which hee offered Chriſt, if 
he will fall downe and worſhip him. Little cares he, fo that 

' he may keepe a man faſt in hish 


| 


more 
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' them upon the mountaines even like Partridgeszand lurke | 
for them in the wilderneſk, as thoſe that lie 1n waite for | 


wicked and godly in this life, may be theſe. Firſt,tor the ous | 


old untill the day of executi= |' 


= whether 1n the meantime he lie in the lower dungeon of |: 
diſcentented retiredneſſe, or in the golden fetters of ſome | 


" 
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| land for Satans kingdome, either by open and profeſt im- 
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more honorable ſervitude and glorious miſerie. It hee meete 
with a baſe and carthly-minded fellow,that preterres a little 
eranſitory traſh before the preciouſnefle of his owne ſoule, 
and the laſting treaſures of ummortalitie z why, he can eaſily 
provide a golden wedge, and calt in his way toenrich him; 
hee can compaſle for him, though by bloudy meanes and 
mercileſle encloſure, a Naboths vineyard to enlarge his poſ- 
ſeſſions, For all is one to him,ſs he keepe him his own, whes 
ther by want and povertie hee drive a man to 1mpatiencie, 
murmuring and independency upon the providence of Godz 
or by heaping upon him abundance of wealth, and filing 
him a full cup of temporall happineſle , hee caſt him into a 
dcepe {Icep ot carnall fecuritie, and a ſenſeleſnefle of all mat- 
ters of ſan&ification and ſalvation. 

But whereas Satan hath found by much experience, that 
ſuch as are fenced with riches and honours, doe many times 
falſely aflume unto themſclves a conceit of greatneſle and 
goodneſle, of protetion and immunitie from dangers; ſo 
that they are more feareleſſe of the judgements of God, be- 
cauſe they are not plagued like other men z more careleſle of 
ſtoring themſelves with ſpirituall comfort againſt theſday of 
viſitation, becauſe they are in the meane time plentifully en- 
compaſled with worldly contentments; more regardlefle and 
negletive of the miniſtry of the Word, becauſe they would 
not willingly be tormenced before their time; therefore, I 
ſay, hee followes with more hope and better ſucceſle this 
tentation by proſperitie : And the rather, becauſe croſles, af- 
fictions and heavie accidents, are many times lively inſtru- 
tions and compullions to bring a man to the "nn ta of 
God and himſelfe ; and to abandon all confidence in earthly 
things, and to embrace the moſt comfortable and heavenly 
ſtate of true Chriſtians, Wherefore if any man be content to 


| 


plety, or by cloſe conveyances and ſecret praRtices and con- 
pzvency;he will be ſure toprepare,incline and di all 06- 
calions, meanes and circumſtances for his advancement into 


| 


T3 


reputation with the world. And how potent he is in thei 
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caſes, you may conceive, fith hee ſwayes the corruptions off 
the time, Gth he rules and raignes in the hearts and atfeCtions}F 

of the moſt men; and is ever the arch-plotter in all Simonia=Þ 
| call, indireR, corrupt and anconſcionable conſultations and 
compacts. | | 
The ſecond reaſon of the flonriſhing of the wicked in this 
| life,is their large & unlimited conſciences: Forif a man once 
| have o hardened his heart,by often grieving the good Spirit 
_ of God,and repelling his holy motions, if hee have once ſo 
darkened the e1e of his conſcience,by offering violence to the 
 tenderneſſ, and negleRing the checkes thereof, that hee can 
now entertaine and digeſt without ſcruple or deluCtation, a- 
ny meanes,though never ſo indire&; any condition, though 
never ſo baſe; any advantage, though never ſo unconſciana- 
ble or diſhonorable ; it will be eafie enough for hum to thrive 
1m the world and raiſe himfelfe. 
' For what, I pray you, were not the Papiſts now able to do, 
who have enlarged their conſciences like hell2nay they have 


— 


 firetched them beyond the whole compaſſe of. all helliſh 

darkenefſe, even into a vant of their owne ; what, I ſay, 
were not they able to doe, except they were countermanded 
by that 1rrefragable, eternall, and particular Lecree of God, 
that B aby/on muſt now downe as irrecoverably, as the great 
| milſtone 1n the Revelation caſt with violence into the ſea ? 
| Why certainly _—— able by their policies & principles, 


' not onely to re-eftabliſh cheir former Antichriſtian tyranhy, 
| but to caſt the wholeChriſtian world, nay,this and the other 
world, & the whole frame of nature into combuſtion, darke- 
nefle,and confuſion, And nomarvell ; for theſe fellawes con- 
ſciences can without remorſe digeſt eyen the ſacredbloud 
of Kings, and ſwallow downe with delight the ruines and 
| deſolations of whole Cons: "Their bloudy ſuperſtirion 
hath ſo quite and fearefully exringuilſhe all ſenſe ot common 

| honeſtie, and put outthe light of naturall equitie, and 
common notions bf right and wrong ; that they broach with 
bold facesrhe clrfed poylon of Equuvocation, the devils old} 
| fate in Otacles\"z very Reaight paſſage 'ro damned | 
ESATA EM ;  Atheiſms, | 
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Atheiſme,and the diflolution of all humane ſocierie; that to 
them the breach ofthe lawes of God, of and nations, 
is mericorious,and worthy canonization if it any way 
ro the advancemem of their execrable idolatrie,; to cherepa! 
ring of their decaying Babylon, and toreare their / 4 
the Prieft of Rome, yet a little higher above all that is called 
God, 
In this reſpe& then, that the wickeu dare enlarge their 
conſciences to the utmoſt bounds of any pleaſure, gaine or 
preferment,they have great advantage for the engroſſing of 
all worldly happineſle,and may wy purchaſe a Monopoly 
of earthly proſperitie. Out of this widenes of conſcience;pro- 
ceede much mincing and exculing,many interpretations, fa- 
 vourable coniftructions, and diſtinctions of fianes, As for 
example, that Vſury is of two ſorts, biting and toothleſle ; 
when all kind of Vſury is peſtilent, and moſt certainely 
damned in the Booke of God. That Simonie 1s either buy- 
ing the gifts of the holy Ghoſt, or buying Church-livings; 
as though this latter were not ſo foule and enormous, 
it is able in ſhort time, to bring a curſe and confuſion _ 
hat 


the molt yo__ and beſt ſetled Church in the world. 


of lyes, ſome are pernicious, ſome are officious, and for'a 
greater good; when as even dhe learned Schoole-men, who 
are far enough from preciſeneſle, hold every kind of lietobe 
a fin indiſpenſable;whE as Auſtin that worthy farther & great 
| diſputer, admits not a lie for the ſalvation of a mans foule, 
which 1s far more worth then the whole world; Nay; when 
a man isnot totell a lie for the glory of God,as1t 

Tob x 3.then which there can be no greater good. Ot Oathes, 
that ſome ave greater and more bloudy ; ſome are lefler, or- 
dinary and more tolerable; as though caſtome' and 'com- 
monneſſe made thefe latter excuſable, and unpuniſhable; 
when as the plague of God hangs conrinually-over the head 
of what ſwearer ſoever, ready every houre to ſeaze 

him, an Gake hym dewne into the bottome of hell. The 
flying booke of Gods curſe and vengeance ſhall enver' ined 
the houſe of the ſwearer, and ſhall EO 
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ſhall conſume the very timber thereof, and the Rones the 
of,Neither doth this plague reſt within private walles, buvi 
' waſtes the glory and proſperity of whole kingdomes. # 
cauſe of Oathes (faith Jeremy) the land monrneth, and tha 
Chap.n3+ pleaſant places of the wilderneſſe are dricd up : nay, if it w 
10. poſlible that the breath of the ſwearer ſhould reach unto the 
heavens,it would even ſtaine the glory of the ſtarres, and rot 


canker and peſtilencez and ſoimmediately ſtrikes at the 


| of Almightie God. Many other ſuch lewd diſtintions of 


ſinnes there are,framed and followed by the ſenſuall, greedyy 
and ambitious affeCtions of prophane men; that they may 


| though they have the wicked world at will. 


cauſe they are menof this world ; and therefore they hays 
only their portionand full felicitie here. There heaven is ups 
on earth : their pleaſures in their life time with the rich man 
\1n the Goſpel. For as the everlaſting covenant of inward 
peace,grace, and glory, is peculiarly cofhrmed to the children 
of the Spirit : ſo, many times in = meaſure the temporal 
promiſes of outward happineſics are performed upon the 
children of the fleſh. When God had eitabliſhed upon /ae 
the everlaſting promiſes of love, mercy and bleſſednefle : yet 
he was content to make 1/#:4e/ a great man upon earth. Conn 
Gen.17,20 cerning 1ſmacl (ſaith he to Abraham) 7 have heard thee, lo, [ 
have bleſſed him, and will In ag, qu wif Ogg y 
him excaedingly.T welve P rinces ſhall he beget and 1 will make 4 
| great Nation of hins, j 
| Fourthly, and laſtly, the proſperitie of the wicked 
them more 1nexcuſable, and their damnation more juſt bes 
| fore the Tribunall of God. For it is juſt with him to bring®# 
greater meaſure of tribulation and anguiſh upon them , uw 
whom his many favours and loving kindnefles have brought 
forth unt Ines & rebellion; & that wrath is moſt j ly 
returned opon their heads, which by deſpiſing the riches > 
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thoſe faire and immorall bodies, it 1s infeſted with ſuch a 


| more plealiogly to themſelves, and mere plauſibly to tl 
world, com their ends and defires. No maryecll they 


The third reaſon of the flouriſhing of the wicked, is, þ s 
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his bountifulneſle, and patience and long fi leading | - 
them to repentance , they have heaptup _ _ 
themſelves againſt the day of wrath, and of the declaration 
of the jult judgement of God. | 

You have heard the reaſons of the happineſle of the wic- 
ked in this life:bur ir is not ſo with Gods children. For they 
muſt mourne in this vale of teares while the world rejoy- 
ceth. And as the wicked are fild and fatted with worldl 
happineſſe and plenty, againſt the day of wrath: fo 
children muſt be prepared and fitted with afflitions, for the 
glory which ſhall be revealed. They are ſhortly to become 
Inhabitants of that great and glorious Citie, whoſe founda- 
tions are precious ſtones, whole gates are Margarites, whoſe 
ſtreets are pure gold, as the ſhining glae; they mult bee 
companions of the bleſſed Angels, and ſtand in the preſence 
of that great and ſacred Majeſtiez and therefore 1n this life 
hey. muſt be caſt into the Lords furnace, that in the fire of 
afflition they may be more and more puri ed from carthli- 
neſle woe earl w- = _o pa _m ae humilitie 

red for that high perfe&ion of heayenly beauty, | 
: blifſe. Letevery Sewn manthen with comfort $72 
nefit undergoe thoſe crofles which the Lord layeth upon 
him : for they are unto him as looking glaſſes, wherein God 
ſees his faith and dependance upon his proyidence; the 
world his patience and conſtancy z himſelfe the ſpors of his 
ſoule, his decaies of grace, the breaches of his conſcience 
his _—_ of the duties of lus calling, his coldnefle-1n reli- 
210Us ſervices, his fall from his firit leve : So that by them, 
20d is pleaſed and glorified, others edified and inſtructed, 
| 13) humbled, recovered by repentance , and more ſan- 
ified, 

I have ſtaied long upon the third reaſon: of the formall 
hy pocrites falſe perſwaſion of being in ſtate of grace. The 
reaſon is becauſe civill honeſtie, performance of outward 
duties of Religion, and worldly proſperitie meeting toge- 
ther in an unregenerate man, many times breeds a very ſtrong N 


concelt of hus being the child of God z and an obſtinage-im» | 
wa mma ES .._. . | > DOE W 
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| 


| Tp hnher pon} come tv he fo 


the formall hypcr1 or he 
ſelfe to inthe NF of true arineſl and 


tharis : 
A miſconceit of Gods Tuftice, and a ftraying and racking 


of his mercy beyond his truth and promiſe; ſo making tl 
way to heaven chen the Scripture hath made it, 
himſelfe more bleſſed then he is indeed. Mans heart is rater 


aally empoyſoned with pride and hypocrifie and cherefn 
F 1s hardly drawne heartily to acknowledge the horrible ugit> | 


nes of his fin; or that God proceeding againſt it with ſuch: 
waight of vengeance is equall. Hence comes much indul. | 
gence,and partiall cenſuring of our own ſinnes, transferring | 

allurements, 5am circumſtances, neceſſitie. 


upon 
| Gods juſti | 
amplifying his mercies,even Neo Render ” mbar | 


ble wand. Aline quart after che Eat hifieth off his 


fine upon his wifeznay,heis foblind in ſpiritual j cy _ [ 
of divine puritie,that rather then he ilk will t 
faften the fault by conſequent upon (30d 4 
* | an, faith he \whibrits pov 16 beoultbies jk wa 1 
the Tree, and Tdid eate. So gladly would ſenſaall men peref 
ſwade them ſelves, that either their fins deſerve not ſo ſri 1 
account and great judgements; or that God doth exerciſe} 
too much rigour in infliting them. For out their worldl Idly 
wiſedome they meaſure and eſteeme the nnſpotted and 
nite Ocean ofthe juſtice of God, by the finite, muddie nd: 
& ſtreame of humane juſtice. Laves and conſtitt - 


umperfe 
onsof fates and kingdomes are bridles to curbe and mc 


our corruptions, that wee become ſociable-and x 
bleybut hey cured onely fromthe nd ground ty Fall 
' execution, thoſe that are of notorious 
tion ſuch as are Theeves, Murtherers, Sradevey and and che like 
Avery proportionable conceit, I am perſwaded, of di ine 

and comminations in the Law of God , lurkes in 
hoon cnn finnes that oy 


— 
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vitably out ef our corrupt nature, - or that are. committe 
ſtrong tentation, or that arc/lefſe pernicious, are; I 
not how naturally pardonable z an that if they be of | 
civilter ſort, if BY be outwardly conformable in 
and harbour guod meanings and intentions in matters 
Religion, though they never trouble themſelves with more 
trineſle, anda courſe of ſfanihcation, yet they think that 
God will be mercifull in the end, and that it will goe well 
cnough with them ; and that onely fellowes of infamous 
note, ſuch: :sare Swearers, Liers, Vſurers, Adulterers and 
the like, ſhall be excluded finally out of heayen. Bue I would 
| have theſe men know, that though the Sca of Gods mercy 
 bebottomeleſle, though the promiſes of grace be many and 
precious ; yet not one drop of all that great ſea, not one jot 
of all thoſe gracious promiſes, belongs to any, ſayeonely 
unto him that groancs and fighes under. the. heavy-'waight 
and burthen of his ſinncs ; that is of a. broken ,and-contrite 
heart, that trembles at his Word, the wolenkey for- 
rowes and repents for all bis' fjnncs, fpriakes them, and re- 
ſignes up himſelfe in holy obedience ty all his Commande+ 
ments, 1 would have them know, that hes as infinitely juſt, : 
as he is-iafinitely merciful, and will as certainely powre all 
| the plagucs and curſes in his booke upon the impenitent ſin- 
| ner,as he will performe all his promiſes of grace to the faith- ! 
fall Chriſtian. | | 
| The rake wha the wa wy 
 perſwade himſelfe to be truly happy, and (fo equent 
| _ keepes him ſhort of the ſtate *F grace, may be this: When 
by ſome good motion of Gods Spirit ſtirred up in himby the 
preaching of the Word, he begins to ſet and addreſſe himſelf 
| toa ſantfed uſe and exerciſ: of Religion, and to afaithfull 
and conſtant courſe of true holineſſe indeed ; he preſeatly 
| ects With a ſorcand ſtrong oppoſition by his owne inward 
| I, by tentationsof Satan, and vexations from the 
world ; which he perceiving, and being very ſenſible of ſuch 
ſudden diſturbance from his former ſecurity, perſwades 


- 


| himſelfe, that the paſhge to grace mn {o rough and boj- 


ſterons ; | 
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ſterous ; and therefore retires and repoſeth himſcite upon hi 
formall Chriſtianity, as the beſt ſtare he tecs any poiltbilir 
of attainingunto. But if he will fave his/ foule, he mult ag 
knowledge and feele by his own experience the truth of tha 
faying of 1/a.59.15. Hee that reffaineth from ell, maky 
himſelfe 4 prey. For what child of God is there truly conven 
| ted, who at the very firſt ſtep out of the world, and the y: 
ties thereof, met not with many crofſes and diſcouragements 
| Re knowes, and may remember full well whoſocver he bg 
| how his owne ficth fretted when it felt it ſelfe ſnaftled and 
| guided by the Law of the Spirit; how by making conlſcis 
| ence of finne, he laid himſelfe more open to the advantage 
| and inſultations of his enemies ; how the company 
ons of his former lewdneſſe and iniquity railed and r: 
againſt him, as againſt an Apoſtata from good fellowthi 
and high reſolution. - And Satan, that he may give edge ar 
vigeur to all theſe vexations, he buſily beſtirres-himſcite,am 
about to hinder our converſion, While a priſoner lis 
in adungeon faſt in fetters,the Jaylor is quiet and ſecure; by 
if he once knocke oft his bolts, breake the priſon and eſcap 
there is preſently a tumultuous clamour in the houſe, t; 
Countrey is raiſed, and he is followed with Haz and Gryet 
Even ſo while we lic quietly in the captivity of ſinnc, unde 
[the chaines of cternall death, hee neither diſquicts himfcl 
nor us : But if by the mercics of God we be onceenlavged 
and fet foote into the liberty and light of gracc : why thea al 
the pegs of hell are preſently in armes and uprore, ay 
with much malice and fury the inſtraments of darkneſſo at 
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| peares in the ffthof the Canticles : Our bleſſed Saviour 
there ſaid to ſtand at the doore and knocke, being fill of th 
precious dew and drops of divine grace, and waiting patly 
ently in the cold and darkeneſſe of the night ; but yet we ſe 
what a doc and ſtirre there is withthe Chriſtian ſoule, befor 
ſhe canget up out of the bed of pleaſures and vanity; thi 
fweetneſſe of ſinne and ſenſuality had to deepely poſſeſt and 


40-4, ngang her, that by her excuſes and dclayes thee hazard 
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ſet on foote to __ us into his kingdome, This poi 
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A Diſcourſe of true happineſſe.. ; 
ſo great falvation and ineſſe, tendered unto her by -het : 


her inward corruptions, fothat ſhee opens | 
lowes Chriſt ; belides other troubles and encombrances ſhe 
fndes abroad, the very Watchmen that ſhould: have told her 
the way,and dirced her after her Spoule, even they ſet _ 
her, and ſmitc her, and wound her, and take away her vaile, 
Every man then that will come under the banner of Chriſt, 
and have part in the conqueſt, muſt, together with the new | 
| map, put ona Chriſtian courage, both to tame and reprefſe 
| theYebellions of his owne fleſh, and to withſtand and repell ; 
aſſaults and perſecutions from abroad, | 
The ſixthreaſon, wherby the formall hypocrite doth falſe- 
ly perſwade himſelfe tobe in ſtate of truc happineſſe, _ 
an obſervation of the death and ends of other men 3 whoſe 
lives,he perſwades himſelfe, come ſhort of thoſe perfeRions | 
and degrees of gvodnefſe he findes in himfelfe;” As ifhe take | 
notice of a __ ſinner, -who pon EP —_ bed: by” a 
perfimory ſhew of penitency, a ormall you_—_ 
| tions for vibe and 5 makes the world belceve he dies 
| aSaint, Or if he obſerve the end of an honeſt civill man, 
| never acquainted with the power of grace, 'to be y 
peaccable, and confident, without impatiencie, feare or des 
ſpaire ; he preſently out of a comparative examination of his 
owne ſtate, (which he findes,not onely free from notorious | 
ſinnes, but beſides morall honeſty, graced with outward 're-1 
| ligiouſnes) I fay, he preſently concetves his owne workes it 
| reſped of theirs, to be workes of ſupererogation z his owne 
| life certainely to be without all exception, and fo himlclfe 
| without all danger of damnation. And this conccit is nota» ) - 
bly confirmed, if there follow ſome glorious and flattering 
Panegyricke of funcrall commendation. For then he hotels, | 
the aflurance of his happineſk to be ſealed unto him by the 
{ mouth of the Miniſter; and fo with reſolution and obſtinacy, | 
{ticks faſt in this preſent ſtate, and will no further. - #19 
| Miſtake me not in this laſt point, beloved n Chriſt Jeſus: | 
: F 2 For, \ 
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For, fiſt, I doc not goe about to confine the boundleſle ang 
| unlimited mercics of God, nor abſolutcly to exclude repens 
tance from the deaths-bed. know that precious truth regs 
* But ler| fired in Ezechiel ; * eAt What time ſoever a ſnmer, ec. likes 
nu man | Pearle ina Ring,and a ſtarre 1n his Orbe,ſhines, amongſt mas 
bearehuin« | ny other gracious promiſes in the Booke of God, with ſpe 
— bart, unſpeakable and glorions, upon the darkned 
__ and drooping ſoule of cyery true penitent, at what time foes 
obey, ver. But yet this] ſay 1n this point; That any man that knowes] 
fortable | and is acquainted rightly and truly with the narrowneſſe off 
p:omiſe, | the way to Heaven, the nature of ods Juſtice, the cunning} 
but co0h-| (Jejghts of Satan,the dithculty of true repentance, how feate=f 
der well | £111} mans heart is hardned by cuſtome and continuance inf 
noch "ok ſinne; he would not deferre his repentance to his old age, or | 
- is thas | dcaths-bcd for ten thouſand wor ds.1 add this : That bl 
inthe cext'{ AS a ſudden death inreſpec cf time; or adeath, wheres 
But if ite | in appeares much impatiencie, fierceneſſe, and uncomfore} 
wicked wil) t2bjc behaviour, by reaſon of the quality of the diſcaſe, 'orf 
—_— ſome extraordinary tentation for the time, or that God willf 
#hat bee | be fo gloritied, by juſtly hardoing the wicked, may bet | 
bath doxe, | way to cycrlaſting _—_ 2: ſo alingring, patient, and} 
and erfe | Iamb-like death, may be a paſſage toendlefle woe and mi=p 
el my /'4-\ fery, For that great judgement 1s to paſſe upon our ſoules} 
"ag _ [not according to the ſtrange eff:s and ſymptomes of our 
| which is | lickneſſ,not according to the ſhort moment and violent paſ-i 
lawful & | {tons of our death ; but according to the ations of our healthyF 
» be | the former aff-Fions of our hearts, and the generall courſe ofÞ 


ea fure-l our life, 
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Ivc,an; | 
9 card] Secondly, 1 would ty no meanes be too buſie, or uncha-F 


Jha ns: : 1 
die, ritable in my jadgement upon thofe, which have already} 


Ezck. 18,| ſtood, or falnc to ther owne maſter. But as I cſteeme that? 
21, cruelty and malice moſt ſavage and vile that is d:ſcharge 
[upon the body, or good name of the dead; ſo I would haveF 
allo a charitable conccit follow the ſoule of the departed, ſoÞ 
farre as ſpirituall wifedome, a good conſcience, divinetruthy 
the glory of God, the fafery of the ſoules of the living, wil 
give leave : But no further, .4 
| Thirdly, 


ne 


Thirdly, neither doe I miſlike or condemne Funerall Sex. | | 
tous 1n the 0, that it might be glorious in 
. 6-087 of men. could rather Jefre,char the juſt praiſes,and | 
true linceritie of the child of God were publiſhed even by 
{ſome Seraphicall tongue; that both the glory of his graces 
mightpaſte along and ſhine bright to all puſtenitie 3 and that 
ſuch a fire of zeale for imitation, might bee inkindled in the 
hearts of all the hearers, («ſpecially the preſent qgcaſion ma» 
king their minds more capable of perſwaſion) that they 
ling thorow the ſame courſe of holinefle, might at | be | 
made partakers of the ſame happineſſe with the Saints of 
God. | REF | 
Oaly intheſe caſes I would have that ſpirituall diſcretion, 
truth, and conſcience uſed, that neither the godly bee juſtly 
grieved and —_— the Ts heartned _ hardned in 
their courſes, & falſe conceit of happinegznat the faithfulnes 
and ſincerity of the Mipiſtery diſgraced and ſcandalized.. 
Thus farre I have laid open unto you the ſtate of formall 


hypocrifie : in which may concurre unmunitie from notori- 
ous linnes, all naturall and morall 10ns, admirable 
variety of learning, policy, andall acquired ornaments 
of the mind : an outward performance of all dutiesof religi-+ 
on, ſome meaſure of inward illumination, reſemblance and 
ſhadow of the whole body of true regeneration, and aper-' 
{wafion (26 pen nve nee RING or being in tate of 


hn Relton and perks REN Cee pRIICTAN 
itan Religion, etbea om of faq 
and from the life godlines. I now come by reaſons and ar- 
guments to diſable it in thoſe points whieh have notbeene 
couched, for challenging any intereſt in the true: happineſle 
| ofa man. And firſt to prove, that a performance of outward 
duties of Religion, withour the r of grace upon the. 
ſoule, and an univerſall ſan&ification in all the faculties 
thereof, cannoe produce any found comfort in the heart, or| 
acceptation with (od : 1 
| My firſtreafon is that Drgigany Cats "1 
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all Schoole Divines; and very ſound and Orthodox in trug 
Divinatie, The iniquitie,defeCts,or exorbitancy of any parth 
lar, of one circumſtance maketh an a&tioneyill : but an ab 
ſolate integritie of all concurrents 1s reputed to make'4 
good worke acceptable ro God, comfortable and profitabh 
to a Chriſtian : The end muſt be good, the glory of God; thy 
ation 1c felt in 1ts own nature muſt be jult and warrantablez 
the circumſtances honelt and featonable; the meanes dires 
and lawtfalz the fountaine,the heart,fincere and ſanCtificd:l 
this laſt be wanting eſpecially, though otherwiſe it be'neve 
fo glorioully conveyed, never fo wiſely mannaged, of neveq 
ſo.goodly aſhew to the ees of the world; yet it 1s not onely 
marred and defaced, and no action of grace, but odious and 
abominable 1n the fight of God. The Moraliits by the lighy 
of nature ſaw a truth proportionable to this , even in thy 
actions of vertue: The truth and worth wherof they did cens 
fure and eſteeme, not by the bare outward ation, but by che 
inward, free and independent uprightnefle of the mindy 
And therefore to an aCtion truely vertuous they requireds 
reſolved knowledge, an irreſpettive and adviſed freedome 
of ſpirit, a conſtant and eafie habite of the mind, an entire 
love tothe faireneſle of vertue. So that whatſoever hone 
aQions ſprung from paſſion, humour, teare, refpe&, -ambj 
tion orthe like 3; they accounted vertuous and good, oneh 
by accident and occaſion, not inwardly and eſſentially? 
| W hereupon they hold, that many great and honorable at 
chivements of ancient Wofthies amongſt the Heathensy 
howſoever they were admirable ia the e1es of men, and bei 
neficiall tothe publike State (for ſometimes out of ſome 
fudden elevation of fpirit, or pang of vaine-glory , the 
were even prodigall of their lives and bloud, tor the ge 
- | and dehverance of their Country :) yet to the authors: an 
actors themſelves they were not the-true workes of ver 
rue, but of ambition, and a deſire of immortall fame. It 
eyen ſo1n the higher aGtions of grace and religion : Beſide 
the outward performance, God requires ficeritie of hear 
and truth 1n the inward parts, to make them gracious and 
b ACCE ©” 
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| A Diſcourſe of true Happineſſe. 
acceptable. And howſoever otherwiſe they may purchaſe 
7oog-g6 name among men, profperitie inches world, ſome 
lefſe torment in hell, and procure good unto others; yetex- 
| cept they proceed from a taith untained, and a pure conſci- 
| ence, to the Chriſtians themſelves, in reſpett ofall heavenly 
happineſſe, they are fruitlefle and unproftable. 
| -M y ſecond proofe is out of the'5, of Marth, Except your 
| righteouſueſſe exceedthe righteouſneſſe of| the Scribes and ' ha- 
| riſes, yee ſhall not enter into the kingdowe of heaven. The out- 
| ward righteouſnefle of the Scribes and Pharihes was fa- 
mous in thoſe times, and much admired : So that if God did 
not principally reſpe& the heart; if that were nottruein the 
16, of Luke; That which « bigkly eſteemed amongit men\, 
| abomination in the fight of od; they might- not onely have 
carried away the garland for piety on earthy, but have juſtly 
ſeemed to have beene the onely heres to a crowne' of 1m- 
mortalitie in the heayens. For beſides their forbearance and 
proteſtation againſt grofſer ſinnes, Murther, Theft, Adulte- 
| rie,Idolatry,and the like: they were frequent and ſolemnein 
| prayers, faitings, nel. donde and that with farre greater 
| ſtritneſle and devotion, then the religious aCtions 'of .for- 
mall hypocriſie are performed in thele times of the Goſpel. 
Beſides, I doubt not but many of them were perſwaded;that 
| their way was the way of life, and that they were in the 
| ſtate of true happinefle : And yet for allthis, except weeex- 
| ceed their righreouſneſle, the ſpeech is peremptorie, we ſhall 
| not enter into the kingdome ot heaven, For we ſee in the 23. 
of Matthew, what a chaine of curſes, out of the mouthof' 
| _ _ Saviour, did juſtly draw them into the bottome: 
; of hell. IVES 039) 
| Thirdly, this truth is manifeſt out of the dorine of the 
| Prophets : Eſay 1, Mich.6. Hag.2. P/alme ,0. and mauy 0- 
| ther places. Whence ariſeth this eonclufion : That the prin- 
_ and holieſt-exerciſes, the moſt ſolemne and facred | 
ons of religion, withour finceritie and ſanRification df 
| heart, are bur as the cutting off a Dogs necke, andthe offe- 
ring of {wines bloud, Their PONY and incenſe, 
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A Diſcomſerf ae beppimeſe 
their new Moones, their Sabbaths and folemue feaſts were | 
things commanded by Gocs owne mouth, yer where they | 
were performed with 1 and prophane hearts, hee tells | 
them, that his foule hated them, that they were a burthen | 
unto him,and that he was weary of them For if the the Lords. |] 
contentment had finally reſted in the worke wrought, and}. 


| notchicfly reſpeCted the inward atte&hon of the worker z, | 


had he required onely the ceremomall aGtion of ſacrificing, | 
and not the ſpiricuall conformity of the heart co his wjll 2 
why, he had not need to deſire ſacrifices of them , nor expe- || 
Red ſupply from their hands; as it appeareth m that ſacred. |* 
and royall conteſtation of God with his people, about the | 
queſtion of his worſhip, P/al.5 0. / will not reprove thee for thy | 
ſacrifices ( faith God) or thy burat offerings, that have nos | 
beene continually before mee. 1 will takg no & wllocks ont of thine | 
bowſe, or Goats ont of thy folds. For all the beaſts of the forreſf | 
are wine, and the beaſts of a thouſand bills. .] know s |; 
on the monntaines, and the wild beafts of the ficld are mine. If |© 
1 bee bungry, 1 will not tell thee : for the world mine, andall (© 
that therein s+. Will | eate the fleſh of Buls or drinke the bloud'|- 
of Goates ? Nay, if wee contider Gog in bis abſblute ſove-# 
 raigntie, and effentiall glory, even that 1s true of the moſt © 
| fandtified workes of Goe's child, which is 1n ob 35.7. If thow | 
be righteous, what giveſt thou unto him? or what recerueth hee | 
at thine hand ? And thatef David, Plal.16.2. Aly well-doing | 
extendeth not wn to thee. For what can that little ſparke of ha-' 
 linefle in us (which doth firſt too, proceed from him, and is: 
onely darkened in our corruptions) adde unto that infinite. 
Glory, and Majeftie, and Light, that no man can attaine 
untog with which he hath incomprehenſibly lien encompaſs: 


_ | fed fromall eternity ? Onely it pleaſeth him of his infinite 


goodnefſe, and out of a gracious defire of our ſalvation, tc 
accept our finceritie though mixt with imperfeQtions, and to. 
'crowne his owne graces1n us. W here then ſhall 2ppearechef 
ONE of hollow- hearted Chriftians 2 It the heart 
ee wanting : what magnificeuce or glory of outward-ſervis: 
ces ſhall be able to dazle his fight, whoſe eyes are ten. chou= 
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nay, if it antagr> Ele, Daly mag 


nall death z yet all would profit us noching : D 
be firlt purged by faith , pure from an 
pollctt of a ſound and >a love to God, his- Wand ar 
honour, hiseruch, and-ſervanrs. ' 

Let this then bee the concluſion to this paine : 
man were a morall Saint , and on among the Phanſes, 


| g 
with a faire mm" lan of outward religi pune apunryyan 


in Ss honeſty ; yer AR | 
intu{cd, their can be no true ſpuriguali harmony tn. 
ons, words, or converſation, that either will beget ſound | oF 


| and fpiricaall RM inthe ſoule, orbeepleaſing inthecarey. 
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You Lchemhilonadi in Chriſt leſus,that the performan+ 
| ces of —_— duties of Religion, cvenche beſt, ſuch ag are 
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cate the ſoules of all men now ing Eons jawezaſeres 
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poſſeſſion of true happineſle, that they are odious and abhas 

/ minadle inthe ſight of God. - ** 
| * Trold youin the beginning, if you remember, that beſides 
outward righteouſ! the formall hypocrite may believe 
for a time; and therefore by the inward, though more gene« 
| rall and interiour working of the Spirit, may have a tempo» 
| rarie faicthbegot in him: andehus faith may bring forth ſome 
| fruites,fand ſome kindes of inward graces. But thar all this 
| comes ſhort of ſalvation, appeares in the parable : For there 
the hearer compared tothe ſtony ground, which I call-the' 
|'formall hypocrite , 1s one of the reprobate hearts upon 
|whom the:Word is not the ppwer of God to ſalvation. Ag 
for thoſe five degrees added out of the ſixth to the Hebrewes, 
of which I cold you the formall hypocrite may be partaker z 
it 1s manifeſt out of the ſame Chapter, that chey come ſhore 
of the itare of grace. For 2 man bur 1o-furniſhed,, may noe 
onely fall backe ro a worle, and more ordinary:ftate of a rev 

obate, but: even to the depth of all impiety«and-apoftaſy. 
He may not onely have his meaſure of inwardillumnation, 
all bis lighter joy and comfore in Gods Word quite extin= 
guiſh'd; but become a wilfull and malicious ſcorner of true 
| godlinefſe. He may not onely grieve, andquenchthefſpiritg 
but hee may tread under foote the Sonne of God, count the 
bloud of the Teſtamentas an unholy thing, and deſpight the 
very Spirit of grace :ſ0.that it may bee 1mpoſlible that hee 
ſhould berenued againe by repentance; 146-1540 
- In the laſt place I told you, that beftades all theſe the for 
mall hypocrite might-entertaine a perſwalion of 'his being 
in the ſtate of true; happineſle; and ſo with contentment and 
ſecuritie walke in the path that leads to erernall death : but 
how weake and falſe the reaſons and motives to this perl 
fion were, I have betore largely delivered. It remaines th 
fore, that I ſhould now lay downe certaine markes and pre 
| perties of difference, berwixt the ſtate of formall hypocrifie 
and ſaving grace: but I muſt referre a large proſecution and 
diſtin& creaciſe of them to ſome other place and time. Yetat 
this time by the grace of God, I ſhall deliver ſo much, that 


any man that —— DT ] 1th 
and follow me with attengivn FH ; mop ens 
meaſure be intor! (4 Harpo 


, og rig 
or Tuſtifying faith. ; ,»,/ 
Hi Kong faith, 1 _ po vi a PS cof $e Word of 
God,bur alſo an aflent of the heart corhe —_ of it, Andehis. 
is of two ſorts: either Infuſed, which is wroughtin hes ag 
illightoing Spirit of Gad, and ſtaying! if {el ypon 
thoritie ; Or Acquired, which1s produced by by the Labe ores. 
ſon, diſcourſe,and created teſtimony. 

The latter is to bee found inthe Dis els; Py they ELD 
and tremble : And un the Papiſts ; tor cheir taith 18 no bens 


according to their r=" and pri nciples, My xealun 

briefly ; Br I will liver of te, of 28, YOU: ArRog 

The leſuites by their j Jug! ing havecalt herhlals mſclyes into a cir- 
cle about the faith of the truth, avd divinitie. of Scripturesz 


and that is this: Aske any Papilt in this land; how he believes 
Scripture to be the Word of God, anddiyinely ſpine fo 


7 wo w» a a 09 OY a» £ 
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will anſwer, becauſe the Church delivererhi it lo 

why believeth hee che teſtimony of che Church.?- 

s infallibly guided by the Spirit. And how af thar 

| peare? Becauſe iris ſo contained in Scripture, tar ap: 
The Spirit will leade you into all truth, nd ho 

know this Scripture ot /obn, to.bee.the Word od, nd 

divinely inſpired ? Becauſe the Church. a: The eo 


beez and ſothey mult needs runne round 1 in chir 
tion, 


Now I would propoſe; na the Fapills \cel thele | 
-| threez one of which they, wiult of nece 


whether they will runne round in this ——_ 
die,and fall, and (inke into thatpit, whcre Popery WAS. | 
hatch*d;or they will breake the circle at theauithoritie 


OR, and ſo by conſequent, they mult fall to our 


JE IE" 


_— - 


aadthe truck; or they 


| chat acquired faith conſen= 
ted upon by the Schoolemen : Thar” infaled faith reliech 
immediately upon an increated authoritie, but acquired, | 
| upon a finite and created teſtimonie. I know the leſuices, a Þ 
' kiad of men inſpired with a tranſcendency of Antichri- 
| ian impoſture, labour buſity to paſſe plautbly and hand- 
 ſamely out of this circle : bur if their ſhifts bee throughly } 
 ſifred, and they followed with force of argument : it is cer- | 
| caine, they will cither bee drivenato the circle againe, or 
| enforced to ſtart out at the one of thoſe breaches, I rold you | 
' of. Becanw, one of then, after hee had long tired himſelte in | 
 chis circle, andatlaſt by the helpe of Gregorine de Yal..and | 
| former Teſnites, got out, but with ſhametull abſurditie_and | 
| inconvenience; ina poore revenge to relieve himſelfe , hee 
' threatens us with another circle : and ſo writes a Treatiſe de } 
| Circulo Catvimſtice, but very weakely and falſely ; as mighe F 
bee demonſtrated evenout ofthe founder Schoolemen ; in |: 
cheir queſtion of the laſt reſolution of faith. But I intended | 
no diCourle of controverſie, but okſantitication; and there-Þ 
' fore I proceed, and take the formal hypocrite along further Þ 
| towards the ſtate of grace. For beſides knowing and afſen-! 
ting to the truth of Gods Word by an hiſtoricall faith, hee: 
may by the vertueof a temporary faith, adde three degrees 
moe. That is ; Hee may moreover profefſe it in outward ſer= | 
| vices of Religion : He may inwardly reioyce init: He may 
| bring foorth ſome kind of fruite. But theſe things are one- 
| ly found in him, folong as doe not mainely crofle, bur 
are ble with his worldly ,wealth, liberty, und 
other deli l contentments. Here therefore Imatt leave 
him; and acquaint you with thoſe workings and 'degreey 
of faving faith, which qualified, as I ſhall oppoſe them, 'are 
pecukar to Gods child; and fo diſtinguiſh and divide the 
| | re are 


"0 


regenerate man, from the ſtateof formall bypocriſic. They | 


are theſe : 5.7 
A feeling and {feciall approbation of the word of lift, Dow | 
womiſes of falvation : -a moſt fervent cx jon .and: it" 
ing for the enjoyment of them: an appechentiony 

ghtand joy 


a particular applicatiop ; a full perſwation z a d 
thence riſing,found, and unconquerable, 
That you may undcrſtand theſe, you mult conceive, that 
the ſoule of Gods child, comming freth out of the pangs and 
|terrors of his new-birth (a myſtery to the formall 
crite) humbled under the mighty hand of God, by alight 
and ſenſe of his {innes, lookes upon the whole body of divine 
truth,as upon a precious jewell, wherein Chriſt and his gra» 
cious promiſes thine unto him cſpecially, as aſtone of incſti- 
mable worth and valuation ; ranges with a peculiar 
dearenefſlc he ſets ſuch aliking, that with it he holds himſclte 
arhene of Heaven 3 without it a child of cndlefle perdition, 
Hence followes an cxpetition and deſire bf it, enforced with 
groanes unutterable ; and- a gaſping for-it, as the dry and 
thirſty ground for drops of raine. Thirdly, he apprchends 
it witha faſt and everlaſting hold. Fourthly, he applics it 
cloſcly and particularly to his owne ſoule. Fifthly,heis true 
ly and fully perſwaded by Gods good Spirit, out of a con» 
{1deration of his univerſall change, that it 1s his ownefor 
ever, Laſtly, helices downe m peace that paſſeth all under- 
ſtanding : He is filled with joy, that no man can take from 
him : He dclights in the grace apprehended, as in a treaſure 
farre more deare unto him then the glory of infinite worlds, nat” 
or life it ſelfe. Y1om the power and workings of this inward 
erace, ſpring outward actions, teth in-his generall calling 
of Chriſtianity, and his particular vocation 3 which by: the 
mercics of God are foithfull, conſtant, Juniferme, .imparriall, 
refolute, univerſall, comfortable, Whereas thoſe which are | 
[produced by the more weake and inferiour degrees of reme 
'porary faith, incident to the formall hypocrite, are weake, | 
' wavering, many times interrupted, variable ; guided much 
v6 ty occaſions and the time, forced by hope or feare; Gy 4 | 
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A. Diſcourſe of true happineſſe. 

by ſecret reſpedts to private ends, and worldly conter | 
ments. E 
| Butthcſe more inward markes of diff:rence, howſocever} 
| by aſweete and gracious experience they be felt, and ace 
| knowledged of the child of God ; yet generally, and totheF 
| 1crate, they are hidden myſteries, and undiſcernable} 
to the brighteſt cyc of the naturall man, Therefore I will} 
come to thoſe markes of dift-rence ewe the ſtate of fc | 
mall hypocriſic, and ſaving grace, which are more outward,F 
familiar, and more generally, and caiily ditcernable.Of whichf 
one may be this, ' 

| _ The power of grace doth beget in a regenerate man, al 
wackGloel: care and conſcience of ſmaller off:nces, of ſee} 
cret ſinnes, of tinfull thoughts, of appearances of cvill, of all} 


occaſions of fnne, of prophane company, of giving jaſt of] 
fence in indiff:zrent aRions,and the like; whereas the formalli 


hypocrite taketh not ſachthings as theſe much to heart, but] 
either makes no conſcience of them at all, holding it apoint| 
of preciſcneſſe to be too conſcionable ; or clic proportions it 
to ſerve his owne turne, or to give fatisfation to otherg| 
And in forbearance of finnes he hath an cfpeciall eye on:1yt 
at thoſe that may notoriouſly difgrace him m the world, ens 
tangle him in danger of law,or vex his conſcience with foms 
extraordinary terror. 
Let thoſe then examine themſelves at this marke; whoayt 
howſoeyer ſhame keepe them from unclcane practifes, and 
groſſer acts of filthineſſe; yer inwardly boyle in ſyeculatint 
wantonneſſe and adulteries of heart, Thoſe, who howſas 
| yer their indire& meancs ſpeed not for mounting thei 
ſelves to high cſtate ; yet ſpend their beſt thoughts all theis 
life long,in projeRing and contriving; as though they wet 
e to advance themſelves, and not tochoagur God 
their callings. Thoſe, who though they doe not encloſe, of 
preſſe and grind the faces of the poore; yet have their hear 
excrciſed in covetouſneſſz, Thole, who chough they have fab 
ſaken ſome ſinnes, yet maintaine in them(zlves one know! 
\weete ſinne. Thoſe, who though lawes, and feare of dange 
r eſtrazni 
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1 a Diſcoare of true happineſſe. : 


Eats 2. as 
roſtraine from railing with open mouthes againſt our State, 
yet hardourſecret repinings, marmnrings, unthankefulneſſe, 
and diſcontentments, Even a contem chought of a 
King, or lawfull authority, 'is aſmne of highnature: and me 
thinkes (for the miraculouſneſle of the diſcovery) is paral- 
' Ic1d in Ecciefiaſtes, to the bloodineſſe of anall murther. 
T hat Which hath Wings (faith the Preacher) ſhall declare rhe 
| matter, - 

Laſtly, let thoſe examine themſclvesat this marke, who 
off:r themſelves to thoſe (infull occaſions, breeders of many 
ſtrange and fearcfull miſchiefes, 1 meane prophane and ob- 
{ceue Playes. Pardon mee, beloved, T cannot paſſe by thote 
| abominable ſpectacles, without particular indignation : For 
] did ever elteeme them (lince1 had any underſtanding m 
| the waics of God) the grand emppyſoners of grace, mge-| 
| nuouſneſlc, and all manly reſolution: Greater and } 

infeions to your ſoules, then the contagions peſtilence to 


| 


our bodies: The incxpiable ſtaine and diſhonour to this | 
amous Citic : Thenoylome Wormes that canker and blaft | 
the generous and noble buds of this land ; and doe by aſflic t 
and bewitching inſinuation, foiempoyfon all ſeeds of vertae, | 
and ſo weaken and emaſculate all the operations of the | 
foule,with a prophane, if not unnaturall diffoluteneſſe ; rhat | 
whereas they are planted in theſe worthy houſes of Law, 
to be ited and inabled for great and honourable a&ions, 
tor the-publike good, and the continuance of the: glory | 
and bappIncſk of this Kingdome; they licentiouſly diffolve | 
; mto wicked vanities and pleaſures : and all hope of their c- | 
Fre doing good, cither unto God, the Church, their Conn- 


trcy, or owne ſoules, melteth as the winter yce, andfloweth 
away as unprofitable waters, Theſe infainous ſpectacles are 
| condemned by all kind of ſound learning, both divine and 
humane. Diſtin&tions deviſed for their upholding and de- 
tence, may give ſome ſhallow and weake contentment to 
pontinl and ſenſuall aff:&ions, pofleſt with prejudices bur 
1W ſhall they be able to-ſatisfic and ſecure a conſcience 
tentible of all appearance of evill? How can they preſerve the 
incli» | 
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inclinableneſſ: of our corrupt nature from infe ion, at thoſe 
Schooles of lewdneſſe arid Sinkes of all fins, as (to omit Divines| 
Councels, Fathers, Moraliſts, becauſe the point is not dire&s 
ly incident) even a * Politician callcth them, Alas, are not 
our wretched corruptions raging and fiery enough, - being 


muſt be united at the: accurſcd Theaters, as in a hollow 


eff:minatenefle, beyond the compaſſ: of nature ?. Doth any 
man thinke it pollible, that the pp wer of ſaving grace, or the 
pure Spirit of od canreſide ia his 11:art, that willingly andf 


himſclfe hath pronounce\l to be an abommation unto him?F 
How can any man that cyer felt in his heart, either tru2 love 
or feare of ſo dreadfull a Majfty, as the Lord of heaven and} 
earth, endure to be preſent, eſpecially with delight and coneF 
tentment, at Oathes, Blaſphemies, Obſcenities, and the abusÞ 
ling ſometimes of the molt precious things in the Booke of 
God, (whercat we ſhould tremble) to moſt baſe and ſcucrill$ 
zeſts ? Certainely every Child of God is of a right noble and 
| REFOICHY ſpirit ; and therefore is moſt impaticnt in hearineF 
any wrong, indignity, or diſhonour off-red to the Word;F 
Name, or glory of his Almighty Father. 
A ſecond marke of diff:rence may be this ; The 
ſaving grace doth ſubdue and ſan&ific our aff: tions 'witht 
vs Pccte and holy moderation ; ſothat they become} 
ſcrviceableto the glory of Gol, and for a morerefolute card} 
| riage of good cauſes, and zealous diſcharge of all Chriſtian} 
| duties. But the bridling of paſſions in the formall hypoeri 
is not ſo much of conſcience ; as artiliciall, politicke, for ad 
| vantage, and by the guidance of morall diſcretion: ſo thatif 
they be tempted by ſtrong occaſions, and violent objeAy 
they many times breake out, to the diſhonoar of God, thi 
diſgrace of a Chriſtian profeTion, and the diſcovery of thelf 


hypocriſic, 


| 


f 7 
power US, 


left tothemſelves diſperſed at their naturall liberty; bat they# 


glaſſ:, to ſet 0:1 flame the whole boy of our n1turall viciouſÞ 
neſſe at once;and to incage it futther with luſt,hercenal;,andF 


with full coaſent feeds his iaward concupiſcence, with ſuch} 
varicty of (iafall vanitics and lewd occa(ions; which the LordF 
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A Diſeneſeof mat happineſ.. 7 
Let every man then examine himlelf at this marke; and] 

with a ſingle eye and upright heart take a view of his aff&ti»: 
ons: whether his joy be inward and fpirituall, that is, in the-| 
aſſurance of Gods favour,in his Word,1n his children,inpray= 
er, and a continuall pratiſe of godlineſſe ; or: outward and 
carnall, that is, in the attainment of fe and 

caſ.res,in the encreafe of his corn and wine,and opte.Whee:| 
ther he love the peace of conſcicncefarre more deatly then | 
the favour of men,or his own life : Whether he be more zeax- 
lous for the honour and praiſe of God,then his owns Whe«' 
ther he be more aff aid of ſecret fines, then open (liame of ; 
off: nding God, then outward aftiictions :: whether he: be 
more angry in the cauſe of Religion, and-concerning Gads : 
glory, or for his own private wrongs. And fo thorowont the | 


reſt of his affgtions, 
Let the herce and deſperate Gallants conſider this point ; 


| 


- 


which upon every light occafion,and termes of di arc 
ready,out of agraccles and ungrounded opinion of dectini 
cowardize, to ſheath their ſwords in the body of their.bro- | | 
ther. And let them aſſure themſelves, that the mecke and |} 
mercifull Spirit of God will never conſiſt with fach bloody | 
and untained aff:Hions ; his holy motions will not come m-.. _ 
to their ſecret, neither will his faving grace be joyned with 
theiraſſembly, For in their wrath they will kill a man, and | 
in their ſelf-will they will deſtroy the Image of God. Car- | 
ſed be their wrath, for 1t is fierce; and their rage, for it is 
crvell. | 
Oh,that they would but marke and foreſee, into what an 
inevitable and cndlefſe maze of certaine miſery and ven = 
ance they enter, when they enter into the ry [anos 
off-r or acceptance of challenge | It they be ſlaine, they are 
acceſlaries to their own untimely I 
and wiltully pull themſelves from the land of the living,to 
| the abhorred regions of death : they cruelly and irrecove- 
rably rend their own poore ſoules r oe time-of grace and 
repentance, They extinguiſh all hope of polterity; and per- 
haps their houſe and family determines 1n that bloody at. 
G But 
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A Diſeenrſt of true haypineſſe. 

But that which is the accomplithneat of all miſcries and 
| terrour, they juſtly fall into the hands of the liviag God, wha 
will certainly judge them afcer th: manner of them: that 
| ſhed their own blood; and will give them thz bloo{6 
wrath and of jzalouſic. And wheras they looked to leay 
aname bchind them, it hall rot away with as vile deteſtation 
| as ther carkaſſes in the grave : The memorial of the inſt (laitl 
Salomon) ſhall be bleſſed, but the nam? of the wicked ſbal rot, It 
it dolive it ſhall live totheir ihameaad infamy, For I dars 
ſay this boldly ; There was never any mn rightly enformed 
exher in the principles of nature, or in the. gracious way 'te 
Heaven, in the ſober paſſiges of mortality,or in the jaſtice oh 
ſtate and pollicy, or acquainted with the fairnefſe of true 
honour, that cver gave any allowance, or ever will,to thee 
putation of manhood, falſly ſo called, purchaſed in private 

uarrell in the field, This is thenall they get:for the loſſe'd 
Gat and body,of heaven and carth,of name and poſterity,they 
only gain the damacd applauſe of divels, ſwaggerers and wit 


{ But if it fall out otherwiſe, that they be not kild, but kill 
ah marke what befalles them;they depart the field drunken wit 
"*{blood,as with new wine : And therfore they hill be ſure a 
| length to be filled with drunkenneſſe, and with ſorrow, eves 
with the cup af deſtruRion and trembling ;. they ſhall drink 
| of it, deepe and large, and wring ir out to-the very drezs, Fa 
efently after the murther, committed, they have Cams 
| | feacefull marke ſtampt upon them : +The furies of Conſcien 
and crycs of blood,ſhall for cver perſ:cute them with reſtla 
| horrour : As they cloathed themſelves withrage like a rak 
ment, ſoſhall it now come intotheir bowels like water, al 
 finke like oyle into their bones, Inthe meane time:they (ty 
live in the hell ef Conſcience upon Earth, and <xpet eve 
houre tobe tumbled into the hell. of wicked divels for evi 
| more 11 the world to cone. .. 
| Letmethennghenameand feare of Sod adviſ: them; 
| they would-win an opinionof true valor indecd,if they. look 
for any portion in the mercics of God; or honour :amoag 
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againſt | urs, 'the 
of this world, agair A rote 
edneſſes, which arc in the high places. This fight is Chriltian 
and couragious indced, the victory is glorjons, the reward is 
Immortality. W718 | 
|  Athird noteof diff rence may be this: Every Child. of 
God by the power of ſaving grace, doth hunger ' and thirſt 
after all thoſe means God hath ordained, or offers for his 
furtherance in the way to Heaven, and for his comforting 
endoonfrming * cap CE Fd = doth make a ho- 
ly uſe.of w cr is cither ikly-or privy 
Y bby On hietuiricnes And therfore epvare tom 
ments and his mercies: by the , obſervation and ſenſe 
of which, he growes ſenfible in heavenly knowledge, faith,j* 
humiliation, repentance,thankfullneſſe,and all other ſpiritual. 
| graces. But the formall rite doth ſo farre take notice 
and regard of them,as they further his ep happineſle | 
and as his negle& of them, by conſequent meek danger)” 
and overthrow to his outward worldly ſtate. For the preſent 
| perhaps, he is moved with the hearing of the Word of God. 
| with theterror of his judgements, while they lye with ſoine 
extraordinary weight upon himſelf, or the whole Land z; 
[and with the {weetneſſe of his mercies, becauſe they ſecure 
Him in his proſperity. But theſe things 5 not into his 
{ſoul with the power of mortification, to" ing of 
= ſinfull afeRtions, and the ſhaking off of every known 
'fin. | | 
| Beloved in our Lord and Saviour Chriſt Jeſus, let us eve» 


ry one of us([ beſeech you) try himſelf faithfully by this note | 
of difference : And the rather, becauſe our gracieus God 
hath moſt plentifully and incomparably vouchſafed -us in 
this Land all means to bring us unto heaven, He hathviſ- 
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ted us with his Word, his judgements and mercics, tothe as 
ſtoniſhment of the whole world, 'Now lt us contider;whes 
| ther as they havebred admirationin mon and Angels;fo they 
have brought (alvation to our own fouls. _— 

Firſt, for his Word : For theſe tifty yeares, you knowhe 
hath ſpread out his hands all the day long ; he hath fent alf 
his ſervants,the Treachers of his Word, riting up: carly, and 
ſending them, ſaying : Returne now every man from his 
vill wayes,and amend your works. Let us then examin2oat 
ſelves in th's point. Hath this glorious Goſ>ell, which hath 
ſolon ſhined br ight in our eycs, and founded loud in ous 
cares; hath it, | fay, been mighty in operationup on our foules, 
in planting in them the power of true godlincfſe ? Do we 
daily grow more ſound by it in thekno:vledge of the truthp 
and ſce more particularly into the way and whole courſe of 
Chriſttanity ? Doth it continually build us up-moreftroags 
ly in Faith,Repentancc,and an holy obedience to all his come 
mandements ? Why then bleſſed is our caſe: for this powers 
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Chap. 35. 


{the Word, is a notable marke unto us that weare in the ſtars 
Tin number, But if otherwiſe (which 1s rather tobefeared) if 


| of forme and faſhion, not of zeale and conſcience to profit 


fall experience in our ſoules of daily growth in godlinefle b 4 


pfgrace ; and foal] thebleſlings1n the Book of God belong 
mto us, and pleaſures moe then the ſtarrcs of the firmanient 


we have either beene no hearers,or but now and then, as 'ous 
worldly commoditics would give us leave; or hearers only 
by it, and yeeld obedience unto it ;- or onely hearers and ns 
doers, wy then we may affare our {etves, we are yet ſhort df 
the ſtate of grace ; and marke what will be the end both ol 
us and the whole 1nd : It muſt needs be the ſome with thal 
of Juda and Jrafalem(for they were as well beloved'of Ge 
as cver England can de: )(oe,farth God nnto leremy, Gar am 
tell the men of Tuda and the irhabirants of Teruſalom : I haud 
ſem you all my ſervants the Prophets, riſing up eavety, and fea 
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| ding them ; but you would not inclize your eare, you W 


| rael!: Behold, 1] Will bring upon Inda,and upon all the inha'iranl 


obey me ; thereSre this ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, the God of . 
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417 wat o this w/e, ) 
4 nerruſt, - mn doxe whto Shu 
my ight: And will make thy, Git 4 65 uo Al 
ravek And the Lord was unremovaably 
ly reſolycd upon this point ith he had ſo long-pr 
70 them by his Prophets, | 28 he; hath doneumto-thi 
it would doc no good;) that he bids the Prophet, 
mare, .for hee would never beg bim __ "1 
| (Cath he) chow bale not pray for:thus qty As = | 


or prayer for them, ncicher entreate mee, fo 


thee, 
The judgements upon this land have i nan} ad 


fearefull ;; I doubt not, > but we have ſecac with our, cycs -S| 
| yen thoſe which are. very /neere. fore-ranners, it Fat 
and terrible Day,of the Lord, | Wee-have Ho fan 
prodigious apparitions in the ayre ; wee have h 


plots and pra les aguiſt our brave.) «Our 
's rr. 


and extroconigerily ly - grogned under 
plague, which hath ſtucke*cloſe to the bowel 
| The ſa hath broke out of ther bounds, .and SN” Va 

ny as rightcous as our ſelves: wee haye felt SF 

heate and cold, of which] thinketheſe parts of 

are not naturally capable ; ſo certaine 1s .it:that 1 
God hath wi in them. The poorc of 
grievouſly ligh, and pine with 2 preſent famin 
eximine our ſelves in this point. Have wee. 
wp, annaphy unto ang hearts ? haye wee beene truly 

Yy ?e have we by a ent Mn ie 
linnes, and grieved for 2008 and = =- 
mourned and cried for all the abomi 
mongſt us? Why then bleſſed is our caſe, 
ſtate of grace ; wee ſhall beſure to be. 
Ws Freed by the Ang a ona Rh: an 

y1 nall de{olation be this 

Butif otherwiſe (which is 240 to. ce 
I wh, and we haye not: owes. itheh 
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| ue for atteridment, and we are not bettered, but rather worſe 
and worfe ; we ray affurc our fetves we yer want a gracious | 
marke,and cff=& of the power of trae godlineſſe; and marke* 
| what wilt be the endtoth of as and onr whole land ; it can | 
be no other ther that of his owne people. And thus he dealt | 
with them by his judgements, cven as a Phyſician with his | 
zent. A Phyſician, while there is any hope efrccovery in 
is patient ; he uſeth the benetit of all the rules of Art, :11 va- 
 riety of mcanes, preſcribing dict, letting blood, miniftrin 
; pils and potions; but when hee once perecives thenatur? 
| heate tobe ſo decayed, and ftrengrh of nature ſpent, rhat 
his Phyſick will worke no more good upon him, but rather | 
haſten his ruine then his recovery ; hee then leaves him to | 
the pangs of death, and diffolution-of ſoake and body. Even | 
fo dealcs God with his people, while there is any hope of 
, hee viſits them by all kinde of caſtigations, all 
manner of puniſhments : But when all ſenfc of Religion, all 
hrate of zcale;and life of grace, have fo utterly forſaken the | 
heartsofmen; that they arc rather broken then bowed, rx 
cher hardened then humbled by his Judgements ; hee gives 
them over to their owne juſt confition, Hee leaves them fi- 
nally (neycr more to be entreated) to Iamentations, mour- 
'ofn $, and woe; to the feare,to the pit, and to the fnare-: to 
the f of), the Wolfe, and the Leopard, 7 how haſt flricken 
hems (faith Teremy) bur they have not ſorrowed: thow haſt con- 
| famed them, but they have refuſed to receive correftion: tf 
have mage their faces harder then a flome, and have refwſed t 
rererne, Wherefore a Lyon out of the forreſt ſhall ſlay thems, an 
4 Wolfe of th: Wilderne ſſe ſhall deſtyoy them: a Leopard hall Warch| 
| over their Cities, every one that poeth out thence, ſball be | 
in pieces, becanſe their treſpaſſes are many, and' their rebellions| 
are encreaſed, Thins courſe of Gods proceeding'inhis judges 
ments, we may fee moſt cleercly in the 4. of Amos. He rity 
| gavethem cleamnefſe of teeth in all their Citics, and ſcarce» 
nefſe of bread in all their places; and yet they returned net] 
unto him : He withheld the rainefrom them, when- there} 
, Were yer three moneths to the barveſt ; fo that two or three] 
Citicy 
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Citics wandred unto one Citie to drinke water, butthey | 
were not ſatisfied : and yet they returned not untohim. 'Hoe 
Linote them with blaſting and mildew;their gardens & their 
vincyards,their fig-trees, and their olive-trees did the Palmer 
Worme devoure: and yet they returned not unto him, Delti= 
| lence he ſent amongſt them after the manner of Zgypt <and | 
yet they returned notuntohim. Therefore ({aith the Lord) 
rbus oo 1 doe wnto thee, O Iſra'l, He ſpeakes after the man- | 
ner of a man, in whom juſt indignation ſtops unto | 
ſ>cch ; and who wants words x. eoane— the nix (age | 
of the puniſhments he purpolcs to infli : Therefore thus 
and thus will I docunto thee, O Iracl, even fo as he threat- ' 
ned inthe beginning of the Chapter : The awes hall come | 
upon you, that you ſhall be taken away With thornes, and your 
poſterity With fiſh=booker., As if hee thould have ſaid, I will 
make no moretriall by judgements ; T will now doe xs 
in 1ſracl, whereof whoſoever ſhall heare, his two eares 
| tingle; yea,and all his heart-trings ſhall tremble; 1 will now 
{weepe you all away with the beeſome of utter deſtraQtion. 
| This is certainly now juſt our caſe: (For tocry peace,peace, 
where there is no peace towards, is wicked, and'tono pur- 
poſe : to bring conceits and ſmoothings to this place, will | 
never ſerve the turne ; either for the di charge of our confci- 
ences,or the ſaving of your ſoules) I fay, this is juft our caſe; | 
wee are even already cometo this laſt point and period. By | 
our many impictics and impenitency, wee have bronght our | 
gracious God to that queſtion in the 1. of 1/ay, i 
ſhould yee be ſmitten any more ? for yee fall away more and more.” 
Or rather to this concluſion in the 4,of Amos : Therefore thus 
ns af oo O _ not m_—_— =w_ loved. He _ 
c o many judgements, many times, | 
al in vaine;that the very next judgement we may juſtly'feare! 
and expe&t, without true and timely repentance, will evenbe: 
the beeſome of utter deſolation, 

Asthe judgements upon this land have beene great and, 
fearefull ; fo many and wonderfull have becne his mercies 
upon us, and ſuch I am perſwaded, as greater the Synnene- 
(z 4 ver 
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ver aw; vor fonncs of men enjoyed. will onely name rwoſ 
which cannot but be freſh in every mans memory : The con} 
timiing of our pcace, at the death of our late Soveraigneof & | 
ver glorious memory ; And our deliverance from the Gun-f 
wder Treaſon ; of which two,when fir{t every man heard,' 
me thinkes he ſhould have becue afraid, leſt he had beene in al} 
dreande;; as it is fard of the 1 traclites, Palme 126. Pvenrthel 
Lord brought again: the capti: ity of Sion, Wee Were like them | 
that dreame, Bo.!1 that, and thcte our bletiags were things. 
fo incredible,and beyond all ©xvectation, 
You know, alittle beto:c the Q.icenes death, the wiſeſt 
were 1: their wits eng, and every one ſtood amazed and a-! 
teni{}cd for the frearcs lis heart did feare. The ]claites] 
from beyond ſeas inlolently infulted over us, and told as in} 
their tookes, thi: this Kingdome would fkortly become a| 
prey to the greedy ambition of all the neighbour nations; 
that huge clouds of blood hung over our heads, and would} 
melt and difſolvc at the Queenes death. But 1t was neither] 
fo, nor ſo. They are the falſe prophets of the Beaſt in the 
Revelation, no marvcll though they lied : For he that dwels: 
in the heavens laughed them to fcorne, our gracious God 
had them in deriſion. And when Divels and Papilts looked 
and wiſhed, that this land ſhould have beene clothed even 
with blcod and frz, as with a garment ; out of the infinite 
| depth of his unſcarchable niercies, he covered it with peace, 
joy, and happineiſe, cyen as the {cas arc covered with wa»! 
ter, | | 
In the Gun-powder Freafon,the necke of our whole State} 
both of Church. and Common-wealth, the glory of this fa- 
mous and f.ourtthing Kingdome,(the hope of polterity) was! 
laid (as it were) u2on the blocke: The injtrument of death! 
-waslifred up by- the damned inſtrument of the Popes malice 
and cruclty, hee was even ready to give the mortall ſtroke: 
and had not the Angell of the Lord ſtepped in, in the very 
nicke; had not our merciful} Cod, by his moſt+1niraculous} 
and immediate providence, put to hts helping hand, from] 


, 


| our caſe was deſperate, and ali hope paſt, ke had cut efffrom. 
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| ſonne and the nephew. Our land that before was as the gar- 
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Our Church, which was before a harbour of Saints;had been 


piſts. The faire body of this City, that before: was-enlived 
with matchlcſſc glory and worth, ſhculd by this time have 
| beena rent and diſmembred carkaſle; and that which is worſt 
of all, thenegleed and forlorne limmes, inſpired with the. 
docrine of divels, | | 10600 

| Letusthen examine our ſ:lyes in this point. Havetheſe 
incomparable bleſſings melted our hearts into teares of re- 
pentance and thankfullne le? Have theſe cords of love drawne 
us Necrer unto our God 1n al knowledge,love,and obedience? 

Why then we may .afſure our ſelves of a good teſtimony, that 

our foulcs are {caloned with grace, But if it be quite other- 
wiſe : If theſe great and undeſerved mercies have bred in us 
4 more frozen coldneſſe in the ſervice -of God, a more pre- | 
ſumptuous ſecurity, and afſounder and ſweeter fleepe infin: | 
It Gnce our mrraculous deliverance, unparalleld by: all Nati- 

ons;times, and ſtories; there hath beene 'amongſtusno leſke | 
 prophaning of Gods Name and Sabbaths then before, no 
lefſepride and drunkenneſſe, no lefſe oppreſſion and uſary, 
nolciſe uncleannefie and unconſcionableneſie in our callings, 
| no leſle ignorance in the Word of God, and backwardneſle | 
inthe wayes of holineſke, no lefle. contempt of godlineſſc 

and godly men : Nay, if all theſe gather head and heart, morc 

ripeneſie and readine(ſ? to receive the flame of Gods-fierce | 
[and laſt wrath : If there be rather a ſenſible decay of the 
| feare of God,ct zcale, and true (incerity amongſt us : If Pro- | 
| phanencſſ, Atheiſine, Popery, and aluke-warmeneſk in Re- 
| ligion, ike a mighty Torrent, ruſh in violently upon us* dat- 
ly more and more, and fearefully prevaile and domineere in 
moſt places ; Why then (you are a people of underſtanding;) | 
[ leave it to your owne conſciences, to conlider what mult 

needs ſhortly befall us, except we gather onr ſelves before the 


ys. 
ee ET 


decree come foorth ; unlefle by ſpeedy humiliation and unkai- | 


ncd 


—— 


| vsthe roote and the branch, 'thename 2nd the'remnant,the 
den of Eden, had beene by this time a defolate wildernefit : 


by this time a/pcole of Snakes ; I meane,an habitationof Pa- 
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ned repentance, wee prevent ſo great and fearctull judge. 
ments. -oar7e Shane mprumd>"$.n may aflure our ſfelves,} 
while the Divell is in hell,and the Popeat Rome; the Prielty] 
and ] cſuites, thoſe notorious and tranſcendent inſtruments]: 
ofblood and dcath, will be working in the Vaults of darke-F 
neſſ: for the confiuſion of the children of light, the ſabve | 
of the Kingdome of Chriſt, and by conſcquent the ruine off 
our Church and Common-wealth, Little know wee, wh: 
fearcfull and hellith plot may beeven now in hatching and] 
hammering,or how necte it 15 to the birth, while we are molt 
ſecure: And for us in the meane time, without repentance,and| 
rooting out idolatry, to depend till upon immediate and mis 
—_ ne ooo ery is at the leaſt an unhal-| 
| and deiperatc mption, | 
I cannot follow diſtin&ly at this time, any more differ 
| ces berwixt the ſtate of ſaving grace and formall bypocrilic | 
For concluſion therefore onely,l will acquaint you more full] 
ly with theef:&s of ſaving grace, and follow in few words 
the tracc and ſteps of the Spirit of God in the great works 
of regeneration ; that thereby every man may examine hi 
ence, judge himfeltc,and WO his ſtatc is. | 
The working and property of thisfaving grace and true 
godlincflc, veuchſafc arly and onely to Gods Chil 
dren, whichdoth tranſlate them from darkeneſle to light] 
fromthe corruption of nature, to a ſtate of ſapern:turall bleſsl 
ſedneflſe, yourmay thus conceive and underitand, It is likes} 
leaven (for ſothe power of Gods Word is compared in the} 
Goſpell) it is of a ſpreading nature: Firlt,it ſeates it felfe in 
the ; after, it 15 diſperſed over all the powers and part 
both of foule and body ; over all the ations and duties cfg} 
man whatſocver: It ſoftneth and changeth the heart: It pur 
geth the inmaſt thoughts: It awakes the conſcience, anill 
makes it tender and fenlible of the leaſt ſinne : It Gndtifis) 
the afeRions : It conformes the will unto the Will of God | 
UIt allightens the underſtanding with faving knowled ze : I 
ſtoresthe memory with many gco4 leflons, for comforts] 
inſtrutions, and dirc&ions in a godly lite : It ſeaſons the 
| ſoeech 


I cs 
—_ ——_— 


» 


Dm om PISS << ONO nG nt SD  npWHoprr =» 5H - =o 


CC ETC AE T—_ 


ſpeech with 


aFions, ; 
3 they arc t by meanes, 

and wholly direcicd to the glory of God. Xt 

further, and kindles a ro _— my falvarion ofthe 
ſoules of others,c{pceially of all' r any way depend 
upon us : So that the Childe of God doth cver embrace” all 
meanes and opportunities for the communicating of his 
races and comforts, and the bringing of others tothe ſame 
Ks of happinefſe with himſclfe, 


theſe few interrogatories, which I ſhall propoſe very bri 
and plainely, that every man may caſily underſtand. H 
thou felt by thine owne cxperienec this .great worke of Re» 
generation and change wrought upon thy ſoule? > Hath the 


all working of his Spirit, broken and braifed thy hard: and 
ſtony heart ? Hath i picrcced and the very cloſeſt and 
moſt unſearchable corners thereof ? Hatch it humbled-itwitly 


it filled it with fearefull terrours, companion, remorſe, and'' 
true ſorrow for thy life paſt ? Hath it after quigred and refre- 
and broke the heart of thy ſweete ſinne > Hath it planted a 
fore they have beene enraged with luſt, with immoderate an- 
| ger, With ambition, with whatiable defire for the inlargemenr 
of thy wealth, poſſeſſions and greatnefle,! and with hatred'of 
Gods dexet {cryantsand their holineſſe? are they now in- 


L fervent love unto the Lord and his Saints; with Chriſtians 


| goodnefſe and good cauſes, to contemane: the tying 


ng 
and prophane fcoffes of worthictle men # Hath/ it begor ins 


holy medcratien u»all thy afeftions ; that whercashereto- | 


| 


Let then (I befeech you). every mans confeience goe a lit-| 
tlealong with mce ; and ſecretly, but faithfully anfwer to-| - 


powerfull Word of God,by the inward, ſpeciall, andeffeu- | 


the ſight of thy ſinnes,and ſence of Gods judgements? Hath | 


ſhed it with a fare faith in Chriſt Jeſus, adelightin hea- | 
venly things? Hath it mortified thy imward corruptions, 


flamed with zcalc for Gods honour, truth, and ſervice; with \ 
courage, to oppoſe againſt the fines of the time, todefend?| 


| 


| thy will an hunger and thirſtafter the fpirituall foodef thy | 
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a cup rare worldly good, 'then not injoy the incon 
parable benefit of a conſc1onable :and coaltant Miniſterie? 
Arethy thoughts... of which licretofore thou haſt made ny 
great couſcichcs, (but Ictten them wanderap and doune 
 randothe;wickedly,idlely,and'wantonly;are they now, I fay 
bounded' within a ſacred compaſſe, and ſpent po: | hob 
things, and the neceſſary aff.ires of thy honeſt and lawfal 
calling? Is thy underſtanding informed, and acquainted wit 
'the myſtery of ſalvation, which the world, and the wiſe ray 
thereof; account nothing but madnefſe and. folly > Ts thy: 
memory, which hath heretofore beene ſtuff. d with traſh 
and toyes, vanities and follics, now capable and goody of 
divine knowledge ? Are thy words, which heretofore þ 


wa 12 pres and motion" now direaed 
to glort to give grace unto the hearers? Nay,y# 
further befides this inward renovation” of che faculties of hy 
ſoulc ;; hath the power of grace ſanQified all thy: outwar 
aQions?Daſt thou now order.(in every rrivilar all the bus 
fntonolthy ocaticn.edigloulty, conſcionbly, and by di 
regiqn out of the Wotd of God? Art thou inwardly aft; 
and faithfull-in the perform:nceof religious duries?!as 

hearing the-Vprd of God, in ſanfifying the Sabbath,*i 
Prayer,and thereft? Doſt thounow:heare the Word of Co 
notonely of courſe and-cuſtome, /but of zeale and conſtient 

torefarme thy: ſelf<by 1t,and: to live after it ?* Doe not 

| weeke-dayes dutics and worldlyeares, 'drowne thy minde'cl 
the Sabbath; but that thou doſt the whole day entirely, fred 
ly, and cheerefully attend-the worſhipof God? Dolt the 
excrciſe daily with fruitoand feeling, Prayer, that:preeian 

comfort ofthe faithful Chriſtians? Thon being! converts 
doſt thou labour the converiion of others, eſpecially of chal 
which are committed any way to thy. charge, and for whoti 
thou mult give a more ftriek accoimt;' as" if 'thow be a maſts 
ap LY, doſt thou pray with:them, . and mitrattheas | 
the doctrine of falvation, and waics of igodlinefſe Þ'Doft the 

now not ofnely ſticke at, and forbcarce/great and 'grofſ>firme 
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checke thee for the leaſt. ſhines, and: make! thoe fearckat 
to eff:nd, though-it be bur'm a wandring  COgLLAT10E, ? Ar 
ter every fall-into. inftmitics, art; 'thozi -y ER 'y 0 449 
thy repentance, and learne wildome and: watchtallneſle 
avoid them afterwatds?  Doſt thou Kher | 
grow, and encreaſe in-theſetruirs and'offeds ol gw 

haſt thou ſuch a gracious taſte of the glory of God, and of e> 
ternalllife, that thou art even willingand- deliroas to og? 
thy Saviour in the clouds; not: {o mach to: be 44d ont of | 
the miſecics of this life, as to be freed from the heavy-bur- 
den of fimme, which hangs on ſo faft, aud to enzoy his pre- 
ſence in the heavens for cver ? Ina word, as thy foule gizes 
life, ſpirit and motion tothy whole-body, and every- part 
| therof'; doth the Spirit oÞ God even fojnſpire thy ſoule and 
body, and all thy ations with the life of grace ? ori 


m_ , 


thou haſt paſt the ions of the-formall hypocrite, and 
art ks te of truc bleſſedneſſe ; Ts art then hap» 
py that ever thou, waſt borne 3 'thy way is ceftainly theapay 
| of life: And I can aſſure thee; and I dare boldly pronounce 
it, that thouart already urtetly' but: of 'the reach of all the 
| powersof hell: Satan is chained up, for ever doing thee any 
| deadly hurt : All the creatures are reconciled unto thee, and 
| & [axgue with chee : Thoa haſt filled the Angels with zoy at | 
| converſion, they will for :cver- guard thee « Thou halt 
ne\er more be affraid for any evill tidings. Thoagh the earth 
be mooved,and though the mountaines fall into the miKdeſt. 
v of the Sea, thy heart (hall abide ſtrong, unſhaken, and com- | 
* fortable:When thou falleſt downe upon thy bed of lickne(E, 
| thou ſhalt find no mortall poyſon in thy fe; no ſting in 
death ; no darknefſe in the grave; no 'amazcment at that 
| great and fearfull Day, For all the merits and ſuffrings'© 

| Chriſt are thine; all the comforts of Gods Childrea are 
thine ; All the bleſlings in the Booke of God are thine; all 
the joyes of heaven are thine : even all things are thine, - and: 
"_ art Chriſts,and Chriſt isGods. Ouly ſtand faſt in the 
* Faith a4 
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t [3s | CA Diſcomſeof trchoppineſſe, | 
[fit ; quit thy ſelf like a man.and be ſtrong gird thy ſar 
| A buckle faſt unto thee the armour & 
50d; ride on, becaſe of rhe Word of Truth ; and the Lai 
thy God be with thee. Break thorow for a while withuy 
daunted courage, the bittcrnefſ= of the worlds' malice ; th 
keen razours of on tongues.; | the tears and ted 
ouſneſſe of a few and wretcheddayes; for thou artnecrer i 
ice of the high calling, then wheu thou firit belecvedlty 
ine more and more in faith,in patience, in love, in know: 
ledge,obedicnce,and all other Chriſtian graces,untill the pep 
fe&t day,mmtill thou reach the height of heaven, and the fi 
glory of the Saints of God. p 
I now proceed more diſtinAly to other markes of diffy 
rence, betwnxt the ſtate of grace and formall hypocriſie3 
Some notes of diſtin&ion for wy purpoſt may be raiſed « 
| of thoſe places of Scripture, which I propoſed, for 'to ab 
quaint you with the kinds of perfe&ion,and degrees of goc 
neſſe ; wherof a man as yet unregenerate 1s capable ng 


be partaker. | 

| Inthe 8. of Zzke, the hearer reſembled unto the ſtor 

| ground, is the formall hy e903, receives the word of Ga 
al 


withjoy, as doth the faichfull Ghriſtian though not in! 
ſame meaſure. But here is the ſpeciall pojnt and mark th 
armada the _ from the _—_— word and faith inth 
ormall hypocrite have vo roots : They are not deeply iq 
ſoundly rooted and planted in his underſtanding, confi by | 
thoughts,ofcions and ations. 4 
Firſt, They are not rooted and faſtned in his underſtg 

| ding, by thoſe two facred and gracious habits, which | 
called by the Apoltle,Col.1 .9.702in and Fa T1 WVeu ud lin: « 
venly knowledge, or ſpeculative wiſdome in the myſter 

ſalvation : And ſpirituall prudence, cr a ſanRifed und 

| *anding in the {8 gy 190 of the, foule, Theſe two, 
FTooncerve,for divinc Revelations, and matters of heaven, A 
ſwer ina proportion to thoſ: two intelleuall habits, & 
pientia ani Prudentia, mentioned by «fr ſtotle, Erh.6, 4 
naturall Truth,ans civil ations. Sapiertia, yOu KNOW Ol F 
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lions and deduRtions, by. the force of reaſon, and labour of | 
diſcourſe thence iſſuing, and grounded therupon. _ But Pra» 
dentia, though it be ſeated in the underſtandi T3 poten is ch 
Ricall, in reſpe& of the Obje& and. the End ;.and is the ſove- 
raigne & guide of all other vertues, It doth cyer amid the ma» 
ny varietics,uncertainties,8 paſſages of humane ations, wulc> | 
ly,and honeſtly confult and adviſe, judge and reſolve; manage 
and cxecute.. Even jult fo,thefe two heavenly habits, 5w9is &. 
owe meats heavenly wiſdome and ray [pragener, | 
ſhed into every ſanQificd underſtanding by the fountain of | 
grace, are buſied and exerciſed about ſupernaturall Truths, 
and matters of i Frag By heh, Yan God 
having the .cycs of his mind opened and 4llightned, . doth. | 
fethe great myſtery of Salyation, the ſcerets. Hhrog ns 
dom,the whole counſell, & the wonders of the Law of. God: | 
' He doth know what the hope'is of his.calling,, and what | 
-theriches of his glorious inheritance is. in the Saints: .He 
compratends what is the bredth and the. length, and the 
depth, and the hcighth. By the ſecond he is cnabled with 
a judicious lincerity to deliberate and determine in caſes of 
conſcience; in the perplexiticsof tentations;; in all ſtraits, 
| ambiguitics,and ditticultics incident to the; conſideration 
and carriage of a Chriſtian ; and with ſpirituall diſcretion to 
guideand condudt all the actions of grace and eyery particue 
| lar, both in his generall and ſpeciall calling. This explicati> 
on premiſcd, I come to tell you,thatthe Word of God:xdoth 
not take ſure and laſting root ; doth not dwell plentifally: in | 
| the underſtanding of the formall hypocrite,by theſe two: dir 
vine habits, pi IV 
Firſt, There is a right noble branch of divine knowledge? 
and heavenly wiſdome, ſprin ing out of the m 
| generation ; In whuch,as 1 Rt, the formall hypocrite i 
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for the moſt part utter « Inn . He knowes not thatdar{f 
antfearkult potige, which l-ads from the vanitics'ayt core 
ruptionsof and out of the dominions of diner 
and death; throazh ſtrange terrors and terments of ſoule, in 
to the rich and glorious happineſl: of the ſtate of grace, and} 
Kingdome of Chriſt. ' He knows not the variety and power 
| of tentations; the cauſes, degrees,the wolull conſequents andÞF 
recoverics of ſpirituall defertions, relapſes, and ecayes of { 
. He hath no skilFin the nature, ſymptomes and rems-Þ 
ies of afflicd: confeicnees : Tn the fecret workings and} 
right uſes of affliions, infirmitics, ſcandals and difgraces;F' 
He is not acquainted with Satans transformations into theF 
| of an Angell ; with his B2»,and ro#wa2, as the Apoſtle 
calleth them : that is, his depths, his profound plots anfF 
contrivances, moulded by malic= and ſabtilty in his owneF 
large underſtanding ; furniſhed with the experience 'of our} 
corruptions, and the ſucceſs of his many tentations forÞ 
 fome thouſands of yeeres 3 manged withall the crafts ad 
pollicics ofthe moſtdark and hidden corners of hell” Hes 
not acquainted with his 4%S4az , as they are exHed, Epheſi6; 
11,his exquiſite methods, itt the wily conveyance of hrs r 
tagems and inftdiations ; in ordering his aflaglts, and d{chars} 
' ging his fiery darts; How ſometimes hekeeps, 'as it were;'aÞ 
method of nature, in ſtriking it the roote, and" Tabouring 'to 
ſtoppeor poyſon the formtaine of ſpiritual life, which is} 
*Faith : That ſothefruits of codlinelitmay wither, and the} 
ſtreames of divine grace may dry up. Satan knowes fill 
wall; that the lively or langatſhing exerciſe of other inward} 
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graces 4 the co!dor zcalons performance of all outward dixF 
tics depend upon the weakneffe or ſtrength ef om faith. AndF 
therfore if he perceave,that(by a free and vitall operation '6fF 
a ſtrong faith)our zcale,our hope,our paticnce,-our faithful : 
neſſc in our calling, and other graces be maintained in theit} 
heat, vigour and exce!lency ; he labours might and maineF 
{to weaken,ſhake andbeat down? our faith,and that by fuck} 
| meancs as thelc : T 

Firſt, by ſaggeſting to thechild of God, a confideration® 
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| ning of ourfaith, is this : Hee-curiouſly obſerves all ſeaſons 


times of unneceſſary diſtruſts and feares ; or to be calt downe 
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der they domincere and 
[read themſclves like a 
cerpriſcs to pafſ2; while by t 
inſolcacics, oppreiſions and prophane cealures ; while pere 
haps he lingers and piaes uader ſom? heaviecroſle and frag 
viſitation ; and for all his prayers, his groanes, his patience, 
yet findes ſmall comfort,no deliverance, for eads belt knowne 
unto his heavenly Father; ſo that he may outwardly. even 
periſh in his troubles. This is a ſhrewd tentation, and.in ſome | 
meaſure prevailed againſt David; it made ſo tall, and well 
rooted a Cedar to ſtagzer : nay,this tempeſt had neere over- 
turned him ; this blow had wounded his faith to death, had he 
not in good time ſtept into the SanQuary of the, Lord, and 
underſtood the end of theſe mea; How [wuddenly they are de-' 

rojed,periſbed, and horribly conſumed : and conſidered how- 
ſ>ever the godly be vext,, with men or divcls, for the daics of 
their vanity in this miſerable world; yet it ever goes well 
with them at the laſt. ,., p14 

A ſecond meanes, by which Satan endevours the weake» 


and advantages; and therefore 1f hee ſpic our mindes to be 
overcalt with ſome cloud of melancholy, the ſcate many 


with ſome {ad and heavie accident, and worldly diſcomfort ; 
hee preſently afreſh repreſents unto the view of our conſci- 
ence, the many and great ſinnes of our unregeneration in 
their fulleſt ſhape; that ſo by their renewed horroxghe terri- 
tying and aff ighting us, may raiſe new doubtings and a- 
© 7" and in _ meaſure looſen the hand and hold 
Or raitn, 

A third weapon,by which he ſtriketh at our faith, I take 
to be one of his owne immediate ſuggeſtions, and that is this: 
While thc heart of a godly man is refre/hing it {:lfe ſweetel 
a1d plentcouſly with an aſſarance of his fature hupplocs 
andeternall enjoymeat of calle(ſ: joyes in heaven ; Satan, 
that out of his cruall malice he may mixe ſome hellith pſy 
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fon with theſe rivets of comfort, labours to caſt into his 
minde, even fome thoughts of impoſſibility of the perfor-; 
manceof the promiſes of fal\ation,and of theattainement of | 
that excellent waight of glory : and would gladly nuke 
' him thinke it incredible that hee ſhould ever be crowned 
with immortality ; or be fo gloriouſly partaker thorow all| 
eternity of unſpeakable comforts above. This tentarion, as 
| I take 1t, doth not much diſquiet the formall hypocrite, or 
| any untegenerate man. I or becauſe his perfwaſion of hap=] 
| pineſſe to come, 15 falfe and miſgrounded, and that hee hath 
| no ſound affurance of Heaven ; Satan is too wily to fuggeſt 
unto him doubts and diſtra&ions of this nature. But where= 
foever it lights, 1t js of fearctull conſequence; and therefore 
not to be debatet upon by the thoughts, or diſputed with 
Satan; that js not the way to conquer this tentation;but ſad»: 
denly, and rcfolnte]y to be repeld by the power of prayer] 
and ont of an holy contempt of ſo bale and lying malice, toþ 
be caſt as dung upon the face of the Tempter, So thar the: 
faithfull Chriſtian for all this, may maintaine and poſſ:{ſe his' 
heart m patience, and unconquerable comfort out of rheſe; 
two conſiderations : 
Firſt, if hec be a divell and prince of hell, as Gods childe; 
feeles ſenſrbly and certainely by this preſeiit immediate ſag- 
gdtion ; why then undonbredly there is the glory of iafinite* 
Majeſty in Heaven, Angels, Saints, Loundlefle and endleſs! 
' bleffedneſſe of everlaſting time. 
Secondly, he is to confider, that in the daies ofhis ſecmi-+ 
ty and worldlinefie, no ſach f{craples aroſe in E15 thonghtss: 
And therefore it is onely a malicious tricke of the enemic of| 
al true comfort, to defeate ns of our heaven upen carth,our af 
 furance of heaven in the world to come. 
A fourth way of weakning our fatth, rs this : If Satan, by 
taking(inthenick) the tide of our frajke and importent affo- 
| &ions, by caſting vs unawares npon occaſions and allure-: 
ments ; or by the feddenneffe, fubtitty or violence of ſome; 
tentation, be ate to hale vs againe into ſome grofſe and 
ſcandalcus finne;to whhich, by reafon of our natural diſpoſis 
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| tobeget im our hearts, worldlineſſe and ſecurity, the two | 


"A Diſcomrſeof true bappineſe, 


tion and cuſtome, wee were often, and moſt principally ob» 
' noxious before our calling: why then, from thence he draws 
' and enforceth upon us diſcomfortable, and faith-killing 
concluſions. He pret:ntly infers upon ſach relapſes ; that we 
| have deceived our owne ſoules, that our holinefſe indeed is 
| but hypocriſic, that our faith js but temporary, and our con» | 
' verſion counterfeit : Otherwiſ? the grace of God would be 
| ſatficient for us, and the power of his ſanRifying Spirit, | 
, would at the leaſt ſo farrereſtraine us, bridle and mortife our 


corruptions, that we ſhould nat breake out againe,and back- | 
lide into alin ſo much loathed and repented of, Otherwiſe, 
' as Qur ſweet, and maſter-{in in the time of our unregenerati- 
; on made the deepeſt gaſh, the wideſt gap into onr conſcien> 
| ces; ſo if we were indeed in theftate of grace, we ſhould molt | 
| carcfully and tenderly cloſe up that wound, and be moſt vigi- 
{ lant and ſollicitous in fencing and fortifying that breach be- 
| fore any other.By this nicanes Satan many times gyves a ſore 
; blow to our faith, and breeds much heavineſſe and diſcomfort 
11 the ſoule. | 
| Thus Satan inhis tentations, ſometimes proceedes, by a 
| method(as it were) of nature,inſtriking at faith, the rodt and ' 


| hcart of our fpirituall life. Burt if he benot able to faſten his | 

ticry darts upon the ſhicld of faith, why then he takes a con- | 
traty courſe and method, as it may beſt tit his advantage, and | 
more cahe inlinuation. For he attempts the dulling and di- | 
miniſhing of our zeale, and forwardneſk in Religion, and o- 
ther fruits of faith, and inferiour parts of ſanRification. And 
that by ſuch meanes as theſe: 

One weapon, by which he labours to wound our ferven- 
cie,and faithfulneſſe in duties of holineſle, and to hinder the 
| entire exerciſe of the graces of San&thication, is proſperity 
and f:eedome from diſcomforts and mifery, For if hee onee 
| Cſpic us to be encompaſſed with worldly peace, reputation 

amongſt men,honours and offices, plenty of wealth and pre- 
ferments ; heis ever then in good hope, (by the helpe of the 
naturall aptneſle of worldly happincs to enſnarcand intangle) 
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at and dangerous confumptions of fpirituall life. For if 
worldlinefle once take poikilion of cur hearts, it waſtes by 
little and little our joy jn heavenly things, our comfort m 
the communion of Saznts, our longings tor the 1ncorapre« 
henſible and everlaſting happineſſe : 1t banitherh all thoughts 
of the worth of our ſ:;ies, of the ſpirituall ſtate of our con- 
ſcience, ofthe vanity and change of this preſent lite, of the 
glorious riſing againe of our bodies, and the 1unmortality of 
the ſecond life: and in ſtead thereof tilleth us with ecwrchly | 
cares, with fcarcs. jealomies, grict.s, hopes, wiſhes, indepen- 
dance upon the providence of God, and a thouſand plate 
formcs 2 the cncreatement and f{:curing of onr outward | 
telicity and ſecurity : 1t makes us intenfible of Gods gadge- 
ments, of our falling from our firſt love, of the danger where» 
in weſtand : It makes us pur farre from us the evill day ; and 
to thinke our mountaine 1ſo ſtrong, that wee ſhall never te; 
mooved, but continue in our happy ſtate, and dye in the 


Secondly, he ſeckes to weaken our practice of godlineſſe, 
by faſtening upon us uncheeretulnefie, and unprofirablen-f{: 
in the mcancs of the preſcrvation of grzce, } or if he can once 
make vs cold and negligent, or onely formall, and curſory in 
the daily ex: mination of our conſciences, in I caring thz 
Word of Cod, in the godly exercifcs with our ſchollers or 
fainilics, in publike prayer, or our inore private {triving with 
Cod by groancsand lighes, tor the kupplic of ſome gr:ce or 
| removall of 1ome co: ruption ; then there ever followes a 

Languiſhing and decay of the lite of grace. It we but perfun- 

Qurily receive the heavenly food mito our underſtandings ; 

| and teing hindered by diliraciens, carelcinefi2 or worldly 
| Carcs,not digelt it by meditation and conterence, and by t-:- 
| r1tuall cxcrcile of fervent prayer convey it into the {2verall 
| parts of our ſoulcs, our new mait will quickly fall into a con- 
Wcion. | 
3. | Third:y, he doth notably dull. and darken our holineſſe 
|and ſincerity, by caſting us upon ungodly an prophane 

; Company : which hath 1 know not what ſecret and bewitch- 

in? 
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ing power to transforme others into their owne faſhions 
and conditio1s z and to make them ſometimes to condemne 
their former forwardneſſe and zeale in the ſervice of God. 
For as the ſeed caſt into the carth, drawes unto it ſelfe by lit- 
tleand little the property of that foile, whereunto it is tran{- 
ported, untill at length it becomes like that whuch doth 
there naturally grow:ſo the ſpirits and manners of men com- 
mouly conforme themſclves to thoſe, with whom they ordi- 
narily converſe, Lamentable then 15 their caſe, baſe their 
reſolution, and miſcrable their comfort ; who for advantage, 
faction, forcſight and hope of future gratifications, or any 
other by-reſpe, plunge themſelves into ſuch companies, 
where perhaps they may enjoy many pleaſant paſſages of, 
wit, ſet and artificiall diſport and paſſing the time, dire- 
ion in their worldly aff.ires, combination againſt the 
wer of Religion, and the true Profeſſors thereof; but 
where they ſhall finde no furtherance in the way to Heaven, 
no comfort in heavenly things, ne encouragement to pie- 
| ty, no counſell in tentations, no conſolation _ cir 
deaths-bed. O how much better were it, for thele few and 
wretched daies, toſfort and folace themſelves amongſt the 
Saints of God, with whom they might ſhine as glorious 
lights together in the carth, and hereafter in the heavens a- 

| bove the brightnelſ of the Sunne for evermore ; rather then 
prophanely to ſport themſelves in TMeſtech, and for a ſca- 
 ſonproudly to ruffle it in the tents of Kedar, where there is 
' no light of grace, no joynt expettation of eternity; but 
| darkeaeſſe of tinne, and ſhadow of death 1 Miſtake mee not 
in this point : I would not have men goc out of the world,or 
; become Separiſts. T would rather have thei, if they will 
' underſtand Paw! aright, be made all things to all men, that 
' they might by all meanes ſave forme : That is I would have 
the children of God not be wanting in any offices of kind- 
nefſe or piety ; but to yceld and communicate themſelves ? 


 fofarre, as duty, charity, humanity, n=ceſlity of their gene- 
' rall or particular calling upon good warrant, and juſt acca- 


ſion may challenge and exatat their hands, But as for afrec 
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faked and conveyed into the faithfull botome of a true Chri- 
 ſtian, and confined to grace, as Its pecultar and priactpall Ob- 
jeR. Let their goodnefie, and good deedes tpread without 
| limit; but their delight and intimateacile, 1s to be reſtrained 
and appropriated to the Saints that are 0: the carth, and to 
| the truly excellent, which are onely the godly. Hence 1t 15 

that Gods children are many times centured for morotitie, 
ndoriableneſſe, dilainetullzctle of tpirit, and oppoiition' 
| to goodfellow ſhip ; when God knowes they can finde no 


taſte in the white of an exe, no ttreagth in avroken ſtatts | 


of R ecd. no comfort in the men of the world, who have 


and fill communication of the ſecrets ot. their foule,of their] | 
deareſt aft:AH1ons, of their fpirituall-cltate, of their joytul- 
leſt and belt expence of time ; 1 would have that only vouch- 


their portion 11 this life; and-theretore they would not 
part with their Paradite of communion of Saints, or coms ! 
fortable communication with God in their tolicarinc(k, | 
' for the company of Kings, and a world of carnall content=! 


' 


ments, 
| Fourthlv, Satan doth ſometimes worke a foule decay of 


| FraCc,and exerci(c of godlineſ]c,, by putting into our heads 
| foe inordinate plat and torecaft, tor pretcrment and great- 
'neſſe, Tor if he can once {et our thoughts buſily on toote tor 
projecting and contriving (with cxcellive defire, ambition 
; and greedinelc) tome honour, othce or hizh place ; why 
then, farewell zealegtarewell talking part with © ods chilarer 
farewell munfhaken refoiution, inftanding: for the honour, | 
| truth, and {ervice of God ; and a C IT1Httan gourage 11) YCPIC=- 
ving fins. For then we mult Ine refervedly; we mult oe con- 
| tent to part with our liberty, andbe deprived of ow telves ; 
Wee mult labour to fatrshc and accommodate oar tglres to 
the humours, pleaſures, aid pail.o 5 ot mn, In a word, our] 
| whole carriage nut hokt a necethiy and ext corrctpen- 
| dence With the men and meancs that are able :0 PrONOte US31 
for {o uncertaine and irregular are the revolutions of mens 
| favours, that many times, if a man but miſt, or miſtime one! 
ceremonie or circumſtantiall obſervance, it is cnough to calt 

him! 
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him cf;and utterly caſhire him from his hopes and ends.Moſt 
miſcrable and ſervile 1s their life, that thus forſake the ſtr 
tower of their ſalvation, and claſpe their hand of faith about 
| the arme of fcth.For they doc nat onely bercave themſelves 
| of that worthy treedomeof tpirit,which an honeſt - Heathen 
' would not exchange for his life : but allo as they grow intoa | 
| habit of ſervitude and baſe engagements unto men ; ſo they | 
| grow intoa ſlavery unto fin, and bondage unto the corrup- | 
tions of the time. And the higher they riſe intofayonr with 
prophane greatnef]e and policy,the deeper they linke wtothe | 
| rtcrics of batuncile and fattery, and the high diſpleaſure of ! 
; Almighty God: and at length, if they attaine their ends, | 
; (tor tometimes they dic in the tedious proſecution of ſome | 
| undcferved dignity) they donble their dilcomforts, and en- 
| create their account, } or commonly where the purſuiteand 
| 


purchaſe ofany honour and prctcrinent hath beene baſe and 
indirc; there the diſcharge and execution 1s formall, vaine- 
olorious, and unconſcionable, 
\ Thus yon ſee a ſecond inethod of Satan, whereby hegocs 
 aLout to kill the fruits of faith;and to cauſe, it not anutter ceſl- 
| ſation,vet. much weaknes and interraptions in the operations 
| of Orace, 
Many moe ſuchdepths and proccedings he hath in tenta- 
' tians. As for example: 

Ithe mecte with notoriouſly wicked men; as Drunkaras, 
| Swearers, unclcane perſons, and the like; he tempts them to 
' Athciſine, a reprobate ſenſe, contempt. of Gods worſhip 
| and ſervice, and to the great off:nce. To defend their lewd 
| and gracceleſle courſcs ; to glory in their finnes, and intheir 
| dexterity of making others drunke with the Lune iniquity, 

He ſtickles and ſtrikes the bargaine betwixt them, and death 
| and hell ; and enters (as it were) bond for the performance of 
the covenant, Hee tempyts them to: ſcorning ; and by their 
(cothngs and railings, in ſoc ſort, to the deſpilng of the 
Spirit of grace in the chi.aren of light; which isa foule ſigne 
of a ſcared conſcience, and afcarctull preparative to ſinne 
againſt the Holy Ghoſt, Theſe are Satans ſtandard-bearers; 

H 4 and| 
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andthereforec he inſpires them with extraordinary boldnefſe, | 
and deſperateneſſe in ſinnitig ; and teacheth them to march 
furiouſly in variety of rcbcllions againſt the Majeſty of hen- 
ven. 


If he meete with honeſt civill men, he labours to per- | 


ſwade them, that juſt and upright dealing with their neigh 
bours,good meanings and intentions in matters of religion, 
xre the very life of the ſervice of God, and a ſutfcient way 
to heaven: And to conceive, ſinne ani {incerity to be no- 


vcation, to be nothing but good cducation; the pratice of 


ent, Se . | 
godlinctſe to be nothing but tober and honeſt tehaviour ; | 


and the whole myſtery of Chriſtianity, to be onely a grave 
and ſtayed civility : And the much adoc about fairhfall and 
conſcionable preaching, to be onely the humour of ſfoine 
odde fellowes, that would be accounted {ingular and ſera- 
phicall. 


If he meete with formall hypocrites, who beſides immu-}. 


nity from groſſctinnes, and their civill honeſty, are careful! 


and faſhionable in the outward dutics of religion, yet ſhort |. 
of a ſound converiion ; he labours might and maine to ſet- | 


tle in them an opinion, that the ſtate of regeneration is no- 
thing but preciſeneſſe and puritanitine ; that faving ſincerity 


and a true practice of holincflc, is onely a tranſcendent 7aea, |. 


conſiſting 1n pure abſtra&tion, conceived in the irregular and 


ſtirring heads of ſome bulie and pragmaticall fellowes, |. 
| ſhadowed onely with a number of faire thewes and preten- 


| 


ccs, but really exiſtent and ated no wher:. And that they 
may more ſ-curely and obſtinately reſt upon this perſwaſion, | 
he tirniſheth them-with anotable art of miſconceiting and 
miſ-interpreting the actions of grace ; and of making, by 0- 
dious exaggerations, a httle hole in the coate of a ſound 
Chriſtian, as wide as hell, Hence it is that David is- many 
times made ſport with, and merrily jz{ted upon by them, 
with the falſe ſcofFrrs at their feaſts and banquets; and hath 
things laid to his charge, with mnch confidence,but without 


all conſcience, which (God thou knowelt) he never knew. 
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| Fence it is,that many times thoſe actions, in which, for- tho 
| truth and uprightneſle of I1s heart, and the juſtneſſe and: in- 
' nocency of his cauſc,he dare appcale to the tribunall of God, 
| (the impartiall ſearcher of the 1nmoſt thoughts, and fevere re- 

venger of all falſchood) yet areracked by vile and baſe mi{- 

con{truQtions, and intcrpreted to be the workes of darkneſſe 
'and deceit, And if they take a godly man but tripping in 
' ſome leſſer error in his carriage, and that perhaps but forged 
in their owne wilfull miſconceit; they thence raiſe matter, 
not only of triumph and inſultation,but(which is much more 

tearcfull) of chearing,applauding, and confirming themſclves 
intheir en wretched ſtate. 

But if Satan meete witha man, that by the grace of God 


is already centred into the pangs of lis travcll inthe new 
birth, and with forrow for his fins is ſinitten downe into the 
lace of Dragoris, and covered with the ſhadow of death ; 
then he eagerly ſtrives to ſtifle the new man in the wombe; | 
| and by preſenting to his view the uglie viſage of his many 


' and outragious tranſgreſſions, the curſe of the Law, and the 
wrath of God (which he yet makes more grizly and fierce 
| by his owne helliſh malice,) to plunge him into the bottom- 
lefle gulfe of irrecoverable horror and deſperation. But if by 
the mercies of God he ſinke not, but betime lay hold npon 
the juſtice of Chriſt, and that boundleſſe compaſſion, which 
never knew how to breake the bruiſed reede, or quench the 
{moaking flaxe ; but holds a broken and contrite heart farre 
| {more precious, then the ſacrifice of the beaſts on a thouſand 
| mountaines, and then ten thouſand rivers of oyle : why then 
ke ftands like a great red Dragon 1n his way, at the very firſt : 
entrance mtothe Kingdome of light, and profeſſion of lmce- * 
rity,and caſts out of his mouth floods of perſecutions, vexa- | 
, 'rions and oppoſitions ; that ſo he may overwhelme and cruſh 
him bctore he come to any growth or ſtrength in Chrilt,and 
a fu!! comprehenſion of the myſtery of grace, And to this 
end he ſets on foote, and fire too, and whets with keene ra- 
zors many a lewd and prophane tongue, to ſcoffe, diſgrace 


- and diſcourage him in his narrow, but bleſſed paſſage torm- 
__ morta-! 


| 
— — LY OO — —m—— ——___ 


_— —  — — — 


LS. 


W, Diſconr ſe of true happineſſe. 


mortality,by reproaches, Nlanders,exprobration of his former 
life : by odtons names of Hypocrite, Singularilt, Puritane, 
afcllow of regular conſcience and fiirring humour, of 
a factions and contradictions ſpirit, and fuch like,” But it hee 
alſo paſſe theic pikes, and theſe ſharpe ſwords (tor to David 
| calles ſpightfull rongues,) out of a conſideration of that truth 
in Paul: Every one that Will live godly in Chriſt eſis, ſoul ſuf- 
fer perſerntion ; and that in the calmeſt time of the Church : 
amongſt many other, he thall be fare at the leaſtto be cont 
' nually tcourged and vext with ſtrife of ronomes : for every 
 faithfull Chriſtian knowes by :good experience, that ever 
now and then,as he ſhall ſtirre in a good cauly, ſtand againit ? 
the corruptions of the place where he lives, with conſcience 
and futhfullncil: diſcharge his calling, he thall preſently have 
the {pirit of pro! hanencilc to fic 1n his Face, with brutiih and 
implacable malice and infolencie : but yet,I 11y, if he be able}. 
with his Lord and Saviour to endure this ſpeaking agaimlt 
of imners; and to c{tceme 1t, as it 1s ind.cd, his crowne and 
comfort : why then Satan caſts about another way ; and he' 
labours ſomncrtimes to faſten upon him ſome unwartantable 
opinions, thereby 1candaloutly and unneceſiarily to difquiet 
hym,to defrand him of an entire t:nition of the comforts of 
holincſſ:, and to hinder and interrupt him in the profecuti= 
on of his glorious ſervice of God. Sometimes to puff: him 
up with a cltc-conceit of his owne exccllency, teins hims 
telte advanced as farre above the common condition of men, 
and the r1ciiclt and happiett worldlin”; as heaven above} 
carth, light avove darkenefle, endlcfl: h»pnineſſ: above cter- 
nall miſery : that fo, as the Apothecaries ountment by a dead 
| flic, his good aftionsand {pirituall graces, may receive ſtaine! 
, and inteion by privy pride : of the navire 2nd remedies 
whereof 1 have before diſtomied. Thete and many others be? 
the tont1rionsof a babe 1n Chrilt, and tirted to the irifancie of 
regencr2tion, 
But it Satan meecte with a ſtrono 1m © 1 Chriſt,he temots 
him by thoſe ewo methods } toid vor of (:otore (om:times! 
oy walting his zcale, ſometimes by weakning lis taith, and Fr 
| thonfand 
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thoulind moe. Amid which infinite varicty,he 1s tor the moſt: 
© bY £ eV &S "=" gy -* ' 4 
part COI {taut 10 one potnt'or policic,and that 18 this:He con»: 


though we now little tynk upon 1t,all the worldly content- | 
| ments, that we have cither direQly purchaſed, or unconſcio- | 
nably imployed, he will then turne unto us into Scorpions | 
[lings,and Wormes of conſcience. Onely at that day agood 
' conſcience will hold out as armour of proofe z which, as 1t 
| hath been on earth a continuall feaſt, ſo then 1t will be unto 
us a great and everlaſting Ixbilce for evermore. 
| Bythistime you caſjly perceive, -and I am very ſcnſible of 
' the digrelſionlI have made: but I have done it, onely to give 
vou a taſte of that part of divine kyowledge about the depths | 
of Satan, and fpirituall ſtate of ſanRifed ſoulcs and affucted 
 conſciences ; whichT take to be Cods childs peculiar, and 1n | 
which the formall hypocrite hath little $kill or exerciſe. For | 
the deepe and divine ponderations of this nature upon thele | 
roints,conot much take up or trouble his mind IE inedita- | 
tions, It 15a precious knowledge, abſtracted by an boly ex- | 
pericnce from the practiſe and ations of true and ſound re- | 
-cncration; and therefore it 15 tranſcendent to his moſt hap- | 


py naturall capacity, to che depth of his worldly wilcdome, | 
and to the greateſt height of his ſpceulations, though other- | 
wile never lo umverſall and profound, 
Now as concerning other parts of divine knowledge, _ | 
| other 
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other points of religion ; he may be furniſhed with ſtore 
rcgiFencelioinc learning, in Fathers, Schoolemen, Come 
mentarics, Controverſies ; he may be endued with ſab ty 
indif and defending the truth of God : yea,and ine 
ſolving caſcs of conſcience too, fo farte as a formall obſcryg 
10n ih Doors can leade him, For their reſolution 
in that kinde, arc oucly buſicd about caſes incident to theirg 
Antichniſtian Hicrarchie; about lexitics ariling out off 
their will-worſhip and bloody ſuperſtition, and dercrmingJ; 
tion of ſome particulars in the Commandements, which mayy 
fall within the capacity of an unregenerate man : but the 
jon, I meane the Papacic, cannot poſſibly reach unto] 
the heart of godlineſſ>, the myſtery of regeneration, and the} 
faving power of the life tocome. Nay, yet belides this, thei 
formall hypocrite may be made partaker of ſome degrees g 
the ſpirit of illumination, in underſtanding, and inter precl 
the booke of God, for the good of his Church and children 
For I doubt not, but have much light of jadgement 
that have little integrity of conſcience; and are inſpired wit 
the ſpirit of illumination for the good of others, that have ne 
part 1n the ſpirit of ſan&ification and ſfaund converſion f6 
their owne happi But yet me thinks there may be cot» 
ceived ſome difference betwixt the childe of God, and tt 
formall hypocrite, in the very ſpeculation and knowledge off 
Gods truth, and in apprehenſion of things divine in the utts 
derftanding : Which 1 take tobe ſuch as theſe, 'S 
Firſt, the light of divine knowledge in the formall hypoF 
crite, doth onely diſcharge his beumes and brightneſſ: aponF 
others; but never returnes and reflets on his owne ſaule tay 
anex3R diſcovery of the darkeneſſe of his owne unlcrſtans] 
ding, the diſorder of his aff:&tions, the lumber of his conſci=F 
ence, the deadneſſ> ofhis heart : but every childe of God i8F 
ever inſome meaſare, both a burning an4 ſhining Lunyew 
he is both illightened and inflamed inwardly in his owneuneF 
dcrſtanding, t and aff:Rions; andalſo the brightneſs off 
his Chriſtian vertucs, are ever dif>er{ed an working upon] 
others. -Whercſocycr he lives, he ſhines as a lizht, amid | 
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Fry and-crooked generation, 
| of Cod, thebleſſed Angels, 


rOO* | 
tcd in the Sunne, and doe inwardly and univerſally fill with 
hight that faire and glorious body: It is otherwiſe in the 
X.conc; for howſoerer ſhee receive light, forthe cheering 
and comforting other bodics, yet ſhee remaines darke with- 
in, and in reſpect of her ſelfe, it ſerves oncly to make her ſpors 
more conſpicuous, It is juſt fo in the point wehave inhand : 
The light of divine knowledge in the child of Cod, doth'not 
onely (ſhine upon the ſoules of others for their inſtruftionand ; 
rchcſhing; but dothfirſt fully illuminate his owne, though 
not toan cxcellency of d for that js reſerved: for hea- 
ven; yettoapeafettionot parts, of which onely our morta- 
lity is capable. Bur in the formall te, howſocvcr it 
may ſometimes diſpell ignorance andeerrors from the mindes 
_— yet erm m the Knmaagnr) 
& of faving light, as is every te E pheſ. 
n And his light of knowledge in reſoodt of him cs 
onely to make his ſinncs more foule and finfall, his damna- | 
{tion raore juſt, and himfelfte more incxcufable. For hee that 
| hnowes hit maſters will, anddoth it not, ſhall be beaten With many 
| ftripes, | 
Tcomelty, the knowledge of divine myſteries in Gods' , 
ſchild, is entertained and enjoyed with a peculiar kinde of ; 
| ſ\weetneſſe;with an impreſſion of inc joy and plee- 
ſure: It is farre fweeterunto him then the honey 
.ccmte: He hath mere delight in it,. then in alt manner of | 
riches : It is moreprectous unto him then the gold; yea then | 
much fine gold : It begers andſltrresin mR—_—_ deſres 
and ; ff:tions correſpondent to. its preci and excel- 
lencie. But it isnect fo with the formall-hypocrite ;. for his 
carthly-mindedneſſe,by which his ;f:Rions are (as it were) | 
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many times it is not ſo dearcunts 


Thirdly,the child of God hath an humble and gracious res 
ſolution, a ſweete and willing ſubmiſſion ever mixt with hi 
divine knowledge, of being maſtered, guided and goversf 
"ox Hep, 2a the violkeat bent of his ownef 
| inclination, and the current of the time : but the formall.hys 
pocrite, (if he deale faithfully with his own heart)may teele 
in himſalte a ſecret ſubordination and fabj=Hion of his uns 
derſtanding therem,to his wealrh,hanours, and worldly pres 
ferments. _ 
| Fourthly,inapprehcnſion of divine truth in the tormall hys 

pans of naturall difcourte, and light of reafou 
the chicfeſt ſway ; and therefore he ſtickes(as it were 

inthe bone and barke, in generalities, and uncertainties: by 
in the child of Godthe ſacred luſtration of Gods Spirit doth 
| plentifully concurre; and therefore hes able to pric into,ang 
ON Ryan pith of Gods holy truth, the particu} 
veines,and the faving ſcuſe thereof. | WW 

I come now to theother habit, which the Apoſtle calleth 
ours mrduammn, ſpirituall prudence,by which the Nord at 
faithtake noroote in the underſtanding of the formal 
crite, 

This habit, I told you, isa ſpirituall prudence, or a fant 
ficd underſtanding in the pracicall affiires of the ſoule 3 Wi 
which a regenerate man is inabled witha judicious {inecritf 
to dcliberateand determine incaſcs of conſcience,inthe pet 
plexitics of rentations, m all ſtraits, ambiguitics,and difhcuh 
tiSincident to the conſideration and carriage of a Chriſti 
and with fpirituall difcretion to gaide and concact all th 
WS of grace, and every particular both in his generall-a 
This wifedome (as take it)-is-an attendant upon uſtif 
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ing faith, and- onely and infepmably anvanbd th 


race; and therefarethe formall peering paaghs 
im: in the bigheſt perfeRion that is attaineable inthe 
of unregencration,  isutterly of jt, and ameere 


' lranger unto it, a5 he is untothelite of God, | 

By this boly wiſdome,' David, Plalme 119. verſo m 
faid to be wile then his adverſaries; that is,” then Sed, and' 
all his politike States-men, then his teachers, then the an- 
cient, 1f wiſzdome were loſt, me thinkes it ſhould be found. 
| amongſt Polliticians (the Oracles of imperialt depthes and 
ſecrets of State; the _ of Common-wealths and King- 


domes:) amongſt Doctors and'Rabbins (the fathers 
of knowledge an learning) ——_— the ancient, whoſe 
age is many times crowned with ripeneſle of judgement, 
with varicty of experience and obſervation, And yet by this: 
wr Ir ſpirituall prudence (for © (for the Sn is 'V 
uſed there c Septuagints, which t rs Col.x. 
peer dan nm themall ; in 
= flower and quinteffence of all 


— was Ties har many a yooe 
ty. _—— It 1s 
leced, proudly raſled by by, an 


with di ae, inby, and wa 


| Heaven. 


Hence then you may ſee a cleere —_— Theformall 
ire, ſo farre as naturall wit, goodrieſſe of education,ci- 
villboneſty, morall diſcretion, polliticke wifedomecanimm-\ 
| kghten ww lcade im, may mannagehisaGions and affaires 
| with exaQneſſe and reputation, gloriouſly,. and without to 
ception m the ſight and judgement of the world, Na 
fides, ſometimes by an addition of ſome inferiour moore 


| generall graces of Gods Spirit, hee may fet npon themfach 
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anoutward gliſtering, that they may dazle the eyes of thi 
beſt diſcerni foirit, and deceive his own heart with ally 
non, -<ia they are the trus ations of piety, and plesF 

unto'God.. But over and above all theſe, (which is nes 
ver to be found in the te) there-is in the under} 
ſtanding of the Child of GoJ, a more excelleat and ſapzrioxF 
vigour, that go cr his aRions with a bigh and more heaeF 
| nature; that breathes into them the life of grace ; that 
guides them with truth an4 ſinglen=f: of heart, an1finceri- 
be © ty in all circumſtances, to the glory and acceptation of 
God, the comfort of his orvne eofctence, and good of hig 
| |brethren, There is afarre clecrer and brighter eye ſhining 


f 
| 
b 
inthe ſoul of every regenerate man, in reſpeRt whereof, the ! 


4 


| faireſt lights of all other knowledge: and wiſ:dome are &s 
Us gyptian darkneſſ:; which doth cver faithfully deſcrie and dif} 
cover unto him theſtraite, though unbeaten path toimmorsF 
tality; thorow all the paſſages and particulars of his life : ItF 
revcales unto him the wiſelt and moſt conſcionable reſolueF 
tion in all ſpirituallgebatements ; the beſt and fitteſt ſeaſons} 
of reproving ſinncs ad winning ſoules unto God ; many ob«P 
Lquitics of actions, iniquity of many circumſtances; the} 
| Hr of his owne aftiictions, diſgraces, and 1ntirmitics, | 
which the & hypocrite cannot pollibly diſcerne, be=F 
| caulc he is blind on this eye, 
Amonglt infinite, I will give one inſtance of the gracious Þ 
workings, and power of this divine habit ; [ 
Letus imagine an evill report or falſz ſlander to be un- 
jultly raiſed (and without ground) upon the formall hypo=F 
crite, though it ſcldome befall fach ; for commonly vrol 
= moja wy; more countenanced, better conceived and Þ 
poken the greater part, and by great m2n, then they Þ 
deſerve. Yet if it fo fall out ; this _ lik2 1s his wins - 3 
' our : Hee perhaps procl1iimes and protelts his cl22rensſ2 ina; 
the caſe too'ambitioaſly and impudently ; not with that' hu- F 
| mility and ſpirituall diſcretion : Hee pl=1fech and applan-F 
deth himſclfe in his innoceacie, for this particulr, boyſte-Þ 

| \rouſly and with clamour ; which perhaps ſecretly breeds aF 
more 


—_— i —_——_ —__.——— 


— 


nn — 


* CT" ” mw => A = © w# CO - - & 
. | ..,-- - ba C. _— * 
- - hy be T5 - k l L 6 4 oo "a . 8 s + - 7a = 2 ”_ » ] iy —_ - 4 \ Ty & 4 
AL PIANO MES > . . Tow 
ee a a i EO OO 


— 
Fw 5. Bb 


_— 
d ; | "Y I f 
« F & FY 0 xy . 


Os Her ACER. . utc ima ay, —_— ts 


LE. 


. . be 


s. W, Load WW 
AARW AA ar 3.16 HC Sac , - 


8 NP 44 


v kk. - x —_ O- —_— 


y gerly .and 
aefthew Id, for caſting ſuchgaſein ies at 
munkaban as, i. vertue 2 Fee woaldglty 
out bravely, and make others thinke that he 
out wound or paſlion ; but indeed he inwardly. chafe y 
frets, and is much gricved and gauled with worldly ſorrow 
for it: the reaſon is, his reputation with men is dearer unte | 
him then the glory of God ; bis chicfeſt good and comfore 
in this world, is pr worlds good opinion of him, - But in all 
this, he is fofare from workin any ſpirituall geod out of 
it, that he rather entertaincs a fecret ement, to- be 
that indeed which the world cenfureshim tobe, then for a 
bare concealed conſcienceof innocencie, to debarre himſelfe 


| of a full fruition of the preſents times. 
But let us now onthe other ſide, conceivea Child of God 


tobe wicked!y and fully landcred , for-it is properl 
his lot and portion in this lite, » to be loaden with lewde and 
lying cenſures, with unjuſt and odio2s umputations ; ſome-. 


times to have many grievous things and abomina- 
tions fathered him, without all ſcnſc,honeſty,or ptbba- 
bility ; which he never did, he never knew. And if once ill 


rts raiſed falſcly upon the godly, be on win they ew 
fivifeas the Eagles ofthis ”Divels are eedi 


{ Tavernesand A 


medaries ia par newes: They preſently 4 yn 
c-houſcs, Citic and "Hank and Af- 
calon ; they runhe farre and wide,as currant and authenticall, 
under the Broad-ſ:ale of good fellowſhip; never more to be 
controlled and reverſt, untill the matter be brought _oure 


that high and everlaſting ud Bur mn Le 
col Gods Co CIGnt in wel Lal. hot indent ſoee {weet- 


ly my the of his 0wne up- 
rightneſl though his adverſaries be never -{o potent-or 
cunning to threape him down,yet untill he dic, as Job ſpeaks; 
he willnot take away his innocency from himſclfe, When 
the ſharpeand empoyſoned arrowes of bitter malice and ca- 


 lumniations come thickeſt upon him, cven with haile-ſhot, 


. 


his| 


his euly noble, and divinely reſolved foule is infinitely 1a 
fied with that in'[ob : Behold now, my Wimeſſe i 12 the heawon, 
wed puy record 1 on high, Mat he dord/bour eelecev il (tte 
ſo farre,as the honour of God, the ſatisfaftion of the goc 


But jous conſiderations and holy practiſe, 
| (in theſe afflitions of his good name) ſpiri 


3075 med miniſters and ſaggeſts unto him, are ſuchas 
Ee: 'F 
Firſt,he conſiders, that howſoever he be innocent fromF 
the ſlander, yet the tingerof God is in it, as it was in diredF 
ing the dogged malice of curſed Shimei, upon the royall per 
fon of Dewd; and therefore he gathers,that the Lord would 
thereby give him notice, that fome other things in him argf 
amiſſe : that ſome ſecret corruption, by which his bleſledF 
$pirit is grieved, is tobe ſubdued and mortified; that fome} 
grace is tobe repaired ; ſome of his waies to be amendedaf 
r_ his languiſhing zeale is tobe revived and inflamed 
| his heart, much duld with the contagious prophaneneſle and! 
formality of the times, is to be quickned, and more enlarged 
for Gods ſervice; repentance and humiliation for ſome te 
mer finne, not throughly repented of,or in part reſiuned,is tt 
| be renewed, Perhaps the Lord hath thereby an holy -purpola] 
| toreycale unto him, the onullion of ſome dutics in his calff 
ling, or ſome ſmaller faults (yet ſcandalous) whereof befout 
 hewasnot ſenſible, Or it be, to prevent ſome finne{Þ 
come, cither that with which he is fa}ſ:ly charged ; or toms} 
other, to which his fraile nature is more inclining. Or laſtly} 
| by this experience to prepare Jum with courages and turnalb} 
| hima with wiſfedome to comfort others in the like caſe 33 .ar@] 
| plorific hisname by patigpce, in ſome more publike-and 
| torions diſgrace and vexation te be ijndured in this kind#] 
| Hereypon the Child of God doth prefintly make'2 privsl 
; Farch into his ſoule, doth narrowly ſift the ſtate of his co 
| ſcience; and after duc and impartiall examination, feclinglf 
' and faithfully addrefic himfelfe to prayer, praiſe of thell 
conliderations, and reformation of what he finds amiſfle. 
| Second 
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5 Wane 
| 1, or p6llicicof hell js ever able to blot opt; Tt 
tor the trumpet of that laſt and fea y;morelor , 
_ mow fixed cyes, w = entwobuyy cfusin LS emnns | 
who, as he will puni ; on 
_ clſtingpe dition from the dong) of ge > ry 
 nefſe of 4 ochre will then at the fartheſt, before ter 
and Angels,bring forth his righteouſhefſ+ as the light,and his 
judgement asthe noone day. 
| Thirdly, by the mercies of God, for any fiich wittched 
| and lying flander, heis not ſo caſt downe with worldly for- 
row; he doth not fo farre gratifie Satan and ons trier, 
asto joyne hands with them for the afii&ing of his owne 
ſoule, with needlefſe diſcomforts, or di aging himſelf 
in his calling : but rather he raiſeeh matter of comfort; en« 
couragement,and rejoycitig; 'For thereby hee is made tore | 
like, and conforniable ts his Head Chriſt Jcfas'; #/ho endured 
the Croſſe, and ſuth ſpeaking dgainſt of ſinners, and defFifed the 
| ſhame for the toy that Was ſer him, He hath thereby more | 
waight and degrees added to his bleſſedneſſe; more maiſi- 
neſſ: and brightnefſe to his Crowne of immortality :  Beſſed 
| ave ye({aith Chriſt) when men revile you, and ſay all manner of 
Lebaun avainſt you for my ſake falſly; reioyce and be glad, for great 
#4 your reward in heaven, And therefore in defvite of malice | 
and falſhood, he runs on joyfally in his race: and having the 
atteſtation of a cleere conſcience, the acclamations of Saints 
and Angels, he little cares for the barking of dogs by the | 
way ; but followes hard towards the marke, for the price of | 
the high calling of God in Chriſt Jeſus. 
Such as theſe, are the thoughts and behaviour, ſpiritual 
wiledome acquaints the Child of God with ; whe his good 
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name is 
-, I conclude 


yr nas, 4 forme of ky ' am 
poor donCucy, a forme of yodlineſſe,2.Tim.3.5. All is forme ani 
outwardneſſc : they are not deepely and ſoundly rooted iti 
him by anRifying grace : nor inwardly infpired with fapers 
naturall oy life, But divine knowledge in the 
Childe of God,is called the Spirit of Revelation, E pbeſ.1.17, 
| his praticall wiſcdome is ſpirituall, Co/o/.1.9, that 1s, quick; 
aRive, fervent, realpun ering 100t into irregularities andF 
exotbitancics,as worldly wiſdome many times miſconſtrucs, 
but againſt the corruptions of the times; and working out of 
all ations,occaſions, and occurrents (cven out of mifericy, 
ſlanders,and infirmitics) ſome glory unto God, ſome geod 
unto his children,fome comfort unto his owne ſoule. A 
I now proceedeto tell you, that the Word of God is not 


ne 


_ 
: 


rooted in the conſcience of the formal! - Soom z which 
the hearcr reſembled unto the ſtony ground. Þ 
The whole and entire worke-of conſcience, as you wellf 


know, out of the Schooles, confiſteth in a pradticall Sylle 
giſme : Thepropoſition arif:th out of the ]5gnors, an habitÞ 
of practicall principles, and generall fountaines of our adtis 
ons : Theaſlumption is properly 9w«d51, conſcientia,an aw 
all application of our knowledge to this or that particul 
a or objzet, Whence followes,the immediateand neceſſa# 
ry iflue and office of conference; to teſtifie,. in reſpect: off 
t ings ſimply done, or not done: In reſpe&t of things:teF 
be done, cither to excite and encourage, or to reltraine} 
and bridle; InreſpeR of things done well, or wickedly,taf 
excuſe and comfort, or accuſe and tcrrifie, For examples} 
The owTnprors, which IS, a$1t WETE, a trealury of rules anaf 
leſſons for direion in our aRions, propoſeth the iniquity 
of alyecven out of nature. Ariſtorle condemnes it, Erh,q% 
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every lye (though it be officious, and for a greater good)-/t. 

be againſt nature, and indif] . Natures 
ſtrated,and her law when ſpeech and word j 
ſhee intends to be ever the true rs of the \conccits 
and apprehenſions of the minde, are abuſed to falſchood and 

equivocation. But this pra&ticall principle of not W=. 
ſever it be cleerc in nature;yet it-receives further 
from the Booke of God, Therefore the propoſition may- be 


thus framed; | 
Every lier ſhall be baniſhed from the holy Mountaineof 


the Lord, P/al.15, and ſhall be barred out of the new Jeru- 
falem for evermore,Revel.22.15. 

The conſcience of the licr doth aſſume and tell him ; But 
I have thus and thus lied for advantage, and greater good: | | 
Then it followes : | 

Therefore I maſt be baniſhed from the holy Mountaine of 
the Lord,and barred out of the new Jeruſalem for evermore: 
1A OED of Pr ir Fa x62 Jo LS 

Such is'the argui conſcience for thi : Butt 
it worketh Sor es to be done: Y 

Let us imagine a man todcliberate with himſelfe, whe- 
ther he ſhonldbe Nor-reſident or no. His habit of pradticall 
| principles (if kee will deale faithfully with his owne ſoule, 
eſpccially by the helpe of the honelter Caſiſts) may yeeld 
| him matter enough out of nature wn aaa 

—__ eaſily appearc, if the point were incident. But ſith the | 
=" *<yg Ezech,33, he may thus frame his praicall Syl- 
c: 

The Nor-reſfident muſt anſwer for the blood of thoſe 
emptied eprom und uo 

ce,and negligence in ave 4 

But fith 1 ht not how oma ſhall come toj | 
my poore ſoule ſhall not appeare before my b aviour, 
red with the blood of thole ſoules, for which his precious' 
blood was ſhed : [- 


Therefore I will not be Non-reſident, You ſce heere arec- 
| I 3 ſtraint 


F —_— > 
Jy COm_—_— , A Noo ORR 


I, 


_— —_ __—_ 


WA 
© ». 


CO _ —_—————_ 
—_— p— — —_ 
DD — 


(with remerſelcfie greedinefſ-) cates and devoures the | 
cious ſoulcs of Men. d 


> ——_— 0 — - 


This ſhort explication of the nature of conſcience thug 
| premiſed, you may caſily conceive with mee thus muchy 


| that 

Accordingly as the praRticall underſtanding of a man is 

| finiſhed with principles and rules for guiding his — 
| accordiag to the nature of them, and ſovcraignty they hold] 
' in the conſcience, ſach and thereafter commonly 15 his life 
and actions, 

I except the grofſe hypocrite ; for he (inneth againſt the 
| knowledge of his heart, and light of his conſcience : Theres| 
fore the ſound of feare is already in his cares; and in his 
| proſperity the deſtroyer ſhall come upon him, He belce- 
| veth not toreturnzout of darkeneſl:, for he ſecth the ſword 
| before him. AffiRion and anguith ſhall make him aftaid:; 
| They (hall prevatle againſt him, as a king ready to the battell, 
| God ſhall run upon him, even upon his necke ; and againſt 
\ the moſt thicke part of his ſhield : becauſe he hath covered | 
| his face with falichoold, and inwrapped himſclfe in acload of 
hypocrite. , 

The point then muſt be exemplitied in. ether forts of 

men. 
F rſt, the notorious finner (by reaſon of his delightful 
! converiing with the wicked, and cnſtome in the workes of 
i darkencſl:) doth obſcure, ſmother, ana in ſome meaſure ex-| 
| tinguith in his conſcience, not onely the light of fupernatu« 
Ho truth, but of nature too ; Therefore he runnes headlong 


| 


q 


(vcirhour reſtraint or bridle) into deſperate villantes and out= 
 ragionsrebellions. He drawes in ſinne with cart-ropes, and 
| worth all manner of uncleanneſſe with greedinef{e : Her 
| 25 borrrd With r3s finnes, and covered With imiquities, 45 a fields 
hedcca iu With baſes, md the path therenf covered With thornet,. 
| Whereby no mn mt) travel, It is let wp. and 1s appointed to be 

delivered br ſire, 
| Secondly, the Papiſt he entertaines and treaſures vn for 
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frraint from Not-reſidencie, that bloody gangrene, that] 
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0.4 Diſcourſeof trme happineſſe 


his praicall principles, the bloody DiRates of the of 
Rome, that man of finne,and Vicegerent of Satan ; which are 


lofarre from maar. iy or warrant, cither from na- 
ture,or divine truth, that they hold ſtrong contradition and 


etcrnall o 
purine 7 T ophet. For it can without ſcruple or remorſe, | 
ny, with hope of heaven, and a brighter Crowne of glory, 
| digeſt even the ſacred blood of Kings, and ſwallow downe 
with caſe the ruines and defolations of whole kingdomes. 
| Hee can meritoriouſly butcher his brother in the ſtreets with | 
| prodigious cruelty, as in that horrible maffacre at Pars, 
He can be diſpenſed with, and diſcharged from oathes, and | 
' truth of Geech, the neceſhry and ſoveraigne inſtrim:nts of | 
a!l juſtice and ſociety amongſt men. He may expect canont- 
zation for blowing up of Parliaments, and tearing in pieces 5-0 
theroyall limbes of the Lords Annointed, and the ſtrong ft | * For I 
newes of the worthieſt State under heaven: and after faile | ay take 
| towards the Popith Paradiſe, which is indeed the pit ofhell, | Fence 
 thotow a ſoa of 1nnocent blood, without any check or coun- 


| terblaſt of conſcience. 
Thirdly,the civill honeſt man hath his * conſcience infor- 


| med with rules of naturall arm's and generall notions of| 
right and wrong, and therewith contents himſclfe. And 


therefore he frames himſelfe with ſober carriage, faire condi- 


vom to both :; and therefore his conſcience is 
e 


| peaceable man : and theſe are excellent, if not ſevered, but | aroma [0- 
| erviceable to true picty and faving knowledge. Peace is a | Fein 
precious thing, if 1t may be purchaſed and poſſelt without | te ja4ica. 
impeach and prejudice to holineſfe and a good conſcience. | !9rium ; 
Follow peace With all men, and holineſſe, without Which no man Damoſcen, 
ſhall ſee the Lord, Peace and holinefle muſt goe together : IF = "eltes | 
otherwtſe, it is an holy peace to beat warre with the Cox. ——_; _ 
ruptions of the time :. and to be at peace with lin, is to warre ouTign- | 
a2ainft God and his awne ſoule, But the meerely civill ho- | 5 
neſt man, by his praQicall principles, is led no further, but Fong 
I 4 to\'* 


ts. 


| 


—— 


A Diſcourſe of true hat pineſſe. 


— — CC ER Ro 
an Ot OE As art EI 


meddle with, care for, or ſecke after ; but onely for company 
and faſhion. | 
Fourthly, the formall hypocrite, belides the direion of 
naturall light in his conſcience, doth intereſi2 and acquaint 
himſelfe with praRticall principles out of ſupernaturall truths 


-—— 


—— 


tics and ſervices; but he puts them in practice withreterva»' 
tion, with his ownc exceptions and limitations : He 1s only 


arc compatible with his worldly happineſſe: And therefore 
in the time of perſecution, as it is1n the Parable, he talleth 
away. But by perſecution you muſt underſtand, not onely 
the hery triall and ſtriving unto blood ; but a'{> inferiour, 
and not ſo ſmarting afflictions and tentations; as it is cleere,, 
it we compare the three Evangeliſts in their narration of 
the Parable. It is many times, diſgraces, and contumelics | 
tor his protciſton, difple.ture and diſcountenance of great 
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| himflinke and yceld, and deſperately to caſt himlclfe into. 
| the current of the times, there to Fvimme with others for a 
while, with full file of outward profpecity ; untill he drowne 
| himfelfe in perdition, and linkes ſuddenly into the giilte of 
 endlefle woe and miſery. Hence it is that 12s, 13. 2. 
| he 1s called 7459-42, a Temporizer : He js not thorow:. 
| found, relolute, and true-hearted for godlinefic, good cau- 
| {es, and togood men, Tor many times, when the honour of 


owne contentment m the other ; hee ſuffers ſome worldly 
proht or pleaſure, the gratikcation or ſatisfaRtion of Cme- 


ſpirituall dignity, (for tometimes it prooves perhaps as dearc 
as a purchaic;) the greedy deiire and pwifuit of ſome unde- 
ferved oftice or honour ; the enjoyment of prophane com- 


Typ Wt” | 
to the executions of morall honeſty ; as tor inſtrution 1n hea» 
venly myſterics and divine knowledge, he doth not nuch | 


{o farre guided by them in his life and converſation, as they } 


Ones, the hazarding of fome profit and preferment, the loſle 
of tricnds, and fazour of the world, or the like, that makes | 


—_—_ CC RT 


and the Word of God, for the performance of religious du=} 


God is put (as it were) in the one ſcal2 of theballance.and his |. 


great man ; the purchateof tome Fellowſhip, Benetice, or | 


pany, or cohcrence with worldly wife men ; the pleaſure of |] 


| ſome 
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ſome ſecret and ſweete finne, or fſach like ; I fay, he fuffers 
| theſe to weigh downe the execeding waight of heavenly 
| blide, the unvaluable treaſure of a good conſcience, and the 
 infivite glory of God, Which is ſtrangely miſerable; lith 
| all the world, wifdome, power,excellencic, and whatſoever 
| other happineſſe of man,all the higheſt, and greateſt treaſures 
| and glory under the Sunne, without the feare and favour of 
| Gol, if they were put inthe waights with vanity, vanity 
| would waigh them all downe. So thought David,P/al.62. 
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| ſelfe 
Laſtly,the Child of C od, beſides the better and more ſpe- | 
ciall poco of nature, ſtores his confcience, his trea- 


| ſary of practicall principles, with many ſacred and ſaving | 


' Jefſons and rules ont of heavenly truth and Gods holy - 
| Word ; but fo, that in his practice of them, he ſtands not upon | 
| termes of pleaſures, profit, or ap pncarr” but doth wholy 


; andentirely re{igne up himſelfe in obedience and humility, 
| tobe guided and governed by them, without reſtriction or 
| evalion, in his thoughts, afeRions, and ations, thorow the | 
| whole courſe of his life. Therefore, Luke 8.15. the hearer 
comparcd unto the good ground, (whichis the Child of God, 
[to whom inal my Diſcourſe T oppoſe the fony grown, which 
' 1 call the formall hy ms” is {1d tobe of an honeſt and good. 
heart : that is, downe-right for godlinefſe and men, | 
; without bollowneſſe, faint-heartednefle, or linking. He 
makes Chriſtianity as it were his traac,he ſweates nd toil's 
init, asthe cnd for which he was created, and placed in this : 
world : And as he recives the Word of Cod into his honeſt 
and good heart ; ſo there he trezſures it up, and keeps it faith- 
fully. The word in the originall,is 127125: He keeps it,though | 
itbe with much ditficulty, ftrugling and collucation with | 
his owne corruptions, the tentations of Satan, and vanities | 
of the world ; who cunningly conſpire and labour joyntly 
to plucke it up, and wreſt it from him: and hee hrings forth 
frait With patience, He yeelds no ground, though he meete a | 
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onely men, 
them pon a ballance, they are altogether lighter then wamty ut | thoſe that 
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Lyon inthe way, or a Tyrant in the face. In the day of triall 
and encountring with dangers and ungodly oppoſitions, he | 
ſhrinkes not ; but ſtands faſt, and ſuffrs himſelte rather to be 
ovcrflowne, then to be carried downe the ſtreameof the ſin» 
full faſhions and wicked waies of the world, He knowes 
| full well, howſoever he goes now on his way weeping, yet 
| he carries precious ſeed ; and therefore the time will come 
ſhortly, that he ſhall doubtlefie come againe with joy, and 
bring his ſheaves with him. Croſfles, diſgraces, and tribula- | 
tions, may beget in the formall hypocrite, fainting and defe- 
ion : but in Gods Childe they bring foorth patience, expe- 
rience,hope,and reſolution. Ever when he enters conſulta- 
tion with himſelfe, whether God mult be obeyed and glori- 
fied,or man plcaſed and fatishied ; he is quickly reſolved out 
of that in 1/a.5 1.12. 7, ever 3, am he, that comfort you, Who 
at thow, that thou ſpouldeſt feare a mortal! man, and the ſanne of 
man, Which ſhall be made 4s graſſe: And forgetteſ® rhe Lord 
| thy Maker that hath ſpred out the heavens,and laid the fownda- 
tions of the earth ? Re con'iders the heavy judgement deters 
\ mined,and reſerved forall tearctall men,all pirituall cowards, 
and faint-hearted in the Chriſtian warfare ; who more feare 
inen then God, and for their favour and countenance, part 
with the protection of the Almighty, and the comforts of a 
good conſcience: They thall be puniſhed Wirh unbeleevers, 
With the abbominable, With murtherers and Whoremongers, With | 
idolater; and liers, in the Lake Which burneth With fire and bring- 
Rowe, \dhuch it the ſecond death, Reve1.21.8. 
| You may now clearely conceive the point I have in hang; 
bow the Word of God is not rooted inthe conſcience of the 
formall hypocrite. The ordinary intelligencers to his con» 
ſcience,are examples, cuſtome, opinion, worldly wiſedome, 
common prejudice againſt a ſtrit courſe of {ſanRification;| 
| precedencie and practiſe of greater men, for truc goodneſle, 
many times overprized, and mi{-v2jued by the worlds flattes| 
ring cenſure ; the common naturall notions of right and 
wrong. But ifupon ſome extraoidinary good motion, by 
guidance of divine rules, hce fomctimes croft: the current « 
the 
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the times, enter a profeſſion of ſincerity; and ſome corre- | 
{ondence with Gods Chuldren, it is bur tor a ſþirt, an ſly, 
ikea morning cloud, and as the morni , Fot as ſoore 
25 his feryour in religious affures, and furtherance of 
things doth once by the of hell, cruelty of 
| men, malice of the world, enkindle and ſtirre up againft him 
(1 fay,not only a fiery triall, bureven ſome ſmnat ting heate of 
leſſer c77 paar ſome railing and ſlanderons tongwe, which 
{corches like coales of Juniper) a diſconceit and derelition 
| in his friends and old acquaintance,diſgracce with the world, 
| diſcountenance of Greatnefle, unlikehhood of rifing and 
preferment ; iFit once raiſe againſt him ſtermes of / woes 
envies,and molcſtations ; why,then he is gonehe flinkes and 
| ſtarts aide like a broken bow. All his former good motions, 
| purpoſes,and endeavours, melt as the winter ice, and goe a- 
| way like the morning dew. For the formall hypoctite cver 
whe he fecles diſturbance in his preſent ſecurity, interrup- 
tion oft his former contentments, enand of his tem fe- 
licitie, he begins ſtrongly to fuſpet himſtlfe of too much 
| forwardnefke, of unſcaſonable and prepoſterous zaale, of di- 
ſtemper, and indifcretion in matters of Religion ; and there« 
fore gives backs, and falles away into his former plodding 
couric of formality ; and that perhaps without any checke 
of conſcience : but if any fcruples and relufation ariſe in 
his hcart,out of his worldly wiſedomeghe interprets this yecl- 
ding to the times, to be but an ordinary and pardonable in= 
firmity ; and thereforc notwithſtanding flatters and deeeives 
himſclfe with hope of heaven;which is a ſtrong barre to keep 
tim out of the ſtate of grace, and unacquainted with the glo- 
rious comforts pf Ss and faving ſincerity. | 
|, But the facred light of Godsholy truth, is habituated and 
incorporated into the conſcience of Gods Child; and is the 
| onely and conſtant rule and ſquare, by which, with all humi- 
| lity, uprightneſſe of heart, a free, entire ſubmiſſion and obe- 
| dience unto it,he frames all histhoughts, af:&ions, and aRti- 
| ons, And in this light, he walkes with a ſetled conſtancic 
and grounded refolution, through poverty. and oppreſſion, | 
COLiths- | 
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contumelies and contempt, flanders and "op" 259098. good 
report or ill report, For he hath hiscyeſtill faltned upone. 
ternity ; he hath the Crowne of glory already in light; the in- 
eſtimable preciouſncſſe and everlaſting beauty whereof, rz- 
viſheth and poſſcſſcth his truly free and great heart, with | 
ſuch alonging and fervency, that he 1s at a point with all | 
that is under the Sunne; that he doth not onely contemne, pa- } 
tiently endure, and vanquith all afperities and ditficaltics ; 
bur even with rejoycing entertaine and embrace(if the tyran- 
ny of the times ſo rcquire)the utmoſt, that malice and cruelty 
can infli& upon him. There is no other cen(ideration or crea- | 
turc,cither in hcaven or carth,can ſeparate him from the love | 
of God in Chriſt Jc1us,or trom his glorious {crvice in all good 
conlcience. 

And as the Word of God is planted and rooted in the con- 
ſcience of Gods Child, for his dire&ion and conſtancy in the 
waics of godlineſſe: ſo is1t alſo there faſtened for his forbea- 
rance of {innes, by theſe three properties ; which are not to 
be found inthe formall hypocrite: 

Remorſe for ſinnes paſt, by which he is ſaved from relap- 
{cs and back{lidings, | 

A preſcnt ſenlibleneſſe of all manner of finnes, whereby his 
preſent integrity and unblameablenes,is happily preſerved, 

An habituall tenderneſſz,by whichhe is armed and fenced 
againſt the corruptions of the time, uaconſcionable courſes, 
and commillion of {1nnes to come. 

In rcmorle for {ins paſt, comprize a more full knowledge, 
an unverſall revelation of his finnes, by the light of Gods 
Word,and power of his Spirit: and that both inextenſion and | 
mtenſion, both in number and grievouſneſle : a ſenſe and fee- 
ling of them in their true waight, asthzy are able to ſinke 
| him downe into the bottome of hell. Much ſorrow and ans | 
| guiſh, for the ſtaine and guiltineſſe they have left behinde | 
| them;an4d for that they provoke to juſt wrath, fo loving and 
gracious a God. And laftly, a loathing of them, fo that hee 
never Calts his eyes backe upon them, but with an addition 
of anew and particular detcſtation, Hee never enters medi- i 
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cation of the foule and hainous paſſages of his former life, 
| tut with ſhame and horrour, Every folemne- review of his 
time of darkneflc and unregeneration, makes the wound of 
his remorſe to bleed afreſh, 
| By ſcnſibleneſſe, 1 underſtand a quicke and preſent appre- 
| henf:on and feeling of every {in;whether it be publike orpri- 
vate, open or ſecret, m our ſelves or others, as well in our 
thoughts and aff-ions,as in our words and aQtions;in.our ge- 
nerall or particular calling,more grofſe and infamous, or of 
and ſtumblings,ſcandals, and appearances of evill, Z 
0 


Habituall tenderneſle,is a gracious temper and diſpoſition 
the conſcience, whereby it is apt tobe gauled and ſmart,at the 
firſt enterview with the 1niquitits of the time, and at-every. 
occurrence of corruptions and all unconſcionable attempts, 

Theſe propertics of tendernefle, aptneſſe to ſmart, caſineſlc 
tobleed at the apprehenſion and approach of {in,are peculiar 
toa conſcience illightned, fanified,and purged by the blood 
of Chriſt ; never incident to the beſt ——_ conſcience, or 
furniſhed with the choiceſt notions and perfeRtions of civill 
honeſty and formality : for theſe are never fo ſtrait laced, but 
| can let downe,at the leaſt, without diſtaſte or check, common: | 
lins,lefler evils, the gainctull and honourable crrours and ob- 
liquitics of the time, 

Hence it is,that all prophane and unregencrate men, want- 
ing the curbe of a ſober and fanRtified conſcience, have c- 
ver infinite advantage, for getting the ſtart and preceden- 
cie in compaſſing the comforts, glory, and preferments of | 
the world, For they, when the atchievement of any honour, 
happineſſe, or high place is on foot,adviſe preſently with the 


ordinary informers, and counſellors of their conſcience, cu- 
tome, example, multitude, worldly wiſedome, the ſway of 
the tymes, and ſuch like: but with the Word ef God and 
| godly Chniſtians, onely ſo farre as they doe not croſſe their 
ends, and contradi& thoſe plots and contrivances,. which 
they have laid for their advancement unto high roomes.. 


And thus they may paſſe with reafonable quietneſſe, without | 


 grudging or grieving of a conſcience fo guided, thorow a | 
| thoufand; 
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thouſand corruptions and indire&ions, baſenefi:, Aatteries, | 
finfull engagements, anwarrantable courſes. Any of which, 

07% un with a conſcience once ſou ly frighted: 
with horrour of former ſinnes, ſoftned and fapRified by the 
blood of the Limbe, would not onely rubbe off the skinne 
and gaule it, but make it bleed to death. But worldly men 
are at a point, they muſt and will enjoy the world ; for here 
they have their portion and heaven, They eſteeme it their 
greateſt happineſſe tobe admired and adored above others; 
and therefofe venture upon whatſoever unlawtull and indj- 
ret ements, which may bring theta to high places; | 
rather then they will be dcfcated and ditappointed in the 
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Fm of worldly happineſſe, ey will thorow, whether it 
| be thick or thin, right or wrong, force or fraud, ſtaine of re- 
 putation, or wound of conſcience ; Simony or flattery,friend: 
or foe all is one : though in the meane time they ſtrike their 
; owne poore ſoules thorow with many ſorrowes ; though, 
| when _— are moſt glorio5 in their owne coneeit, and in}. 
| the eye of the world; in the juſt cenſurcof God, Angels,and 
\ found Chriſtians they be molt vile and contemptible ; and 
| indeed in this ſeeming fun-ſhine of worldly proſperity, they 
treaſure up unto themſelves ſtrange feares and aſtoniſhments, 
ſnares, fire and brimſtone, and ſtormy tempeſts againlt their 
latter end, 

It is otherwiſe with Gods child in ſuch affaires : He ſtill 
| takes counſell and dire&ion at the Oracle of God ; with Cor- 
veline, refolution to heare or forbeare whatſoever is there] 
commanded or forbidden ; and fo followes the comforts 
this world, onely fo farre as it will give him leave, warrant, 
and aſſiſtance. But if he be to enter any corrupt courſe, or 
paſſe thorow any unjuſtifable meanes, for the attainement 
of his purpoſe and preferment ; there preſently comes into 
his mind fach con{1derations as theſe : He conceives with} 
himſaife, that the paſſage into any place of ottice or honour 
| (by corruption) 1s ever attended with the curſe of God ; and 

{ono true comfort tobe expeRed in the enjoyment and exe- 
cution : T hat the reſtlefſe humour, and proud ſpirit of ambi- 
X tion\ 
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tion, ever haunts and poſſeſſes men of leaſt worth, and wvarkk | 


conſcience : That he which truly: fearcs God, never deſires 
height of place for the glory or gaine; but ondy with 8 {6+ 
Ur EORY, _ prone” and _— _ ns 
and hopes: and that with trembling at 1ghti 

the > ns e, where it pleaſeth divine providence by hanett 
and lawtull mcanes to plant or tranſplant him, for the im! 
ploy ment of his talent 3 and where hee may moſt 

(od, benefit the Church, and keepe a good conſcience. He 
thinkes upon the vanity and miſery of all things we cnyzoy | 
in this world ; of that ſtrict and great account he mult yery 
ſhortly make urto the Lord,and Taka of all the world; of 


the length of that eternity, through all which is unavoide- 
bly to be endured an everlaſting cltate, either in the joyes of 
| hezven, or paines of hell. Out of ſuch thoughts as thelc 

ſprings his truly noble and Chriſtian reſolution; that he. bad 
rather want preferment while the world ſtands, and end bis 
| daies in aretired and innocent obſcurity z then by calting | 
| himſelte into the common faſhions and corruptions @f the 


| world, forfeit the fruit and comfort of his former integrity, 
wound his conſcience, and ſerve the time : That he is tarre 
more willing to endure any affliction or diſgrace with Gods 
children, then to enjoy the plcaſures of ſinzand glory of the 
world for a ſeaſon. 

I now coine in the third place, to tell you that the Ward | 
of God is not rooted in the thoughts of the formall hypas } 
crite; which is the hearer reſembled unto the ſtony ground ;; 
and thence rifcth a very notable and moſt ſpeciall difference 

betwixt him and the child of God truly poſſcſt of the glori- 
- | ous ſtate of Grace. 

And I beftcech you marke mee in this point. Forthe 
thoughts of a man doe farre more cleerely,/ and impartially | 
diſtinguith the power of ſantification from the ſtate. of 
| formality,then words, ations, and all outwardneſſe of car- 
riage., Forin theſe (many times) is much cunning and <n- 
forcement, artificial and fained behaviours; counterfett and 
 formall conveyances, diſguiſements, and hy pocrifics. They 
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are liable to the lawes of men, open, and obuious to the eye} 
and judgement of all; and' therefore fare of puniſhment,re- | 
and baſ= reputation ; ſhame, and ſpecch of the world zÞ 
of reward and riſing ; delire of maintaining a good o-| 
pinion for honeſty and religion ; of holding ſome gainefull | 
coherence with Gods children; are of great power to re-| 
ſtraine them, and to keepe them within good compaſſe and 
moderation, So that a mans words and actions may be faire, ' 
ingenuous, aid honourable ; whoſe thoughts are baſe, pro- 
phane and abhominable. But thoughts are the free, immedi- 
ateand invihible productions of the heart, never taken with- 
in the walke of humane juſtice ; by their naturall ſecrecy exe 
empted from mans molt privie ſcarch, and all executions of 
State, Their aberrations are onely cenfurable by the ſearcher 
of all hearts ; noeye pries into theſe ſecrets, but that which] 
is ten thouſand times brighter then the Sunne : And theres] 
fore millions of thoughts, many thouſand formes of imagina»| 
tion ſpring continually out of the hearts of men ; which} 
without fearc or maske, without reſtraint or reſervation, doe 


undiſſemblingly reſemble and repreſent the true ſtate and | 
diſpoſition of the heart: So that from them we may be ever 
ſure to take infallible notice, whether the heart as yet onely} 
worke naturally, in as, them in its owne ſinfull mould} 


and feeding them with conſent and delight ; or elſe be taught} 
and guided by a ſfupernaturall power,to compoſe them accorte | 
ding to the light of Gods Word, and holy motions of his ſan” 
Qifying Spirit, | 
_ Letusthen conſider, what deepe roote the Word of G 
doth take, and what ſpeciall ſovcraigaty it doth exerciſe in 
the thoughts of a ſanRiked min ; whereby he 1s cleer:ly dif 
fcrenced from all ſtates of unregeneration ; even that of for- 
mall hypocrilie, which I place in a degree above civill hone- 
ſty, and in the higheſt perfeA1on attainable by an unregenes| 
rateman, We will then for our preſ:nt urpoſe — 
theſe differences betwixt the child of God and the formalſ 
hypocritc in this point of thouzhts, 

Firſt, inreſpe& of their nature, forms, & manner of workings 
Streams, 
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Streames doe reſemble and expreſſe the nature and pro» 
perty of thoſe fountaines whence they ſpring : fo ordinar> 
ly, thoughts and imaginations follow the temper and com> 
{titution of the heart, wherein they are moulded. I fay, or- 
dinarily : for as we doe not paſſe our- judgements of the 
| dopth of ariver, or quality ofthe water, when by ſaddennes 
or inundation,or incurſion of neighbour brookes,it 1s growne 
| into atorrent, and become muddie for a while : | fo neither 
are wee to cenſure or take meaſure of our thoughts, by ſome 
' uncouth motions, and extraordinary ſtirrings we ſometimes 
 feelein them ; but accerding to the ordinary current,and ge- 
| nerall ſway,they commonly hold and excrcife in our hearts, 
For ſomet1mes, even the unregenerate may have good puts 
oy and inclinations towards ſincerity, carneſt lon mgs 
or the happineſſle of the Saints,and the heaventineſſe of therr 
latter end ; ſome flaſhes of comfort and perfwaſion, though 
from falſe grounds, 'that the ſpiritnall ſtate- of their ſontle is 
ſafe and ſound : but ſuch thonghty as theſe in fach men,ſpend 
their lite i their birth ; as they ariſe, fo they glide and paſſe 
| away without all fruit, true comfort, or profit to their owne 
 ſoules. On the other (ide, the calmeneſſc and ſerenity of fan- 
Aified thoughts ina good Chriſtian, may ſometimes be fore + 
ly diſquictd and interrupted; either by fome ſudden crup- | 
tion of the relikes of our owne ſinfull nature, by violent inva- 
fion of ſome enticing objeR from abroad, or by the malici- 
oven ——_— waver -w Satan, my > ſach 
t ts as theſe © Pa t the generall an - 
poſe of Gods child Few any DA of his ſpirituall wiſe. 
dome and holy expericnce, how to repell and bridle them ; 
how torepent of them, and pray againſt them ; how to be 
humbled, and bettcred by them, in ſetting a ſtronger guard, 
and more narrow watch over his heart for afterward,leſt hee 
be unawares ſarprized the ſecond time. 
Sith therefore the heart of a notorious ſinner is hardneſſe 
it ſclte; for beſides natural obduration, it is yet further, and | 
| more fearefully hardned by a deſperate cxtinguiſhment of 
thoſe leſſer ſparks of a generall inclination to c1vill honefty ; 
K by \ 
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by the contagious} 
* by the i 
ts are all-conti 
that in a high and horrible degree 
woven it (If- into his heart, that within he is very corrupeF 
tion-And whereas amongſt all other comforts of life, ſlecyef 
doth moſt ſweetely feede and refreſh nature. - yet the hamone 
of ſinne is farre more naturall-unto him, and more dominf} 
nant in his affections,then defire of fcepe. For he cawnor fleepu 
except he hath done evill; and bis ſieepe departeth, except batlf 
Caſs ſome to fall, Hee imagineth miſcluefe wpon his bed, 'Pſalif 
26.4. When he is cempaſſed with the feares and darkeneſitF 
of the night, an image and repreſentation of his grave, and} 
of the horror ef that great Day ; when his minde is retired} 
from worldly affaires, the noiſe and tumult of men, when-itÞ 
is moſt ative, powerfulland fitted for divine contemplationy}/ 
even then are his thoughts as blacke, as hell, and deepeſt in} 
the workes of darkneſſe ; then is he plotting and contriving} 
miſchicte : how to compaſle his. pleaſures, and accompliſh} 
the luſts of his heart; whereto crowne himſclfe with freſh} 
Roſe-buds ; by what meanes to ſet forward: the .trade' off 
drunkenneſſe, and tocnharge the number of Satans revellers i} 
that with more contentment and company, hee may leave 
ſome tokens of his pleaſures, and {wagecring in every place 
how to ſupplant his brother, oppreſſe his neighbour, grieve] 
and diſgrace Gods ſervants; indeed how to becomeari abſos 
lute villaine upon carth,and the fouleſt fiend winbell., i a 
You ſec what are the thoughts of the notorious ſinnerp] 
obdurate heart, which js as full cf hardneſſe, 28 the Moone.of 
light ; and therefore inforced, as it were, teempty and dif} 
geit ſclfc of ſome ſtonineſe, by transfuling an-iron ſinew? 
into the necke, and a trazen- brow .intothe face, - Neither! 
judgement nor mercy will bend and encline him to grace + 
no admonition or miniſtry of the Word,will make him blafhi 
at his openand profeſt impicty: So that his heart doth not! 
onely greedily entertaine, what lewdnefſe doth ordinarily 
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A Diſcrurſeof tome happineſſe.—@ 
ſprin from corruptio of nature, \and is ſaggeſted by oth my 
og paſt allſencc,both of ſhame and ſin, becomes one 
[the divels new inventors, and {ets the thoughts 
worke for the device of ſtrange villanies and icfes, and 
for addition of new formes, faſhions, and circumſtanccs of 


ſinnin ; 81 ISSN 6 $70 td Fol | 
No betterare the t ts of the grofſe hypocrite, ano= | 
ther kind of ſinner, but fully as foule and-abhomnable. For if | 
weconld looke into his heart, though his outward life be or- | 
dered finoothly and civilly ; yet we ſhould ſee orgs an. - | 
dy ſlaughter-houſc of malice, cruelty and revenge; an 
ſtewes of impure imaginations and adulterics of the heart, 
aforge of much miſchicfe, of furious and fiery rage againſt 
the power of grace, an inſatiable gulte of greedy deſires for 
wealth and riches, forundeſcrved reſpe& and reverence in 
| the world ; indeed a cage of all unclcane and ravenous birds. 
Here is onely tag raves ; thenotorious {inner; dares act 
and exccute the ab of his hcart in theſight of the 
Funne : but the groſſe hypocrite would gladly ſinne unſeene, 


and goc to hell with as little noife and notice of the world as 

may be ; and.therefore-bg drawes a curtaine of coozenage and 

hypocriſie betwixty the fight of the world and fouleneſſe of | _ 

his ſinne. In the hearts of ; 4444 and Jexabel was nothing but | * King's: | 

| blood and murder, covetouſacſſe, oppreſſion, and mercileſſe 

encloſure ; onely upon the ougly vilages of theſe foule fiends, | 
a 


they put a vizard of a faſt, formall witneſſes, and legall 

cating The ordinary thoughts then of the ha 
crite are the (ame, as vile and hellih, as thoſe of the noteri- 
ous ſinner, Nay he doubles his iniquity, and addes waight 
[tothe vengeance preparing for him ; in that he ſtraines the 
| utmoſt yeine of his wit, and ſounds the depth of his damned 
 pollicie,to clothe them with faire pretences, and colourable 
| thifts, as they paſſe and preſent themſelycs unto the world in| 

words and a&t:ons ; and in that hee labours to ſeeme a Saint, 

| while he is in truth an incarnate divell. | 
| But thethoughts of the formall hypocrite ; for with himT 
; am ſpecially to deale, (l have onely added in this point, the 
End: K 2 noto-\ 
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they are" tatre berter rho! 
ſuppoſc his heart to be ſuſie 
ned with goodnefſe of nature and civill honeſty ; to have tw] 
ſted of the generall graces of Gods Spirit, and in ſome inp 
| of the powers of the world to come; & therfore his thoughts] 
| are more faire; ingenuous, ſober and moderate, then thols} 
 foale and hatefull Ones of the notorious ſinner, and profit} 
hypoctite. His heart wall riſe, ard be affrighted with ſugges} 
ions of infamous conſequence and markable horrour z #l 
thoſe of Atheiſme, Cruelty, Dremkenneſſe, Adultery, Hera 
fieand ſach like » bur notwithſtanding, becauſe it'isnot ſote] 
ned and fanfified by ſpeciall grace; (without much ſcruplef 
or conſcience) it will let the imaginations looſe to muck} 
xleneſſe and vanity, to many fruitleſſe conceits, iopertineni 
cies and ng wandrings; but efþecially- into-the endif 
lefſe maze of worldly cares and earthly-mindednefſe. For he} 
doth in ſome ſort in his pr:&iſc approove and juſtific that] 
wicked and peltilent proverbe : 7howghts ave froe, They ane} 
Free indeed, in reſpect of obnoxiouſneſſe to himanie juſtice, 
reſpe& of diſcovery and danger from any creature; bur rh} 
eye and vengeance of heaven takes firſt--and ſpeciall notion] 
' of them, and holds thetn puni'Þable, as the prancipals; -and} 
| chiefe plotters of all tranſgreſſions, Words and actions at} 
as it were ſinnes at ſecord hand, the very feſt life nnd freſh 
| rigour of all ill is immediardly received;atid mhpred inrorhs] 
thouphts, Hence it is, thet Perer adviſcth' Simen CIlagne, | 
pray Ged, if it Were poſſible,t/at the thonght of us brart 
be forgiven him : 2s though there lay the greateſt guilt, 
dcepelt ſtaine before Cod, "> 
By the way before I pafſe tothe thoughts of Cods chil] 
| obſerve one ſpeciall marke of d'ference in this point, betwill 
the true Chriſtton,and formall hypocr'te. a 
The formall -ypccrite doth ever hart our and maintam 
; in himſclfe, one ſweet pleaſing toſome {mne or other ; a8 
bptuouſncefſe, worldlinefſs, a greedy purſuit ef temporall i 
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licity, ancxceſſive defire of 
an oppoſition-to ſmeerity, a delight i vi 
ſome ſuch like carnall contentment, | ct | 
his mind moſt rans; whereupon the beſt and the , the 
 fervency & dearenefſc of his t ts are ſpent,Gods Word, 
honour,and fervice,checks of conſcience, motionsof the 
rit, miniſtery of the 'Word,admonition of friends, jon of | 
ſoule (by an unreaſonable and 'inconſcquent difcomſe of his | 
fenſuall reaſon) areall made ſabordinate and ſerviceable to 
this Idoll: To which with mach delight he daily facrificeth 
| thenobleſt and immediate workes and iffacs of tus ſoule, As 
[for the ſtate ofhis conſcience, ſpiritmall affiires, care ofheas| 
ven, that One neceſſary thing ;- theſe things take up his 
thoughts but at reverſion;by tarts, by accident ; and wh 
they come into the heart, their entertainement is very cold. 
and ſtrange, their abode ſhort ; and while they ſtay,” they are | 
apprehended and enjoyed with much wrarineſfe Fre Sr); 
| nefſe.I conceive this tobe the reafon : 'Hee harh- a full rafte 
and preſent feeling of the pleaſirres 'of his fweereſinne,z he 
| hath ſenſible and certaine poſf:fſion of worldly content- 
| ments,but norcall and ſound affurance by faving faith, and 
his forſaking all ſmne, of the-Joyes and comforts above; and 
therefore doth tly follow and feede upon the preſent, 
with conſent of his crring judgement, we. inagenr the 
beſt of his aff:Fions, and molt of his thoughts. And as for 
hereafter;fith he is conſcious to himſelfe of an honeſt civill 
life,of a ſober IEP in the affaires of religion, and | 
[that he is not infamous with any notoriouſhes in the world; 
but as good as the beſt, a few preciſe fellowes of ſtraine 
 onely excepted, whoſe pretence and profeſſion of extraordi- 
nary {an&tity, is nothing (in his concert oy no BA hy- 
pocriſic; he therefore,l ſay ,for hereaftcr,refers himfelfe at all 
2dvenitures unto the mercy of God,and tothe lot and con- 
dition of many thouſands which arc in the ſame caſeand ſtate 
with himſc E. | & 
But it is otherwiſe with Gods Child: For by the power of 
ſanRifying grace, as hee hath alſo mortified all other: (6 
K 3 ſpecially\ 
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fpecially he hath broke the very heart of the ſweete finne: of: 
his untegencration, And as in a bdieged City, where the. Þ 
ſans end egolt dangerous cach is made, there the inhas) 
itants.concurre with chicfeſt care, and higheſt reſolution,” PF 
| to fortifie and make reſiſtance ; even ſo fith he knowes and'Þ- 
feeles, that before his calling, his delightfull and darling finne'F 
moſt fearcfully waſted his foule, and wounded his conſci=iÞt 
ence, he makes ſure to employ his thoughts with fpeciall 
edge and indignation, to countermine, prevent,reliſt, abho-"'Þ! 


minate and abandonall thought of that finne : And now by 1 
the grace of God, ith the heart, the fountaine, is purged! 1 
and fanified, the ſtreame and hzate of their intention} 
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and dclight is carried another way. For he hath found that 4 
richand incſtimable Trea/are in the Goſpell ; and there-'Þ 
forc he ſels all that he hath ; he parts with every pleaſure ; | 
he caſtsout ofhis conceit whatſoever hath beene formerly i{; 
 deare and precious unto him ; and lets all his er ler - }! 
looſe reines, greateſt joyfullneſſe, and ofteneſt meditation + 
runne after it, and fweetly refreſh themſelves with the glo-.1- 
ry and comfort of it, 1f ; _ upon ir ny {ſhould hnde: | 
me precious orient pearle, hardly cou cepe his eyes | 
from gazing upon it (his cxceſſe of joy would cali EY ay 
mand and confine the fight to forare and hopefull an ob-:1;- 
jeR,) untill he meete with ſome skilfull Lapidarie,or come: #- 
where he might thorowly be acquainted with the worth, Te 
and fully cnjoy the wealth of it: Even ſo,atter a manby the-#* 
 Ulightned eye of che foul, and the hand of faving tuth;,Þ* 
once ſeazcth and lays ſarc hold upon the pearle of great b 
the grace of Gods Spirit and cternall life ; the heart is pre«$Þ+ 
ſeatly fo filled with love and admiration, that for ever after } 
it ſpends the molt, the deareſt, and the nobleſt thoughts upon; || 
it : and they once ſet on foote, are fo cheered 4 
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and- ravi=i* 
ſhed with the heavenly beauty thereof, that they Flow ad? 


. | of 
with continuall encreafe of fervency and onging; untill |. 


they come unto the clecre viſion and full poſkcſhon of it, at: E 
re right hand of God, inthe cadleſſe joycs ofthe world a» 
Ye. . Ji: 
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The thoughts thenof. a true Chriſtian are ofafarremar; 
| heavenly temper, divine nature,and higher ſtraing,then th 
largeſt heart of the beſt unregeverate man can, or doth pol | 
ſibly comprehend. The formall hypocrite may have his mind 
worthily bulicd in points of d leaming,in the myſte- | 
rics of Seer he's of King at aa igh 
eſt conſiderations, which nature, art, morality,orpollicy can 
aftvord z nay,he may ſometimes'entertaine into 5 onges 
with joy,the promiſes of grace, the happines of the 3 
the joyes of heaven,& the like;though theſe have neverany 
root or long relidence in hum. But that the Word of grace 
ſhould ſo implant it ſelf into the innerman,that the thoughts 
ſhould never be ſo well or welcome tothe heart, as w 
they arc wading in the great myſtery of godlineſſe,and with 
an holy wiſcdome plotting for the inlargement of Chrilſts 
glorious kingdome, in himſclte and others : That it ſhould 
make all other diſcourſcs of the minde ſubordinate and con- 
tributary to ſach heavenly meditations.: and to this end ſet 
bounds and limits to the millions of imaginations that daily 


ariſc,and.creQ an holy iment amongſt them ; I ſay,this 1s 
the ſpeciall prerogative of a anQified man. For healonc,be- 


cauſe bf his truth,fincerity and uprightnes.in the inner parts, 
makes conſcience of idle, vaine,and wandring thoughts, (of 
which the formall hypocritc,cither takes no notice at all,or 
not much to heart.)He is as much caſt down, vext and gric- 
ved with their diſorder and exorbitancy,, as with theerrors 
oy, fre aria of - words and ations zand PCIEMS 
uheth(as itwere)a gracious government amongſt them,to 
keepe out Con i rebellion.He confines _ 
to areverent and feeling meditation upon Gods Word and 
works, to a carc of conſcionable managing the affures of his | 
' calling ; only ſometimes,but ſparingly with many cautions, 
; exceptions,and ſeaſonablencs, letting them out to honeſt re- 
' creations. Whatſoever thought is wandring without this 
| compaſſ;, or within it unſincere, is {infull : ſo that if he take 
| any ſtragling, without theſe limits, any entiſers to vanities 
| & impertinencics,any obtruders & diſturvers of ſo happy oy 
K 4 war 
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wa - he preſently apprehends them by the watchfill- 
C- oftice ritual wiſedome ; exemines them by the law'o £ 
0d, arraienes them in the confiſtery of an illightned cone + 
| ſcience, and fo cuts them off 1m time by the power of grace; 
and ſword of the {pirit ; that is, by oppoſing againſt themar} 
the firſt riſing in the heart 0:8 wage tanee)prayer,atd}. 
eermwntehfallneſle; he bl rids himfelfe of the'mile-} 
ries, and diftraRion of prophane and troubleſome thoughts]: 
That this is no /dea, I now propoſe unto you ; howfoeveritÞ: 
ſo be to exery unregenerate man, and fo when he heares ity 
he conceives of it; for little knowes hee what adoeevea 4 ) 
 chitd of God hath with his thonghts ; T ſay, that this is noÞ 
| Taea,or idle abſtraction, appeares 1, ao, and plentifally}” 
in Davids praftice ; whotfor all the ftrong enticements,or- 
dinarily incident to the pleafurcs of a Court, and natural 
hberty of Princes ; although the cares and waight of al 
Kingdome lay him, 2nd that his Royall innoceney] 
was till hanrited and affailed with fach indignities anc 
vexations, which might almoſt have ſwayed the d and} 
quiet thoughts of a glorious Angell to diſtraQion and dif} 
| contentment ; yet for all this,the Law of God did ſtil prind-F 
pally take op his heart, and that day and night. Gods' Wor] 
and workes, his ſtatmtes and judgements, were mexte and} 
drinke unto h1s minde, and his meditation continudly,” 
more then plaine in many places of the 119. P/ahme. O, faith] 
Itin the 1 3- portion, how love 1 thy Law | it 11 my meditation] 
conrinmally. So unexvrefſible' heere was his pang of help} 
love untoGods Law, that he prefrxeth q particle of :e > @ 
and extr-ordinary poſſion : 0 (faith hee:) And where the 
heart hath oncetruly and fixed!y ſer 1ts love, there all chef 
thoughts feaſt themſelves with dearcſt- apprehenfions,” ant} 
with greateſt noe re of all other imployment. This B 
the very cafe then of all Gods fervants; they meditate on} 
the Word of God moſt contentedly and continmnlly, becauſe} 
they love it farre before and above all carthly things; als 1 
: 


{ ſo dearely doe they love it ; becanſe in it with fpeciall ſeas 
rity are conveyed unto them all the rich tre:-fures of mer} 
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remiſſion of ſipnes, {ſpiritual counfurrs, and eternall 


icularly ſcaled unto them by the'Spi word. 
Calemen conhrmeb Gs wry preAte of hier 
edtiumony, Pro,12.5, T m_— of the infl- awe eigh 
ment,or inſ/ice ; tor {>the wor ies.inth nabl; bac 
the ſabiile acvices of the wicked are decere.. The the of all 
unNregenerate Men ate.com monty, cither roctingituheearh, 
or drowned jn pleaſures, or running after ptefe: of ran- 
ging up 2nd downe tdly and pro y, or traickefly 'nae- | 
lencholike ; pr if ſometunes they glance, or ſertlethemyſetves | 
ug on good things, ; they are ſtill as a meuſtruoos- cloar; and 
abhominatjon to the Lord: becauſe their conſeiences arcnwor | - 
renewed,their hearty purged, thcir. s Enftbedancac- 
cepted, But the thooghts of every child of God are ordinurt- 
ly working for the maintenance and furthering of Cods gh 
ry and good cauſes; for procuring true good-to their 


en, clſpecially in ſpitituall t ;- for«.1 grace 
themſclves, and their ſtore of: _ pra i) | 

all. And it fobe (which ſometimes thebefl) they be 
croſt by (infull motions in themſclves,or ſuggeſtions of Saran; 


yet by their furprizing and lvppreſſing them atthe very firſt 
riting and aflault, and by preſent repentance; they are tu» 
doubtedly ever pardoned unto them m Chrift (1b 21.0; 
Give me leave, I pray yow.to illuſtrate this varieryanddi® 
ference of thoughts (which 1 bave now largely laid downe 


unto you) in our ſclves, for the neerer prefſing of our 
ences,and that inthe matter of Elections. 7% p | 

Let us imagine a notorions ſinner to have @ voje and 
hand in ſuch bufineſle : his very firſt thoughts would be'to 
have no tFonght at all of Oath or Statute, of conſcicaee' er 
honeſty, of honour of his-Colledge,or good of the Chureh:: 
tut would rcſolvc ont of the prophane- principles of:His viſt || 
| conſcience, and by the benefit: of a large acception of chi | 
| rity, to be indifterent for all commers, Onely mhis-choiee, | 
he would haven eye to the maine, that' the ſtate of good- 
| fellowſhip ſhould take no difparagement- or diniinution! ; 
ad therctore hee would. moſt carctully c:- about” with \ | 
ESR OED = bimGlfe L... _ \ 
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himſclfe by all m-ancs,to defeate and prevent the purpoles pF 
andtoftop the paſſage cſpecially-of all Puritans, Younmult?'y 
men, able toblow up whole houſes, by their too fiery zeale PF" 
agua. idlencſſ;,drunkenneſſe, other ſhunefull coraptions{ Þ* 
c 
nable 


T 
and polliticke carriages of many rotten and unconfcio-! 
and the like. For by * Puritanes in this FF 
oncly underſtand them, (tor even ſuch are ſo branded) who#F 
| make conſcience of ſtudy,and Religious education of Schok'F- 
lers;who are ready ever, and reſolute to uphold goodnes ina Þ* 
| Houſe,though they be cruſht,difgraced and diſofficed: who'Þ 
out of a gracious and ingenuous freedome of Spirit, will be 
their owne men in Elecions,and other Collegiate (crvices; Þ- 
and not ſuff:r cheir conſciences to be led hood-winkt, to'Þ 
ſerve other mens humours and private ends; who chuſe ra- 
ther in a neglected ſtate, ſweetly to enjoy the continual fealt Þ 
and paradiſe of a ſincere heart, truceand inward Þ 
the focety of Gods ſervants ; then for many times! 
full dearely bought favours and offices, to cnthrall and vio--Þ 
lence both their judgements and aff:Fions,to live reſerved-'Þ 
ly,under a mask, and at a haires breadth for all occaſions and; 
obſcrvances; ſo wearing out a little miſcrable timeina glo»*J4 
rious and countenanced {lavery, In a word, who of the two,” 
would rather ſave their ſoulcs, then proſper in the world, Þ* 
Now ſuch fellowes as theſe, thinks he with himſelfe, which'Þz 
ſeeme,as it were,by an hypocriticall AMonopolic,to have en 
all ſincerity, honeſty and good confcience,-muſt be"? 
ept out ; or if by ſome dilaſter they creepe 1n amongſt us,be Þ*- 
curbed and kept under, elſe ſhall not we ſay and donii-.Þ* 
neere, Hereupon all the labour of his wit, and toile of his | 
thoughts would be, to plant a thorne, where a vine ſhould: | 
grow ; and toburthen theſe ſacred and honorable Manſions,” | + 
deſigned onely for gracious and golden wits, with leaden | 
drones, and ſ{warmes of worthlefle and witlefſe creatures. | 


| 


Secondly,: the thoughts of the groſſe hypoc-ite in this Ki 
waighty buſincs of Elections, would be as ntterly void of all 7 
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conſcionable,and ingenuous contiderations, as the notorionsÞ* 
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Gnners. Firſt,he would comune with his vn 
(for bynagety W —_ is the maſter Owen 
pocrite, erefore thoughts rifing thenec) 

Leary: within himſelf oe: inde, par op wh nn. po 
CEE upon tnepry ry (ein 

onclude,& to ſeaze 
roche wha eel leoodhoighs 
make the richelt prey,. and tuck out the 
Either purchaſca great friend, ſtrengthen his faQion,gratific 
his favourites,rccc1vc a prefent bribe,or cle, whichis a leever 
but afinfull pollicy,by weighing cir - 


(inuations, & former carriages,cxpect the 
fication,cloſc and indirect confiderati 


ral New-yearcs gifts,(for in them certainely fouttimes baits 
corruption. )Theſc things thus thought upon, there follows 
now 1n him, an addition to the iniquity ofthe notorious ſin-: 
ner. He loi emo en odomng nre7 == naught, buthe muſt 
double his ecmung it isnotenough for hiovto. 
be thus curſedly peſtilent to the place where he lives,but he 
muſt enlargerhe miſchicf,by putting on a vizard of piety:he: 
therefore in a ſccond place would beate hisbraines, how he 
might varniſh over ths villany, with moſt probableand fa: | | 
reſt pretences. The bribe mult come in upon other 

with other circumſtances, then the groſſencs of that vilefin | 
is wont to be:convaicd;he thinks how he ma y deale openly, 
and in the cye of the world with mt wichoge all uſpition,. 
while the matter 1s carried under hand by: ſubtile, : mediate;,.. 
& moſt excrciſed agents in the goodly zthires of abhomina-! 
ble corruption. Laſtly,he 1s much troubled in mind,how for 
al this he may continue a good _ with good men,and . 


vefatisfaQion to thoſe, whom he deceives by by his ſeeming: : | 
ar much pra&tiſc he makes this reaſonable caſie;for poli-' 


tick "aar” hath ſo many. faces,tornings & cy ahort,that 


| it can too calily inſinuate whhte fatisfic icious;inno- 


| cent & EY ſincerity.He _ _ them of ſome | 
| inthe myſtery ryan which ey SIE P 
cannot $9 that ſome pts a | 
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be to ſtatute-diſcretion, againſt the bare ictter, and 
meaning. of the ſtatute 4/ that wee live not in Plate} 
of CAﬀores abut in corrupt timesga}. 
the very confluence of atl the fans farmer a and t} TC X 
fare it 13 utterly impoſſible to keepe a mans ſelfe to paſlingly}- 
Fomall iceotconagion that ſomething mult needs} 
ben tothe time; clic there isno hiving, at leaſt,nopre-Þ 
ngin the world. | Thus the groſſ: hypocrite is excr ax} 
Thirdly, let us conceive what would be the inward dif” 
courſe and workings of the heart in the formall hypocritg 
about d! his roice in Elections. His thoughts im theſs}* 
caſes perhaps, would not be extremely baſc,nor grofſely wie 
ked: 1t be,;he would be able to clcece even his contcicence] 
and 1 conceit 3 much marc to wath his hands from the} 
hatefull and crying finnc of downe-right bribery, This hors! 
riblencf{ is only for notorious fummers, and grofic hypocrites] 
Nay, out of fomefudden pang of higheft reſolution, that rhe 
of nature or morall | 
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rank, 
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y men, and all tro yeeld and ftoopew} 
the worldly comforts he preſcatly cnjoycs ; but upon as ai 

| termes, and with as plaulible conveciance as may be, It i 
be,he will be good in many things,and outwardly in all ; bat 
ſay the Prophets what they will, hz inuft into the hauſef 
Rimmon, God muſt be mercitull unto him in ane thing ox@ 
ther : he is Gort of the (tate _—_ and by conſequenl 
hath not ſound & recall affurance of heaven above;and therforti 
he will have ſome fweetnes in the mexne time,he will cage 
ſome ſhadow (at leait)of ane heaven or other upon cxrchy; 


that iFwe ſuppoſe ſuch an one to take a view in his thoughts 
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3f all charfiancd for a: TD 
toneſtyſo far as woncgny 
ments would give him leave; Shirns, the light | 
glintmerings of penerall graces wete able gd by _ 
becauſe he is till tooreſpoRiveoFhis owne particular, wants 
the cyc of ſpiritual diſcretion, and ſuffers his conſtienee robe | | 
cooled and conntermanded by Wor wiſedome ; he may(I 
grant)by conſtraint,occaſionally, or by accident, conſerit and 
_——_ nthe worthieſt ; but ordinarily, fot mectelove'6f 
fe, hee doth not raake within bis owne heart, 
4 unpafſionate; impartiall, ſincers and - conſcionable | 
choice. For let him otherwiſe be never fo wilt of hoticſt, 
ct he is a meere ſtranger tothe myſtery of godlineſſe, urter- 
aw prehenſive of the fi and fapernaturall opetsa- 
| ionsofthe gore 13 boy —_ ——— 
PE woe char'dy 
0 of ſehl two moſt diffrent ſpirits, he may(ſo much as in Him! 
lies) repell farre the beſt, to the of the 
party, and the unvaluable 'loffe of "the houſe whiclhſhoiſd 
| enjoy him. There is one point further in deliberation” '6f | 
this nature, in which he would jumpe with the notorious 
ſinner : In adviſing with himſelfe for a fit man Foy the way 
| bis thoughts ſhould be croſſed, with a man of knowne, pro- 
fefſed, and praQtiſed forwardneſſe in religion ; hee would | 
paſſe him Las with contempt and indi ; forthis 
would he thinke with himſelf: : Ifſucha fellow conge iti 4 
mongft us, we ſhall have all monlded anew after the ri | - 
modell of his irregular conſcience; we ſhould be tronbled 
with new trickes and cre&tions, for thecneteaſement of ſhidy | 
| andreformarion of manners ; he would be ſtiff. 
friving foran Idea and atſtracve purity in Ele&ions, ati 
other aftiires of the Colledge ; fo that oor former quictneſf: 
and peace would be much diſ.{weetned with his Tarn: 
| and too much preciſeneſſe, Thus would he be zshot and 
heady againſt the I gracc, as the notorious finrier. : 
For thoogh there be many different degrees of inefſe, of 
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nd praRticeof ſound and faving ſincerity. Gods faiths 
full Ones cvcr were, and ever will be Sigzes and Wendoshll 
even in //rae/: 1ſa,8.18, Monſters unto the * great menof | 
the World, as David was, Pſalme71.7. A ſcorne,reproach; aud 
derifion to them that are rownd about them, P/al.79.4. They 
ſhall ever be accounted men of an odde faſhion, and fingaeF 
lar carriage from other men, #4. 2.15, preciſe, hamorougÞ | 
hypocriticall and the like, Miſtake me not ; I apologize not 
for any unwarrantable opinion. tending to Separation; it ih 
onely ſanRification, truc and. undifſembled holineſſe, -witheF 
qut which none ſhall ever ſee the face of God, or glory of 
beaven, whuch I ſtand for, and jintend-in all my Diſcourf þ 
But by the way let mee tell you this, in. this gencrall and 
joynt-confpiracy of all kindes of naturall men, againſt thei} 
ſparituall ſtate of truc Chriſtians, and the ſoveraignty ' C : 
Gods ſanRifying Spirit in them;the meere civill. honeſt many 
and formall hypocrite (as I take it) are tranſported with | 
more fierceneſle and rage: againſt them, then the grofle hy 
pocrite, and notorious ſinner, This I take to be the reaſon pÞ# 
GP ORIFPoerns, he ſinnes againſt the light of his: owne|F 
conſcience, and with the certaine knowledge of his heart 5 
and therefore doth not muchenyie and grudge the righte«# 
ous man his excellencie above his ncig ; and ſalvation} 
of his ſoule : The notorious ſinner in his more ſober moods 
and cold blood, will confeſſe himſelfe to be out of the way; 
pptrandanncc amendment ; or at leaſt reſerves in his 
a reſolution to repent when he is eld : but the m:ere|® 
civill honeſt man, and the formall hypocrite thjake their 
owne ſtate to be as good as the beſt ; and whatſoever 8 
more, and beſides that which they finde in themſelves, to 
be but needlefſe preciſeneſſe, and aft:&ed ſingularity ; and 
are many times gauld and grieved, that the tru 
gracious and conſ{cionable carriage of Gods ſervants, dathil 
cenfure and condemne their outwardneſſe and formality 
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ſound debt Hleinely appear thee 
relgin; converſion and CG 
very ſtate of wretchednefe and of death.” 

But now fourth] = inEleQions, theth 
Gods Child, .in whoſe heart alene the Word 
chiefly rule, and is deepely rooted,. would be theſe or 
like, Irtke firſt place, comes into his minde a 
feare of that Cod, grim annn lr» advanced him'to 
place, wherein he expeceth conſcience and-fairhfillneſſe; 
Heconſders that ſolemne and facred oath which” EI 
(in the ſight of him whaſeeth all hearts on 
a rcſolute.and _— ed _—_— in the os PT 
v« ice; that upon the integrity. or 
Elc&ions, d nee nat confuſion,” ot = 
and flouriſhing gr, an Houſe, He pxther: calleth 
out of his experience, that commoenly thoſe fellowes who 
thruſt jvto ſocicties, offices, eu ig] + roomes, by huffling 
and races by facions and; gt © ES 
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or corruption,. bece 

tothe places where: they } ire; tl 
ſides, andprickesmn the .cyes of a 
neſſe :: they cither A 
ſcandalous, by miſ- "tt 
their olden wy or —raany 
| courſe of good-fcllowſhi , to- nn qpargees inexpiable and'eternaMl 
diſhonour of thoſe Hoxje,-of whichthey' ſhould be orne- 
ments Andavhen they havedone.much EN miſchiefe | 
ecre, they are t anger en, 7 root 
paſſeby indireQ andf Furs and 
all promotions abroad : of which ys Rc ihe 
by unconſcionable / and cruell c, and 

dence in their charge, betray the "of their people to. 
| Wildnefle and barkartfne, to ignorance, prophaneneſle;' or | 
|Popery, ; or clſcby a ophane and unhallowed handling of | 
C ods Word, by Looking -with untempered morter, as'thi ' 
|Propl, et ſpeakes, ſo drevgthen the hands of the wicked, . 
[8 they cannot returne from their wicked -waies, _—_—— 
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ken, and the 


Judge,of 


the 


greatand 
cious 


ſad ; and the bruſed reed is quite be 
theſe ſheuld be choſen by my default and 
ou png nes in LC X 
gultly guilty, a1 werablc before | everlaſting 

of the many miſcrics and miſchicles, which ordinal 
T—_ 
ture and: impertiall turvay cir 
party, the ſtatute and whole buſineſſe)) he lingles 
encfſe of heart, whom 


of theri 


"Child of God with hi 
Iffych an one as 


faint-heartedndſle 


(after a ma 
es conſider, 


qut him withſinccrity and fingl | 
conſcience hee thinkes moſt ſatticient ; and there he ſticke 
Chriſtian and: unſhaken reſolut 


with a truly n, pitcht 


, orperſivafiony x 4 
- hee v2 


eepe a good conſtience- 
enjoy the - prefent, and gaine the \wholg| 

world. For he well knowes that the day is at hand,cycn thatÞ 
D#z, whenthe conſciouſneſſe of one gras] 
with uprightneff of heart, will breellf 
the glory, riches, and ſoveraignty of thi]: 


To conclude this point : As. uregenerate and £ 
thoughts differ much intheir workings even about 
QbzoRs:. ſotherse arc fame, which are Gods childs peculiar 
with which the ſtate of unregene | quains| 
ted. They are fach as theſe : 

. . Fit, thoug 


Cee. Eee te ee 


£0 gr ly-rather 
is ſoule, then to 


whole carth. 


ratioa.s utterly Jad quain c 


hits full of frare and aſtoniſhment, all hall 
and horrour, which riſe out of the heart, when it is fir 
ſtricken with fenſe of Gods wrath at the 6 
ſinnes, Theſe are ſcorched, in very many, 
Ufamesof hell in their cenverſien : They 


even with lt 
burne ſometimi 


the very marrow out of their bones, and turne the bt 


moyiture in them into the drouzht of Suinmer. 'N 
ax 


ell have commonly wt ny up 
2. Secondly,thougtts d compoſed of cor JOF; ration 
| heaven, immortality; the ſweet andlo | rovchey; + {from all 
| of adoption. Ls olrveten eye = taine of __ | gan, 
and ſpring up in that ne, whi ving newly: paſs | * cerrors 
| ſed fe ftrm e agonics, and ſore pangs of the Seda! dry mg 
' preſently bathed inthe blood of Chriſt, lulled-in the boſome*] gane « duc 
| preſently - ; 
of Gods deateſt mercics z and ſecured with the ſale, and ie«i 
cret impreſſion of his cternafl love and ſacred Spiritznot only: 
| from the rage of hell,but alſoof aneyerlaſting and'royall -in#| 
| heritance above. Oche hearroftheunregenerate manis farte'|| | | 
too narrow, balc, and carthly;/ t6 comprehend the unmixed!| 
pleaſures, the glorious Sun-thine of thoſe bleſſed and joyfull | thoro 
thouzhts, which immedaately follow upon/the ſtormes of 
fearcs imroplenrenar foe toa averſion 1/1.. 
3. Thirdly;thonghtsof fpiricuatiraviſhment, "and anuere- 
| r2ble rapture;faſhes of eternall light, Tailed*ſometimes'in the;| 
hearts of the Saints,and occalionally inſpired by the Spirir of 
all and endleſſe comfort; which with unconceiveable amaze- 
ment and admirationfeed upon, and fill themſelves with'the: 
joycsof the ſecond lifes; 1n ſuch an unconth' extaſie and ex»' 
ccſſe,as is farre above,and without the compaſſe and conceit 
of all worldly comforts, the tongue of Angels, or hezrr of 
man. In this point, I _—_ to the coaſcience of the true |, 
Chriſtian (for I know full well thatall my Diſcourſe isapa-/| 
rable and paradox to the prophane) whether he hathnoe-| 
ſometumcs,as it werea Sea of comfort rained upon his heart,” 
ina ſweet ſhowre f.om heaven ; and fach a ſenſible taſte of 
the cycrlaſting pleaſures;by the glorious preſence of inward 


of 2 truly humblcd and broken heart;already healed, and ſweetly cloſed up with the 
blood of Chriſt wheras in others,chey commonly exther work bur 4 "alfe converſion, | 
Arecrpell.d wth cutw ud mirth,orend indeſpanre. b I meane thaſ- blefled ſtirrings | 
of the here unſpeakable and gl1riaus, vehen the ſerle of remiſſion of finnes is belt (or 

| unto the ſoule by the Spinitof adoption. * SOLINE | 
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A Difcirrſe of true happineſſe. 
joy and peace, as if he had the one foot in heaven already, 
and with the one hand had laid hold upon the crowne off 
elpccially aftcr a zealous beat,and feeling fervency in prayer : 
after an entire, gracious and profitable ſan&ification of the} 
Sabbath ; at the time of ſome great and extraordinary humili- 
ation entertained and exerciſed with fruit and ſincerity;when 
| he bath freſhly with deepeſt groancs and ſighs, and new 
| ſtruglings of ſpirit,renewed his Repentance,upon occalion of 
relapſc into ſome old, or fall into ſome new {in ; when the] 
impoyſoned arrowes of crucl] and fiery tongucs, pointed with 
malice, policy & prophaneneſſc,come thickelt upon him : and 
yet retiring into his own innocent heart, he finds no cauſe of 
ſuch mercileſſe vexation, but defence of Gods truth, and 
ſeſſion of holincfle. Nay, ſometimes upon the deaths-bed to a] 
foul conſcious of an upright & unſpotted life, the joyes of hea-| 
ven preſent themiclves before the time; (fo longing a {ympa- 
thy 1s there betwixt the life of grace and endles glory.) Suck]: 
like joy full ſpringings,& heavenly elevations of _ as thefe 
which I have now mentioned,are the true Chriſtians peculiar; | 
no ſtranger can meddle with them,no heart can conceive the, | 
but that which1s the Temple of Gods pure and bleſſed Spirit. | 
Thus farre of the difference of their thoughts, in reſp<R of 
their nature and manner of working : Now ina ſecond place, 
Gods child is notably dift-renccd from the formall hypocrite, 
by the ſcaſonablencs of his thoughts, and their wholy ſerving] 
the time. | 
In a body ef beſt and cxaQteſt conſtitution, the ſenſes are! 
quick and nunble, and ſharpheſt diſcernce, with greateſt life} 
and vigour apprehend their obzes, and are moſt ſ:nlibly af-! 
fetcd or diſpleaſed with their convenience, or antipathy : 
Even ſo ina heart of a truc ſpiritual temper, ſcaſoned and foft-} 
ned with the dew of gracc;the thoughts arc ative,ready and}; 
addreſt with zcale and contentment, to encline and apply] 
themſclves to the condition of the times, and variety of oC- 
caſions oft:red for ſome holy uſe,to the bettering of the ſoule 
and the enlarging of Gods glory.In the time of faſts andſacke | 
cloth; if Gods judgements bethreatned out of the Pulpit, ot 


exccu- 
vCuy 


_—- — O——_— — — 


| 


, 
, 


et —_— —__— — 


a CR" 


BE 'O- 4 Diſcurſeof true happineſſe, - | | 


executed from Heaven ; when the Church weares her mours | 
- [ning weed,lincerity droops, and the godly hang down their 
heads ; infſuch black and diſinall dayes, they are impatient 
of all temporall comfort, they willingly put on ſadnefſe, to 
 entertaine penitency, humiliation and forrow-: But they are 
cloathed with joy and lightſomneſſ:, when mercy and'falva- 
tion are wiſcly and ſeaſonably proclaimed-out of the Booke 
| of life; when Religion ſpreads and profpers,and divine truth 
hath free paſſage ; when whole States have eſcaped the bloo- 
d y Papiſts Gun-powder, and the royall breſts of Kings their 
| empoyſoned knives,and in ſuch like joyfull and happy times. 
| Thus the thoughts and inmoſt aff:&Fions of Gods child hare | 
their changes,their ſeverall ſcaſons and ſucceſſions, as it pleas 
{-th the Lord tooff:r, or execute merey or judgement out 
of his Word,or in the world abroad. But the thoughts of the 
| formall Hypocrite, thongh they ſufterindeed many alterati- 
ons, and diſtraQions about carthly objets 3 they' ebbe' and 
flow with diſcontent or comfort, as his outward tate is fa- 
voured or frowned upon by the world : yet {pirituall occur- 
rents,obſervable with devotion and reverence for the goed 
' of the ſoule, have no great power td worke upon them: S$Sa- 
| cred times, or dayes of afflition, are not wont to make any 
ſach impreſſion, or to breed extraordinary ſtirrings, and mo-/ 
tions in them, Let judgements blaſt,or mercics bleſle a king- 
 dome;let Gods Word find ſmooth and cven way, or rubs and 
oppolition ; let prophaneneſſ: be countenanced, or fincert 
cheriched, he takes nothought : ſo he may ſleepein a wine 
| $kin,and keep entire his worldly comforts, his thoughts CON» | 
| timuc heavy,dull and formall, He may conforme and conſort 
| with the times*in his outward geſtures, words and ations ; 
| but ordinarily his thoughts admit no change, ſave only,ſo far 
as his private temporall felicity is endangered by publike 
judgements,or enlarged by ſhowres of mercics and bleſlings 
from Heaven,I cannotenlarge this point at this time: only I | 
will give one inſtance 1n their difterenceof thoughts upon the \ 
Sabbath day. 
The Sabbath day is, as it were, the faire-day of the ſouls, 
L 2 wheres: 
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wherein it ſhould not only repaire and furniſh it ſelfe with! 
new ſpiritual ſtrength,with greater ſtore of knowledg, grace} 
and comfort:but alſc feaſt with its heavenly friends, the bleſs : 
| {cd Saints and ay, upon 'thoſe glor1ous joyes and happy} 
reſt, which never ſhall have cna, Every child of God theres 
| fore, which hath already areall intereſt in that cternall reſt] 
makes not only conſcience of doing bis owne Wayes, ſeeking hu 
Iſa. 38,19. | owne Will, feaking 4 vaine Word on that day : but alſo in Fad 
| good meaſure makes it the very aeclighr of his heart, the love 
| and comfort of his inward thoughts, ſo that he may conſe+ 
crate it as glorious to the Lord, Hedoth not only give quigt 
and ceſſation to his tody from worldly bulincfſe, and workes' 
| of his calling ; but alſo empties his head, and disburdens his 
theughts of all carthly cares,that ſo they may wholly and ene 
tirely intend the holy motions of Gods Spirit, and ſpend 
themſelves in gouly and extraordinary mcditations, fitting 
the fc (t day of the foule, and the Lords holy day. This w 
the delire, longing and endeavour of his heart, thus to ſans 
fic the Sabbath ; and if at any time he be turned awry from} 
this uprightneſle by company, or his own corruptions, he is 
after much grieved and vext with it ; repents and praycs for 

more zcale, conſcience, and care for the time to come. B 
{the formall hypocrite, howſoeyer he may on that day fore 
 beare and alſtam from his ordinary ſins, labours, ſorts, and 
idleneſſc;how tocycr he may outwardly exerciſe and execute 
/ all duties and ſervices of Religion ; though indeed more of! 
| cuſtome and for faſhion, than with hearty and true ders 
| tion: Nay,he may have other thoughts of that day, but ons 
ly ſo farre as the bare folemnity of the time, and the great 
Preſence can alter thein : yet 1 dare boldly ſay it, no Pom 
hypozrite, no kind of unregenerate man can joJikly make 
the Sabbath his ac{/phr,as is required,111.5 8.143, And which 
is preſuppoled to make us capable of the bleilings following 
im the ſame place- T hen ſhalt thou aclipht tn the Lord, and [ wil 
make thee to mon; upon the high places of rhe earth, and feed thee 
With the heritage of [cob thy father : for the month of the Lord 
hath ffoken it, He cannot for his life ſcqueſter lus thoughts 
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at all, notevenon that day from wworldlineſſe and earthly 
pleaſures, to divine and ſacred meditations. Doe what he 
can, he cannot beate and keepe them off from worldly Ob- | 
' je ts;they will not leave their former haunts,or be reſtrained 
trom plotting or pleaſing themſclves with week-day buſi- 
neſles. 
Lord, it is ſtrange that the ſoul of a man, fo nobly furni= | 
| ſhed with powers of higheſt conteinplation : being fo | 
(ſtrongly and ſenſibly poſſeit with conlciouſneſſe and con- 
| ceit of its own immortality ; and having the re{tleſſe and un- 
 {atisfied deſires of its wid? capackty' never fild but with the 
Mazzſty of God hicmſ:If, and. the glory of an immortal 
| Crowne, ſhould be ſuch a ſtranger to Heaven, the place of ts 
birth and everlaſting abode; that upon that day, wheron 
(as upon th2 golden ſpot and Pearle of the week) the Lord | 
hath ſtamped his. own ſacred Scale of inſtitution, and fo- 
| lemn conſecration for his own particilat ſervice, and ſpe- 
ciall honour ; yet, I ſay, upon that day it cannot ſettle and 
continue its own thoughts and motions upon thoſe unmixed 
pe bleed joyes, and the way unto them; without which | 
it ſhall be cverlaſtingly. miſerable, an1 burn hereafter in 
that fiery lake, whoſe ames are f:d with infinite rivers of 
brimſtonc, and the cndleſſ: wrath of God for ever and c- | 
{ver! 
Now I pray you tell me, when we ſhalt haye raigned 
hereafter many millions of years in heaven, what thoughts 
will remain of this little inch of time upon carth ? When.we 
have pafled thorow a piece of cternity, where will appeare 
the minute of this miſerable life ; and yet our thoughts and 
aff:Rions are ſo glacd unto the world, as though eternity 
were upon carth,and time only in heaven?You are men Capa- 
| ble of worthieſt and higheſt clevations of fpirit, 1 beſeech 
you, reſume this meditation at your leiſure ; me thinks it 
ſhould be able to breed thoughts of a farre more noble and 
heavenly temper, than ordinarily ariſe and are nouriſhed in 


the hearts of mey. TOY 
But to follow my purpoſe : Certain it is, not the beſtun- 
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on of the Sabbath ; it is not a Jubile to their hearts, and the 


| minds Itay long ina feeling meditation upon ſpirituall a& 
fairs, upon the examinationof their former life, the Kate of 

| the other world, the ſleights and tentations of Satan,the da 
of death, the tribunall of Heaven,and ſuch like, For though 

the beſt of them may have a perſwaſion of their being in % 


it is wrongly and falſly grounded, it cannot abide the fearch 


to be alone, They may pleaſe themſelves well enough in fo- 
litarineſſe, upon ſome private buſineſſe ; for the more pro- 
found plotting and contriving worldly matters; for a more 
free,but filthy excrciſc of the adulteries of the heart, and con- 
templative fornication ; to feed upon dull and fruitleſſe me- 


| lancholy ; to let their thoughts wildly range, and runne riot 


intoa world of imaginations; todive into the myſteries of 
; nature,or depths of State : but to be alone only for this pur- 
poſe,that the mind may more fully and immediately work 
' upon the ſpirituall ſtate of the ſout, and impartially enquire 
| into the conſcience; they cannot,they will not endure it;and 
 therfore commonly caſt themfelves into one knot of good- 
fellowſhip or other, that they may merrily paſſe away the 
time;for an koure of which(the time of grace being once cx» 


able to purchaſe it again, 
But Gods children, when they are alone, have inward 
comfort and heavenly matter enough to work upon - a plez- 
ſing conteatment and ſatisfaction, ariſing from an humble 
and ſobcr remembrance of a well frent life, doth infinite- 
y more refreſh them, then all the revcllings and pleaſant 
evices of merry companions : nay, many times in their. 
{caſonable ſolitarineſe, divine graces are more operative 
and ſtirring, and raiſe inflamed motions of deliznt and 


Joy. 


- 


joy of their thoughts : for they cannot abide to have their, 


Now in athird place, we arc to conſider that the child of| 


regenerate men can endure an entire and exat ſanificati- 


ſtatcof grace, as I havelargely proved heretofore; yet ſith} 


| and touch-ſtone: Hence it is,that of all things they love not | 


| 1695 pa would give ten thouſand worlds, yet ſhall never | 
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God is yet further very much differenced from heel 
Hypocrite, by his skill and dexterity in ruling; by his 
holy wiſdome, and godly jcalouſic in watching over his 


thoughts, , : 
T he heart in which Gods Spirit is not reſident with ſpeci- 


all grace and ſinAifying power (howſoever the words may 
be E chad over, aL Wd ations reformed) Wo 
commonly ſtill n1ked and open, without ſpeciall guard or | 
fetled overnment. For the beſt naturall man is too impa- 
ticnt of reſtraint and ſeverity, over the power of imagina- 
tion and freedome of his thoughts ; they being oe EX= 
empted_and priviiedged from all humiaiie and created fo- | 
veraignty;and the unceſſantnsſſeof their wEthitigs aid per= 
petuall preſence in the mind, would make the abridgement 
of their liberty more ſenſible and diſtaſtefull, Tt may be out 
of the naturall grounds of civill honeſty, and. ſome generall 
| apprehenſion of the powers of the world to come; he may be 
ſo farre ſolicitous about his thoughts, that if any ſtart up of 
more foule and monſtrous ſhape, enticing hum to ſome 
roſe ard infamous ſinne, which would diſgrace him in the 
world, or breed extraordinary horrour in his Conſcience : 
he preſently ſets againſt it, diſclaimes, abandons, and expely 
it, He may be of experience and skill to: conquer and Sigey 
reſſe thoughts of heavineſſe, and melancholy ; although 
in this point he many times fearefully deecives himſelfe, 
taking the licky motions of Gods Spirit, enclining him to 
godly ſorrow for his finnes, to be melancholike thoughts, 
tending towards too much ſtritneſſe and unneceſ{ry dif- 
comfort : So grieving the good Spirit, and ſtoppin againſt 
himſclfe the very firſt and neceſſary paſſage to Lalvation, 
Thus the formall Hypocrite may favs ſometimes and in 
por __ miſ-cuided;andgenerall care and over-ſight of 
is thoughts : But becauſe thedepth of his deccitfull heart, 
and the many corruptions that are daily and hourely hatch- 
dinit, were neverript up and revealed unto him by the 
power and light of ſaving grace, he cannot hold that hand 


| overhis heart as he ought ; he doth not kcepe a ſolemne 
L 4 __ parti \ 


—_ 
—— ———_ =  —— —— 
CO C—  — — — _ — _—_ 


| particul 


anxicty and 

pu Fn 

| oally think upon his thoughts, Holding it the haſt aud leaſt} 
; of a thouſand cares, But every child of God certainly makes 
it has chicfeſt care, and one of lus greateſt Chriſtian toilcs,ts 
guard his hcart, and guide his thoughts, He follows in 
{ome good mcalurc (by his practice) that holy counſcll of 
| Salomon, Provg,2z. Abowe all Watch and ward, keepe thine} 
 keart, The word mw the Originall is borrowed from the as 
| faircs of warre. Let us imagine a city not only begirt witha 
! ſtrait and dangerous ficge of crucll and blood-thirſty ene- 
| mies, but alſo within infeſted with lurking Commorioners, | 
and Traitors to the State ; how much, do you think, would 
it ſtand that city upon, withall vigilant policy, toſtand up 
on its guard fer prevention of danger ? It is juſt fo with the 
heart ; not only Satan is cyer waiting opportunity,to throw: 


[ig his fiery dats, and ſcnſuall Objz&s from abroad, like 
falſe Simons to infinuate themiciyes ; but allo it feels ( to its 
much vexation) many rebellious tirrings within its own 
;Lowels. Thc tender conſcience of a truc Chriſtiag is very | 
| {enible of all this danger; and by his own experimental 
' and practicall knowledge, heis acquainted with the man 


: 


| 


breaches and defolations made in the foul, both by thelg 
| open encmies and ſecret Rebels; and therfore furmſheth hime 
| ſelf daily with mach holy wiſdome and watchfulloeſfe;with 
| cxpcrience and dezterity un this great {purituall aftiir of guate 
| ding and guiding lus heart. We may take a view of this his] 
| fanRtified and Chriftian wifdome in governing his thoughts, 
| 1 theſe toure POLnts:; EY | F7 | 
Ta a timely diſcovery and wife defeatment. of Satans 
ſtratagems and policies ; whether he deal e by faggeſtions 
raiſed from the occaſions, and advantages of his temper and 
| waturall conſtitution; of his temporall ſtatc;either happineſſ' 
or contempt of his infancy,or growth weakneſle or brength| 
in Chriſtianity ; of the condition of his calling, compaſs 
| P 
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{ thoughts,he tees not bus naturall reaſon upon 'them;for thence 


| thoughts, Thoughthea&be paſt, yet as often as the mind | 
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place where he lives, or thehke +; Or whether, ke, cane ade 
dreſk with his own more; teartul} immediate Ipraioes; 
which he ſometimes preſents mbis own likenede; Ay wheit 
he caſts mto the Chriſtians mind, Wſtruſts and doubts 4- 
tout the trath of Heaven, and ot divine and heavenly: auth 3 
concerning the certhinty and being of all; the Majeſty amd 
glory atove;far; fuch thoughts 2s theſe: ars Sometimes 'oite- 
red to the maſt ſandihed ſoul. 'Bernard cals/them," rerribilba 


de fide horribil a de divinutate, But marke here the carriage | conſrientia | 


of Gods child, he doth rot wraſtle with theſe hell-bred 


perlaps would follow inclinations to Acheitme, deſperate» 
nefſe un {innmg,and other fearfullcondfequents : but at the 've- 
ry fiſt approach, abandons and abominates them to the yery 
it of hell whence they came-zhe prayes, repents,and is bum 
led by them, andthence. ckatly ſees they are none; of hig; 
and fo in delpight of fuch dinliſh malice, walks on comfor- 
tably in the way to Heaven. If Satan fpeed not in this black 
ane ne r times AIR, mars £197 
ps py into his remembrancc,even things, 
Pot out of their duc tune, that he may: hinder hing of ſome 
greater good, Asat the preaching of the Word, he may caft 
into his mind unſcaſonably, godly meditations; that ſo! be 
may diſtract and deprive him of the bleflings of a profitable 
hearer : At the time of Prayer,he may fill lis head with holy 


inſtruRions, that ſo he may coolc his fervency, and _bertave | | 


him of the benefit of ſo blefied nexercife, With thele, and: x 
thouſand more ſuch likevexations in his thoughts, the child | 
of God is ſore troubled and mach cxcrcifed. | 

| Secondly ,another branch ct fpirituall wiſdome. in watch- 
ing oxerhus thoughts, is buied about choke fintullpleakves, 
winch: upon remembrance of : his former old -wiquities | 
__ re-infe&t theſoul. . Fora man may\tommir the fametit 
a tlioutand times, by renewing the pleaſures of it in his 
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runs over the paffages and circumſtances of the fame ſine, 
with the fame delight; fo often the foul is polluted with a 
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es 


new ſtainc,and laden with moreguiltineſſe, Wheras there-} 
fore the ſenſuall ſweetneſſe ofa mans beloved (ins, hath bes| 
fore his calling, got ſuch ftrong hold and haunt in his aff:&ij- 
ons,that it will be ſtill afterward with baits and alluremeats;| 
folliciting even the renewed heart, if not ro the iteration/af | 
the a, yetat leaſt to enjoy it in'thought:It doth very | 
mu behorerks Childof God,to be-wary and -watchtull-iq| 
this point. Ifheremit but a little of his heat of zeale againſt | 
ſinne and fervency of his tuſt love,or grow regardleſle of hig| 
thoughts, it will preſently gather power and opportunity | 
for re-entire. - Here then is the toyle and tryall of Chriſtian} 
wiſdome and watchfullneſl: orer the thoughts. 1f when the 
foule pleaſures of former ſins be repreſented unto'the mind, 
he hath cither learned to ſmoother them .t their hirlt ſtealing 
intothe heart, by oppoſingagainſt them a conlideration of | 
the many wounds, and much "waſte they have formerly 
made in his ſoulez/ Or elſe by. his ulnar and ftrength in| 
grace, be able to looke backe upon them withont delight, to | 
retaine them only for renewing repentance, and to diſiniſſe} 
| them with loathing and deteſtation: Full fivect is the com» 
fort, and great the happineſſe of that Chriſtian, who hath his | | 
corruptions ſo farre mortihed, and the remiſſion of his ſins |: 
ſo ſurelyſe:led unto him ; that the thoughts of his former 
| plealing (innes can neither tickle him with delight and new 
: deſirce,nor af1ght him with * horrour. For the one,O#(faith 
heres > blefied Awſtinin his Confeiſions) Whar faall I retwrne wore || 
| rot. 
judgment, | | hes Ged, that 1 cannow looke my ſinnes in the face, and| | 
nce dete+ | mor be afraid ? But here the wiſelt Chriſtian may be eatily | 
| plunged over head and cares into one of Satans moſt deceit} 
depths,cxcept he be very wary : For in the ſolitary mw- 
{ings upon his former linncs, tothis good end, that he may| 
utterly grow out of love with them, and further loath-theing| 
Satan is ever ready (for both his craft and malice are ends 
| lefſs) ſecretly to adde tinder tothe fire of his aff:Rion, ſo to] 
inflame him with freth love and liking of that ſnne,- which| 
at that time he molt labours, and hath eyer grcateſt. reaſon| 
toabhorre. And the tide of aff:Fions beinz once on foot || 
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A Diſcourſe of 1rue happineſſe. | 
towards an old pleaſing ſinzit is a great meaſure of grace muſt 
ſtop the torrent of rhem. In; watching therefore overeh 
thoughts,the brighteſt cye of ſpitituall wiſdome bath necd10 
intcud this point,to-defcry this depth. | :;: rt © E529 
Thirdly, another ſpeciall care the Child: of God hatt- an 
guarding the heart, is to baniſh and keepe out idlencſle,: vas 
nity of mind, melancholy, worldly ſorrow, inward 
exill defires, wandring Inſts, wiſhes withoat deliboration,' 
and ſuch like, He holds a waking and jcalous eye over thoſe 
many taits and lures, which {pring and ſprout eftfoones] 
from the Fountain and roots of originall corruption which' 
the ſtate of mortality never ſuffers to be utterly pn up, 


and drycd away inthis life : He knows full well, if theſe yone| 


——  —_— 


| powers of the ſoule, that its noblcſt operations become bru- 


| 


Cockatriccs be not cruſhed while they are in _— ; that 
is, it wandring and wicked thonghts be not filifled when 
they begin to ſtirre firſt in the mind, they will fuſt envenome| 
the underſtanding, the underſtanding the will, the will the 
aff:Rions,the afizR1ons once enraged, and having the-reines 
(like wild horſes) will carry a man headlong intoa worldof} 
wickedneſſe, Above all, he makes ſure ever to have in rea- 
dincfſe and at hand, preſervatives and counter-poyſons a- 
gainſt the baits of thoſe three grand empoyſoners, the luſt o 
the fleſb,the luſt of the eyes,and the pride of life, Thereare thelc 
maine obje&s, about which eſpecially atuall concupiſcence 
is ſinfully cxcrcifed, riches, pleaſures, honours : if heonce ket 
his thoughts claſpe about any oftheſe with immoderate de- 
ſireand delight, he is gone, For ſo riches will bring foorth] 
coyctouſnefſe, and covctouſneſſe begets uſury, oppreſſion, 
incloſure, buying and ſelling offices and dignities,grinding 
the faces of the poorc,and a thouſand moe miſchiefes: 1t de- 
Yourcs all naturall and honeſt aff:Fions, and turnesthem m- 
to carth ; it makes kindred, friends, acquaintance, contents 
ments,ſ{crviccable to its greedy humour: Nay,it makes a man} 
to condemne himſclfe body and ſoule for this tranſitory 
traſh, Pleaſures inflame luſt, and luſt ſo emaſculates all the 


tiſhit begets a wanton eye, a laſcivious care, obſcene ralke, 
filliyt' 
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| grecs, Now further, by often iteration of the at of finning! 


del layes and hatefall pitures, beſides ma- 
gol gong wo light in was >=; 


| the breeding ot lin : andother foure, Heb.3.about its growrh 
and perfeMion. Firſt,an idle (infull Frag: begins to draw, 


| faichfull heart, and thena mmn begins tof1y w thin himſelf, 


abominations, not to be COICeHs 
ved without mar ircon mach lei to bs named.- Honors 
breed ambition, and ambition bids the ſoale ſpeak unto \ 
man,in the lan eres mother ; aavy Fe, m5 inpes | 
yer: Be ſome body in the world while thou ſta A bs 
I lye 3n the flames of Hell enrrlaſtingly hereafter 
y then doth it concerne cyery true Chriſtian with je. 
loufie and trembling, nantowly to watch and obſerve the 
firſtand ferret motions of the heart ; leſt he ſhould nnavwares 
be wotully caught, and cnfnared in the blacke and acctirſed 
chaine : the tirſt linke of which, grows ot of natorall cor] 


ion, and the laſt reacheth the height of tinne, and depth 
ofbell We may ſcefourelinkesof it, Jams 1.14,15. about 


_ 


as it were, the heart alide from the preſence ard conliders 
tion of God Almighty, to a ſight and furviy vf the a | 
fares of finne. Secondly,it havinz,as it were, the heart by it 

\ ſelfe, puts on a bait z aflures and entiſs, holding : couſ 
rence and parley with the will, about the fivecrnsſs of ptene| | 
ſnrcs,riches, honours, 9lory, and ach like. T hirdly, the will 
accepts of chemorion, conf2nts, plots, and fore-cafts for ths 
accomplifhment, the off:&ions adde heat and ſtre ngth, the 
heart travels with miquity ; and fo at length by che kelpe a. 


opportumty, ſmne 1s broughtforth: Tf you loo'te 
Ongrmall m Saint [am7,you willeily gn 1ther wor dh des. 


with delight and cuſtome, the heart is hardened ; fo that nd}. 
| terrour of j jadgement, nor promiſzof 1inzrcy will enter, S# 
condly, it becomes an evill heart, and is wholly turned into 
finne, it drinks up imquity ike water, and feeds upon it, 
4a$ the Horſelcech on corrupt blood. ] hirdly, it growes an tt} 


( thereis noGol at Icalt 1n re{>ct of providence, and care 0 
| devia world, and <xecutio:15 of ju4gement upon ſinners#] 


he bids him depart from him ; and (ics to him, 7 d+/rener tht 


_— 
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ky owledge, 
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A Diſcanrſe of true happineſſe. | 
nowledge of thy Wayes ; Who ut the Almighty, that F foonld 
_ bs Ke ag or an © ſhould I have, if ] ſhonld pray nnto 
him ? } ourthly followes an utter falling away from God, 
grace, and all goodneſle, without all ſenſe, checke, or re- 
morſc of {inne, ſhame, and his moſt accurſcd ſtate ; and fo 
immediately from this height of ſinnc,/ into the fierceſt 
fmeand loweſt p1t of hell, For if the firſt degree deſerve c- 
teriiall death 3 what confuſion muſt befall this Babell? You 
ſee in what danger he is that gives way unto his fuſt ſinfull 
motions, 
Laſtly, a principall employment of holy wiſdome in 
| guarding the thoughts, is ſpent in giving a wiſe and humble 
entertainment unto the good motions of Ceds bleſſed Sp 
| Tit: and in furniſhing and ſupplying the mind with ſtore cf 
profitable and godly meditations, For as unregenetate men 
give commonly calic paſſage to plealing worldly thoughts ; 
| but ſuppreſle gracious ſtirrings and inclinations to godly ſor- 
row repentance and ſincerity;zas though they were tentations 
| topreciſcnes:ſo contrarily Gods child labours by all meanes 
to ſtop the way to the tirſt ſinfull fenſuall thoughts; tut 
alwaycs defircs with fpeciall humility and reverence, to ime 
brace all the motions of Gods Spirit, warranted and groun- 
ded in his Word : He dearely and highly eſtcemes them, 
cheriſheth and feedes them with fpirituall joy, and thanke- 
fulncfle of heart, with Trayer, Meditation,and Pratice. For | 
if a man begin once to be negleRive of: godly thotions, þb 
little and little he grieves the Sparit, at length he quencher 
it; atlaſthe1s in danger of defpiſing it; if not ty profel- 
ſion and directly, yet in his praRtice, and by an indire& op- 
poſition, 1nflandcring and perſecuting fpirituall graces 1n 
Gods children, Beſides this worthy care of entertaining 


and nouriſhing good motions, he 15 provident to gathlicr 
and treaſure up tore of good mattcr and heavenly buſincſſes, 
| for the continuall exerciſe ofhis mind : leſt that noble pow- 
er of his ſoule ſhould be taken up with trifles avd vani- 
ty feed uponearth; or weare and waſte it ſelfe with barren 
and lumpiſh melanckoly, He is much gricyed and yexed, 
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A Diſcourſe of true happineſſe. 
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if hefind at any time his heart carricd, away with. tranſitory 
ights, carnall. and unprotitable | ts ;. or -his mind | 


ingimperctinently, and gazing upoa the:painted and van: 
niſhing of the world: Eſbeeally 6 there is ſuch} 
plentiful and precious choyce of belt meditations, obviow|. 
tocvery Chriſtian, able to fill with cndlefſe conteritment: all Þ- 
the undcrſtandingsof men and Angelsfor ever. As. the ind} 
comprehenſible gloriouſacſſe of God, in the. infinite. beauty |: 
of his own. immediate Majeſty, and facred attributes; in}. 
his Word and works ; in his judgements and mercics; tn his | 
_ peg mars —_ _—_—_ c'of. _ Re-| 
emption, and all the comfortable and glorious |. 
| therof, The great myſtery of godlineſfſe, the rower I 
grace, trade of Chriſtianity, and courſe of fan&ification z{* 
matter of ſweeteſt contemplation. Concerning our ſelvesy|* 
there is tobe thought upon all the afftirs-of our calling, the 
particulars, perplexities, and cafes: of conſcicnce- incident 1 
untothem. Our preſent vileneſk, and fearfull infirmities h 


of 
F F 2 
4a 
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| the miſcrics andfrailty of this life : the trains of Satav, t 


| terrours of bell; that great Judgement evca athand. . In our}s” 
{pirituallſtate, how-to preſerve our fir/t+/9vr,..clcaperclaples; [4 
grow in grace, keepa good conſcience, come to: Heaveniſ®: 
And when the eye ofour underſtanding is dazled wie" i thafſe 
higher. conliJerations, or wearicd : with theſe inferiour ;. iv|*- 
might refreſh it ſelf with the ſpeculative fruition of many}. 
inviſible comforts ; withvaricty of heavenly things, concer«[}* 
ning the immortality of our ſoules, the large promilſes of}* 

everlaſting bleſſedneſſe, the glorious rifing again of our bo» 
dics,the joycs and reſt of Gods Saints above ; and that which}®” 
is the crown and concluſion of all, our own moſt certain{”. 
bliſſcfull ſtate of happineſſeand ctcraity in the ſecond world.” 
If men had grace and comfort to enlarge their hearts to: ſuchJ®” 
| meditations as theſe;what roome would there be for carthly{** 


mindedneſſe, vanities and impertinencies ; much leſſe for} 
ud, ambitious, covetous, luſtfall, envious, and revengfuli® 


thoughts ? ; EE. 
Thus far of the care & conſcience of the truce Chriſtian, in 


—— 
— 


_—_ — 
watching over and g guiding his choughts; whichis « 

d ference SN all ſtates ere Or, 
regeneratc only keep the laſt Commandement ; which ro@- 
hes the inward motions of the heart, 

Now laſtly,in a fourthplace,and ina word ; Gods child is 
diſtinguithed fiom the formall inreſpeRt of the 
ſuc of tis thonghts, 

The moſt comfortable and ſanQified ſoule, is never in 
ſuch perpetuall fercnity,but that it is ſometimes, - as it were, 
overclouded with i of heeinndly and inwardly- difl- 
quicted with its own motions, or the wggeſtions of Satan, 
While this fleſh is upen it, it ſhall be forrowfull ; and while 
it is in this vale of tcarcs, it maſt mourne. There is nov an 
heart ſoſweetly and reſfolvedly i of for Heaven; bar 
is cas diſſetled wal ay rf nn, 
that c , a3 appear mand 2 3 
When folly sf rn hen men wet 

W cience,: or in arc whe nooner: 
rooms, dominecre inthe I and 'imperjoaſly infalt o- 
rer ſincerity, when the wicked proſper, and ſpread: them- 


ſelves in freſh pleaſures and honours like green 
when thoſe have- their cycs eranan, Form "or faeſ 


more then heart-can. alas amber ar, eng 
arc 23S a chaine, and who are covered arg 
and cruelty, as with a garment. But here inch ke diffe- 
rence : Diſcontentfull difcourſes in the mind of the: forinall 
hypocrite, cither break out into deſperate: concluſions, - and 
| fearfull horrour, although this'be! but ſeldome: (for com- 
monly this kind of CN ———_— livesflouriſhi 9 and 
dycs Rirly inthe cyc ofthe —_ cxrnatny 

verable deſpaire in this life, dot beflll either: Wy 
| netorious{1nner, the mecrecivill honeſt man; of: cſperially | 

the groſle bypocrite;' therefore 1 wotld rather: fay; that-in 

him ſach diſcontentfill debatements,: are: mas <p 
by ſome oppolite conceit of ſtronger worldly oft'; a» 
bandoned by entertainment of outward 'mirth; diverted: 


iy company, RONEN and. joyfull- accidents; compoſed | 
ky : by. 


—_—_ 
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"4h ry mas TS of the 62.and 73,Plalmes, and % 


"<A Diſcourſe of true happineſſe. 


worldly wiſdome, or the like, But heavy hearted 

ts in Gods childe, though for a while (not utterly} 
without ſorq> aſperſion of diſtruſt) fretting and diſcontenty 
yet commonly at length being mingled with faith, and mi 
naged with ſpirituall wiſdome ; of the grace of God, break} 
out into fairer lightenings of comfo 6 


——S_ 


rt, greater heat of zcale} 


more hvely exerciſeof Faith, gracious ſpseches, and many} 
bleſſed reſolutions. I will but only give one inftance, and} 


thatin David, a mari'of lingular experience in ſpirituall af 


faires, : 
ſhall find David to have been in a heavy dumpe, and for} 
confli& in his own heart with ſtrong teatations unto imp} 
tiency. Herecounts the iſle of the diſpute with himlelfe, in} 
the beginnings of theſe Plalmes. Yer, faith he in the 73.for'M} 
this God #5 good wnto 1/racl:even to the pure in heart, In the 68 
Yer, let divels and men rage and combine, yer my ſonle kerpeth| 
filence unto God,of him comm:th my ſalvation, cc, His 'rmaty| 
wrongs, vexations and indignities,tozether with the impl8} 


Cable malice, and impotent inſultations of his advyerf: 


had no doubt a little before much runne in his mind. Let'w} 
conceive ſuch as theſe to have bin his thoughts; and that thu} 
or in the like manner, he communed and conferred with 
Royall felfe : "ul 

Lord,thinks he with himſelfe ; I have with loweſt hum$| 
lity and uprightneffe of heart reſigned mine own ſoule ; nl} 


I have vowed and reſolved that my Crowne and Scep| 


ter, my Court and whole Kingdome, ſhall for ever be {$4 
| viceable to my gracious God, and that great Majeſty aboWf: 


My mind is never truly pleaſed and joyfull; but when iti] 
gazing and meditating upon the excellent beauty of mh: 

lorious Being; upon his bottomleſſe goodneſſe and imai} 
Cirable greatneſſe.His Word and ſacred Lawes ar better af 
dearer unto me, then thouſands of gold and ſilver.” Wh 


Saints upon earth arc only my ſolace, and their fit -erit 
the delight of mine heart. For mine innocency from thai 
imputations which arc charged upo me, I dare appcale W 
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EE _ — 
to the ſtricteſt Tribunall of heaveri, Why then, how cms 
it to paſſe, that I am become a ſpe: cof diſgrace and Sor) 
tempt, to heavenand carth,to men and Angels, toGods peo» | 
ple,and that which grieves me more, to Gath awd A ? 
Saxl, for all the ſervice Taye done tohim,and:toithe rate, | 
hunts meup and. downe like -aPartridge-inthe imountaines, 
Dogged Doeg, hee hath informed againſt '« Fbimelech for 
relicving me; and ſocauſed the ſacred blood of foureſeore 
and five Prieſts to be ſ2ilt as water upon the ground. -Malice 
and fury drive mc intothe- wildernefſe (tor Lyons and Ty- 
gers are more mercifull, then madded and enraged-propha- 
nefl:,) but there the barbarous Ziphims have ng 6. mee 
to the King ; I am railed upon, not onely:by baſe and 
worthlefſe companions, by fellowes of proſtituted contcis | 
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ence and rave ron weretoll — butevenDrin- 
ceS,and thoſe that {tt in the gare: c againit:me. [Not one» 

ly drunkards make ſongs and —_ ren! 

' men, with authority and im 


e -carry-int 
| my diſtreſſed and forſaken innocency. Nay, and thatwhich 
' is the complement of miſery and di zmincownefa- 
 miliars, with whom T have many times{weetely. and 1; 
conſulted, they have alſo arceived me, as a brooke ; and as 
riſong of the rivers,they are paſſed . But marke now the 
iffue of this conflict, and inward diſpute witwhimfſclfe. Had 
a notoriousſinner beene in theſe ſtraits, perhaps che wobhld 
have burſt out into deſperate concluſions and farions at» 
tempts. Had a Papiſt beenc heere, he would tly have 
had recourſe unto the Jeſaites, fellowes which are by Udefins-" 
| tion rehned and ſublimated Friers, compoſed-all of fire, 
blood and gun-powder; iufpired by thepowers of darkneſſe, 
witha tranſcendent AR truth;ſ\worne (olemne- | 
ly inthe blackeft confittory of Hell to thedeathof Kings;de» 
folation of States, combaſtion-of -rhe* whole Chriſti 
pee hve ae erent protein 
; preſently have add ome and prodipions'vi | 
' | withaknife, poyſon or gu-powder'to havokilledrhe King; 
and fo have blowne up Sax/ and 'all/hisConrt. Hadafor- 
5 m 
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| A Diſcourſe of true happineſſe. 
-mall hypecrite beenc in this caſe, ſeeing theſe croſſes and mi 
ſeries befall him 3 he perhaps would have preſcntly recoyeF 
led from theſe courſes of oppoſition, though in a good 
cauſe; cloſed with ſome great man .in the Court, and call 
himſcife into the current of the time. But marke Dani} 
carriage inthis point: his noble heart, like a glorious Sunn} 
breakes thorow theſe clouds, and ftormes of inward trow} 
bles, theſe ſtrong tentations to impatiency and diſcontentyÞ 
heputs on more ſtrength of faith and patience, and ſhingF/ 
brighter inall ſpirituall graces ; mee thinkes he reacheth the 
very Mcridian of all Chriſtian comfort and high reſolutions 
For as you may ſec in the forecited 6 2. P/a/me : He doth netÞ 
onely fortific his owne heart with unconquerable conf 
dence in Gods proteRtion; but alſo with an boly triuamphiy 
inſults over the inſolencics of his adyerſ ries, and already} 
waſheth his princely feete in the blood of the wicked, He tals 
them, they ſhall be ſlaine every mothers ſonne of them, and 
that,in fearcfull and horrible manner: As if a man ſhould 
come upon the backe of a rotten and tottering wall, and} 
with great ſtrength and fury puſh it downe : even ſo, when 
they were moſt ſwelled with pride and prophaneneſle, the 
wrath and yengeance of God, ſhould like a fierce tempeif 
2nd whirlc-wind, ſcazc ſaddenly upon them, and hurle thei 
out of their place. FP: 
Now inthe fourth place I am to tcll yon, that the Word 
of God is not ſeated with a fanifying ſoveraignty, | 
nity planted by its ſaving power in the aff:&ions of thi 
formall hypocrite, which is the bearcr reſembled unto thi 
_ _— F* 7 
That nobleſt and higheſt power, the underſtanding patt 
of the foulc,as it is immatceriall, and more abſtracted ; ſoit 
' operations and ſtirrings are more imminent and invilibli 
adtcd with lefſe noiſe and notice ; and therefore by: conſ 
quent affoord markces of diſtintion (inthe point I-proſecute 
not fully fo ſenſible to our felves, or cafily obvious and 48 
cernable to. the Chriſtians eye, (for unrcgenerate men a 
-mecre ſtrangers to ſuch difcretions and. acknowledg 
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| ments) as our alfcAions, and. aftions. nd 1 ia | 

Our allo in their ENrRcE, Ine GPA | e | 
much mingled with matter and materiall objedts, and origt» | 
nally actuated with life and motion, from the heate and agi- 
| tations of the heart, are naturally more ative and ſtirring, 
| and ordinarily repreſent more feeling and viſible impreſſions, 
both toour owne ſenſe, and obſervation of others. Marke 
therefore] pray you with reverence and conſcience the dif- 
ferencing markes betweene the power of ſanCtification, and. 
formall profeſſhon which ſpring thence. | ; 

Some good ?ff:Rions cven in relation to ſpirituall 
things, and theafflires of heaven, are incident unto, and may 
be found in the ſtate of formall bypocriſic ; > waar; 4 
times doe not onely dazle and deceive the eyes of the wor | 
obſcrvation; but alſo ſtrengthen and encourage afalſe con- 
ccit Þ : =p eſtate tonnes God Arc a good (hong 
| groundleſſe) opinion about the hig important point 
| a Mans OWNe TS But being onely but the fleQs and 
 excellencics of a more ingenuous and well bred diſpoſition, 
 orat beſt, the iſſues and weaker produdtions of a temporarie 
 faith,they are not ſo deeply implanted in the heart, with that 
univerſality, ſincerity, and rootedneſſe; which Gods fan- 
| ogy has Spirit is. wont to worke .upon thoſe ſoules wherein 
it dwels. Neither are they ſcaſoned and enlyved with that 
PO vigour of faving grace, which ſhould guide and con- 

ud their maine current, andreſolved with cheere- 
fullncſſe and true-heartedneſſe, to the advancement of Gods 
glory, the enlargement of Chriſts Kingdome, the refreſh- 
ment and ſupport of zeale and forwardneſſe; which are 
wan cly in diſgrace and diſcountenance with the world at 
8 6 ay, | | 

They are ſuch as theſe : | 

Reverence, and a reſpe&tull obſervation of Go Þ s$ 

meſſengers, Of which there be two ſorts : x. Some arelike| 
| thoſe falſe Prophets, Ezech.13. there you ſhall have their 
| Charaer : who out of their owne divinity and lying! 
Viſions, cry peace peace unto the conſciences of Eh. 
M 2 men, \ 


j -w 


a - > ——_ a w_— a... 


men, when therc is no- peace- towards, but vengeance an 
Horroar is their naturall portion; apply lenitics and+ edre 
dials to the ranking and feſtered fores of carnall hearty 
whereas, by the holy rates-of that great Art of faving foulegF 
theeurerather requires Corrafives and Cauterizations ;" fob 
want of Confctence or courage, appland and - re the 
great Ones of the world, inthe unblefied ſimſhine of their} 
outward glory, and unfandtified greatnefſ>; whercas ſnares} 
fireand brimſtone, and ſtormy tempeſt is ready to be rained} 
upon their heads, and upon the hairy ſcalpe of every 010 
which gocs on in his finnes. Who, in ſtead of ſtriking home 
unto the heart of 1/8 mn pmwant with 2 powerfull and parti=Þ 
cular application of that two cdged fiword, tow pillowes une 
der mens clbowes, with the unpiercing ſmoothneſs of theitÞ 
| genetall heartlefſe diſcourſes ; againſt the current of diving 
trath, and concurrent experience of all that ever went to 
heaven, enlarge the ſtraighter gatc,and ſtrow the way to life 
with Violets and Rofes, delicacies and: pleaſures ; feed many* 
| hollow hearts with falſe hopes, fill the cares of fooles with 
ſpirituall flatteries ; and many times fearcfully flouriſh over: 
with their untempered morter of all mercy,the crying fitines} 
of the time, and plauſible crueltics of great men, Laſtly, whoÞ 
mixing with their heavenly meſfages, the prophane parriallF 
[oo -noor oricba beige owne angry ws 50 and their particusÞ 
lir tii{tonceits of the waics of God, make fad the hearts, of 
| the righteous and ſincere Profeſſors, whom the Lo:d hat 
| not made ſtd ; by a proud intrufion into the Throne of GotÞ 
cenfure their hearts ; and many times audaciouſly proclaim 
thoſe to be hypocrites, hard-hearred, too preciſe, or the like 
whom the Majeſty, and mercifull Tribmmill of God, the 
Word of life and truth, their owne conſciences, and the mye| 
tuall acknowledgements, of difcerning Chriſtians acauitÞ 
and joſtifie : but towards the wicked and Good-fellowes, a 
they call them, they doe not onely put off ſuch paſfiens, and 
op re ; bur for tlicir{ike and ſecurity, they event 
| rethe ſword of the Spirit of irs ed2e, ſinne of irs ſting 


the Law of its curk, that dreadfull day of terror, hell of dam 
nation 
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tion, and God of his Juſtice : by wt; gy, 
Jo ro a Crowne of hfe to carnall. livers. 


4n their carnall cotaprchenſfions, they hold high 


| glory of this life wich much unneceſfary ftriftneſſe and a- 


 bridgement, 


— 


P 5 wi 
then (ſaith the Prophet) the hands of the Wicked, that 

Vid ary 6 returne from his Wicked ey, #3 proming bin 
life, For want of experimentall skillin the myſteries otfin- 
cerity(out of a fretting indignation gun the faithfullneſſe 
of thcir wy Minton, ny a ga or 
flattering ſuggeſtion of ſome lying Spir1 many times 
ſpeake - C and plcaſing things SE hearts; which 
are ſo farre from being enkindled with kindly zcale, and 
the fireof the flame of God, that they lie drowned in ſeas 
of gall and bitterneſſe againſt grace, and godly men. Far 
you muſt know, that the common conceit of theſe men is, 
that civill honeſt men are in the ſtate of grace, and tormall 
profeſſors very forward, and without exception : but truc 
Chriſtians indeed, are Puritancs, Irregularilts, exorbitants, 


tranſcendents to that ordi «ch of formall picty, which 
nary Þ 1 qd rho 


heaven, They cither conceit them hypocrit: the 
only Obge&s for the excreiſe of their min paajbys pan 
the terrours of God ;_ or elſe though the Lord may at lalt par- 
don perhaps their ſingularities,, and exceſſes of zcale; yet in 
the meane time they diſ-ſweeren, and vexe the comforts and 


Now of all others, ſuch prophets as theſe c{pecially, are 
the onely men with the formall hypocrite ; exactly fitted, 
and ſutable to his humour, For howſoever they may ſome- 
times declaime boyſtcrouſly againſt groſſe and viſible abho- 
minations, and that.is well; yet they are no ſearchers into, 


| ther» ſecretly and filently encourage him, to (it faſter u 


or cenſarers of theſtats of formality : and therefore doe ra» 


that ſandy foundation, then helpe to draw him forwardto 
more forwardnes, and the falvation of Chriſtianity. Though4 


they may beableto fit, and furniſh his care and underſtan- 
ding with the 2f:Red excellencies of choiſeſt inventions;: 


yet they want power, or will, orconſcicnce, or reſolution, | 
M 3 OT 
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or ſomething, to divide betweene the ſoule and the fpirigf 
the j and the marrew,and therefore their viſjons to him 
are viſions of peace ; heblefſes himfelfe in his heart,and hopes} 
to be ved as wells the preciſeſt, | EE 
Hence it is, that the current of his beſt pleaſed :f:Rion} 
runne that way,and he heartily loves the mmiſtery of theſe} 
men, becauſe 1t heales the wounds of his Conſcience, ifany} 
be, with ſweete words ; ſuff:rs him to walke on merrily,andÞ 
feareleſly towards the plagues of hell, and is content he be}? 
damned without any contradiction, Neither doth he onelyF 
entertaine into his owne thoughts, this powerleſſe, ſpeculasſ 
tive, men-pleafing preaching, with {peciall acceptationandÞ 
reverence : but alſo openly applauds 1t in his proteſtationgÞ 
and ordinary cenſures, with extraordinary attributions and} 
admiration, Eſpecially if it be guilded over,and ſet out with} 
gallantneſſe of ation, pompe of words, exquilitcneſſe of} 
hraſc, elaborateneſſe of ſtile, ambition of quotations, wits] 
Kul dunuriancics of Poprh Poſtillers ; with affected oftenta» 
tions of pregnancy of wit, variety of reading, skill in}: 
tongues, profoundneſk of conceit, happinefle of memory] 
rareneſſc of invention, and ſuch other humane artificiall acs| 
ceſſions. An inviſible, un-ambitious, and conſcionableule}. 
and exerciſe of which helps (ſofarre as they may be fana#| 
fiedly behoofctull, and ſeaſonably contributary to that}: 
eateſt and noblcſt buſineſſe under the Sunne, the worke of] 
So Miniſtery, with beſt exacnefle can ——/ be had) I} 
God: for I would] 
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require,and reverence inthe meflengers 0 

have the worke of the Lord, honoured with all ſufticiencie}] 

attaincable by the wit and art of man, or grace of God ; {| 

that ma facrificed and ſubordinate to his glory ; ſandtis[* 
k | 


fied to the ſoule of the owner, and falvation of thoſe that} 
heare him: and not in 2a baſeand mercenary manner, with al 
boiſterous viſible pompe, cnthrald and made ſerviceable wh 
that, the now raigning fearefull foule-niurthering ſinne off 
felfe-preaching. 1 
| But ſoundthe depth and diſpoſition, aske the ſenſe and 
reſolution of the Chriſtians heart in the preſent point, anlf 


+ 
*:3 it t: 


- _ a _ —  ___—_ — — —w—_—_— — — 


Poe » c = l —_— R 
. =o Py p : iy oe G »*— P », "£; on  * aJ : peo 4 4 : N - ; 
*/ - F « p nk Da SET. > MS. oO 2 0” J 4 
\ a £ . 
7 ems "IT 


CE On a men en 

| t pirit, w f 
or ſpeciall, whereſoere we finde them; and hold it a part | 
of religious ingenuity, to honour commendable parts in 
whomſoever : yet fixedly [ "I; to the experience 


and conſcience of Gods children) it feeles and acknow- 
ledges it ſelfe more ſoundly comforted, and truely Chriſti- 
anized, that I = ſo ſpeake, by one Sermon woven and 
wrought out of a feeling ſoule by the ſtrength of meditati« 
on * Sirieually {chooled in the experimentallpaſſages of the 
waics of God, ſecrets of ſantification, and methods of Sa- 
tan; ſupparted and ſinewed by the true, naturall, and necef- 
fary ſenſe of the Word of life ; managed with the powerfull 
incomparable cloquence of Scripture ; and enforced with 
the evidence and power of the Spirit ; then witha world of 
generall, common-place, declamatoric diſcourſes; workes 
onely of memory and reading; not compoſitions, as is com- 
| monly conccived, of truc and judicious learning ; ſpent mas« 
[ny times unprofitably in the generalitics, and impertinen- 
| 


cics of ſpeculative Divinity, without that Orhotomic, and 
particular infinuation into the hearts and conſciences of 
| men; hunting afteran accurſed commendation, with ſelfe- 
' plealing conceits, in the weariſome mazes of an unſanQi- 
\ fied wit; the h they ſhould be ſtuffed with the flower and 
| quinteſſence of all the Arts, humanities, Philoſophics; and 
conveicd unto the care with the Scraphicall tongue of the 
higheſt, and moſt glorious ll is heaven, an 
five, taſtcfull, and holdfaſt, is the ſpiritually ſoulc 
| that kindly foode of immortality. So dearcly it pre- 
ferre one ſoule-ſcarching period of a conſcionable Sermon, 
| before the glor:0.s carc-pleaſing pompe of all humane clo- 
' QUENCE. 
| Some other meſſengers God hath, of a more noble Th | 
' ture,and ſan&iked temper; who with faithfullneſſe,and con- 
ſcience, with more holy and heroicall reſolutions, by the 
| power of mortifying grace, even againſt the na cur- 
|rent of their originall pride, ſccke the glory of him that ſent 
M 4 them,| 
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| ſoulcs, with their ſeverall acquiſitions, and endowments, to 


| lonſic over their owne infirmities, and deceitfall hearts ; 
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them, and'not their owne ; which is the trucſt markeof a 
truc Miniſter, 2s we have received'it from the gracious lips] 
of the Lord Jcſus himſelfe, 7oh.7.18. who heartily conſe. 
crate and addrefſe with much zcalctull devotion, and are. 
ſolved utmoſt, all the powers, and poſtibilities of thew' 


that aa 99 trade of ſaving mens ſoules, and ſetting them. 
forward in the way of life, as to their proper and principall 
aime and objet, Who not without a continuall godly jza- 


n.y,many times, with much feare, and trembling under the | 
dicadfull importancy of their miniſteriall charge, labour | 
might and maine, to preſerve themſelves pure, fo farre as it 
is poſſible, from the blood of all men, by keeping nothing 
backe, but ſhewing them all the counſcll of God, which «s 
revealed unto them for their good ; who by the grace of 
God, dare (if necd be) tell even two kings unto their faces, 
and all their Courtiers, with foure hundred falſe prophets; 
that they arc all fearctully and foully tranſported, and delu- 
ded with alying ſpirit ; and tha their royaltics, greatneſſe 
and high roomes ſhall never be able to priviledge, or pro- 
tet them from the wrath of God, if they be enemies to his 
waics; that confuſion and vengeance will be the certaine | 
concluſion of all their impertous and boyſterons braveries, 
[if they will nceds diſgrace and perſecute his faithfll CM 
| chaias, In aword,who Leing ſenſible of the preciouſnefſe 
and mzj; ſty of Gods facred truth, the matter of their me{- 
age, and of the horrible guilt of {pirituall bloodſhed, if they 
ft:ould be negligent, or Non-refident ; gird their ſwords up» 
on their thigh$ride on becauſe of the Word of truth, and 
quit themfclves like the men of Cod ; and-who having their 
rongucs touched with a coale from the Altar, and hearts 
taught experimentally in the great myſtery of Grace, deli- | 
ver tficir cmbaities from that higheſt Majity, with autho- 
rity and power ; and not 's the Scribes and formall Doors. 
Foryou mult conceive, that befides more generall miniſte- | 
riall ſathciencics, there is a kinde of holy art, and particular | 


"heavenly 
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A Diſceurſe of tyue happine(ſe. 
| Leavenly wiſcdome of winding amans ſclte, witha prafti» 
call inſinuation, into the conſciences of men;; of w 
' remorſe, and meditations of returne, upon miſ-led and ſen» 
 ſaall foules,by a ſeafoneble application of the Law ; of faire» 
| ly wooing, and winning by little and: little dif Ge&ted, 
| paſsions, unto the love and pleaſures of Cods waics ; of 
drawing bruſcd hearts and troubled fpirits, with a compaſ- 
 fionate Bond and fecling heart, unto the Well of life ; of erai- 
' ning up babes in Chriſt, in the negleed and unbeaten paths 
' of Chriſtianity, with ſpirituall inſtru&ions, preditions, and 
' caveats, for prevention and ſafety againſt Satans dan 
| jnfidiations of ſecurity or horrour, formality or cxorbi- 
' tancies of zeale,&c. Vnto which,ifthe man of God doe not 
| addrefſe his heart withuprightneſſe, prayer, and reſolution ; | 
ke ſhall never beable to purchaſe that comfort unto his.| 
owne ſoule, happinelle, or inexcuſitleneſſc to his auditory, 
and that meaſure of glvry unto his great Maſter in heaven ; ' 
which one imployed in his moſt immediate and deareſt ſer- | 
vice, being the higheſt advancement that mortall creatures 
| upon earth can bc raiſed unto, ſhould, and is bound to des | 
re, Admita Phyſician tobe an an abſolute Ariſtotelian ,Gal- | 
leniſt, Anatomilt, Herbaliſt, excellent in all ſpeculative ac- 
| compliſhments of his Art ; yet except he be furniſhed with 
| a farther dexterity, and inablcd to take ſpeciall notice of a 
{ mans conſtitution, the peccant humour, fro of nature, 
| growth of the diſeaſe, and other particular and perſonall cir- | 
| cuzaſtances, ordinarily obſeryable in all ſacceſſefull cures ; | 
and thercafter proportion and apply his preſcriptions; well 
| may he goe for a learned man, but with wiſe men he ſhall 
| never winne the reputation of a good Phyſician, Give mea 
| iniſter, admirable for the profoundneſſe and variety of as:; 
; much knowled3e as you will ; let him be as 1t were a greedy 
\ Incloſer, an irfatiable Monopoliſt of all kinde of learnings, | 
both ancient and moderne, afobeive textual], controverle, | 
Caſe-divinity, with all other ſpeculations of that holy Art; | 
et, except he be further ſantified with anexperimentall | 
might into the great myſtery of Godlinefſe, and into the | 
| particu= _ 
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particularities of that heavenly Science of ſaving ſoules; | 
which (me thinkes) is the addition of a more ſpeciall ſupe- 
riour vigour, that.actuating the generalities and contem- 
plations of Divinity, gives life and ſoule unto our mi- 
niſteriall funAion ; except he d:ſire with conſcience to 
divide the Word of truth aright, and zealouſly endea- 
your to apply. himſclfe powerfully to the various exi» 
gents of mens ſpirituall ſtates ; well may he carry a- 
way the credit of a great Scholler, and famous Preacher, 
with the greater part : but I doe not ſee, how he ſhall ever 
beable to purchaſe in the hearts and confciences of diſcer- 
ning Chriſtians, the honour and reverence of a good Pa- 
(tour, Amonglt the reſt, one reaton, why 1n this glorious 
Noone-tide of peace and profeision, we have ſo many Prea- 
chers, and little planting of grace, is, becauſe we have lo tew | 
truly skiltull, and well ſchooled in the ſecret paſſages, and 
praiſe of that high and ſupernaturall Art of ſoul-faving. Be- 
cauſe the Word is not handled with that conſcience, feeling, |. 
and affe&ion;but formally ,and Fricr-like:for ſclf:-praiſe, and 
private ends. 

Now the ordinary conccit, which unregenerate men 
generally cntertaine of this ſecond fort of Gods Meſſens| 
gers, is, the very ſame which was habituatcd in the heart of 
eAhab againſt Elias and Hichaiah; of thoſe prophane: 
Frinces, againſt leremy ; of Amaziah againſt Ams; of 
T ertwllws againſt Pax: that they are Troublers of Iſrael, 
Preachers of terrour, Tranſgreſſors of policy, unfit to prophe- 
fieat the Court,or in the Kings Chappell, peſtilent Fellowes, 
Seditioners, Factioniſts,borne only to difquict the world,and 
vex mens conſciences, Where by the way, let me in a word 
ſupport and fortific the fainting reſolutions of all Faithfull Mi- 
| niſters,and truc hearted Natharae/s,againſt the diſgraceful ops 
| poſitions and plauſible cruelties of the times,by afſuring them 
| of the truth of this Principle, in the Schoole of Chriſt confi» 
med by infinite expcriences:that, 

In theſe daycs of ours, eſpecially which are ſtrangely pro- 
piranc,anddeſperatcly naught, in what man ſocyer, the pow» 
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them, then any other outward croſſes or wrongs) 
the exquiliteſt malice,and pen'd with the bitterclt 
moſt enraged Adverfary ; yet I fay, he is bound to 


1mmortality, 
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| er of grace, Graces of Gods Spirit, undaunted zeale, reſo- 
| lute ſincerity, are more working, eminent, and markeable, 
ordinarily, the more and more 1mplacable, outragious, and 
inflamed Oppoſites ſhall that man finde, whereſoere hee 
lives. But let him build upon it, he is bound, and ought to 
binde the very utmoſt rage of the worlds baſeſt infolencies, 
& indignitics;nay,were there charged upon him even whole 
volumes of moſt ſtinging invetives,(and contumelics are far 
grcatcr corraſives to generous ſpirits, and doe more nettle 


all as a Crowne unto his head, and joyfully to ſet, and feale 
them with prayer and patience upon his heart ; as ſo many 
glorious teſtimonics,and ipfallible afſurances,not onely of the 
nobleneſſg of lus courage in Gods cauſe, and eminency of 
zeale againſt the corruptions of the time, here upon carth : | 
but alſo of a richer reward in heaven, and brighter crowne of 


LA a 
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deviſed by 
gall of his 
ind them 


But to the point, to which I have thought this preface a 
ſcaſonable preparative : though carnall conceits doe com- 
monly out of a naturall diſconceitfallnefſe, with much gall- 
| full antipathy, diſtaſte the ſincerity, and powerfulnes of con- 
ſcionable Miniſters ; yet the Formall Hypocrite figured un- 
to us by the ſtony greund, which I place in the higheſt 
ranke of unregenerate men, for perfe&ions attainable in 
that ſtate, may ſometimes, in ſome fort, even reverence 
' the [eremies, CMichaiahs, and John Bapriſts of the time ; I | 


| meane thoſe menof God, which deliver his meſhge with 


' conſcience,and courage, with power and demonſtration of 
the Spirit; who lifting up their voice like atrumpet,darc,and 
doe tell the people their tranſgreſſions, and the houſe of 1a- 


cob theirſinnces.In ſhort, who arenot men-pleaſers in their | 
MV ay ; but the ſervants of Chriſt ; which in the ſenſe of 
{ 


the Apo 


{Uting, and incompatible contradiction, 


For clearing then, and reſolving the point, con 
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different grounds, and "motives of this formall reſpe&t to 
godly Miniſters, which ſprings out of the ſtoay ground, and 
may be found in an anregenerate mnn 3 and that hearty reve. 
rence towards them, which 1s dearely and deeply rooted in 
the good and honeſt heart. =o 

The formall Hypocrite may reverence even Gods faithful 
leſt Meſſengers thus,and for ſuch cauſes as thee : 

If hebe but naturally of more noble and worthy incli- 
nations, towards the matchlefle fairene(ſ: of the worthieſt 
truth; and ſuffer reafon to carry his aff:Fions, without pre- 
judice or partiality, upon the truc{t worth ; he hall nde, 
even out of a morall congruity, and grounds of common 
ſenſe, that the moſt reſpeAfull devotions, and additions of 
his heart, are due by right, and by a proportionable obſcr- 
vation of diff-rent excellencics, toan Ambaſſidour of God, 
eſpecially ſanAtficd with holy abilities thereuntog as to the! 
onely Angell upon earth, and nobleſt creature under the 
Sunne; and to thoſe ſecrets of heaven,reveated by the pow- 
er of his miniltery ; which are fo tranſcendent to the depths 
of nature, and all created inventions, that they ravith even 
Angclicall underſtandings with extraordinary admiration 
and longing, All truth 1s amiable to ingenuous apprehens«} 
f1ons, and (at the firſt approach and impreſſion) poſſefle them 
| with aſecret lovely raviſhment ; but if it be mingled with 
vilible markes of majeſty, and divineneſſe, as Gods trath is, 
no marvell though by its ordinary attractiveneſſ:, and nas 
tive excellency, 1t draw on an addition of ſome kinde of re« 
verence from more generous minds, though unregenerate; 
and better ſpirited men, though not yet ſpirituall, So that 
the man, which doth ſoundly unfold the ſacred myſteries! 
| of that ſupernaturall truth, may even in that regard grow! 
| ſometimes into a reverent eſtimation with unſinaitied 
| men ; who though as yet they want all true and rell inter- 
| eſt in thoſe bleſſed tidings of cternity and peace, which he 
brings from heaven; yet they revard and reverence him for 
the majeſty of that mcſſige, which he delivers with intcgrt- 
ty and power, \. 
: As 
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| cauſeand truth, with ſuch patience, conſtancie, and undaun- 
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| times in a very Eaſcand barbarous manner diſcharg 


tull Planters thercof : fo others there are better borne, © 


out of anaturall compaſſionaterſſe, and pang of common 
I-umanity, commiſerate the miſcries andoppreſſions of in- 
nocency, whereſoever they ſee it groaning under the info- 
lencics of cruelty and malice. And therefore fith the.con- 


on prophaneneſle, and pollicy;hatred to be reformed and cor- 
formall P opery ; hell and the world, doc cxccnte the extre- 
mity of theit rage and poyſon ; theſe more impartiall and 


wardnefſle, or concurre with him jn a right conceitof falva- 
tion; yet they cannot chuſe, but looke upon him (fo un- 
worthuly vext)with pitying eyes,and morally-melting incli- 


As more cholericke and cruel! diſfoſitions, doe many 
e the ut- 
meſt of their gall ; and doe every way their very worlt + | 
gain all ſincere Profeflours of grace, eſpectally,thepower-| 


more manly breeding, and worthineſſe of nature; who do| 


(cionable Miniſter is an ordinary & eminent Object, where- | 


— 


nations of heart, Nay, when they farther conſider 1n their | 
better mindes, that hes fodefpitefully loaden with varicty | 


of wrongs and indignities ; and trampled upon, as it were,e- 
ven unto duſt, by the feete of pride and unmanly infultations, 
for no other cauſe in the world, but becauſe he labours with 
fincerity and zcale, to pull the precious ſoules of men out of 
| the Divels mouth,and the damnation of hell : and when they 
ſee that he ſtands en his Vaſters{ide, and for the glory of his 


tednefſe of ſpit it ; cven againſt his owne particular welfare, 
the countenance of the world, current of the times, andfacc | 
of man; they aze forced toreverence thoſe high and Þeroi-! 
' call reſolutions of hys, as certaine venerable impreſſions of 
Divinity,and infuſions of heaven ; theugh they cannot away 
 withthe Holy ſtrifinefle of his waics,or heartily love the ſin- 
' pularity of hys ſanification, 
| Ifhe be of amore politique and reſerved deportment, 


' greedy of popularity and applanſe, ambitious after a pro- | 


- , miſcuous reputation, from all forts of men ; he may from a 


| 
_ general) | 


milder-tempered men, though they doe not favour his for- 
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forme of addreſſing and accomodating himſelfe, 
with a pleaſing convenicnt carriage toall humours, d 

and profeſſions, proportion and age out (amongſt the reſt) | 

an artificiall formall reſpeiveneſ(:, to thoſe faithfall Mef 
ſengers of God, which hee knowes and :cknowledges in 
his owne conſcience, tobe truly due by the rules of Divini- 
ty,and royall challenge of heaven ; but performes onely ont- 
wardly,in pollicy, for by-rcſpects,or private ends ; out of the 
valtneſſc (perhaps) and univerſality of his popular ambition, 
to winde bimfalfc with a more plauſible inlinuation into 
the affe&ions,and to win the good willes, and word of that. 
kind of pcoplealſo, which in the worlds languageare nick-/| 
named Puritans ; but in Gods ſtile, are honoured with the 
Plal 16.3. | Elogic of the onely excellent upon earth. This happens 
ſometimes, eſpecially, ithee live in a veine of good Chris» 
ſtians, and where goodneſſe,and godly men (if any place be 
ſo bleſt) be predominant, and beare the ——_ {way. 
There, becauſe otherwiſe he cannot hold correſpondence} 
with the good opinions of the belt, he joynes and concurres 
with them (for his credit ſake) inoutward eſtimation, and}; 
countenancing of the Miniſt:ry. Yea and beſides, as I cons 
ccive, there may be (which may be a further meanes to 
draw on this reverence) even a truc-hcarted ſecret deſire, 
ſometimes in unſan&ified hearts, to purchaſe a good con= 
ccit from a gracious man, although they will by no meancs 
{ympathize with him, in ſincerity, cither by judgement, or 
—_ ice ; yet if it might be enjoyed, with the ſenſuall enyoy- 
ment of thcir darling pleaſure, and were they any waies ca- 
le of coincidency - they would with all their hearts, and 
peciall dearencfſe, (though perhaps their height of ſto» 
| macke would diſfdaine, and not deſcend to the acknowsl 
 ledgement,) embrace his warrant, and allowance for their 
 {zirituall ſtate : and could they pollibly procure it, they 
| would eftceme his voice, for cle&ion into the ſociety of 
Saints, the rareſt ] ewell in the crowne of all their civill cre- 
dit, and commendations. $o it is,that ſometimes unregene- 
rate men ſtumble upon the right way to true reputation. 
For 
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' would not care a pins end, concerning a true and right eſti- 


| 


| 
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| comprehend the invitible brightnefſe and ſpirit 


A Diſcourſe of true happineſſe. 
For indeed there was never man upon carth had'a good 
name inthe right ſenfe and interpretation ; but it was hono-! 


red with the approbation and teſtimony of good men, 1 


mate of my ſtate towards God, what all unregenerate_ men 
in the world (though ennobled with an incomparable con- 
currence of witedome, knowledge,pollicy, greatnes,or what 
other remarkable cxcellencies ſoever) ſay,or conceive in the 
point : for ] know they areſtarke blinde,and cannot ſee;they 
arcin more then £gyptian darkeneſfe, and cannot potfibly 


glory 


| of ſanaified men, and thrice-bleſſed ſtate of Chriſtianity. 


But now in this caſc,I muſt tell you,I would infinitely prefer 
the adviſed good opinion and diſ-affe&ionate aſſent of the 
pooreſt judicious Chriſtian, before the ſhining favours, and 
all thoſe adored influences of pers. grace, which can poſ- 
libly flow from the glorious Circle of the brighteſt Imperiall 
Crowne upon carth. 

Fourthly, this impreſſion of reverence towards the beſt 
Miniſters, that may 1n ſome fort for a ſcaſon,at the leaſt, pot- 
ſeſſe the heart of the formall Hypocrite, may alſo fprin 
from that naturall ſoveraigntie, and pow cominand, 
which the Word of God, preſt with power and conſcience, 
doth excrciſe over mens conſciences, From the dazling a- 
ſtoniſhment of that inviſible piercing light of divine truth, 


| whichdoth ſometimes upon the ſudden, ruſh violently like 


a Aaſh of lightening, from the mouth of the Miniſter, into 
the very inmolt cloſets of his heart ; and thete diſcover (not 
without ſome horrour). his moſt ſecret laſts, and darke hypo- 
crifies, From that ſacred chara&er of heavenlineſle, and aw- 
full terrour, which Gods dreadfull hand doth times | 
ſtampe (as it were viſibly) upon thoſe men, whom himſclfe 


deſignes with fpeciall addrefſe, and fancifies with Miriſte- 
'r1all Grace, to revcale and reprefent the: myſteries of hea- 
ven, and his ownegreat Majeſty in that eminent and giv 
ious manner, From a conſcious comparing of his owne 
| leceret guiltinefſe, and duller paſſages of un-zcatouſneſfe and 
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formality, 
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| them,ia theſe three caſes : 


key ofhis fervent prayer, unlockes the richelt erealuries 


formallty, with the ſearching unreſiſtableneſſ> of their Mi. 
iſtery, and zealc-full 150g an their life. From aconceit, 

that a Faithfull man of God, ; 

dothſtand in the gappe againſt the irruptions of threatned 

judgements, anddelcrved vengeance ; and by thz pierci 


heaven, for the cffxfion of all manner bleſſings, comforts,and 
protections upon the place where he lives. Oc at thebeſt, 
from a ſuperficiall ſenſe, and generall apprehenſion of thoſe 
many excellent refre/hments, and glorious graces, which 
their Miniſtery arc ſhed into, and ſhine fall ſweetely npon 
the {ad diſtref(=s of truly-troubled foulcs ; and are comforta» 
bly conveyed 7 anus Chrilts bloody wounds) into the 
gaſping agonics of bleeding hearts, Though that precious 


of Diſcourſe of tru: bappineſſe. ! 
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y his Miniſteriall m=diation, | 


blood never melted his marble heart into teares of trus re« 
pentance, nor Gods infinite mercy won his hearty aff:ction! 


hope (but from falſe and fAattzring grounds) that a Paſſion, 


of ſuchunvaluablz price, and bleſſed ſtore-houſe of unlimi. 
ted tender-heartednefſ>, ſhould never polhibly be tinted, or 
reſtrained, before hee have Ins part in the purchaſe, anda! 
ſhare in thoſe rich compaſſions. Eſpecially fith in congruj 
of juſtice,and probability of Gods proceedin2s, theres ſuch 
a large harveſt tor hell, beforc he be laid hold on. For his pres: 
ſent perfections give him precedeacie before notorious fins 
ners,groſſc hypocrites, meerly civill honeſt men, back-[liders? 
from profeſſion of grace, and a world of wicked men work 
then hinſclfe, | 
But whence foever it ſprings, or what grounds ſoeverit: 
hath,this reverence to Gols faithfull Meſſ:nzers, in the for» 
mall hypocrite, is ordinarily turned into heart-riſing againſt 


to the waics of Face; yet he hath a kiade of glimmerir 


Firſt, when by direXion of the very frſt rule in the ſacred] 
myſtery of ſaving ſoules, and following that onely method 
for plantation of grace,choſ:n,and chalked ot unto us by the 

rececney and practice of the Prohets, Ano'tles, Chriſt 


imſclfe, and all thoſ: lappy Ones, that ever fer their hoaeyl 
with 
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- | mens ſinnes, taſte too much of malice and private revenge. 
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| with courage and lincerity, to the ſalvation of men ; ind be« 
| haved themſelves, with dexterity and conſcience, in the 
Lords harveſt ; I ſay,when thus, by the guidance of at holy 
| wiſdome, they firſt beginto lay about them, with the ham- 
mer of the Law, amongſt a number of ſtony hearts ; and to 
lay it on with a witneſſe, with full weight and iteration 
offirokes, from the beſt ſtrength of a ſpirituall arme, upon 
the bairy ſcalpe of every one which hates to be reformed: 
; when he ſces and feeles that they weld that two-edged 
| ſword, with refulution and power, and ſend it home witha 
| fearleſſe and faithfull hand, even into the very center of a 
ſcared conſcience, and to the heart of prophanenefle and re- | 
bellion : when he finds by experience, that men can have 
no caſe or reſt under their Miniltery ; but they are ſtill gra- 
ting with piercing and tcrrour upon their guilty conſcien- 
| ces, ſtinging their carnall hearts with ſenſe of thoſe flaming 
horrours which hang over their heads, and fo reſtleſly tor- 
| menting them before their time ; I ſay then,and in this cafe, 
| he begins torcosle the heat, and rebate the edge of his eſti- 
mation, A diſtaſtfull prejudice againſtſach boyſterous pro- 
ceeding, asheconcetts and cals it, begins to juſtle out of 
| bis aff:ions that former reverence. And hereupon you 
| (hall heaxre him ſometimes out of a pang of formality, and | 
\ felf-guiltineſſe, breake out againſt them to this ſenſe, cſpe- 
' cially when himfelfe hath beene lately ſtung and galled upon | 


ha fore : though I take ſuch and ſuch to be well meaning 


j 
ſ 


and honeſt minded men, and can be content to heare them 
| now and then; yet me thinkes they marre all with too much 
zadgement, and preſſing the Law with that peremptorineſe 
and rigour. I doe not like that they ſhould affame and ex- 
erciſe tuch ſeverity and imperiouſnefſe over mens conſcien- 
ces, Theſe particular applications and ſecret fingling out of 


| I willſtandunto it, this dotrinz of diff:rencing mens ſprri- 
| tuall ſtates ; of perfeFions attaineable in the ſtate of unrege- 
| neration ; and how farre a reprobate may goe, and yet be 
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damned, is able to drive men to deſpaire. They ſo beare | 
| N them-* 
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themſelves in their Sermons, and ſtraiten the way to Hea-f 
ven ; as though none ſhould be ſaved, but the Brethreo, and} 
thoſe Chriſtians (as now by an excellency they call one ano«þ. 
| ther)that reach jult the ſameſtraine of purity and preciſcnes, [ 
which they in their fancitull abſtraQions cre above the or-' 
dinary, Well; well, let them looke unto it, by ſuch ep 
ting points as theſe, and diſ-heartning the people with fear- 
full fe 1tences, they may make ſuch wounds in weake conſcs| 
| ences,that all the Balme in G/cad, perhaps the precious blood} 
| of Chriſt will never afterrevive, or bind up and cloſe with 
| comfort,c*c. | 
I would not for a world of gold,give any ſhadow of juſti- 
 fication,or leaſt allowance, to the unſcaſonable terrifying off 
; any trembling conſcience : God forbid, It were prodigious 
cruelty to powre the wine of wrath-and horrour into the} 
mournfull groanings ofa bruiſed ſpirit. It were a curſed cure, 
and that hand was hewed out of the hardeſt rock, which can 
endure to apply a biting corrajive to a bleeding foul, AsI dare} 
not upon penalty of an{werablencs for the bloud of their ſouls, 
\ cry,Peace,pcacc,to unholy men, were they gods upon Earth; | 
| or promiſe pardon and pleafurc in another world, to any that | 
; ncsſlcs and nuzzles himſelf ſenſually and ſecurely in an earthly} 
Paradiſc, were lie an Angell of heaven:ſol infinitely deire to 
| convey the warmeſt bloud that cyer heated the heart ofChriltz: 
( the ſweeteſt balme thar exer dropt from the pen of the bleſſed 
Spirit,upon the ſacred {caves of rhe book of lite; the deareſt 
| mercies, that ever rould together the relenting bowels of 
| Cods tendereſt compoſſions,mnto every broken and wounded 
| heart. 1 or as promiſcs of falvation to a worldling, arc like ho» 
nour to a foole:lo tcrrors of the Law toa truly humbled penis 
31a 


tent,arc as ſnow 1n Summer,and rain mn harveſt,toth,to 

| ſeemly and unſcafonable. 7 

| And I hope all the wiſe Ambafſzdours of God, make con} 
| ſcience of a ſeaſonable revealing unto the ſonnes of men, | 
| that higheſt and trai.ſccndent excellency of their Maſter} 
' his mercy, Many glorious exprelſions and repreſentations}. 
| wherof, purpoſely ſtamped by his own hand, do ne 
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| inthis and the other world,infinitely beyond all created com- 
' prehenſlons: in all the paſſages of his Book; in thoſe joy- 


' fall Pallaces of Heaven; in the many capitall characters of 


: 


his goodneſſe and bounty, which we may runne and reade 
in every leafe,and page,and line of this great Volume of Na- 
ture, round about us 3 in the hourly compaſſions to his 
' creatures ; in thoſe Angelicall guards about his choſen ; but 
' principally, and farre above all conceit cither of man or An- 
oell, in the paſſion of his Sonne, And theſe three occaſions 
| elyecially exact from them a diſcovery of this bottomleſſe 
' depth. 
| 3 When they open unto their people his divine Attri- 


| butes, and unfold with ſobricty the incomprehenlibleneſſe of 


his Being;Mercy then is to march the firſt,{o farre and in that 
| ſenſe,as inknity admits precedency,and to take up her ſeat in 
| the higheſt Thronezas the faireſt lower in his garland of Ma- 
| jsſty, the brighteſt ray that iſſues out of that unapprochable 
light,the lovelieſt Jemme that crowns all his boundleſſe, im- 
| mcaſurable,1mperiall glory, 

2, Secondly, in their ordinary diſcoveries of the dam- 
nableneſſe of mens ſtates, and thoſe endlefſe woes which are 
treaſured up for them againſt the day of wrath, they muſt 
wiſely mingle ſome lightnings of the Goſpell with the 


confuſion ; marks of ſincere Profeſſours, with their diſtin- 
Rive charafters of the many ſorts of unregenerate men; 
cordials of compaſſion, with corrafives of terrour, When 
they are driving deſperateſinners, by their denunciations of 
judgement, towards the brinke of deſpaire ; they muſt ſhead 
 Intotheirſinking fouls ſom? glimpſes of mercy, uponcon- 
| dition of amendment,and hopes of pardon, in caſe of peni- 
tency, Hopeleſſe hearts do curiouſly affli& rhe a 
with much aff:&ed horrour and imaginary hells : which if 
datan once ſee, he plyes the advantage with all the craftineC. 
ſes and cruelties of hell: He preſently by his accurſed Al- 
<ymy, will turn the leaſt ſinfull vanity into a crying vil- 
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moſt oriently and viſibly, to every underſtanding eye, both 


 thandrings of the Law ; ſome uſes of comfort, with thoſe of 
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lany ; aberrations of youth, into fearlet abominations ; 
tranſgrefſion ——_— of conſcience, into ſinne agamnt 
ihe Holy Ghoſt, In a point of ſpiritual extremity, he; 
| doth ſtrongly ſuggeſt, and 1$ to perſwade a man, that, 
though the armes of Chrilt, and gates of grace ſtand wide] 
open for entrance and embracement, untill the Sunne of} 
the neeucal life be ſet ; yet inthis caſe, the cafe is altered : for 
the period of his gracious day, and turne for time of viſita= 
tion is expired, and already paſt : that though the blood of 
| the unſpatted Lambe, npon Repentance, faved cven the 
ſoules of thoſe that ſpilt it ; yet it belongs not to him *] 
though the promiſes of life, in the Word of truth, be made 
unto us, without limitation of time, or exception of (innes; 
yet he hath no part in them, his name was never writ in the 
Booke of life, he is out of the decree of ele Rion, he ſtands re» 
probate unto the covenant of grace, &c. Miniſters then, {6 
much as in them lyes, muſt meet with this malice of Satan, 
and labour by all mcanes to preſerve and maintain the life 
of hope, and poſſibility of pardon, in heavy hearts, umif 
their greateſt horrour, If there beno hope of being reccived| 
to gracc, there will be no'dclire toreturn into the ſtate of 
grace, They muſt be taught and fore-warned,that there are 
-| two Wayecs, out of the dreadfull viſitations of confeience, and 
the perplexcd ſtraits of a vexed mind : they may either fol 
low Iudas the curſed'{t man that ever breathed, from horror 
to the halter ; and fopoaſt after him out ofthe hell of a d& 
ſpairing conſcience, to the hell of fire and brimſtone, bur- 
| niwg for ever before the throne of God ; which God forbid: 
| or cl{c they may tr2& Chriſt Jcſus, bleſſed for ever, by his 
bloody drops unto the Croſſe, which 1s the right path, and! 
| as God would haveit, If they take the firſt, a thouſand tims 
better never to have been : For they diſhonour the Majefly 
of Heaven in the higheſt degree imagmable; by difcroabin 
God of the brighteſt beame of his glory, his mercy "2 
oor wilfully and ſenſcleſly damne their fouls and bodiss 
inthe loweRt dungeon of the bortomleſſe pit,in the very ſame 
| roome with that inearnate Dhrell the er of Chr, 
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But if they take the ſecond, they are blelt 'that ever they 
wergborne. Never did tender hearted mather. {6 [Ocg 
In1l her deareſt infant in her boſome and. armes of love 
a fall ; as the Sonne of God dothin ſuch a caſe bend his bru- 
{:d body, cvento the expreſſion of bloody drops, withlove- 
' lieſt imbracements and compalfions, to heale and bind: up 
ſachbro\en hearts. Nay,tn his cſteeme (this is only a pearte | 
for trac Penitcnts, let no ſwine trample upon-it, 'or ſtranger | 
take it up) his precious blood is made (as it were) more pre= | 
cious and orient, by covering crimſon linnes, if a ground be 
firſt ſoundly laid with teares of true R2pentance, And God 
himſelfe is thereby {ingularly glorihed, who then longs the 
molt to ſhew mercy, when 1t is nearel(t tobe utterly deſpai- 
redof. Oh! he holds himfelfe mightily honoured, when a | 
oorc ſoule miſcrably inangled, and hewed and hackt upon, 
y Satans malice and wounds of (inne, comes bleeding and 
| weeping to the throne of grace for pardon and comfort, He 
| cannot polſibly be better pleaſed : he thinks nothing too 
deare for ſuch anone ; were ita draught of the. hearts-blood 
| of his own Sonne; be it the delicious Hanne of his deareſt 
| mercies, or the moſt raviſhing comforts of that bleſſed Spi- 
'rit, Oh 1 ſaith he,out ofa-pang of that love, which brought 
Chriſt Jeſus from his boſome, into the bowels of the Earth ; 
Oh! faithhe, O thow afflitted and toſſed With tempeſt, that haſt 
| mo comfort ; behold, I Will lay thy ſtones with the Carbuncie, 
ana lay thy foundation With Saphirs, and I Will make thy Win- 
dawes of Emeralds, and thy gates ſhining ſlones, and all thy 
borders of pleaſant ſtones, That is, L will turne thy depths of 
ſorrow, into {eas of comfort ; thy bitter teares, into ſpirituall 
triumphs ; thy former horrors, itito heavens of joy. I will fill 
thy heart with thoſe unmixed pleaſures, which no man ſhall 
take from thee ; thy conſcience with peace that paſſeth all 
| underſtanding ; thy Crowne of life with ſhining glory, 
| which thy utmoſt conceit cannot poſſibly comprehend. At 
ſuch atimehe puts on (as it were) his Imperiall roabes, his 
roabes of (tate; and riſeth up with greateſt majeſty into his 
higheſt and moſt glorious ”——_— graccand honour, that | 
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that happy matchand marriage of an humbled: 


ſoul unto his only Son. He feaſts thoſe purer ſpirits,the bleſſed 
Angels, with cxtraordinary joy, triumphant Halle/wiahs, and*” 
| new ſongs of congratulation,at the folemnization of choſe ſa- 
cred I\ wprials. Sonaturall and pleating tothe incomparable} 
ſwcetnes of his mercifull diſpoſition, is ſhewing of compalli- 


: 


oning of fms. 
3. Thirdly, the moſt naturall and proper ol-j2& of Gods 


True penitcnts only, are perſons rightly qualified for the 
pardons of heaven, And therfore the choiſeſt and chiefeſt 
ſeaſon of all, for the Miniſters of God to raine downe re- 
freſhing ſhowres of mercy from the Throne of grace, is, 
when mens hearts are (as 1t were) chapt, and dry wirh truc 


hearted ſorrow, and ſhedding teares for ſinne ; ſorely ſcorcht 


eonſuming firez and eagerly gaſpe for grace, as the parcht 
and thirſty land for drops of raine. Oh how faire a thing us 
mercy in the time of anguiſh and trouble | It 14 like a cloud of 
| raine that commeth in the time of 4 drought, Let the power 
of the Law firſt breake and bruiſe, which 1s a neceſfary pre« 

tive for the plantation of grace; and then powre in (and 


Ma.6t.1, 
Luk. 4.1. 


call comfort, But _— very many marre all, with miſling 
this method : Either for want of ſinQtification in them- 


— 


reaſon of their ſerving the time, or focicty with good- 
lowes, as they call them, or thelike ; they audacioujly blefſe 
with cowardly filence, or accurſed flatterics, where God 


many a golden viall of the well of life, and largeſt doles 
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pitic and commiſcration, is a broken and contrite fpirit, | 


and waſtcd with ſcnſc of that devouring wrath, which is a|. 


ſpare _ . the moſt precious oyle of the ſiveeteſt Evangelis| 


ſelves, orskill to manage their Maſters buiinefſe — 


himſelfe doth curſe: and all their life long,purpoſcly fpill] 

gracious promiſes, upon ſtony hearts and formall Phariſees, | 
Our dcare Redeemer, that great Miniſter of the Goſpell, and] 
| Mediatour for mercy, tcacheth another leſſon, and told us | 
| when he was upon carth, that the Lord had anointed hims} 
| whereunto ? to preach good tidings: .but to whom ? unto] 
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at iberty themthat are bruiſed ; to put a fairer flame into 
the ſmoking fAlaxe, and moreſtrength into the'bruiſed reed ; 
to take off with his owne haly hand, theburthen from the 
backe of all thoſe that groane under the waight of _— 
and to coole their fainting ſoutes with his _ and £ 
blood. Bruiſcd ſpirits and mournfull ſoules only,are capable 
of the comforts of grace and divine compallions. The wilc 
Ambaſſadours of God then, may be bold in this point z they 
| have their warrant under the Broad Scale of the Kingof 
Heaven, and commiilion f.om the Office of his Sonne : if 
-they finde that the Miniſtery of the Word hath wr 
truc remorſe; and that the hammer of the Law hath ſtrac 
thorow the rebellious loynes of prophane obſtinacy, and the 
ironfinews of ſenſuall pride ; if they m2zet with hearts toucht 
| to the quick,and conſciences ranſackt to the bottome : there, 
there, let them plic it with mercies, and ſweetly lull ſach 
| weary ſoules in the ſofteſt armes of tendernefſe, relt, ' peace; 
{ and all heavenly delicacies. - A concurrence of their beſt elo- | 
uence, fcrventeſt prayer, ſpirituall experience, and compaſ- 
1onate feeling, is too litle to comfort in ſuch a caſe. Let them, 
let ſach mourners in Sion know, that ifthey waite but alit- 
| tle with patience, longings, and thoſe unutterable groanes, 
in the Word of life and truth ; they ſhall have caſe,and drink 
their fils out of the river of the pleaſures of God, Yet a very 
little while,and he that ſhal come,he will come and will not 
| tarry ; and when he comes, he will bring with him a pardon 
writ by Gods owne hand, with the blood of Chriſt, and 
ſcale it unto their ſoules by his ſpeciall anRifying power, 
with ſuch aſcrong and eycrlaſting impreſſion, that neither 
| Man nor divell, the ſtrength of hell, or length of eternity, 
ſhall ever be able tounlooſe, | 
Theſe things are ſo: Gods Meſſengers are Miniſters of 
| mercy, in ſuch points as I have pointed at: but yet for all 
this, the formall Hypocrite muſt not carry it away ſo. For 
the truth is, formall Profeſſours cenſure with ſach ſeverity, 
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| and fretting ; and with much difdaine and indignation cry | 
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verance to the Ca IVES, to comfort all that mourne, to ſet 
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 luQation, they labour with much prophane and boyſterous } 


| ſtates,and Thariſucall confidence, juftifie themſelves, and: 


| diſpleaſed God, 


en to the forwardneſſe of the _ and that true hearted 


out againſt preſſing the Law, and preaching of j1dgements; |”: 
particular piercing applications, anJ torturing mens confcis | 
ences with amazcments and feare ; becauſe (if a conſcionase 
ble courſe of preaching goe for currant) they are caſt and 
condemned ; and if the way to heaven be fo narrow, (4s in- 

deed it is, if Chriſt ]cſus be of any credit with them) they | 
mult never come there; except in the meanc time they come 


holineſſe, without which no man (hall ever fee the face of 
God.Hence it is,that belides their own ſecret diſtaſte, and re- 


oppoſition, to bring the faithtulleſt Paſtours of Gods people | 

into diſ;race and diſ-account ; as though they were fellows | | 
of furious ſpirits ; fons only of thander and lightning ; Do» 
Rors of deſpaire, and unmercifull difpenſcrs of damnation}. 
Nay, ordinarily theſe men exclaime with more diſcontent] 
oo clamour, againſt preaching of judgements for ſinne, then 
notorious ſinners: for theſe many times (out of a ſenſe of: 
their guiltineſſe, and with an ingenuous acknowledgement) 
confeſſe them to be juſt ; but put them off with a flattering 
preſumptuous conceit, that God is mercifull ; or reſcrvation 
to repent hereafter, or with a purpoſe for the preſent to be» 
come new men, though ſuch holy motions are ſoone after: 
drowned in the prophane revellings of good-fellowſhip : but} 
the ether out of a proud errour, of miſtaking their ſprritualf? 


IC 


would gladly perſwade their hearts, that inward aſtoniſk | 
ments and apprehcnſions of terrour in fuch caſes, ariſe rather 
from the diſtempered terrifying zcale of the Preacher, and: 
unſcaſonable preiling of judgement, then from the ſtins ; 


their guilty conſcienccs, and invilible finger of an angry and] 


LT TINT 


To deale plainely,this is the very true cauſe of their impo» 
tent out-crycs and coinpl+ints, that thefe precifer Preachers 
come {till with nothing but damnation and vengeance : out 
of their fowre and 1mperious auſterity, caſt nothing but 
wild-fire,brimſtone,and gun-powader,into the conſcicacesof 
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men, and take the rezdy way to drive them to d 
Whereas Ccd krowes, if they were fitted for mercy ; won 
they ſubmit the taturall pride of their guilefull hearts, wi 
| humility and unreſervednes to the ſoycraignty of the Ward 
and fmplicity of the Saints; they would with all the 
hcarts powre whole Oceans of ſofteſt oyle into their woun- 
ded ſoules, and till ther bruiſed ſpirits witha joyfull conflu- 
ence of all the precious ſuffcrings of Chriſt, promiſes of lite, 
| comforts of grace, mercics of God, and joys of heaven, 
| What comfort in the world can any Miniſter have in vexing 
| mens conſciences, and ſtanding at ſtaves end with the whole 
| world?but that they dare not (for the life of their ſoule) be 
falſe to their great Lord and Sovcraigne ; and doc heartily 
thirſt to draw their brethren out of hell, and to fave their 
immortall ſoules out of thoſe everlaſting flames. To con-! 
clude the point, they caſt unto themſclves in the mould of 
their worldly wiſdome, a religious mediocrity ; and pitch 
with reſolution and f. curity upon a meaſure of profeſlion | 
and degree of zeale, compatible with their maine carnall 
contentment;and that muſt be a competent ſufficiency of ho- 
linefſe for heaven,and ſerve their turne for ſalvation, Which 
glorious formality,if Gods Meſſenger,out ofa zealous impati-| 
ency againſt luke-warmenefle, tranſgreſſe and cenſure, and 
{quare not with an exa@ proportion all his reſolutions and 
| applications from the Word therunto, he ſpeaks in their ſenſe, 
either not to the purpoſe, out of private humour,or too 1unpe- 
rjoully. 
Theſe diſtempered boyſterovs exclemations, or at leaſt 
| ſecret impatiency and fretfulneſle againſt conſcionable preſ- 
' ſing the Law, and juſt denouncement of judgements for'ſin, 
15a common marke to the formall Fypecrite, with all forts! 
| ofunregenerate men ; and conſtant property of all the ſons 
of Adam, while they yet lye ſoftly repoſed upon their beds | 
rs mo and hate to be reformed, for ſuch. cauſes as 
{kNCITC * | 
[ I. They thinke themſelves all the while arraigned at 
the tarre of God. Their gauled conſciences cry guny-| 
The: 
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The ſound of feare and cryes of vengeance are in their cares, | 
and their hearts ftrooken thorow (with (laviſh horror) trems | 
 ble,as the lcaves of theForreſt that are ſhaken with the wind: | 
except they have paved them with obſtinacy and Atheiſme, 
and made them like the high wayes, and Satans ordinary | 


| roade. 
2.They haveno ſhelter under the ſhadow of the moſt High, 


noſaccour under the wings of Chriſt from the plagues of |. 
God,and curſes of the Law.They cannot yet plead any privi- | 
ledgeor proteion by the blood of theT amb, from the poiſon, 
fling,and cndleſſe vengeance of thoſe wofall judgements and | 
cutting confullons, which arc juſtly prelt upon their guilty 
conſciences, for their unmortiked huts, i 
3. If the whole counſell and jult wrath of God be faith- 
fully and impartially ript up and revealed againſt them in} 
this kind ; the Angelicall deluſions of Satan, and the dame}: 
nableneſſe of their preſent condition will be clearly diſcos} 
vered unto their conſciences, For a ſcaſonable and ſincere | 
diviſion of the Word of lite and truth, doth piercingly and} 
| powerfully divide betweene the Soule and the Spirit, the 
Joynts and the marrow, and never either juſtifies any unre- 
encrate man, or condemnes the juſt, And therefore he 
that reſts cither in the ſtate of notoriouſneſſe, or meere civill 
honeſty without an addition of ſapernaturall and ſaving} 
acc;ar grofle hypocritie, or Apoſtacy, or luke-warme pro- 
eſſion, or any other _ of unregeneration, ſhall be ſure| 
(fhe live under a conſtant and conſcionable means) now 
and then to reccive a ſhrewd knock upon his guilty cone] 
ſcience by the hammer of the Law, from the hand of a faith 
full Teacher ; which cannot chuſe but go fall heavy unto 
his heart,cxcept it be 1caled up by the ſpirit of Aumber witch 
obduration and ſenſleſneſſe againſt the day of vengeance : and 
maſt needs marrc his mirth,and all pleaſures of earth, with a 
| moſt bitter dreadfull mixture of flavith feare, and apprehenſi» 
ons of Hell. 
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far dejeion of the heart with remorſe for {inne, or dires| 


| 4. Preaching and preſſing the Law, is principally cither]; 
tion, 
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| ion of the life by rules of grace: they can endure and digeſt | | 
! neither. R + ek 
}; - 57 Their conſciences ordinarily are ever freſh bleeding, 
1.5 and ſtill gauled with too violent ſtretching and inlarge- 
[84 ment, and with the hard ſitting of their boſome ſinne att 
leaſt: and therfore they eaſily grow reluRtant and ragefull, 
| when they arc grated upon by the ſearching power of an 
fl holy, and ſoul-faving ſeverity ; and vexed tothe quick with 
| the particular diſcovery of their hypocriſie, and digging 
. into their ſinfall ſores, Hence it is, that many times prou 
{ | and prophane men faſten upon the beſt Miniſters, even for 
1 their faithfullnefſe in miniſteriall dutics, the verieſt dung-hill 
indignities (pardon the phraſe, it expreſſeth not halfe their 
vileneſle) _ foulcſt inhumanities, that the moſt contemp- 
tible baſeneſſe, and extremeſt malice can - poſſibly deviſe, or 
an ingenuous Pagan thinke upon, without a great deale of 
indignation, Thou ſpeakeſt falſly, iy all the proud men 
unto bleſſed Jeremy, when he had ended his thundring and 
threatning Sermon againſt them : Jerem, 43.2, Then TX; 
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eAzariah the ſonne of Hoſhaiah, and Tohanan the ſonne 

K areah, and all the proud men, ſaying to Jeremiah, Thom tye#t. 

Execrable blaſphemy,prodigious —_— : Duſt and hes, 

nay,incarnate Divels, to give the lye, by conſequent at the 

Jeaſt, (1 ſpeake it not without horrour) to God Almighty 1 
And above others, great men (without grace) find preach- 
ing the Law moſt painfull to their prophane hearts : becauſe 

they have the greateſt power and pleaſures, and indeed their 

portion in this world, Hence it was, that when Jehnds, Tere. 

36.23, hadread three or foure leaves of thoſe cutting Ser- 

mons of comminations, and curſes againſt Juda and Ifracl; 

; the King ſtampt, and raged, and cut the roule with the pen- 

| knife, and caſt it into the fire that was on the hearth, untill | 
 alltheroule was conſumed in the fire that was on the hearth. 

| And that Amaziah diſcharged Amos of the Court, and fi- 

 lenced him from ſpeaking any more in the Kings Chappel, 

| Amos 7,13. And that, that unhappy Felix, when Paxl op- 
; poled,and applyed to his covetous, carnall, and carclefſe hy- 
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ra corting direc Rigel, Tempomey 


to be troubled in conſcience, and tormented before their 
time. 

2..A ſecond caſe, wherein this reverence, which 
ſometimes be found in the formall hypocrite to Gods faith» 
full Mcflengers,changeth into heart-rifing againſt them, is; 


with all thoſe tierce and fearcfull armics of devouring 
plagues, and certaine vengeance which dog it at the heeles, 
He can digeſt well enough, with good attention. and pas 


Sermons ; eſpecially if they taſte ſomething extraordinari 
of fulneſſc of reading,or finencl: of conceit; be made up with: 
fome aff:Xed mixture of choifeſt hamane learning, and' 
commend to the cares of the Auditory, the excefſ2 and ex» 
cellency of ſome rarer naturall parts, His heart may ſome 
times even dance and leap within him for joy, not withe 
out fome ontward vitible repreſentations, when He ſhall 
heare the infiniteneſſe of Gods mercy ; unvaluableneſſe of| 
Chrilts blood-ſhed;precioufneſſe of the promiſes of life ; une 
conceiveableneſſe of thoſe pleaſures above, and fſach other 
points of exultation and comfort, with a paſſionate and 
cclingly amplified, Although ſuch inward tranſitory light- 
nings in him, ſpring not from the {peciall apprehen'ion of 


| | 


| ofa temporary Faith,or the like, Nay, yet farther, he may 


any true reall intereſt in thoſe joyfull tidings ; but from the 
naturall moovingneſfe of the matter, or the vaniſhing flaſhes 


tolerate with reaſonable contentment and caſe, the zcalow 
exagitation of other hatcfull villanies; the diſcovery and} 


damnation of any other corruption : ſo that only his date: 
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and the Judgement to come, cut him off in the current of his | 
and diſmilt him unto a more convenient time, and | 
better leiſure, A4.24.26, So leth arc prophane great ones | 


when by the ſearching power of the Word, they have fin» 
pled out his boſome finne, and have it in purſuite and chaſe, 


tience, the debatcment of a controverſic, or commotſ&place; |- 
approovcand applaud gencrall diſcourſes, and unſcarching 
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uy eloquence expreſſzd ſomething to the life, and] 


ling pleaſurcbe let alone ; his maſter-{in not medled wich 
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lezſures of unclearneſle; and that to Þbim it is an earthly P4 
radiſc, to feed his ragefull luſt with greedineſie and 
at leaſt ypon ſpeculative want 
heart ; Now in this caſe if the Miniſters of God only for- 
beare to beat upon this point ; if they take heed that they 
touch not this ſore ; they may be bold at their-pleafure, in 6- 
ther denunciations of terrour, and take liberty (with his 


good leave) to purſte other ſinnes, withas great zcale. and | 


deteſtation as they will, They may tcll the mercilefle Viu» 
rer that he is infamouſly guilty of that finne, of whicha con- 
verted Jew, an honeſt Heathen, or tolerable Turke, would 
be aſhamed and remorſefull ; ſtigmatized by joynt-conſent 


of charitable hearts, and —_— current of belt Divinity, | 


with a brand of exttaordinary hatcfulneſſe, hard heartedneſſe 
and cruelty : which at this day doth Oey ſhake the| 
dome ; hke a fretting can» 


ker,with a plauſible inviſible conſumption, doth daily waſte 
the ſtatcs, ſuck the blood, and cat the lives of many 
diſtreſſed Ones in this Land ; fils Towns and Cities with un» 
rhaconen' perſons, and the Country with miſeries and in» 
nunanities. Nay,and lct carnall reaſon, cavetous humours, 
ſupercilious, obſtinate impertonſnefſe fret and contradict, | 
rage and reclaime as long as they will : to ſet alide proveca- | 
tion of Gods pl and conſiderations of piety 3 even.-in 
. the 


the ſenſe of nature, and morall canſcience, i an aſpers | 
ſion of mexpiable ſhame and diſhonour v ancicnt| 
glory of this incomparable City. It is very that 
ſuch ravcnous Harpics and Vſurious Vultures (for ſo even 
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Let us ſuppole the Cane &f his toſome, to. be the | brutiſh | 


hom 


Paganiſme ſtiled them by the light of re:fon)  auda- 
ciouſly rouſt cfpecially on high, in the Eagles neſt, this In- 
pan Grove and ſeat of Majeſty 1 They may tell the 

ard, that he is a voluntary Divcll, the common ſhame of | 
nature, the great reproach and predigious diſgrace of man- 
kind ; that by turning himſelf into a ell or a bcaſt,. 
doth (with intolerable indignity) ſwiniſhly over-turne;and 
difanimate that nublcſt thing, next unto an Angelicall na» 


36 ture, | 
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Pro.14 28 { rhe multitude of p-opte, and that rs K 110 conſiſterh by the 


Eccle.5.8. 


it up; ) let him, I ſay, drowne theſe diſtempered and pec- 
| cant humours, of good-fellowſhip, in Ale-houſes, Taverns, 


| wine; he ſhall ſtagger, but not by ſtrong drink ; he |hallbe 
| drunk eycn with the wrath and vengeance of God; and 
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of God by a royall ſelfe-reſemblance hath molt undeſer. |' 
vedly ſtamped upon him. And for which (without timely re. 
pentance) he will turn hereafter into the vileſt and mo#t tor- 
mented creature,next unto the Divell & the damacd ſpirits, 
Lethim go ofia while in his ſwaggering humour, and our |. 


of an accurſed gallantneſſ: of a ſcornefull ſpirit, crowne |'* - 


himſelfe with Roſe-buds, in this ſpring of his ſtrength to 
wre in ſtrong drink ; let him drown his over-heated rage, | * 

is melancholike fits, dumps of ſa inefſe, indeed ſometimes 
theſtinging bitings of that gnawing worme, which is bree- 
ding inhis conſcience (except Satans hot iron hath ſeared | 


the Peſt-houſes of Players, and in other ſuch firious Con- | 
renticles of boyſteroutneſſe and vanity : yet let him know, 
that if he go, on, his day 1s comming ; he ſhall be ſhortly 
drunke with a witneſſz; he (hall be drunke, bat not with 


ſpuc;and fall and never riſe againe. A number of fearefall | 
woes ſtand regiſtred againſt him by the Miniſtery of the 
Prophets; let him teare thoſe leavesout of Gads book; and 
truth from the ſacred pen of that never crring Spirit; or els 
aſſuredly they ſhall all light upon all impenitent drunkards, 
tothe utmolt extremity and leaſt ſparke of thoſe everlaſting 
flames ; as ſure as God is in heaven, curſes in his Book, 
drunkards upon carth, and plagues in hell. They may tell 
| the depopulating Incloſer,that he is farre worſe then a rob} 
bing murtherer on Shooters hill : for beſides the villanous 


deſtrution of Gods people, and the Kings ſutj2ts; the in- 
tolerable weakning of the ſtrength, and glory of this King-| 
dome, in a very high and horrible degree,(for the wiſe{t King 
that everlived hath told us that the honor of a King # in| 
field that « tilled) ſothat depopulation, and decay of tillage, 

the curſed brood of bloody Incloſare, are very cut-throtes 
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A Diſcourſe of true happineſſe. | 
of Majeſty, and confuſion of ſtates imperiall ; and T dare fay, 
ſetting al:de the provocation of divine vengeance, they ho 
a ſtrong counter-motion and oppoſitions to ſounder policies 
of ſtate, and wiſer depths of Monarchy ; 1 {ay, belides theſe 
publike miſchicfes, this mar-cating Canniball doth 2s 
farre ſurpaſſe the blood-ſucker by the bigh-way, in infliftt- 
on of tortures, as a Spaniſh Inquiſitour an ordinary hang- 
man : the one diſpatches a man ina moment, and puts him 
out of his pain upon the ſudden ;z the other 2dds leiſure and 
lingrivg toa dying life, and living death, that men may feele 
they die. Certainly it were farre more mercifull and tole- 
rable that ſuch oppreſsing Giants ſhould knock thoſe' poore 
pcople in the heads in their houſes, before they turn them 
out of their ancient homes ; then ſo cruelly expoſe them to 
be waſted by little and little, and by degrees to be devou- 
red of miſery and want : Which is a kind of death, as farre 
more mercileſſe and tor menting then the former; as hang- 
ing in chains alive, then beheading. They :mcy tell the| 
Swearer, that he already ſpeaks the language of Hell, and| 
therfore his naturall place is that infernall pit. That the| 
oath is no ſooner out of his mouth, but he is like a thiefe 
condemned to the gallows, and wearing his halter ready 
tobe hanged ; ſoſpeaks an holy Father, nay in a thouſand 
times ore curſed caſe, for s/o fafo, ſentence of endlefſe 
death is paſt upon him, by that higheſt Judge, which will 
hold no man guiltleſſe that takes his name in vain, With 
w hat f:ce will our deſperate ſwaggerers be able to look 
Chriſt ]:ſus in the face at that great and fearfull day ; or 
for pardon jn his paſsion, fth they have ſo many times died 
their tongues red jn that precious blood, by their blood 
oaths; and with iteration of more. then Jewiſh vera 
often re-crucitied the glorified tody: of the Sonne of God 
with their damned blaſphemies? They may terrific the rich 
Ones of the world with thoſe flaming words of the Apo- 
[tle : oe ro now, ye rich men, Weepe and howle for your miſe- 
ries that ſhall come upon you, Tour riches are corrupt, and 
Jour garments are moth-eaten : your gold and ſilver us canke- | 
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red, and the ruſt of them ſhall be 4 Witneſſe againſt you, and foal | 
No ies : ye have heaped up treaſure for| 
the laſt dayes. And with that other dreadfull doome, 1 Cor, 
6.10. No covetous man {hall cyer come into the kingdome 
of God. They may tell the Perſecutors of the wayes of God, 
that though in the mcane time they domineere with unap-]\.. 

| peaſable inſolencics over the ſincerity of the Saints, and| 
proſper for a while in the paſlages of blood ; yet their damna« | 
tion ſleeps not, the Lord will ſhortly pay them home} 
with the blood of wrath and of jealoufic. Not long after 
|| Kine. 12 | that Ahab had commanded the bleſſed Prophet Aficaiab| 
44" to priſon, there tobe fed with bread of afilition, and water 
of afflition, were the doggcs fed with his princely (though 

prophanc) blood,in the poole of Samaria, When eAntzoc 

(to whole cruclty againſt grace, they are all in ſome degree 
accuried Antitypes) was riding poalt towards /ern/alens | 

with blood in 4 heart, murther in his hands, and threats 
in his mouth ; even then the Lord Almighty, the God of Iſra- 
ell [mote him With an incurable and inviſible plague : So that 
\ the Wormes came out of the body of this Wicked man in abun« | 
dance, and whiles he was alrue, hu fieſh fell off for paine and 
torment, and all bis Army Was grieved at the ſmell, They| 
think they do God worthy ſervice, by ſuppreſsing the pow} - 
cr of his truth, and profeſsion of zealc ; but they are indeed} 
the notorieus champions for Satan and the confufions of} 
hell,that breathe upon the carth.T hus, and in this fort, may] 

the Miniſter of God proceed and purſue (with — 
| | of Gods judgements and juſt indignation) theſe and ſuch | 
ther crimſon abominations, and crying villanics of theſe lat] 
and worſe times, which doamongſt us at this day,with pro»| 
digious 1impudency, and whortſh fore-he:ds very feartully} 
evcn out-face the Sunne, and band themſelves with an high 
ng againſt the Majeſty of he. hn = - win | 
good attention, patience, approbation, an rhaps) apr] 
 plauſe of the formall oats £0 And the ar. cp ecarſe b8 
thinks, that neither the world abroad doth cenſure him witlf 
open infamy ; nor ſo mach as the conceits of the pet 
carey} 
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| — | 
hearers, by the ſecret application, ſuſpe&him forany ſuch fin; 
| netther,it may wap indeed feele the carrentof his carnall 
| aF:Fions run that way,or the ſenſuall additions ofhis heart ſo 
 endeared to the wicked pleaſares therof. But come onee to the 
| diſcovery and damnation of luſtfujlnefſe, which we ſuppoſe to 
| be his beloved and boſome linzand let that terrifying Text, Hob. | 
13-4. #horemongers and 41nlterers God Will indge, be preſt upon 
his conſcience particularly, and with power ; and then he be- 
gins to ſtartle and ſtirre, and totake on with much inward re- 
piningand diſtaſtfull indignation. For he is vext at once with | 
the ſmart of an inviſible ſting for that (infull pleaſure, which is 
the darling of his (:nſuall delights, many times much dearer 
"then life it ſclfe; and if it benoiſed and knowne abroad, with 
ſenſe of publike ſhame ; which mainely croſſcs his ambitious 
Pharifaicall thirſt afcer plauſibleneflz and acceptation with the 
| world ;and his vaine delires for the attainement of a Chriltian 
reputation, and diſpenſation to continue in a ſcandalous fin ; of 
a good opinion from the beſt m2n, and a faint-hearted incen- 
formity to the <7 4 :; which _— rr amor of con- | 
currence,or compolhibility, A powerfull Mini pregnant 
with ſpirituall penetration and if and managed with the fee- 
{ling elequence of ſome 7ohz Z aptift, or Sonne of thunder, may : 
| {for atime ſtirre up and amuze his duller and unzealous appre- -3 
| henſions with its majeſty and divineneſſ:; fo that he may ] 
him gladly, not without ſome admiration, and applauſe; re- 
forme his waics in many things, after his religious inſtruti- 
b. ans; and reycrence the noblenefle of his reſolutions, in quit- 
: ting himſelfe like a man, in his Maſters bufinefſe: but let once 
that man of God charge the edge of his (pirituall ſword up- # 
on the head of his particular raigning fin ; and with the ſear- 0 
+ { ching light of the Word of life diſcover that corner of the 
heart, wherein his darling pleaſure lurkes ; and then is he quite 
loſt for any longer love that way ; all is utterly mard for any 
morere{pet to Miruſters of that ſtraine, For carnall hearts ha- 
'ving no true hope, ar reall intereſt, in thoſe ſound and Ia- 
ſting zoyes above,cannot without extraordinary vexation, 
and impaticncy, heare of parting from poſleflion of the | 
O preſent | 
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p_ pleaſures of that ſpeciallſin; eſpecially, to whichby anF 

ividuall e of naturall corruption, ſcnſuall choice, }* 
and long cuſtome, they bave been lengingly addited, & defies; ! 
| ratcly drowned in. All bumane deſires are naturally very coves} - 
tous of contentment ; if they do not feelingly taite fprrituall,þ- 
and that ofheaven, they will reſt unremoveably upon carnallif}- 
and earthly : if they have it not in the aſſurance of a crowne off : 
life hereafter, they will in the meane time reſtlefly hunt aſter} 
it, and graſpe it more greedily in the comforts of this life, Vp»Þ 
on ſuch occaſion theretorc, the falſe heart of the formall bypo« | | 
crite being thus picrced to the quick by a particular and ſcafosÞ 


nable diſcovery of its ſweete ſin, and unreſolved to repent, andy - 
leave it,doth preſently begin to diſlodge by little and little all} 
former liking of ſuch a faithfull Phyſition of the ſoule, (tor his} - 
| goodnefle in this kind, as all other of every unregenerate| 
| mans is, is like the morning dew, full of uncerramtics, ins{ 
| conſtancies, irrefolutions and recxduation,) The cold coms| 
| fort hee conceives by fach plaine dealing, doth quickly! 
; quench the formall heate of his former aff:&ion. The infla« 
| med zeale of the godly Miniſter, in lakouring particularly 
to cleave his beloved finne from his koſome by the ſwore 
| of the Spirit, doth caſily diflolve his reſ:rved and temporary} 
reverence, into hatred, malice and contempt. For it fals out 
' many times in this caſe, that if the confcionable Meſſenger 
of God daily digge into, and dwell upon his conſcience 
4uch a heart-vexing and diſtaſtfull point ; and S:bbath :afta 
; Sabbath, Sermon upon Sermon, powerfully preiſ? him w 
{the bitter ſenſe and parinefull cogitations of the curizdnefſe 

| his prefent condition, for contiauing m his darling delights 
| being now clearely dilcovered unto him by the licht of the 
; Mimiſtery, and peremptoti y damned by the tooke of lifes! 
he cither turnes Chriſtian upon it, and happily paſſeth ol 
| of formall Profeſſion, into the Paradife of Grace; which W 
lomething rare, becauic he 1s reſolved that he is in the right 
way alrcady : or cle (which 1s more ordinary)he :frerwards' 
; prooves a I'crſ{ecutor ; though not of Proteſtancie in gene 
rall ; yet of the power of Religion, under the name of pres! 
| | ciſencfieyt” 
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A Diſcourſe of true happineſſe, 
ciſcneſſe; and of that true-hearted holineſſe, without whichno 
man ſhall ever ſee the Lords face,under the title of Hp 
For you mult know that a man may bee a Patron. of faving 
cruth,and yet a Perſccutor of ſandtification ; adefendarof our 
' doctrine, and an Oppreffor of fiaccrity ; an enemy to Fopery, 
| and afrind to en” wa oy that certaine 1t 1s (upon this 
| occaſion, md admiſſion of the inſtance whereinT have infiſted) 

; the formall Hypocrite may Come at length to that 
| paſſe, and ragetull humour, that he may even bitterly perſerute 
, withſlagders, difgraces,and his utmolt of milice and rev ge 
' the conſcionableneſſ: of that man, and powerfullnefſe of 
 Minittery, which he hath formerly heeded and reverenced, And 
| com monly ſucha fellow afterward is tranſported with grea- 
| ter ſpight, and more inraged with imaginations of averſion | 
| and hate, againſt the Preachers of (incerity, and Praiſers of 
| Grace, then Profeſſors of Graceleſneſle. For he which profeſſerh |* 
the waics of God falſcly,or formally, 1s ordinarily morebitter, 
| violent,and cruell to a true Chriſtian, then Pagans and profeſt 
O2poſitcs. - Pilare was more pittifull and kinde unto Chriſt, 
| thea the Phariſees, Felix more favourable: and friendly to 
Paxl, then the high Prieſt, 1t were better be a Gally-flave 
to a Turke, then under the Spantth Inquiſition, I would ra- 
ther f;ll iato the hands of a ſwaggering Good-ſellow and 
notorious fianer, in a point of danger, or diſzrace; then 
ſtand to the mercy of a formall Profeſſour, and proud Phari- 
{:e. Though the notorious ſinner be turther diſtant from 
the Chriſtian in degrees of ſome kindes of goodnefſs, then 
the formall Hypocrite ; yet many timss he is not ſo oppoſite 
 inextremity of malice and height of diſdaine, Amongſt 
all forts of diff:rences, diſ-aff:tions, and ſtrange antipathics; 
| (which by the delerved curſe of finne, mingle themſclyes 
| with the natures and negotiations of the ſannes of Adem,) 
| there is nonz holds a ſtronzer and more 1acompatible o 
| poſition and divorce, then that which is betwixt thoſe; Kar 


— 


with confidence and perſwaſion they are right, take croſſe 
waiesS towards the Kingdome of Heaven, And therefore 
| the formall Hypocrice, turning Traitour to trac Profeſſours, 
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doth many times take on, and rage more againſt them, then 0 
the open and infamous Offender. For this latter thinkes himeP** 
ſelfe wrong, and ſometimes will not ſtick to confeſſe it ; onelyſ+ 
comforts his hcart in the meane time ty making Cod all of} * 
mercy, and with a ſecret reſervation, and reſolution, to repent | * 
hereafter : but the former, bcing dangerouſly wiſc in his owne] | 
eyes,and prudent in his his owne ſight for matters hehehe | | 
ftormes that any man ſhould cenſure him for unſoundnefle 
his ſpirituall tate, and is as reſolute he ſhall go to Heaven, ag | 
well as the pureſt and preciſeſt of them all. Which groundleſſe 
ſelfe-conceit makes him both more miſerable in himſelfe, and 
of ſaving gracc; for there is more hope of a fools, 
thenef him that is wiſe in his owne conceit ; and though 
thou bray a foole in a morter, yet ſhall not his folly depart from 
him : and alſo more malicious againſt the waies of lincerity, | 
and zcalefulneſlſe of the Saints ; becauſe their forwardnefle con» 
demnes his formality ; and the gracious light of their holy lite, 
clearcly diſcovers unto him the truth of his ſpirituall darke 
nefie, and damnation of his preſent ſtate, EY 

2. Thirdly, that reverence and reſpeQfull carriage to 
godly Miniſtcrs, which ray ſometimes be found in the fors 
mall Hypocrite, doth grow towards diſtaſt and dif-: Fxtion, 
when they prefſe them by the powerfull ſenſe, and piercing 
application of ſome quickning Scriptures, to a * fervenciezn| 
| ſpirit, > purity of heart, © preciſeneſſe in their walking, 4 fp. 

pernaturall Ny above ordinary and morall perfe« | 
&1ons, excellencie of zcalc, and a facred © violence in pur- 

fuite of the crowne of life ; to an holy ſtrictneſſe, extraordis! 
nary ſtriving * to enter inat the ſtrait gate, and tranſcendent 
emunency over the formall 8 righteouſnefle of the Scribes 
and Phariſces, to a ncerer familiarity with God, by prayer, | 
daily ex2mination of the conſcience, private humiliations, 
meditation upon the endlefle duration in a fecond life ; to 
a narrow watch over the ſtirrings aud imagiqations of the 
| heart, and cxpreſſion of * holineffs in all the paſfiges of both 
their callings, zcaloutneſſe as a counter-peyſon to the loth 
tome potion of * luke- warmeneſſt,ard to other fer and ſolemn 
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| tionand eſtrangement ; ifnot meditations of perſecution and 


| moode towards Gods children,and calmer conceits of ſan&tifi- 
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exerciſes of mortification, ſanRified elevations of no 
hearts,cxccutions of grace,and praiſes of ſincerity.Points an 
ndcrationsof which nature,are ordinarily unto him ſo many 
ecret ſcedes of indignation and diſcontentment z and many 
times breede in his formall heart and cold aff:&ions, exaſpera- 


revenge. Sandification, preciſeneſſe, purity, holineſſe, zeale, 
ſtriaeſſ:, power of godlineſſe, Spirituall menyholy Brethren, 
Saints in Chriſt, communion of Chriſtians,Godly conferen- 
ces,conceived prayers, ſan tifying the Sabbath, Family-exerej- 
ſes,exerciſe of faſting, and mortifying humiliations, and fach 
like; are commonly to men of this temporizing temper, and | 
luke-warme conſtitution, termes of ſecret terrour, and open | 
taunting. Vpon ſad and folitary adviſement with their owne | 
fearefull thoughts,they may juſtly ſtrike thorow their hearts 
with inviſible trembling; becauſe in their milder and ſober 


'ed courſes, they muſt needs confeſſ: (out of their certaine 
| knowledge) that theſe glorious Attributes of the waics of 
God, and hononrable badges of the Saints, are the very lan- 
oc of thg Holy Ghoſt in the Booke of life, and the inſe- | 
parable everlaſting Attributes of Chriſtianity : and yet they 
 finde, and feele in their owne conſciences, that their hearts 
ſtand againſt them, that they are neither truc-hearted pra- 
| &itioners, or partakers of them, And ſometimes alſo w 
the ſpirit of prophane ſcornfullneſſe againſt fincerity ſtirres 
| in them,cſpecially amongſt their companions, and conſorts in 
 pirituall coldneffe; they villanouſly ſport themſelves with 
| jeſts: that ſo they may keepe under, all they can,in diſetima« 
tion and contempt the faithfull Profefſorsand Prailſers there- 
' of, whom naturally they heartily hate ; and alſo ſceme thereby 
' to beare ot the heartleſſe flouriſhes of their owne formality 
with greater bravery, Hereupon it is, that ifthey take the child 
of God but tripping in the lealt infirmity, againſt. which too 
(perhaps) he ſtrives and prayes with many teares and hearrfulſ 
cjaculations ; (1ipping onely in ſome anadviſkd and precipitant 
O 3 + paſſage 
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paſſge ofhis negotiations amongſt men,and that (perhaps) 
not for want of conſcience, but acquaintance with the world;p> 
not with purpoſe to eff:nd, wrong, or grieve avy body ; but for Þ* 
timotouſneſlc of being inſnared in the coozening traps of cove=P*: 
tous worldlings; failing but in the obſcryation of ſome civil}? 
ceremony,and complementall obſervance, which he omits(per«Þ 
haps)not of ſurlineſſ: and pride, but for feare of growing ita * 
too much uncomfortable ncercneſſe, and unwarrantable ſersf*: 
viceableneſſe to uvfanRified greatnefie,or the like ; I fay it they: 
take him tardy but in ſome ſuch leſter aberration,hauld at length 
intotheir knowledge by the cords of malice,thcir ordinary 1 n= 
tclligencer, and Informer in ſuch affaircs, after much greedy}: 
watchfullnefle and curious prying into his waics ; otby thef 
blaſting inſuſurrations of tome invenomed ParBabelts vl 
O then they take on' immeaſurably, then they coy out aid Cx- | 
claime : Theſe are your men of the Spirit, theſe are the holy | 
Brethren,theſe are your preciſe Fellowes, theſe are they which 
make ſuch ſhew of purity and torwardneſle: you ſce now what.| 
they are, when matters coinc out, and their dealings are diſs} 
covered ; when it comcs to the triall indeed, or to a matter of] 
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are not they hard-hearted and covetous as well as ethers? &6,, 
Whea by the mercies of God (1n their ſenſe) they are neither] 
fo,nor 1o :* but fuch ceuſures as theſe are very often the meere: 


overtiowings of their gall. 

It 1s{trange to ſee and confider, how men of this world, 
1m the ruff: 2104 flower of their earthly profycritics, pleas 
{ures and-jollities, fill their carnall hcarts, cveu brimine fall, 
with {cornefall: eſe, difiaine, and mauy jaraged prejudices, 
againſt the holy {implicity ot the Samnts, and ſtricter waics: 
of ſalvation ! They ſwell tobiz, with their owne naturall ine. 
bre2 malice, edged and cneagred by the divels bitter cmpoiſe» 
ned Poſe of contempt and pride, that many tunes it burſts 
out upon the humbled opprefl:d innocencies of Gods chil> 
dren,like a mighty terrcar, with mercilefic inundations of mas 
ny intollcrable \Cxations,dif races, and craelty, Whike with.) 
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| | ſelves upon their beds of Iy 


| A Diſceurſe of trae R- 


oY | : 
| many ſecurefull & ſenſual yawnings, they lie it them- 
_ 4 , muy) it Oftly in the icorners 
| chairc,oriently crowned with buds of Roſes, and pleaſures of 
' gold: while they ſtand ſtrongly ſapported by the arme offieſh, | 
11a proſperous purſuite of their own wales, and merrilyſwim. 
| downe x # current of the times, with full ſaile in a hot gleame 

| of worldly glory, thty breake oat with much thundring and 

ſtormy ſowreneſſe, into many boyſterous and bitter out-cries,a- 

| gainlt preciſenes, as they call it,and preciſe fellowes, and with 
a diſdainfull overlineſſe,and cenforions eye, looke upon the zea-! 
lou; paſſiges and ſan&iticd (ingularitics of the Chriſtian life; as 
though they were but exorbitant inventions and aff:Rations of 
| bypocriſie and humour, I am perſwaded there was never poore 
| perſecuted word,fince malice againſt God firlt ſeazed 
| 


”—_ the 
damned angels; and the graces of Heaven dwelt inthe beart of 
| man;that paſſed through the mouthes of all ſorts of uregenerate 
' men, with more diſtaſtfullnes, and gnaſhing of teeth, then the 
' name of Pwritane doth at this day : which notwithſtanding 
as it is now commonly * meant, and ordinarily proceeds from 
the ſplceneand ſpirit of prophaneſie and good-tellowlhip, is 
an honourable nickname, that 1 may fo ſpeake, of Chriſtiani= 
ty and grace, And yet forall this, I dare fay there isnone of 
them all,but when they ſhall come unto their beds of death, 
(and God knowes how foone the ſecureſt may be arreſted by 
that 1nexorable Sergeant) and are to grapple immediately 
with the painfull terrors of the King of feare, and toſtand or 
fall to the dreadful tribunall of the living God ; before which 
| none (hall ever appeare with comfort, or be diſmiſt with glo- 
ry,vut thoſe which bring thither holineſſe and ſincere hearts; 
1 fay, there is none of them, though now out of a ſelfe-con- 


pareſſe. - 


* Andeyvs} 


in theſe 
times the 


godly live | 


amoneſt 
ſack are. 
neration 
of men,gas 
that if a 
man doe 
but labour 
to keepe a 
good con. 
lcieace in 
any mea- 
ſure, al. 
though he 
meddle 
not with 
matters of 
Stite,or 
diſcipline, 
or Cere- 
monies: 
(As tor 
example, 


|ceited {upercilious inſolencie, they brow-beat their brethren 


if a Mini- 


ſtcr diſ1gently preach,or in his preching ſeck to profic rather then to pleaſs,remembrin: 


the ſaying ot the Apc tle, 1t 1 ſeeke to pleale men, I am nor the ſervant of Chriſt, Gat: | 


| 1 19, Orif apriyate Chriſtian makes conſcience of [wearing, ſanRifying the Sabbach. 


| requenung S:rmons, or abſt ning trom the common corryprions of the time) 
la:ll ſtrarght way be condemacd for a Puritane, and conſequently be lefle fayourecd,then | 


either carnall Goſpellcr, or a cl»ſe Pap:it, &'c. 


DoQor Downham in his 
 Spittle,called Abrahams triaft : Pag. 7 2+ 
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AM Diſcourfe of true haypine ſe. 


forfake them ; and they ſee in the bitterneſſe of their 


ready to ſinke with them into the grave,and to be buried ever«: 
laſtingly in thoſe black and cruell habitations ; but then (1 ſay) 


CXCec 
ſenſ; ; 
ſand worlds,were they al turned into gold,pleaſures,and umpe- 


tion,ſenſualities, worldlines,and good-fellowthip, into alife of 
an holy preciſcncſſe, ſtrineſle, ſincerity and ſalvation, , 

O ! when the Heavens ſhall {hrivell together like a! 
ſcrole, and the whole frame of Nature flame about their 
cares; when the great and mighty hils ſhall ſtart out of their: 
places like frighted men, and the fearefull reprobate cry and 


them out of the reach of Cods re»! 


(hall be able to carry 


| venging hand ; no top of Carmel, nodepth of Sea, orbot»] 
tome of Hell, tohide them from the preſence of him whieh} 


ſits upon the Throne, and from the wrath of the Lambe ; no 


|rocke, nor mountaine, not the great body wf the whole 
Earth, to cover them from that unreliſtable power, which | 


laid the foundations of them ; no arme of fleſh, or Armies of 
Angels to prote&t them from thoſe infinite rivers of brim» 
itone, which thall be kept in everlaſting flame by the anger 


defire rather to returne into the loathed darkeneſie of not 


cither to avoide or abide; and to be chained up by the omni= 


A _ 
with many big lookes, and rage like imperious Lions againſt | > 
the Lambes of Chriſt;but then, when pleaſures, honours,riches, | 

neſſe, friends, Phyſicions, and all other worldly comforts| - 


vexed ſpirits,all their former carthly glory and dclights offleſh] 
t the Lord ſuffer then to fall into the fiery Lake with | - 
defle hearts, and ſcared conſciences, would give ten thou» | © 


riall Crownes ; to change their former courſes of vanity,ambi-] 


call upon this mountaine, and that rocke, to fall upon him |. 
when as no Dromedary of Xgypt,nor wings of the morning |: 


of God : when their poore and wotull foules ſhall infinitely} 


being, and tobe hid for ever in the moſt abhorred Rate of} 


annihulation ; then now to become the everliving OtjeAs| - 
of that unquenchable wrath, which they ſhall be never able | 


potent hand of God amongſt the damned ſpirits, in a place]” 
of flames and perpetuall darknes, where is torment without 


end, and paſt imagination : I ſay, at that dreadfull day, (and. 
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Rep refoagmhadeht com» 

hearted holineſſe that now they hate? and yet 

without which, as it will clearely I when matters are 
and everlaſt1 


TIE 
ate defpiſers. of” 
Godlineſſe,or formall Oppoſites to Grace, which doe-now (out 


Folie 


that day will come) whatdoe: 
tin — purity, which now 't 
orts of truc- 


brought before that high Jud 
ſce the Lord,or dwell 1n the joyes of m_ 
Nay, I verily thinke, there are no deſperat 


of the naturall blindneſle ef their underſtandings, aſked 
| of heart, or nnmoveable love to earthly es) hold 

neſſe to be hypocriſie, ſanQification ſingularity, prom; of fins 
 cerity too much preciſencſle, the great things of the Law, as 
a ſtrange thing : but when the pie of deſtrution hath once 
ſhut her mouth upon them, and they are ſunke irrecoverably 


hearts to live a million of yeercs,. as preciſcly as ever Saint did 
upon carth (1 meane it ſtill in abſtinence from-finne,, avd ze 
lous purſtite of the waies of God) to redeeme but- one mo» 
ment of that moſt intollerable helliſh torture ; the ſting and 


remedy,caſc or-end, 


and motives, whereupon the formall Kypocrite may reverence 
and obſerve Gods faithfull Meſſengers ; and ſome caſes-where- 


{ in he ordinarilFgrowes by little and little into dif eRjonand 
diſconceit z-if. not to perſecution, .and boiſterous Oppoſition| 


2gainſt their powerfull, ſearching, and quickning miniſtery. 
Now take notice of ſome inducements,and reaſons more pecu= 
liar,and individuall to the Chriſtian, of that hearty.reverence 
| towards godly Miniſters, which is deepely rooted-mn his good 
and honeſt heart. | 

Onely ina word, for feare of miſtaking, and- errour-in the 
| point, let me 1nterpoſe this premonition ty the way : Inthis 
paſſage of reverence performable to the ſincereſt Paſtors, I 
| muſt —_ and doe conſider Gods childe in, his- ordinary 
courſe of ſancified carriage, and kindly temper: of bis ſpiri- 


— G—_ 


——_ A. ——. ct 
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into that Dungcon of fire, would ke content with-all their | 


; twall conſtitution, ; the current of Chrjſtianity- running 
care ' 


| 


extremity of which they muſt endure everlaſtingly,' without | 
Thus farte L bave waded in. the diſcovery of ſome g | | 


— — — —_—_ | 


—— 


A Diſcourſe of true happiaeſſe. | 


LO Sm ets | 
cleare betweene them. For ſometimes the purer ſtreamesof 
their Chriſtian love may for a time be troubled with the mud» F* 
die mixtare of ſome diſtempered overflowing paſſions ; the 
kinder paſſages of mutuall reſpes one unto another ; dammed | MW 
up by the Divels malice; the dearer light of their comfortable} 
communion, intercepted by ſoine croſſing earthly interpoſitis | 
on of the old man. 2 

It is cleareby too many wofull experiences, that differences | 
may ariſe betwixt Gods deareſt children, eſpecially about} 
things indift:rent;which though they be originally inherent in} 
the judgement, yetby conſequent and ſympathy they breeds} 
many times (except there be a great deale of humble charityy|” 
and gracious hamility on both ſides) ſome averſion and coldneg} 
in the aff:Rions.Neither ſo only, but ſometimes alſo alienationy * 
is wrought immediatly upon their aff :Fions, without interee+F* 
dencie of diſſention in Opinion. Satan gaines very much by the}. 
diſynion of Chriſtian hearts{ and the falling out of choſe whidyf” 
have given their names torcligion ; and therefore he leavesnoÞ' 
_ of tentationunattempted, no helliſh pollicie unpratifet}Þ* 
to ſet ſuch at oddes.He labours mightily, and prodigiouſly pref 
vailes at this day,by vexing their judgements with OpinionaF 
tiveneſſe, ſelfe-conceited ſpeculations, and thoughts of SepeF 
ration,todrive them by degrees from divorce of judgement8|- 
in ſome ſingular apprehenſions, to difaft:tion ; from difatF 
fetion,to faction ; from faction, to ſchiſm? ; from ſchiſme(th- 
ſpeake in ſofteſt phraſe) to many dreadfall diſtempers. HE 
greedily alſo apprehends all occaſions and advantages to diF- 
vide the hearts of thoſ:, who peaceibly at home ſacke the}” 
ſame immortall Trath, and onelife of Grace from the brelts} 
of that blefſed Mother which bore them ; by many malic 
ous inj<&iens -of ſecret ſ::des of diſcontentment, jealow 
| fies, heart-burnings, eltrangement, and unkindneſſ:s ; which} 
{pringing up ſometinizs too faſt and high betwixt themyF? 
rom the bitter rootes of privie pride, unſociable ſarlineſſey], 


— 


: 
: 
: 


| impatienci2 of reproofe, angry emulatio1s for the highen 


feate inthe coaczits and confeicaces of the forwardz[t Chrivy 
ſtians, naturall crookednefl:, and waiwardnefl: of diſpoiitionF 
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Melancholike ſurmiſes, too ambitious aff:Ration — 
| ſome worldly matter not worth talking of;or the like, doe un- 
happily grow untoat length, .andbring forth to the eawons 
man,ſceds-man of all diſſention,too great an harveſt (cſpecially 
if the world and wicked Ones take notice)of ill ef:&s and per- 
micious conſequents : as beſides therr mutuall diſcomfort and: 
diſpleaſing of God : Wofull advantage to the adverſaries of 
Grace and Gods Truth;obfirmation to the Obſtinate:Hindrance 
and diſcouragement to the weake ; Sport and infultation to 
| Scorners;Table-talke,and matter of triumph to good-fellowes} 
 difurace to the peacefall wates of ſincerity; and griefe to more 
humble and better adviſed Chriſtians, The powers of darkenes, 
and all ſorts of profane men cannot poſſibly be better pleaſed, 
or the bleſſed Spirit and good men more grieved:z thentoſce 
and heare Gods children who ſo pleade for, and make profelii» 
cn of ſach a glorious communion of love and peace, to beat 
variance,and to cenſure one another, It infinitely therefore, 
and moſt dearcly concernes all thoſe which have given their 
names to incerity, to labour every way to keeps'the unity 
of the Spirit inthe bond of peace.'. Never was'there' more 
neede that bleſſed Pars carneſt ard - zealcfull obſecration, 
Philip.2,1,2, ſhould live freſhly in the memories, and be 
dcepely cngraven in the hearts of all Chriſtians: 7 therefore | 
the priſoner of the Lord, beſeech! you, that ye Waltke ' Worthy of 
the vocation Wherewith ye are called : ' With all humbleneſſe of | 
| minde and meekeneſſe, With long-ſuffering, forbearing' one ano- 
ther i» love ; Indevouring to keepe the unity of the S pirit in the EMmiren % 
bond of peace, 1 never read, without great amazement, the fal- | mestvo- 
ling out of that glorious paire of worthy workemen in the 4s, (Blele 
| Lords Harveſt, Paul and Barnabas, As 15.79. The matter of EP 
dift-rence betwixt them was not very great ; and yet it grew : Phyſiti. 
to that head and heat,that it parted them. 1ffuch two ftrong ' ans phrale) 
and tall Cedars were ſhaken fo ſhrewdly ; how: much neede 4597 Wyaw. 
hare lower (hrubs, weaker Chriſtians, to ſtand upon their £2, 
guardand watch-Tower, againſt the inbred rebellious ſtuk< 5;;*<" | 
 bornneſſe of their corrupt nature, and malicious: incurfions of —_ 
Satan mthis kind ? | 
This 


em 


| 


| 


| 198 


| 


| 
| 


tuall diſcoverics of the myſtery of godlineſſe, and holy trade| 
her ſuch 


of new obedience, and ot flages of practicall divinſs| 
- 66 By their aF:Ration of a kind of wantonneſſe in religion} 
(pringing from ſpirituall pride,diſ-aft:&ion to their Paſtourgif] 
ey croſſe their conceits in ſome groundleſſe Opinions, negs|: 
Ic& of Family-cxerciſcs, ſcandalous liberty in company-kes|/ 
ping, and ſuch other aberrations and exorbitancies from the 
ſtraight path of Chriſtianity,too much, and often incident't] 
Profeſſors of Grace. | 2: 
This premonition thus premiſcd,I proceed (in a wordowl: 
ly) to the diſcovery of fomes motives of -reverence to zodly.| 
Minilters more peculiar to Gods children, and the ſanaifial! 
cff:&s of {peciall and faving Grace. All, or the moſt of thi: 
motives before mentioned, may be found alfo in the Chriſti 


———_ 
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_ 4 Diſcourſe of 1ywe buppintfſe. | 
| an;ſo that many of them are common to'him with the fora 
| Hypocrite : but in theſe that follow,nounregenerate manhath 
eithcr feeling or fellowſhip. ; | $479 " 's $9 
es Every faithfull Miniſter is to every Chriſtian under his 
charge,and within the exerciſe and enjoyment of his Minifts- 
ty,cithcr 4 /piritzall Father, or aſpiritnall Tutor + a bleſſed Tr- 
ſtrument unto him, cither of plantation, or preſervation of 
grace, cither of the firſt happy infpiration,or the after comfor» 
table continuance of ſpiritual. life: either he harchbepot him 
unto God by the immortall Seerdor brings himnp in the ttade of 
godlincſ{ by the ſincere milke of the Word, it he be #babe ini 
Chriſt - of ſtronger Mcate, if he be a confirmed Chriftian, Now 
what adcalc of deareſt reverence and inflamed afftion, the 
conſideration of ſuch incomparable, unvaluable benefirs in 
kindle and beget in the humble and tenderheart of a CheiRti. 
an, none can polſibly conceive and comprehend but « Chriſti- 
an heart,and that man which knowes, and feeles by his owne 
happy experience, Whata bleſfted change it is to be reſcned and 
delivered out of the Divels bondage, and damnation of hell, 
from the cwſe of fin and horror of coulcience';ints the liberty 
of the Saints,favour of God,affurance of Heaven, and the plot 
ous Paradiſe of an day and peacefull ſpirit z and what a] 
happy thing it is afterward to have his and-longing 
| foule,continually fed and filled in the houſe of God, fromthe 
mouth of his ſpiritual N-v/e, with the kindly food of immer. | 
ality and life,as With marrow and fatneſſe.A joytull ferſe then of | 
theſe precious priviledges and bleſſings of Heaven, in which 
no unregenerate man hath cither part or fellowſhip, is amoſ 
powerfull and peculiar motive to the Chriſtian, to obſerve 
with an hearty and fanQtified reverence thoſe: men of Cod, 
which he acknowledgeth to be the holy inftrument divi n{ 
| «cages and deſtgned, for the conveyance end pnonmtis;/ 
em GAN yy" 
| 2, Chriſttans feelingly receive into their: hearts * 
ciall intereſt, and Eraipe with an toly ecdinefſe eo | 
 owne,in the hand of faith, all thoſe rich comforts and joy. | 
ul tidings, which the man cf God by his Miniſteriall com- 
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' OMA Diſcourſe of true happineſſe. 1 
_ 0 - | 
miſſion,doch reach untothem out of the bookeof ife Thoſe|-. 
glorious promiſcs of immortality ice, which ſpring out | 
| ofthe bottomeleſſc and bens. founaine of Gods inf 4 
compalſions, and ſtrcame icely and oriently thorow the | 
bloody wounds of our blefſ:zd Redeemer, are direAy arid navh 
| turally convcicd by the hands of fach an holy man, Chriſts An-F 
Tha eters roads aw 
| y the power of *3race, for Irttuall | + 
Savory glory and light, 'Wherevy at hay Sera} | 
mons they ſenſibly and really bathe their drooping and thitſty} 
ſaulcs in the wall of life, and ſweetely drink their tilt out 6f je} 
vers of the pleaſures of God, And hence it is, that the feet of 
Gods faith Ne arc ſo beantifull in the eyes of diſcers} : 
ning Chriſtians, and their powerfull miniſteries ſo deareunta |” 
their hearts, that they entercaine them into their aff:&ions}- 
| with ſpeciall reverence 4s Angets of God, nay in an holy ſ:aſe/Þ* 
cyen as Chriſt leſws himſclte : whereas to the carnall conceitsþ- 
of ſcornefull worldlings,they appeare to be the very filth of the}; 
world, and: off-/comrmg 4 all things ;_ becauſo they havgl” 
no meſſages unto. them. from Almighty God, but burthegs|- 
of lamentations, mournings and Woe, But now in this point! - 
of particular application, {peciall intereſt,and feeling fruitiong] 
while the Miniſter of God is dealing unto humbled heart} 
and bruiſed Spirits, out of the rich treaſury of Gods infinite} 
mercics, the ſacred (treames of Chriſts precions blood, fot} 
givencfſ of fines, comforts of godlineſſe, peace of conſis} 
| ence, reall Earneſts of 1unmortality, and endlefle peace, net}. 
the beſt of unregenerate men have any part, or acquainta x.| 
 Onely ſome confuſed, glimmerings of fach glorious lizbty] 
may fometiines ſaddenly, like flathes of lightning, glane}- 
upon their deccived ſoules, thorow the falſe glaſſe of 1 temb}* 
ary faith ; but-it doth not reſt upon, nor is rooted in theith- 
rts, like the Sonne of Righteouſneſſe. in ſanctitied foul): 
to the heating of them with that ſtrong and vicorious love} 
'to the waics of God, which ncither the whole ſea of the 
worlds malicious bitterneſſ?, nor all the floods of pz#ſce «| 
tion, (which the Dragon caſts out of I1s mouth) can | 


= bl 
quenchp- 
: et 


I "0A Diſcunſe of tome happineſſe. 


x 
Ct II OA A VA x Þ once Sed 


nch; with that ſound and laſting comfort, which (bines/| 
vightelt amid the greateſt darknefſeof outward miſeries ;-and | 
that inflamed and conſtant zeale, which gathers reſolution and 
vigour,from diſgraces and ungodly oppoſitions. And therefore | . 
their reverence, and thankefull reſpe- unto Gods fpirntiall | 
Almners cannot poſſibly be fo IN is $4 ammo heres | 
| they arebut by-ſtanders, or at beſt, but ſuperkiciall Taſters of 
thoſe heavenly Doles ; where?s Gods children fweetly fill |- 
their ſoules with that immortall foode,as with the moſt del | 
ous Manna ; and __— _ —_— — Toule- 
feaſt,carry away as mu right, as they can:polti 
m the hand of Pith,ce digeſt by the heat of their Fen A hy 
A ſecond ſpec'all Votive then,to draw ona joyfull and thanke- 
fall revercnce from Chriſtians towards godly Miniſtcrs,is their | 
ſpeciall and particular intereſt in all thoſe g/ad tidings of goog| Rom.1o, 
rhinos, which are at any time revealed unto thein,by the pow 
diſcoveries of the Gofpell of peace, and glotious 
gracesthat ſhine unto us inthe face of Chriſt Jeſus. | 
3. Every charge and commandement /from Coeds bleſſed 
Spirit, 1s right dearc and precious' tothe humble; apprehenli- 
ons, and embracements of all ſanQified ſoules ; to which they || 
yeeld an hearty and unreſerved obedience and love, though]. 
not in fillneſſe of perfection and height of degree, (this un- 
glorified ſtate of mortality, and theſe T abernacles. of cla 
are uncapable of ſuch abſolutenefſe) yet ever with. eral | 
and (incerity ; and that, thopgh it direRtly and; maincly: crofie | 
the naturall current of their- carnall- z#:Rijons, and many 
times interrupt and diſtwbe the outward peace of their 
worldly nupar vg but al forts of unregenerate men, cven 
the beſt of them, ſubmit their s#:cRions and' conformuty ' to 
. | the rules of Grace and lawes ef God, with their owne' ſer- 
fuall reſervations, glefſs, partiall, interpretations of world-! 
ly wiſedome, and ever with a ſecret ſukordination totheir 
chicte carnall contentment, and the beloved pleaſures of 
their boſome ſinne. And'therefore they doe- not with' that 
{1 :tionatencſſe and heedfullncfſz, add1& and. addrefle their 
bearts tothe exCellency and exX<cution of the facred TR 
by " an 
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from the holy Spirit, with a zealous obſecration 


and tranſcendent deareneſſe ahd degree of ſingular reverene 
and love: r Theſl.5.1 2,13, And'Wve beſeech you, brethren, to & 
them Which labour among you, and ave over you in the Lord, 


ent in the world to aregencrate heart, yet this very one 


loving acknowledgement, and awfull obſervation 'of ſuch Ans 
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the honouring of faithfull Miniſters, with a very extraordinary 


admonilh you : and to rin them very highly in lzve for theis | 
work ſake. Then which,if there ere no other motive or ins] - 


conſideration, that God would have it ſo, that it is a ſacred Ins} 
jun&ion of Heaven, were able to produce & plant in ita trulys] 


gels of God, The which (becauſe it ſprings from the love of | 


GoJ, aff:Rion to his Word, and holy inſtin of an illightned 
Conſcience) inult needs be tincere,rooted, and liſting, But the 
beſt unregenerate hearts cannot 
kindly flame of deare aff:&ion to godly Miniſters, from a moerg 
commandement of Almighty God: and had they 
ſible or ſenſuall ground,or politike By-reſpeRs,but onely a bare 


an humbled foulc) they would be even in their bait 
tume of te 
heartleſſe and cold this way. For no unſfanQificd man, let hs 

necs or profeſſion be never ſo glorious, doth or en! 
ye heartily and ſincerely the Majzſty of God, or lawes @) 


neither hath he true and reall intereſt in the 


vinz reverence is performable b 


Ghoſt. They are ſach as are deſcribe4 by Pas in the for 


cited places, where he inj»yn2s ſuch ſpeciall loyz, reveren&g]| 
and henourable re{p2& unto the Miniſtzrs. H{4 [ach in 16} 
| pretation, ſrith he, Phil.2.29, he meancs ſachas Epaparotin| 
| tus was: Ani hehogours him in that Chapter with maiſy 


poſſibly conceive any fach]|- 
ngother ſens] 
charge from Gods Spirit, (which were more then encughts|. 
reverence, which I ſpake of bebirnrt '$ 


heaven ; becauſe Gods ſpeciall love is not yet ſhed into his} 
heart, thorow the bleeding wounds of our bleſſed $avioury}: 
promiſes of lit 


or Soule-raviſhing revelations of his Word. Bur by the way} 
and before { pafſz out of chis point, take notice ef the | 
| fication and chara&er of thoſe Miniſters, to whom this6}- 


the precept of the Ho 


T « 


* 


PO OO” I "I 


lt. 
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| worthy Epithets of Miniſteriall excellencies, and a ( 

of much gracious worth:r ,That he wasa Brother inthe | 
that is,a true Chriſtian,and ſfanified man, 2, His companion in 
labour,a laborious Work-man in the Lords Harveſt, 3.His fel 
low-Souldier;couragious and reſolute againſt the adverfarics 
of Gods truth,and a iingodly oppoſitions, ver{; 25... 4;That he 
longed after,and loved his flock with a melting com 

tender heartedneſſ:, ver. 26, 5. That the worke of Chriſt was 
more deare untohim then his temporall life.. In the x Thel.s. 
13. the Miniſteriall worke is the load-ſtone,mentioned by the 
Apoſtle, which ſhould draw ſuch a deale of reverence and: ho- 
norable regard from the hearts ot our hearers: E ſkeeme them ve- 

ry highly in love,faith he, for rheir Works /akes, And v.1 2.he beſee- 
ches the Theſſalonians to take ſpeciall acknowledgement. of | 
thoſe that laboured amongſt - na and admoniſhed them. 


| WorkingMiniſters then.in ſome meaſure thus qualified, areon- 
| lythe proper and naturall object of reverent love, and WS 
| lteeme ioggneruly judicious and Chriſtian aff:&ions, - -B 

u 


| Pau{concludes not within the compaſſe ofthis holy Injun&i- 
' on; 1. Any ignorant unlcarned Miniſters: for the Lord him- 
' felfe willrefuſe that Prieſt whichrefuſeth knowledge, 'Hoſc4, 
' 6. 2, Noudle arid unteaching Miniſters, who feed- themſelves 
| with the milke, and cloath themſelves with the fleece; but 
ſaff:r their flocke to ſtarve, and their poore ſoulzs to lye 
wallowing woctully in their owne pollutions and blood, 
'3, No unskilfull Miniſters, who will needs teach and can- 
not ; but are ſo farre from deviding the Word of God. aright ;| 
that they hacke and mangle it- in a foule and fearefull man- 
ner, ina prophane and pittifull faſhion ; in handling or hea- 
ring whereof, eycry humble foule ſhould tremble with a ſe- 
| cret ſenſe, afid reverent awfullneſle of that dreadfull and glo- 
ious Majeity, whoſe meſſage it is. :4. No: corrupt: teachers, 
| who mingle with the ſincere milke of the Word, Popiſh poy- 
| ſon, poſitions of catnall liberty, and the diſtempered Di- 
| ates of their owne angry 'pallions and prejudices. 5, No 
| Dawbers with untempered morrer, or pillow-ſowers under 
mens elbowes, who*walke politikly, fearcfully and Fe 
P ve 
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vediyi in theirdiniiery. 6.No ſons of Sebel, vicious good feb , 
Eomengente they call them, whaarea kind of very vile & , 
—_—_— creatures ; the hatcfulleſt Objets OI at honed} 
that walk upon carth. A diffolute Preacher is engl ; | 
=* ws: =, in '« qpater? x97" ay a thouſand times morg} 
| pernicious aud hartfull, rhen an hundred private men, though} - 
| profeſing villany in the higheſt degree. For astheexceliend} 
cy of that Calling is incomparable and tranſcendent ; fo by 
jaſt proportion and congruity of conſequence, degeneratiang| - 
| in that kind are moſt execrable and peſtilent. Vnſavoury Saltf 
1s good for nothing, no, not for the Dung. hill. - To conchaly 
the point : Gods arge in his Word to have it fo, is another 
werfull and peculiar motive to a good man, to reverengef 
y, and hold in honourable reputation, an holy Mi 
and Man of God. 
4. Theapprehenſions and conccits, which ordinarily a 


219-27e 


aKin 3.14 


1 a Chriſtians heart at the preſence of a godly and graceleſ Hl 
| man,ave y verydifferent and contrary,Gods chitd can hardly Jo 8 
upon a fon of Belial with patience, & not without thoughtsdf| 
averſion and abhorrency;becauſc he knows him to be an enemy 
to.God, and a traitor tothe Crown and dignity of that gy II 
Lord, his great Maſter in heaven : ( though he can hearti 
[or for 10 heought) pray long,and labour for(1f God fo ar 
converſion and conformity to the communion of Saints 
courfes of graces.) But the very face and preſence of ant 
man is wont to produce in ſanQitied hearts irpretlions of any 
ther mature, cven of aff:Hionateneſſe, honour and love : beea : 
he isone that tands on theLordsfide,& tor the cauſe of ritt, 
And it ought ſo tobe: for the bleſſed Spirit hath marked hi 


for a man that ſhallnever periſh: /» Whoſe czes a vile per(Gm 6 nr” 


| renwned; but be hononreth thems that feare - Lord,Pſe al,15. 4.8 - 


| 
| 


| then to the particular ſelfe-ſaving graces oF av humble's 


| - honeſt heart, there be vet further an addition of moregeaes| 
ral miniſterjall endowments fanaifed for the Fey 


| 


many; and to the perſon of aprivate Chriſtian, an cnet | 
 publike repreſentation of God himfelfe: I meane, if” tha} 
'be in fomc bleſſed One a gracious and happy CONCUITCRL 
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: 


P 


| ſons, as men upon whom the Lord hath impreſſed and tam» 


was glad toraiſeaid 
reproove him for his tranſgreſhon, and gore, not mthac 


kind. This inforced even a King, though otherwiſe not fo 
goed, yet ina calc of fearcand danger,. with a mourufall heart 
to powre out theſe jon tcares upon the face of the 
dying Prophet : O my father,my ommurragren bo 

horſemen of the ſame | — that th 


the Galatians, having taſt hidden Manna of the 


myſtery of grace (w ls that gore WON of the Gere | 


tiles and Embafladour of « had po 
plentifully diſcovered, and divided amongſt-them) were ear- 


hearts' of 


and | 


ried towards Paul with that, paſſionate feryency of Spirit, | 


and excellency of uncxpreſlible love, that if it had boene poſſi Gal4.14,| 


ble, they Wonld have pluckgdont their owne eyes, and have 
ven them unto him, Nay, they received him as an of | 
God, yea, 4s Chriſt Jeſus. Thus, though carnall men ſee and 
diſcerne no ſuch cxtraordinary matter and myſtery it holy | 
Miniſters ; yet the illightned eyes and inflamed a&Njons | 
of humble Chriſtians, look upon and reverence their per- 


ped ſome remarkable characters of Divinity, and as it were 
{ome ſparkles and degrees of M : that ſo with greater 


power and authority they may publiſh to the ſons of men | 


the Secrets of heaven, and with more unreſiſtablenefſe and 
glory cxecute that higheſt office of the Lords Embaſfadoars. 


| 


A zcalous (then) and ferious cogitation, that a conſcionable | 
P 2 Mink 


TH 
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| A Diſcourſe of true happineſſe. 
Miniſtery is Gods fan&ified Ordinance for ſaving of fouls ; and 
that godly Miniſters are the only men marked out, and main- 
ined by the ſupreme hand of divine providence,tor the mana- 
ging of tuch heavenly buſines,is a very powerful and pregnant 
motive,to plant &preſerve in the hearts of good men,thoughts 
of {peciall reverence, and ſingular valuation that way, for the 
due honoring of that holy inſtirution.and ſuch publike Agents 
of the moſt inward and important attiirs of Cod Almighty. 

, Many moe are the fpeciall and peculiar motives, 
which adde ſtrength, lite, and heartineſle, to that reſpective: 
nefle and reverence which a good man bearcs to goaly Mi- 


—_ 


notice ; becauſe it is ſtarke blinde in the tecret and facred 
myſteries of grace; and naturally uncapable, and uncompre- 
henſive of the wifdome and wayes of God, in guiding a bleſ- 
fed ſoule to its endlefie reſt, They are fuch as theſe : 1, By 
their owne experimentall skill, and out of the principles of 
pracicall divinity, they arc able to ſpeake in fome meaſure, 
ſcaſonably and comfortably to his heart; perplexed and vext 
| with croſſes and hinderances in his way te is? as with 


' 


' rour for fone relapſe, want of preſent feeling Gods favourz] 


with doubts about the foundneſſe. of his {oiricuall ſtate, Blaſe 
phemous inj<tions of Satan, uncheartulneſſe at godly*exs 
crciſcs,dulincile in Prayer, tcarctulneſſe of a trembling and 
tender confcicnce, and other ſuch diſtresfull agonies and ac- 
| cidents, often and ordinarily incident to fanctihed fouls, 
with which unregencrate men are unexerciſed, and-unholy 
Miniſters unacquainted. Helpe and comfort in which caſes; 
| doth intnitely indcare the panting and perplexed ſoule to' 
that One of 4 thoujan ', which happily hath refreſhing balme 
in a readinefle for ſuch ſ{pirituall bruiſes, and can ſezſonabl 

Upon luch occations, dte/are' umro man his Riokreoufurſl 
2, By the powerfull and prevailing executions of their Mi-| 
niſteriall authority and charge, they mightily contradi&| 
and oppoſe all oppoſitions to grace, the prophancnefle, 1gno- 
rance, and popiihneſſe of that people and place wy bere they 


niſters, whercof the ſtate of unregeneration takes no talte or | 


 {pirituall defertions, uncouth 1mportunate tentations, hor-| 
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arc now 
the Divels 


pk 


conſcience and faithfullneſſe, doe create and inkindle inthe 
 anified afteAtions of a true hearted Varthanael, a great 


deale and incomparably more love; rejoycing, and found cons 


| tentment, then the deareſt carthly delight; or greateſt world- 
| ly comfort can poſſibly, - Eſpecially, 11th where unpreaching 
and unfaithtull, Miniſters are; he ſees 'and obſerves all holy 
{crvices ordinarily to run into ruine and diſgrace; and inſtead | 
thereof erected (and inrage) both an accurſed: dominjon of 
jgnorafice and prophaneneſle, and a concurrent perſecution of 
ſingerity and grace. 4r-Nay;l am perfwaded,were thete no'0- 
ther motive at all,this very one conccit and conſideration, that 
the want and withdrawing of his prayers,afe&tionatentfic,and 
reſpet, may be a meanes to weaken and lefſen unto.him the. 
power and prohtableneſle of his Miniſtery,would be ſufficient 
and ſtrong enough,to make a good man reverence and love a | 
| godly Miniſter with all his heart. Where(by the way) take no- 
tice ; that a mans prayer-tull reverence, or prophaneneglet of 
Gods Meſlengers,may juſtly towards him, either inlarge or 
{traiten their gitts, utterance, and other Maniſteriall bleſsirigs 
tor his greater protit,or more diſcomfort. | 
Now 1 the laſt place:conſider a contrary conſtancy;8& rather 
confirmation of reverence in aChriſtian heart to Gods faithful- | 


Ic{t meſſengers in thoſe Caſcs;wherin I told youbefore; the. for- | 


mer reſpeR of the formal] hypocrite is ordinarily diſlodged and. 
| turned into heart-riſing. P'3 Furſt,. 
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Firſt, Fot the point of preſſing the Law, and preaching| 
: x. Gods child feeling himfclt cverlaſtingly acquit,freed,and 
protetcd by theblood and mediation of the Lambe, from the 
terrour of Gods Tribunall,and from the curſe and poyſon of all 
ji > 4, in his Bookcan heare and digeſt from a Song! 
of . the moſt terrible denunciations of damnation and! 
death againſt impicty and impenitency,with a pleaſed and joy. 
full patience, with an humble and holy triumph, His cogitati- 
ons and forc-thoughts ofhis diffolution, lying in the grave, cur- 
ſes of the Law, Gods Judgement-ſear, that laſt and dreadfull 
Day ; of hcll,damnation,and thoſe cndleſk lames arc not mige 
gled with ſuch ſervile apprehenſions of laviſh horrour, as are 
wont to keep ſcnſinll men and ſons of pleaſure in a perpetuill 
wotull ſlavery,and to plunge them into many fits of 1mpaticn» 
cy,for being fo tormented before their rime. 

2. The diſcovery and denunciation of Gods wrath and 
juſt indignationagainkt ſintic, 1s wont to beget in fanCtitied 
$, an incrcaſc: bothof hamblencfl*, bruiſednefſe, broken- 
heartaneſſe, ſpringing from a conſideration of the curſcd- 
nefſe of their naturall ſtate, and dammblenciſe of their dayet 
of vanity : and aifo of thankhulncſk arifing out of a tenſe of 
their glorious deliverance, and cnlargentent from the antxer'e 
God, and all thofe curſed conſequents and conftiſions which 

w thence. The former wherot makes way fora 
great dealc of inward peacc, fpirituall Joy more familiarity 
with God, further revelation of heavenly ſecrets, and a cot 
fortable growth, and kindly enjoyment of all graces,&c, Fot 
the lowlicſt mind is ever hyighett 11 Gods books : The hams 
bleſt heart hath cver the greateſt ſharc, and taſtes the mot! 
ſweetnes in the comforts of godlineſſe, and the favour of God, 
The ather doth powerfully draw on the continuance and addi 
tion of Gods bleſsings 1n great abundance and variety, For are- 
verent acknowledgement, and hearty thankfulnes tor gracere- 
 ccived(as with nobly minded men,fo infinitely more with the 
moſt mcrcitull God)isa right powerfall means and ſtrong mo- 
tive to keep him gracious [till;and both to inlarge and "_ 

| | 
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the comfortable current of his co ns and bounty towards \ 

as.Conſcioufines and ſenſe of which worthy cff:As, no marvell 

though it make the ſharpeſt edge of the Sword of the Spmri 
(caſonably applied, welcom toa well ſpiritually tempered foul. 
3. It is the property of truc hearted Profeflours, not to 
live and lyc in any known ſinne, WIR _OY pleafare,and 
perſeverance ; but npon the diſcovery of every corruption 
or unlawfull courſe, to be glad and ready tobe rid by the 
blood of Ghriſt and mortifying grace, out of Satans mvy- 
ſible tyranny, even in that particular alſo: and alſo to carry 
in their hearts, an habituall, fetled, and chearfall refolution 
to pleaſe God in all things, And therfore ifany more ſeareh- 
ing Sermon, or piercing point diſcloſe unto them ſome new 
depth or ſnarc of Satan, unnoted frailty, unacknowledged 
| corruption, diſtempered paſsion, or crooked by-path; the | 
| omiſcion of ſome duty, or ſome intermiſsion of the excreife | 
| of grace, wherof they did not formerly take notice, or have | 
beene fo ſeafible ; they are fo farre from returning ſceret ma- 
lice, or open miſchief for ſo holy a meſſage, that they depart 
home more _— and contentedly ; blefsing that happy 
hand which came ſo home unto their hearts; and heartily 
raiſing God for that man of God, by whoſe Miniftery he] 
Th enlarged their knowledge to the underſtanding of fome 
new needfull duty ; or ilightned their conſciences to the 
difcovery of fome lurking cloſe infirmity ; by moons. þ 

h 


the one, or mortifying the other, they may ha h 
| expect for afterwards, to purchaſe Len flog. "ge cir | 
hearts, more peace to their conſciences, more boldneſſe in their 
wayes, more chearfulneſſe in the exerciſes of Relrgion, more | 
familiarity with God, and encreaſement of graces, For the 
more cxa& and univerſall we are in the works of mortifi- 
cation, and wayes of new obedicnce ; the more fully and fee-! 
| ingly ſhall we taſte and partake of the pleafares of grace,com- 
ra of godlineſſe, and nearer acquaintance with the Lord of 
xeaven. 
4. Chriſtians deſire to preſerve their ſoules in purity and | 
pcace ; and therfore are well pleaſed to have the dare Chry- 
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ſtall of the Morall Law the oftner preſented to the eye of theip} 
underſtandiogs, by the powerfull hand of a conſcionabls 
Teacher ; that upon the diſcovery and repreſentation, they 
may labour to have their ſpots, pollutions, and ſpirituall de. 
formiticswaſhal away,by the ſolg ſoul-ſaving bloud of Chriſt, 
and tcares of ynfained repentanceTand fo make them appears 
both more amiable and lovely tp thz mercitfull eye of God, and 
more peacefull and comfortable to the {1ght and cenfure of 
their own conlciences, 

5. Scaſonable and ſcrious ponderations upon tÞh= purity 
and exactnziiſe of Gods Commandemznts, put into th 2m by 
preaching th: Law, and application of the ſtreight line of 
Gods righteous Judgements, to the uwrregularities of their 
crooked lives, arc yery powerfull mecanes to calt Chriſtians 
with lowliclt proſtraczon of heart een into the duſt, and 
holy dcteſtation of themſelves, which 1s their higheſt haps 
pineſſe upon earth ; for it drawes the glorious Majzlty of 
Heaven, with a nearer and more contented re/i1deac2 1nwg 
their humbled foules, and makes them partakers of that thrice 
precious promiſe :1/ay 57.15. T hs, ſaith he, that #4 high and 
excellent, he that inhabiteth eternity, Whoſe name 13 the Holy One: 
7 dwell m the high and holy place : With him alſo that ts of a contrite 
and hum le tþirit,to revive the Spirit of the humble, ani to giut 
life to them that are of 4 contrite heart, 

6. Gods children arc not wont to beare with, or allow 
themſelves in the breach of any Command2ment ; and thers]' 
tore come unto the Miniſtery of the Word with Corn-/tus res] * 
{olution, rcady to liſten with reverence and contentment 
and to fubmit with tincerity and trath unto all things com 


; them, whether it appeare in the revelation of his j.alt wrath 
| agaialt finne; whereby they may be kept 1n awe and tet 
; dernef]= of conſcience, in an holy teare and obedience unts|: 
him : or in the comfortable difp2 ation of grace and pare 
don to true Penitents, and the hamble hearted; whyzrevy 
they polleſſ: their toutes in peace and paticuce, in delpightt] 


c— EE _ — —— —————— WW - 


=—__ OF AN” oh A CC OOnR% 


LY 


CRIT ERS LO Ogg 


———T7 Diſmeſeo or kppineſt 
_E utmoſt rage, both of all carthly and infernall 


| 


| ever one commandement or other, which they would not 


| they would gladly find no curſe mthe Book of God,no-trial at 


| their corrupt ficth, or ſuffer with patience the ſeverity of 
| ja4gements and divine vengeance tor finne, to-be char 


oppolitions. 1 hey arc as well contentto have their h 
emily and fearchingly ript up and anatomized' by the 
Sword of the Spirit:as to have their contcicnces refreſhed with 
the blood of the Lamb,oriently ſtreaming thorow the 

ſos of falvation and life, Bat it 18 not fo withthe wi : their 
Feartl:s aff:A1ons towards the preaching and wing of the 
Word,are ſtill mingled with ſecret exceptions againſt fome | 
poinrs,and ſenfuall relervations of ſome ſinfull haunts, There is 


willingly have expounded, or be urged with the righteons 
judgements therot. There is ſome fin; or other, againſt which | 


his Tribunall,no flames in that fiery Lake, They are paſſing! 

pleaſed with. diſcourſes of mercics, pardons, and compat- 
tions, though they have no part in them ; and ſtill cry ont for 
the Cordials of the Gofpell: but they will not poſſibly en-! 
dure the Corrafives of the Law, firſt to conſume and! mortifie 


upon their guilty confciences. And no marvell, for inde:d 
by a ſecret conſcioutneſſe they find themſelves liable ro all 
thoſe fearcfull horrours. Herod was conformable in many | 
things, and well enough content to heare. John Bapriſt ino- 
ther points : tut when he laid the edge of the ſeventh Com- 
mandement to his falſe and luſtfull heart, it cut his very gall, 
which ſhould have cured his guiltinefſe., And becauſe that ho- 
ly man laboured fo faithfully with the ſword of the Spirit, to 
cut aſunder that cart-rope of iniquity, which as yet kepthim 
faſt bound under the bondage of hell, he cut off his head. 
Had Paz addreſt and applied himſzlfe to the humour of Fa 
Ex and Drufilla, and (as they expeaed): entertained the time: 


and pleaſed their cares with a generall plauſible diſcourſe: 
and the pleaſing newes ofthe paſſions nf rich 


” at {es 
Chriſt, by his late unvalu; ble bloodſhed; they had heard hin 


(no doubt) with great delight and greedinefſe, :nd bin extra- 
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 ſently home into the very heart of their darling pleaſures, by 
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Ones perceived once, that that good man went ſo preciſely to 
work,and with {uch ſtrange unexpected reſolution ftruck 


oppoling purpoſely and particularly, a piercing terrifying Ser- 


preſently ſilenced and ſent to priſon. = 
'Thus,and for ſuch cauſes as theſe, preaching the Law,and ſez. 
ſonable preſling of Gods plagues and judgements againſt ſinzis 
ever welcome to the calme and compoſed aft:Fions of fangji- 
ficd men,and increaſeth inthem,cſtimation,reverence,and love 
towards godly Miniſters fort! - r rc{olution, faithfulneſle, and 
unreſcrvednes in that regard: wheras ordinarily it begets in ur- 
regenerate hearts, much unhallowed heat, rage, and paſſionate 
diſtempers; which too often break out into thunder and light-} 
ning,ſtorms and tempeſts againſt John Baprift, Aicaiah, and 
thole other Ones of a thouſand of that noble and reſolute rank, 
Secondly, inthe other Cafe, wherin ordinarily the formalt 
Hypocrites revcrence to reverendMiniſters,is turned intoheart 
riiing;which is upon the particular h{covery,and reſtlefſ> pur- 
ſuit of his boſome ſin,by the light of the Word, and terrors of 


| and cunningett infiuations for re-2ntry and repoſſeſſion; 
and he well knows, that upon relapſ: into fome old, or| 


| the Law, (as T told you largely betore) I fay,tn this Caſe,con- 
ccivethus of the Chriſtian : 

The fin of his boſom, before he was converted, made 
the greateſt breach and deepeſt gath into his conſcience: in 
the travell of his new-birth, it coſt him the moſt teares, ſoreſt 
pangs and heavicſ{t groanes ; ſince-it hath come upon him, to 
the great grictc of his heart, 'with the moſt powertull aſſaults, 


{urprife with fom2 new fin, it would return into his re- 
meinbrarvce with apparitions of extraordinary horrour and 
{tings of fearc; and will, if the Lord in his laſt ficknes (for 
triall, example, or ſome other ſecret end, feen and ſeeming 
good unto his holy wifdome) { fler him ro poſſeſſe rhe mi- 


| Qrities of his youth, - ſtare his aftrighted conſcience in 
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fice with moſt grizly formes and dreadfull repreſentations 
of wrath : and therefore he apprehends, and embraceth 
greedily and with comfort, any matter or meditation from 
'| the Viniſtery of the Word, which may any way helpe tO 
terrific, mort1/ie,and keep under ſuch an accurled enemy to his 
pzace,und troubler ofhis ſpirituall ſtate. And beſides, he ha- 
ving by the mercies of God, mortifying grace, and power'of 
Chrilts blood, eſcaped the vengeance, cruſht the head, and 
broke the heart of it;canhearc it purſued and paied home with 
denunciations of thoſe juſt plagues and terrors, which are na- 
turally proper therunto, patiently,and pleaſedly ; even with at 
holy ſecurity, and ſecret humble thankfull exultation : Wheras 
it is ordinary with unregenerate men, to be tranſported with 
extraordinary paſlion and impatiency, eſpecially at the partt- 
cular diſcovery and damnation of their Darling delight. Herod wb 
pu care with reaſonable moderation to other reprehenſions; ng 
ut when the Bapriſt cenſured with a ſacred ſeverity his ſweet | ,, . , 
ſin of luſfull pleaſures,he grew ſo prodigiouſly mad, that he | , * * 
choked his own ſoul with the blood of that bleſſed man, 

Thirdly,concerning points and perſwaſions that prefle moſt, | 11, 
and {tir up principally to an holy preciſenes,cxcellency of zeal, 
belt improvement of their graces, &c. 

Gods children are ſweetly and graciouſly covetons in ſuch 
caſes, . The belt men carry in their hearts the higheſt mex- | 
fare of an oy indignation againſt themſclves, and deepeſt 
deteſtation of their owne corruptions, imperfe&ions, and 
| aberrations, from the will of God and way of life: and 

their ſanRified af:Rions are moſt inflamed - with unwe®* 
ricd dehires, and reſtleſſe aſpirations after new increaſement 
ſtill, and freſh additions of grace; after a ſtronger Faith, 
more zeale, greater comfort, ſincerer ſervices, nearer fami- 
| liarity with God,&c. Hence it is, that the holieſt Chriſtians 
; Complaine moſt of their unworthinefſe and ſpirituall inſuf- 
| hciencies, of their dulneſſe in Prayer, naughtineſle of heart, 
| ſeantneſſe of godly ſorrow, unchearefulneſſe at religious 
exerciſes, unprofitableneſſe by the Miniſtz:y, unheavenlineſſe | 
of their thoughts, failings in their obedience, and ſuch vex-| 
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iog infirmitics crer ſooncit diſcovered, and molt bewaited| 
the molt illi and tcndereſt confciences : and thas!. 
No rthe re they never meet God m private upag 
their knees, but their hearts burne within them withunue 
tcrable longings and pantings, at the leaſt, for ſupplics and 
abilities, to doc unto their deare Redeemer, the belt and urs 
moſt ſervice they can poſſibly ; that they may looke him in| 
the face with more comfort, when they thill come ro his 
Tribunall. The performances of Gods children by the 
of God, aremany, their endeavours more ; but their Fro 
endleſk, and never ſatisfied with their - meafare cf obedy.! 


ence, Whercupon it follows, that upon the opening of any! 
freſb fountaine, by a ſearching Miniſtery, of i Fi 


Riſe of anRitication, and further perfe&tion in Chriſtianity, 
their hearts arc wont to be comfortably enlarged, and\to 
drinke heartily, They are many times m their retired con 
templations much grieved, and very angry with them» 
ſelves, that their mcrcitull God ſhould be fo endlefly and 
immecaſurably kind and compallionate unto them, Worms 
and no men; and yet they ſo cold, cowardly, and heartlefs 
in thankefull 7 ay; - ——_ in III to fo 
lorions a Majzclty : and therefore are well en pleaſed] 
with thepreſſing of quickning Scriptures ; word they 
may get more ſprrituall life into their hearts, more heat i 
to their zcale, comfort into their conſciences, and by the-mer» 
cies of God, more mallineſle and glory unto their Crownesdf 
immortality. But luke warme Profeſſours have not ſo much} 
a3 an hearty deſire tobe more hot in Religion; and are often 
much vexed to heare it plainly prooved unto their faces and 
falſc hearts, that without more forwardnefle and zcale, they 


{| (hall never be ſaved, or ſec the face of God, 
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